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ADVERTISEMENT, 



IHE alterations which have been made in the 
present ^ition^ are chiefly of a verbal nature: 
some pages, however, have been added, some have 
been cancelled, and several transferred to the Ap- 
pendix. 

A mistake, which occurred in page 49 of the 
former impression, has been corrected. The appli- 
cation for. Bibles, stated to have been made by a 
Welsh Bishop in 1790, was in fact made by an 
English Bishop in 1800 : the argument remaias the 
same. 

It was intimated (p. 21) that the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge had passed a second 
resolution about their edition of the Welsh Bible ; 
Ujis also I now believe to be an error, and the pas- 
sage is erased. 

Should any expressions of harshness have 
escaped me in the first edition, I hope that they 
are all expunged. Upon this subject, it is probable 
that different persons will entertain different opi- 
nions; I have acted according to the decision of 
my own judgment. 

W. DEALTRY. 

Hertford, March 8, 1 8 1 1 . 
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A VINDICATION 



OF THE 



BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 

IN A 

LETTER TO THE REV. DR. WORDSWORTH. ' 



My dear Friend, 

X HOUGH the mode of address which I 
adopted ia my former Letter to you, on the subject 
of the Bible Society, appeared to some persons* 
rather inconsistent with that freedom of discussion 
which I thought it right to maintain, yet, in resum- 
ing the question, I cannot prevail upon myself 
to adopt another. My intention^ however, is on no 
account, by any semblance of misplaced courtesy, to 
sacrifice the great cause which I have come forward 
to vindicate. Our arguments are to be estimated 
simply by their value. I shall therefore deliver my 
sentiments without reserve, and with the full liberty 
which is sdlowed to literary combatants. Only let 
the question be decided by its merits^ and I fear no- 
thing for the result. 
I shall not, I hope, be thought to disparage the 



* &e Aatijacobin Seritw, 
fi 
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2 Vindication of the Bible Society, 

merits of your Letter, lately addressed to Lord 
Teignmouth, if I state ipy conviction, that the im- 
pression which it is calcula^ted to make upon ordi- 
nary readers arises chiefly from its length. Let an 
assertion, however vague in itself, and however un- 
supported by proof, be urged with confidence, and 
frequently repeated, and it is generally found to 
produce an effect. 

You have justly observed, that the subject of dis- 
cussion between us is far too important to be ".^ban- 
died about merely for purposes of controversy*:" 
It is in truth a question of deep interest and serious 
consideration. If the tendency of those measures 
which are adopted by the Bible Society, correspond 
with your statement, then are the members of it 
indeed incurring a most awful responsibility. But 
if my notion of the subject be correct ^ if they are 
promoting the knowledge and practice of Chris- 
tianity ; if they are conferring benefits upon man 
and exalting the glory of the Most High; then let 
.me venture to warn you in turn, and to advise that 
you take heed and consider " lest happily you be 
found even to fight against God." My appeal is to 
Scripture, and reason, and fact: by them I am con- 
tent that this institution be tried ; and, as they shall 
determine, let it stand or fall. 

In one respect, our discussion is somewhat pe- 
culiar. The readers of your pamphlet, entitled 
** Reasons for declining to become a Subscriber to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society," naturally 
expected to find your chief reasons, at least, distinct- 



Dr. Wordsworth^, p. J5. 
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Introduction. - 3 

ly stated in that publication. It appears now that 
this expectation was founded ,in error. You were 
writing in haste — "a clergymart writing to clergy- 
men*" — and therefore, it seems, you wrapt yourself 
up in hints and. allusions, which, whatever impres- 
sion they might make upon the ignorant and unini- 
tiated, would to your brethren in the church be 
clear; as the alchemists of old addressed each other 
in a language understood only by themselves f. 
Little could Lord Teignmouth or myself imagine, 
that your hints were the reasons; and what you, 
pleasantly called reasons, were merely hints. We 
therefore took the arguments as we found them, and 
dealt with them as we thought they deserved* 
The Antijacobin Reviewers, though they admit 
that I attempted to reply to the reasons which 
\ found ivy your pamphlet, are very angry that I did 
not answer the reasons which I could not find. I 
am not much versed in the secrets of clerical mason- 
ry; and Lord Teignmouth seems to have suspected 
as little as I did^ a war of ambuscades. 

It now turns out, that the part of the discussion 
which you then made incomparably the most pro- 
minent, is of very subordinate consequence in your 
estimation: the ground, therefore, is to be changed, 
and the obscure hints must be fully developed. 

The manifesto is at length published, and I trust 
that the whole of the charge is before us. I confess, 
however, that I have at times a little misgiving, lest 
there should, after all, be lurking, , in some secret 
corner of your second performance — perhaps in the 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 12. 
f Sec Dr. Wordsworth, pp. 7, 79, 83, &c. 
B 2 
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* Vindication of the Bible Society. 

reeess of a note, or within the folds of a parenthesis — 
a little germ, which is hercfafter to be unfolded into 
the principal argument^ and which is then to be 
brought forward as a proof of my want of discern- 
ment, and of my utter unfitness to take any share 
in the controversy. 

Nothing is more important to controversialists, 
than that they should agree in their leading facts. 
I am sorry to be under the necessity of stating, that 
in two very material points your intelligence has 
been extremely defective, and that your narrative 
is on this account very incorrect: I allude to the 
origin of the Bible Society, and to the history of 
their Welsh edition of the Scriptures. The asser- 
tions which you have made upon these subjects 
appear to be so important, and can be so easily 
separated from the arguments founded on them, that' 
I think it highly expedient to djscuss them at large 
in this place. I will therefore lay the history 
before the public, and the world shall judge. 

^ For the purpose of giving correctness and au- 
thenticity to my statement, I considered it my duty 
to apply to those gentlemen who were immediately 
connected with the history and institution of the 
Bible Society. In pursuance of this plan, I ad- 
dressed the following letter to the Rev. John Owen, 
Secretary to the Society. 

" My dear Sir, Hertford, Aug. 29, isio. 

** Dr. Wordsworth, in hi? Letter to Lord Teign- 
mouth, having made several observations about an 
editioa of Welsh Bibles, published by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, I beg to request of the Com- 
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mittee, through you, a transcript of such minutes 
of their proceedings as may bear upon this subject 
** I am, my dear Sir, 

•^ Yours, very sincerely, 

^ To Rev. John Owen, 8fc. Secretary to the ** W* DEALTRY.** 

British and Foreign Bible Society.'* 

Mr. Owen's answer is subjoined.—^ 
** My dear Sir, Fulham, Sept. 4, isio. 

" I laid your letter before the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, at their meeting 
of yesterday ; and am instructed by them to acquaint 
you, that you are at liberty to inspect the Society*s 
Minutes and Correspondence books, and to have 
such extracts made therefrom by the Assistant Secre- 
tary as you may consider necessary to the purposes 
of your present investigation. 

" I am, my dear Sir, 

" Yours very faithfully, 
*' The Rev. W. Dedtry.'* &c . « JOHN OWEN, Sec.- 

I have availed myself of the privilege which the 
Committee did me the honour to grant; and you 
will readily admit that I could not have recourse to 
better authority. 

The want of Bibles in Wales had been long felt 
and deeply lamented: several years ago it attracted 
the attention of some gentlemen in England. The 
records of the Society in Bartlett's Buildings will 
prove, that, during the years 1792 and 1793, repeat- 
ed applications were made for a supply of Bibles : 
but they were made in vain. 

At length, in 1799, an edition of 10,000 copies 
was issued by that Society. How mucli this edition 
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6 Vindication of the Bible Society. 

was calculated to supply the 'demand, you will be 
able to judge by the following letters. The first is 
written by a clergyman^in the county of Cardigan, 
and dated Dec* 20, 1804: it runs thus. 

** Some time since. I received a letter from the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. I made the con- 
tents of it known to toy parishioners, who were ex- 
ceeding happy to hear of the glorious undertakings 
Let me inform you, that I am a minister of two ex- 
tensive but poor parishes ; and m^y a poor family 
here have not a Bible in their house. The last Ox- 
ford edition zvas disposed cf before I was informed of 
it. I apj)lied to l)r. Gaskin * for some quantity of 
Welsh Bibles ; his ansiver zvas, that they zvere alt gone; 
that there zvere only lOfiOQ printed, and that ^20, 000 
would not ansiver half the demand^ 

The next letter is from a beneficed clergyman in 
Montgomeryshire, dated Feb. 6, 1805. 

"The representation of your correspondent from. 
Wales I could easily corroborate, were it neces- 
sary. A large district in this neighbourhood could 
not obtain one of the late Oxford edition: and the 
expressions of regret among the people on that ac'- 
count zvere truly affecting. That Welsh Bibles are 
scarce, need not be wondered at, when, according 
to my best information, the last century produced ' 
only four editions in that language within the reach ^ 
of the poor.'* 

You have seen the confession of Dr. Gaskin, that 
Bibles were very much wanted; I have further to 
state, that applications were distinctly made for a 
supply. Early in the year 1800, the Society was 

* The date of this application was in the year 1800. See Ap- 
pendix A. 
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iinpt)rtunecl upon the subject, through the medium 
of Dr. Gaskin, and by an English Bishop^ but ia 
vain*. A fi-iend of the clergyman whose letters 
I insert in the Appendix, called " on Dr. Gaskin, to 
ask if they had any intention of publishing another 
edition; the answer was, * No, we have not.*'* In 
1802, the same clergyman writes, " I have repeat^ 

-edly tried the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, through the medium of my friends, 
men of influence, and found that no further help 
is to be expected from them now f ;'* so that the 
clergy and the laity alike despaired of obtaining 
Bibles, ^' without resorting to new and extraordinary 
means J.** 

^ About this period, the Rev. Mr. Charles, of Bala, 
formerly, I believe, a clergyman of the Church of 
England, but now connected with the Dissenters, 
happened to be in London. In conamon with many 
of the clergy, he had deeply lamented the deplorable 
want of Bibles which prevailed throughout the prin* 
cipality; and, like them, was anxious to procure 
a supply. This subject, therefore, was frequently 
discussed among individuals connected both with 
the church and with Dissenters ; and it was deter- 
mined, since there was no hope of assistance from 
the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, to 

--try what ressources could be found among them- 
selves. The minds of men were enlarged by the 
frequent recurrence of the topic, and th^y ventured 
iirst to wish, and then to believe, that their charity 



* See Appendix A. f Appendix A. 

J Lord Teignmoutb, p. 11. 
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might have a more extensive operation : it was^, 
deemed practicable to establish a society, which 
should not exhaust its efforts merely upon Wales, 
but which might carry the Scriptures even into 
distant lands. The excellence of such an institution 
was obvious ; and were it not for some later occur- 
rences, I should have said undeniable. Many re- 
spectable churchmen, who had before paid little 
attention to the subject, were now willing to lend 
their assistance. In March 1804, the Society was^ 
formed ; and by the recommendation of the late 
Bishop of London, a prelate of the most fervent 
2eal for the glory of God, Lord Teignmouth was 
prevailed upon to accept the office of President 

It appears, then, that the Bible Society was not 
formed for the supply of Welsh Bibles: it took, 
almost from the very moment of its first projection, 
a much wider range : and the distresses of Wales 
were only so far connected with its history, as they 
led to the discussions which terminated eventually 
in its establishment. Yhe supposition that the 
Members of the Church of England were not 
equally sensible of the want of Bibles with the 
Dissenters, is a supposition alike invidious and unfair. 
On the contfiary, the letters already produced, are 
a proof that they also deeply felt and lamented their 
deplorable and desperate case. 

The Bible Society was formed, then, for the dis* 
tribution of the Scriptures, not merely in Wales, 
-but throughout every quarter of the habitable 
globe.' The attention of its members, however, was 
naturally directed, in the first instancy, to their own 
neighbourhood i and on the 9th of Aprils 1804, "a 
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Sub-Committee was appointed, for the purpose of 
inquiring into the best means by which the Society 
might be supplied with the Holy Scriptures in the 
English, Welsh, and Irish languages." In Septem- 
ber it wi^ " resolved, on the recommendation of this 
Sub-Committee, that 20,000 Welsh Bibles, duode- 
cimo, nonpareil type ; and 5,000 Welsh Testaments, 
duodecimo, brevier letter, be printed; the Bibles 
not to exceed two shillings and three-pence in sheets^ 
with the usual allowance ; and the New Testaments 
not to exceed nine^pence each in sheets." , 

The attention an4 zeal, displayed by Mr. Charles*, 
naturally led to several communications with him 
about the intended edition. It was well known», 
that the edition, issued in 1799, by the Society, for 
promoting Christian Knowledge, contained many 
mistakes; and by the direction of the Committee 
of the Bible Society, Mr. Charles^was requested to 
examine it cardully, and to mark, on z^ interleaved 
. Bible, the corrections which he judged necessary : 
the Bible, thus interleaved, was to be sent up to 
London, for the jiidgment of the Committee. Mr. 
Cliarles was indefatigable in his labours. " I have 
^particularly examined," said he, "every word, every 
letter, and every stop : I have compared eight diffe- 
rent impressions together in the Welsh language, and 
three in English, deemed correctf ." He proposed 
some alterations in the spelling : in that he only fol-. 



^ 
•» 



This gentleman had collected, in less than one year, one thousand 
nine hundred pounds for the objects of the Society; and he was 
commissioned by many of the Welsh, whose contributions he had 
received, to procure Bibles for them. 

f S^ Appendix By 
C 
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lowed the example which the Society in Bartlett's 
Buildings had set him, as they too had introduced 
into the Oxford edition of 1799 several deviations 
from the orthography of former editions. In addi- 
tion to thes^ proposed changes in the spelling, the 

, correction of obvious errors and certain typographi- 
cal improvements were literally the only alterations^ 
ever suggested by Mr. Charles. In Appendix D, 
I have given a^fuU account of them froip his own 
statement » 

• I must hot omit to mention, that the Bishop of 
Bangor was all this time making great exertions in 
his diocese in favour of the Society ; a paper, con- 
taining the plan of the institution, the Bishop had 
sent to the Rural Deans, and he instructed them, at 
the same time, to solicit benefactions for it. 

Towards the close. of the year 1804, the report 
of the proposed change in the .orthography having 
alarmed the Rev. Mr. Roberts^ a Welsh clergyman, 
who had beep employed in correcting the edition of 
1799 for^ the Society in Bartlett's 'Buildings; htf lost 
no time in stating his fears to Drl Caskin, the Secre- 
tary of that Society. Dr. Gaskin wrote on the sub- 
ject to the Bishop of London, and aCorrespond^ce* 
was opened, which immediately led, on the part of 
the Bible Society, to the appointment of a Sub-Com- 
mittee, to whom the niattei^ was referred. The Re- 
port of the Shb-ConHnittee, with other communica- 
tions relating to this question, you will find in Ap- 
pendix C. No. 20. 

To 'the whole of that Appendix I request your 
particular attention. The documents contained in 
* See the Letters in Appendix C. 
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it, will serve to throw some light upon your repre- 
sentation of these facts. They prove that the Com- 
mittee of the Bible Society were very anxious, while 
engaged in the important work of printing the Welsh 
Scriptures, to adopt tl>e most perfect text which 
could be procured ; and that, so far from being in- 
fluenced by "an ill-disciplined disposition to be doing 
good without due inquiry concerning the means*," 
they did not advance a single step.withput ii^uoh 
caution, inquiry, and deliberation; and that they 
did nothing without th^ sanction of the BishopS) and * 
the authority of the Cambridge Syndics. These ex- 
tracts further prove, that the Committee were desi- 
. reus to adopt the same text with the Society in Bart- 
lett's Buildings. When it was reported to the Bible 
Society that the Society for prompting Christian 
Knowledge resolved, in March 1805,, to print from 
^the edition of 1746.t> ^h^ Committee ijeferred the 
matter to the Syndics of the Qitnbridge presa, B,nd 
readily concurred in their general decision ** to fol- 
low the same edition with the Society for prompting 
Christian Knowledge." You will find, by Appendix 
C, No. 16 and 17, that the Bishop of St. David's, 
some time afterwards, communicated to the Com* 
mittee of the Bible Society the determination of tbe 
Society in Bartlett's Buildings to print, not from: the 
•edition of 1746, but from thaLof, 1252 i and t^t ap- 
plication was immediately made by Mr. Owen to 
Dn Gaskin, for information on the subject. Dr^ 
Gaskin's answer encloses theresplut^pnpf March J2i 
1 805> without any reni^rk. From that resoli^tipn i% 

* Dr. Wordsworth^ p. 123.. ;/ f Appendix C. 
C 2 
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is irbt cleai- what text they intended to adopt. Yet 
as they had really determined to take the edition of 
1 758 for the standard, the Bible Society thought it 
expedient to follow the example ; uniformity in the 
text being particularly desirable. 

I recommend to your peruisal all the letters con- 
tained in Appendix C, and especially those from 
Lord Tcignmouth. You will then be willing to ad- 
mit, that, frt>m the beginning of this transaction, his 
Lordship, and the Committee, were on all occasions 
most anxious to proceed with due deliberation ; and 
if any error, or probability of error, could be de- 
tected in their measures, they were at all times open 
to conviction. This is precisely what I should ex- 
pect from the character of Lord Teignmouth, than 
whom I believe there exists not a man of more ster- 
ling integrity, or of a more mild, and open, and in- 
genuous disposition ; and you never laboured tinder 
a greater mistake than in charging him with the de- 
sign of Seeking "to hurry** you "away from the 
sober trial of the n^rits of the case, into a recipro- 
cation of unbecoming and inflammatory personali- 
ties*." 

This, then, is the formidable history of the edition 
<rf Welsh Bibles ! I shall here, therefore, offer a few 
remarks upon your statement. 

1. You intimate, p. 47, that Lord Teignmouth 
has not proved the necessity of a new institution, 
and that ^^ the first foundation of the Bible Society 
IS in danger of slipping from under** him. After the 
absolute and indiisipensable necessity which I have 

• Dr. Wordsworth, p. 17. 
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now exhibited, and which Lord Teignmouth could 
also have displayed; and after a knowledge of the 
despair of procuring Bibles from the Society in 
Bartlett's Buildings, which existed as well among 
the Members of the Establishment as the Dissen- 
ters, he will be a bold man who shall again hazard 
such an assertion. 

9. You insinuate, in a mysterious way, that " al- 
terations were reported to be projected;*' and we 
are left with the impression, that the alterations we^e 
to be made for the purpose qf perverting doctrines < 
and favouring dissent. You do hot say this in so 
many words, but your, readers will certainly un- 
derstand this to be your meaning. If what I have 
already stated do not completely destroy the charge, 
I must request you to read with attention Appendix: 
D; and then you will know the truth. 

3. You state, that ** This caused ^ great alarm 
among the clergy, who applied again to the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, through the 
Bishop of St. Asaph, then of Bangor, for a supply*." 
This is incorrect, unless Mr. Roberts be the Welsh 
clergy/ The passage should run thus: "This caused 
a great alarm in the mind of a single Welsh clergy- 
man^ who applied, &c." 

4. "In March 1805," at the time when the Bart- 
lett's Buildings' Society passed their order for an 
edition of 20,000 copies of the Scriptures in Welsh, 
" the Bible Society had not begun to put their order 
in execution f." Iqcorrect again: the Bible Society 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p*^48. t D*** Wordsworth, p. 48. 
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had been busily proceeding with their plan for 
ne^irly twelve months, and had even engaged with 
the S)^ndic8 of the University press. If you mean 
that they had not begun to prints I grant it: many 
measures, as you have now seen, were to be exe- 
cuted before they could go to the press. 

5. In p, 49, you insinuiate that the Bible Society 
hastened their edition, in consequence of our rte^o- 
lution in Bartlett's Buildings, and with the mean 
intention of anticipating that of Oxford. In -point 
, of fact I beg to state, that tlieir rate of proceeding 
was in no respect altered in consequence of the re- 
solution in question : as they had not lost a mo- 
ment previously, so they did not lose a moment af- 
terwards. Most persons would be inclined to 
applaud this zeal : and it is most unreasonable to , 
expect that it should have been relaxed in deference 
to the slow progress of the Society in J^artlett's 
Buildings. When the. Report of tliat Society was 
published, in 1809, not a single copy had been is- 
sued in consequence 6f their order, dated March, 
1805. 

6. By a note in p. 49, you would have us to be- 
lieve, that the Bible Society Adopted a size for its 
edition smaller than octavo, " in consequence of a 
resolution of the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge to print an octavo edition." In proof 
of this assertion, you refer to the 1st Report of the 
Bible Society. You quote correctly, but your rea- 
soning is wrong. The Report says that the size, 
was " vltimateli) fixed^^ in consequence, &c. : it had 
been determined long before, vi?. on the 3d Sep- 
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tember, 1804: at a time wheo the Society in Bart- 
lett's Buildings had expressed no intention of send- 
ing Bibles into Wales. 

7. In p. 156, you have this passage: — " The fact 
is — from your having entrusted the superintend- 
ance of your Welsh edition of the Scriptures to a 
noted leader of the sectaries in that country — that 
the dispersion of it fell, in considerable measure, 
into the very same and other like hands." " The 
fact,** as it respects the superintendancey has been, 
I trust, satisfactorily explained; and, as it respects 
the dispersion^ neither Mr. Charles, nor any " sec- 
tary," had any other advantage, either in procuring 
or dispersing Bibles, than that which they had ac- 
quired by the amount of their contribution. Mr. 
Charles had taken infinite pains in forwarding the 
new edition of the Welsh Scriptures; and Imd 

^ brought, in less than a year, nearly two thousand 
pounds to the Society's funds. It was but reason- 
able, therefore, that he should be enabled, on the 

• earliest issue, to supply with copies those who had 
contributed through his means. Beyond this, nei- 
ther Mr. Charles, nor persons who answer to your 
description of ** the very same or other like hands," 
had any privilege which even you would not have 
possessed had your situation been casi; in the prin* 
cipality of Wales : for, by a resolution of the So- 
ciety, in IHOG y-evei%JVelsh clergyman (as well as 
every dissenting minister in Wales) xvas at liberty 
to purchase J for the use of his parish^ as many Bibles 
as he might want^ at the reduced prices^ zvhether he 
subscribed or not, 

8. Your histary further implies, that the edition 
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voted by the Bartlett's Buildings' Society, in March 
1805, was sufficient for the occasion; and I observe 
it is stated by some of your friends, that this sup- 
ply was as great as could be wanted. This is an- 
other mistake. The whole edition voted by the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge. amounted 
only to 20,000 copies. Upwards of 40^000 copies 
have already been disposed of by the Bible Society^ 
and yet there is room. 

A letter, which I have recently received from 
North Wales, dated August 28, 1810, speaks deci- 
sively upon this point: — "The Bible Society may 
console themselves with the real truth of doing in- 
calculable good in our poor country, by the abun-, 
dant supply of Bibles with which they have most 
generously furnished us. Thousands and tens of 
thousands have benefited by them, and very many 
eternally. Indeed, without their supply, we must 
have, been, ere now, in a most deplorable situa- 
tion; for not one of the Oxford Bibles has as yet 
reached usj and zohen they arrive, zve are ready for 
them, and the whole impression will be soon i^wal-. 
lowed up, if permitted to circulate freely and un- 
restrained. They are wanted and called for, as 
more convenient for the use of families." 

9. You assert, p. 50, " that the old Society had 
before supplied the wants of the principality ; and 
was ready to do so again, as soon as the necessity 
was made known to them." To this statement I 
am very sorry that I cannot accede; we are at issue 
upon a fact. Dr. Gaskin himself admitted, to a 
clergyman who did apply, " that there were only 
10,000 printed, and that 20,000 would not. supply 
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half the demand '^ (see p. 6.); and I shall prove to 
you soon, partly in the text and partly by Appen- 
dix F*, that applications were repeatedbf made, 
even till men were weary of applying, and yet no- 
thing iVas done. 

This point is, I hope, settled between us; I now 
therefore, come to the more immediate considera- 
tion of your letter. 

I have taken more than ordinary pains to ascer- 
tain both the general division of your reply, and its 
minuter Subdivisions; but I cannot boast that I 
have-been very successful. I am scarcely able at 
<l^is moment, to state entirely to my satisfaction the 
plan which you have pursued. I love to have th^ 
several heads of an argument clearly before me ; 
and I will therefore mention in each case, what I 
profess to prove. Instead of following you page 
by pa^e, and entangling myself in all tjie mazes 
of error (as I venture to think at least), which are 
to be found in your letter, or to which your pria- 
ciples lead, 1 will endeavour to urge the general 
argument, and leave minor considerations to take 
care of themselves. I shall not think it necessary 
in all instances to quote your wordsj but shall often 
be contented with giving the idea which they con- 
vey. It is very possible to quote words with ac-* 
curacy^ which, when separated from their <:ontext^ 
shall give a meaning very different from the true. 

There are six topics on which I propose to offer* 
observations. 

* See also p. 7, and Appendix A. 
D 
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The first relates t6 the absolute and paramount 
hnportance of circulating the Scriptures. 

The seconds, to the actual want of Bibles in dif-- 
ferent parts of the world. 

The thirdy to the most effectual means of dispers- 
ing them. 

The fourth^ to the advantages of the Bible So- 
ciety. 

The fifths to the pbjections which yourself and 
others have brought forward against it. 

I shall then consider, sixthly y the remedies which 
you propose. 

And conclude with some miscellaneous observa^ 
tions on your pamphlet. ., 



SECTION I. 



I. The first topic relates to the absolute and para- 
mount importance of circulating the Scriptures. 

J have already stated, in my former letter, that 
no question could arise between you and me 
about the importatipe of disseminating the Scrip- 
tures to the greatest practicable extent. Indeed, 
with respect to their general utilify, it is difficult to 
conceive how a difference of opinion can exist 
among/those who profess? to take tte Bible as the 
rule pf faith and the giiide of conduct. No ad- 
vancement in civilization can render it superfluous; 
no degradation of intellect is beneath its influence. 
On the absolute importance, therefore, of dispersing 
the Scriptures^ all reasonable men are agreed ; yet 
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there seems to be a question, whether the distribu- 
tion of other works be not of almost equal value. 
It is insinuated by some, that, though the Bible fur- 
nishes many good rules, and is the text-boOk of 
Christians throughout the world, it has a strange 
and perverse habit of misrepresenting sound doc- 
trine, and is not fit to be trusted alone. By these 
persons, therefore, it is kept in a great measure out 
ofsigiit; 

And, lijce an infant, troublesome awake, 

Is left to sleep, for peace and quiet sake. Cowprr. . ' . 

*^ A Bible given aWay by a Papist, will be pro- 
ductive of Popery; theSocinian will make his Bible 
speak and spread Socinianjsm ; while the Calvinist, 
the Baptist, ^nd the Quaker, will teach the opinions 
peculiar to their sects. Supply these men with Bi- 
bles (I speak as a. true Churchman), and you will 
supply them with arms against yourself*.'' 

Thus is the great standard of our faith and prac 
tice represented as the moSt variable and accom- 
modating standard in the world! 

I believe, on the contrary, that the Holy Scrip- 
titres are able to make men ivise tintb Salvation ; and 
ihoX, ^^ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God ^ 
and is profitable for ddctrinCyfor reproof for correc- 

* Country Clergyman's Address to Lord Teignmouth. — I scarcely 
know what stress to lay upon any observations which are made by 
this uneasy gentleman. I should have thought, he would have been 
cured of appearing before the public, by the lesson which he re- 
ceived from the Suburban Clergyman. But you have Galvanised 
him into a sort of muscular motion. He has ventured forth with a 
second Letter to Lord Teignmouth, of which the spirit and the rea- 
sonings will reflect no shame upon his ' former production. I shall 
hereafter make a few further remarks upon him. 

D2 
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tiojiy for instmction in righteoiLmess ; that the man 
of God, may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
0ood tvorks.'' I therefore cannot consistently believe, 
that, thus inspired, they will speak with equal rea^ 
diness any language which is attemptecl to be 
drawn from them. I cannot believe that it depends 
altogether on the hand by which they are circu-»' 
lated, whether they shall prove profitable or per- 
nicious ; whether (I speak it with reverence) they 
shall make men wise unto salvation, or mislead them 
to their destruetioii. I know, indeed, that the 
plainest truths may be perverted, and that a com-- 
mentary may be employed to darken or distort inr 
stead of explaining a text, but I. am sure that the 
Bible is never more safe from perversion, thaii when 
it is made fully and generally accessible ; and that 
an erro.neous commentary must be far less mis- 
chievous, when it is circulated in company with tb^ 
text, than when it is circulated alor\e. 

On the other band, I know of no commentary on 
the Scriptures, or on any other book, of which it 
can be said, that it *Ms given by inspiration of 
God 5" or of which, however wise, pious, and edU 
fying it may be, I should dare to affirm that it is 
profitable to make the man of God perfect, tho- 
roughly furnished imto all good works. Away, then, 
with those profane and vs^in babblings, which would 
elevate the traditions and comments of men to the 
rank of Heaven's blessed and lively oracks f Other 
writings are valuable, but these are above all value \ 
others may be wise, but these flow directly from the 
fountain of wisdom ; others may be useful, but 
these are given for the conversion of the world, It 
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is with pleasure I recognize the adoption and decla- 
ration of a similar opinion''^ in the publications of 
the Society inBartlett's Buildings. "Although other 
sciences be good, and to he learned, yet no maiican 
deny but this'' (the knowledge of God's word) ^* is 
the chiefs and passeth all other incomparably. What 
excuse shall we therefore nriake at the last day, be- 
ibre Christ, tliat delight to hear and read men's 
phantasies and inventions" {qu. Tracts?) " more 
than his most holy Gospel? and will find no time 
to do that which chiefly above all things we should 
do ?^ and will rather read other things, than that 
for the which we ought rather to leave reading of 
all other things ? Ignorance of God's word is the 
cause of all error, as Christ himself affirmed to the 
Sadduceesf. 

" Since God of his fatherly goodness hath reveal- 
ed himself and the way to eternal fife^ in the Ho(y 
Scriptures, it is certainly the duty of every Christian 
to study the same with all seriousness and applica- 
tion!." 

Concurring, therefore, as I do, in these senti- 

* In truth, a very large majority of tho Subscribers to that So- 
ciety will, 1 have no question, agree' with me rn most of the opi- 
• nions which I advance in this letter. Where I appear to censure 
the proceedings of the Society, I mean the censure to apply only to 
that very small body, who, unfortunately f<>r its interests, are 
much upon the spot, and who, by inexpedient and injudicious mea- 
sures, impede many of its obiects, detract much from its utility, 
firtd prevent very considerably the augmentation of its members. 
This distinction is always in my mind, and i beg of you to remem- 
ber it. 

t Religious Tracts of the Society in Bartlett's BuiWings, vol. vii, 
^rt. i. p. 4, 5 ; being a quotation from the second Homily. 

t Volume vii. art. i. p. 7. 
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ments of our venerable Society, I cannot endure^ 
that the dissemination of the Scriptures alone should 
be considered in the same light with. the disper- 
sion o^f sermons or of tracts ; least of all that tracts 
must of necessity be administered as a corrective, or 
provided as an antidote. Thitik not that I con- 
demn good Sermons and good Tracts; I only pro- 
test against the depression of the Bible by their 
unmerited elevation. My argument needs but this 
concession ; that, for every purpose of life and god- 
liness, the Scriptures are of a value and importance 
infinitely above all other works; and, therefore, that 
the dispersion of tracts can be placed in no compe- 
tition with the dispersion of the word of God. 

These observations are applicable, not merely to 
countries professing Christianity, but also to those 
where the light of the Gospel has never shone. It 
surely cannot be denied, by any man who admits 
the sacred oracles to be of divine authority and the 
words of consummate wisdom, that they furnish the 
best means of converting the world. 

The reading of the Scriptures alone h2is ever been 
found of decisive and undoubted effect * ; and I need 
not remind you, that in former ages, the first object 
of those who wished'to pervert the truth, was to sub- 
stitute human compositions in their stead. When 
was popery in the zenith of its influence? When the 
Scriptures were inaccessible. What broke its chains? 

* That the power of producing this effect, under the Divine bless- 
ing, remains with the Scriptures in the present day, may be infer- 
red from the circumstance (among others) that the conversion of 
Nathaniel Sabat, the Arabian, is by himself ascribed to his pe-^ 
rusal of an Arabic New Testament.— See " Buchanan's Star in the 
East.'* 
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—The translation of the Scriptures. Let the word of 
life proceed on its " healing and heavenly ministry*," 
and it will assuredly run and be glorified. If autho- 
rity were needed in support of assertions so plain 
and undeniable, authorities could easily be found. 

In no par); of the world db so many obstacles pre- 
sent themselves to the diffusion of the true religion, . 
as in India; yet even there, according to the opi- 
nion of Sir William Jones, whatever can be effected 
will be done by the Scriptures. 

" The only human mode, perhaps, of causing so ^ 
great a revolution'' (the extension of Christianity in 
Hindustan) " is to translate into San3crit and Per- 
sian such chapters of the prophets, and particularly 
Isaiah, as are indisputably evangelical, together with 
one of the Gospels, and a plain prefatory discourse 
containing full evidence of the very distant ages in 
which the predictions themselves, and the history of 
the Divine Person predicted, were severally made ' 
public; and then quietly to disperse the work 
among the well-educated i;iati\res, with whom if in 
due time, it failed of prortioting very salutary fruit 
by its natural influence, we could only lament more 
than ever the strength of prejudice, and the weak- 
ness of unassisted reason f /' 

Whether Sir William Jones be correct in the 
whole of his opinion, is not now the question. The 
tendency of my argunlent at present, is to shew the 
paramount importance of the Bible. But " what 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 29. 

t Life of Sir William Jones, by Lord Teignmputh, 4to. p. 364. 
— See other authorities to t^le same effect under the 5th head, and- 
in Appendix K ; some of which ane taken from the Reports of the 
Society in BanlettV Buildings. 
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(you will say) is all this to nte? I apt>rove of the 
dispersion of the Scriptures/' I grant it: but do 
you not tell us (p. 90) that your other objects are 
*^ of almost equal importance and dignity?" This 
is what I doubt. My conviction is, that po compa- 
rison can exist between them ; and that the object 
which every man should propose to hirtiself, in re- 
ference to the world around him^ infinitely before 
all other objects, is " the free dispensation of the 
word of life." 



SECTION 11. 



II. A second consideration immediately arises. 
What zvas the state of the zvorld with respect to the 
knoxdedga . of^ the Scriptures about the period 
zvhen the Establishment of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society zvas first proposed f 

Let any riian, who feels as he ought for the in- 
terests of Christianity and the welfare of his fel|ow- 
creatures, look upon a map of the world, and his 
heart must sicken at the sight of kingdoms and 
continents immersed in the profoundest ignorance, 
without hope and without the knowledge of God. 
AVhether we direct Our attention to the myriads 
of China, and to the overflowing population of the 
civilized East; or pass through the barbarous 
kingdoms of Africa, and then fix our regards 
upon the supei-stitious inhabitants of the West \ how 
little has been done to spread through those benight- 
ed lands the revelation of the Gospel! And if we 
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tarn to those countries wh^re the light of Chris- 
tianfity b^ insote^ d^grde shone, how feint are her 
beims aitd h6\v partid is her influence! E?eri 
M^here her fofms are ^knou^ledged, in ho^ many 
Cases fe hdf spirit 6litirely Waiting and her records 
wholly unknown ! Great Britain is the only nation 
ii> the world, \<^hich, before the establishment of 
the B^ble Soci^y, had in inoctern times shewn any 
anxiety for the (fispetstoft of the Scrrpttf res. Yet it 
must be acknowtedgeid^, that^ in the distant Colonies 
of Britain, and in countries either tinder our own' 
dominion, or acceis^ible by our intfuence, there was 
such a want of Bibles, as is hardly Consistent witli 
that character of a^eal which we are so ready to as- 
slWfie* 

Not only does this Want of the Holy Scri'plli^es 
sippear itt con rifrr^ With which we are remotely 
concensed^, but \ti Geylon, under oilir own govern- 
itfeM, where there ^e Up'v^ards <rf 30.«(J& Pro- 
teista<At Ch'ristiafns ; aifi^ong the Romish Christians' 
oivthe coast of Malabar; among the Syrian Chris- 
tians in M^layala, Who are ^^^tyf numerous, and pos- 
sess fifty-ftve chui^ches ; and in the very centre of 
our own missions and^ stmoug our own converts. 
And it is further to be remarked, that they are 
anxious beyond measure to procur6 copies of the^ 
Bible; and tliat one of the greatest subjects of cohi- 
pl^iht, even with our own Missionaries, is the inabi- 
lity oh their part to supply them. 

The Rev. C. John, of the Royd Dahish Mission 
at Tranqa^^bar, adiiresses the Rev. David; Brown of. 

^ For particul^8< I mcUt ri^fer jdu to Apj^ndi^c E. 

E 
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Calcutta, 15tli Nov. 1809, in these terais : " We are 
now also sending the. Holy Scriptures, and other # 
school books, in Tamul, to Travancore, where the 
Rev, Mr. Ringeltaube has lately established a mis- 
sion, to which belong six little congregations. To 
the Christian congregation at JaflTnapatam we have 
likewise sent transports at diiTerent times, and more 
are requested, which we^ hozoever^ cnnnot do an^ more 
Jgratis in ow present poor circumstances y 

The first Danish Missionary, Ziegenbalg, (ap- 
pointed about the year 170.5) translated the Scrip* 
tures into the Tamulian language: the work was. 
finished about the year 1719. 

By the activity of the Missionaries, twx> editions 
of the Old Testament, I believe, have been issued, 
and four of the New : but such was the scarcity of 
copies, even at the commencement q( the present 
year, and such the situation of those very persons 
who had been converted to Christianity by meaa«) of 
the Missionaries connected with the Society, in Bart* 
lett's Buildings, that few of them were able to pro-^ 
cure the records of their religion. In proof of this 
very important fact, I shall quote three letters which 
have recently arrived from India*. 

JJx/rflc/ of a Letter fromjhe Rev. C. Pokle, one of 
the Missionaries of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge y to the Rev. D. Brotcn, of 
Calcutta, dated Trichinapoly, Nov. 30, 1 809. 

"A Tamul edition of the Scriptures is much 
wanted, but we have no printing press, neither at; 

* See ako Appendix £« No. 1. 
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Tricbinapoly, nor Tanjore. At this latter place, it 
IS very desirable that one may be soon established, 
for the benefit of both Tanjore and Trichinapoly 
Mission^ as the formeris so very extensive, and is 
only scantily, and cannot be sufficiently, supplied 
with the necessary Tamul and Portuguese books 
from the Tranquebarand Vepery printing presses.*' 

Extractof a Letter from Messrs. Kolhoff and Horst^^ 
ivho are also employed as Missionaries by the So- 
ciety fw promoting Christian Knowledge : the date 
is, Tanjore, Nov. 17, 1809. 

** There are t;io mission presses at all, either at 
Trichinapoly or at Tanjore. The Rajah has indeed a 
Mahratta press^ but that is managed by his Bramins^ 
and deigned for the glory of his gods and the*propa<» 
gatioti of bis religion. We are in the utmost want 
of Tamul Bibles, and likewise of Portuguese, though 
not to the same extont. The number of native pro- 
testants belonging to the Tanjore mission alone, 
including the Tinnavelly district, amounts nearly to 
twelve thousand, none of whom (th^ native teachers.. 
excepted) has any Old Testanient, and not one, in 
two or three hundred, has even the New Testament 
Almost all the men, particularly to the south of 
Tanjore, know how to read, and are very eager after 
books. If only every tenth person among them had 
a copy of the Holy Scriptures, we should soon see 
the word of Christ il welling richly iu them in all 
wisdom, and his saving knowledge spread among 
their heathen afid popish neighbours. Our Portu- 
guese Christians are likewise in great want of Bibles. 
If we had three presses, with Tamul and English 
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typ^ sufficient for three ph0ete, the on* miglrt ht 
employed ip printing |he'B%]e in Tamuh the other, 
T^ippl Ne\\'^ Tp^amepM, Psalters, and single parte 
' of the Bible ; the third, to print all the ab^vf in Por-- 
tugue^e. N^ith^r Mr/ P*zold, even if he was willing^ 
npr our brethren at Tranquebar, can supplly the 
tenth part of Bibles and Tf^tameats we have oeca* 
sion for, though their press was to print nothing 

The Rev, D. Brown, Secretary to the Comnnittee 
of the Bible Society in India, writes from Calcutta, 
J^n. ]0, 18 IQ, io the following terms. 

''The aflppiJting situation of 13,000 nativa Protesh 
tant Christians iQ Ta(\jore, cpuld not fail toimpureas 
th^ Committee with the deepest interest on their 
account. As the f^iinds remaining unappropriated in 
thj^ir h^njds w^re inadequate foar the purchase of the 
Tai^ul Bibies whiphw^re offered fo^sale; asub^ 
spription wa§ opened for tht? purpose on New^ 
Year'iSi Pay, which has been libieraJly suppoi^ted. 
This wijl dil^^e joy and giachiess through a wide 
•region, aad realize some of the descriptions of 
Isaiah: *The npountaiiis and the hiilis st^ll break 
fprth before you into singing, a«M} all the trees of 
the field sJialJ clap their handis.' 

"Xhe inquiry suggested by the British and Fo- 
reign, Bible Society, concerning aa edition of the 
Tamql Scriptures, led to this discovery of ^the na^ 
kedness of the land/ '* 

Do npt these letters fttrnish rather singular spe- 
pimens of the zeal» and Urnblamahleness, and effee- 
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tiveoese of the Society in Bartlett's Buildings? Can 
any man doubts whether a new institution was ne^ 
ce$aary or »ot? 

The Qontin^nt of Cijrope* it is well known, was 
in the year 1804, with respect to religious know- 
l^S^>in a i^ate of the most deplorable degradation. 

^In some few places, indeed, the Scriptures were to be 
found y tMfid there we might recognize the church 
of Christ: but she sat in sadness and desolation : a 
famine of the 3acred word prevailed on every side, 
and infidelity was triumphant. 

In illustration of this part of my subject, I may 
be permitted to mention a few focts, which are per^* 
haps not generally know»* 

'^ Ri^ssian Bibles have been printed, one in the 
sixteenth century, in Ppland, in quarto^ which, 
however, was never publicly acknowledged in Rus^ 
sia; and of which so few copies remain, that they 
are c<maidere^ as the greatest rarity. In the mid^ 
cUe of the eighteenth century, a beautifiil edition 
in folio was published at 5L a copy. In the latter 
part of the same century, two other editions were 
printed at Kiow, one in three octavo, the other in 
three folio volumes. These three editions; may haycj 

^produced about ^00 copies of the Bible. What 
a di3proportion to the population of Russia, which 
is near forty millions ! 

" The natural result ^ that Bibles are extremely 
sqarc^e in Russia; so much so that people generality 

. kno^ it an hundred versts * qf^ when the treasure of a 
Bible is to be met zvith f .'* ' 

* Nearly 70 i^iles. 

t Extract of a letter fi'om Sorepta : Third Report of the Bible 
Society, p. 32. 
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In Uie Russian provinoe of Esthonia, Uiou^h the 
people were anxious for Bibles, .they were so scarce 
among the poor classes, that, perhaps, out of twenty 
femilies, hardly one had a Bible or New Testa- 
ment *. 

Such was the want in Alsace, that a clergyman 
of that country, speaking of his neighbours, says: 
" Their ^yes will overflow with grateful tears if they 
are.favoured with the present of a Bible f." 

The intelligence about Poland runs thus : " After 
much inquiry and correspondence, we met with the 
following editions of the Polish Bible. l.Ohein 
the royal library of Berlin, printed at Dantzig, in 
the year 1632. 2. An Amsterdam edition, in 1660, 
in octavo. 3. A Hallish edition of 1726, in large 
octavo. 4. A Konigsberg edition of 1738 J.'* — ^ 
What a supply for Poland ! 

" In the province pf Lithuania it is greatly, to be 
apprehended thfit the Bible, particularly the Old 
Testament, rAay^ in the coune of time ^ fall altogether 
into oblividn among the still very uncultivated in- 
habitants. 

" In the province of Lithuania there are 74- 
churches, and 400 schools §." 

To avoid prolixity^ I will observe, once for all, 
that the very vVarm and energetic addresses which 
have been sent forth by the new Bible Societies 
upon the Continent, and which appear in the Re- 
ports of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
furnish proofs so decisive of the extreme scarcity of 

* See Appendix E, No. 2. 
t First Report of the Bible Society, J). 50. 
+ Fifth Report of the Bible Society, p. ^. 
§ Third Report of the Bible Society, p, 3 1 . 
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the Scriptures around them, thatiio reasonable man 
can doubt of it for one moment This remark is 
meant particularly to apply to Prussia, Bohemia, 
Germany, and Switzerland. Of France, Italy, and 
Spain, little need be said. 

The population of Iceland is about 50,000; nearly 
all above the age of fourteen can read with ease, 
and. there are few who cannot write. They are, 
however, extremely ill furnished with books ; and 

^there were not, in 1807, above forty or fifty copies 
of the Bible Jn the whole island *. 

And what was the condition of the British domi- 
nions ? Look at England. Was there no want of 
Bibles in England ? Look at Scotland. Notwith- 
standing the vigilance of the Scotch, and the pro- 
digious pains which are taken in that country to 
spread the knowledge of rejigion, and to instruct all 
the classes of their population, there was still need 
of eveii increased attention and additional exertions! 
From information laid before the Committee of the 
Bible Society f , it appears that very few families in 
the Highlands were in possession of a complete 
Bible: " that among those who actually possessed 
one volume of the four in which the Scriptures had 

^been published, the proportion did not exceed one 
in forty; that the price of a complete copy of the 

--Scriptures was above the means of the poor; and 
that in fact it was not easily procurable at any 
price. In the island of Sky, containing about 
15,000 persons, it was represented that few or no 
Gaelic Bibles were to be found in the hands of the 

* See Appendix E, No. 3. t Second Report, p. 127. 
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camtiK)!! people ♦/' ** It is material to the present 
purpose to observe, that, in the address ^alloded to, 
it is stated that out of 335,000 persons in the High- 
liands^ it was computed thai 300,000 Understand no^ 
other language than the Gaelic, so fer at least as not 
to comprehetid a book Wfittettf or a continued dis- 
course spoken^ in any otherf ." 

Let u^ next turn to Wales, There are probably 
350,000 persons who speak and read Welsh. An 
edition of 10,000 Bibles and 2,000 New Testaments 
was printed in 1799, thirty-one years having etopsed-^ 
»iace the fornjer edition. Of the extreme Want 
which exisl^d in Wales in 1804, I have spoken al- 
ready. The arclof with which the copies issued by 
the Bible Society were received there, is almost 
incredible. That mos* beautiful picture J which 

* Second Report of Bible Society, p. 127. 

t lb. p. I2B. See also Appendix E> No. 4. 

J *» It waswmiderfulttd «ce mth wfeat joy ttiis Bddfeof Qod wats^re- 
cotred, not only among^tbe learnedfer sort, and those tfaat wer&nottd 
for lovers of tke reformation^ bat generally all England over, aofton^ 
all the vulgar and common people ; and with what greed ine.<»sGod's*^ 
word was read', and what resort to places where the reading of it 
was. Every body that could, bought the book, or busily read it, 
or got others to reod it to them^ if they could not themsbhes-; smd 
div«rs more elderly pdOple learned to read on purpose. And evea ^ 
little boys flocked among the rest to hear portions of the Holy 
ScripJ;ure read." '• One WiJIiam Maldon" mentions, " ThAt when 
the King had allowed' the Bible to be set forth to be read in all 
churches, immediately several poor men, m the town of Chehnsfbrd, 
in Essex, where! his father lived; and- he was born,^ bought the ^ 
New Testament, and on Sundays sat reading of it in the lower end - 
of the Church : many would flock about them, to hear their reading ; 
and he among ^e rest, being then but fifteen years old, came every ^ 
Sunday to hear the glad and sweet tidings of the Gospel.'' 

Strype*s'Iiiffe'of Granmer. 
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historians give us of the seal of our own oountrjr* 
men when the Scriptures were first translated into 
English, is also a faithful representation of the over- 
flowing ^eal and gratitude of the Welsh*. 

Look ^t Ireland. '^ Had you visited Ireland," 
says, a pious and eloquent writer, *• before the insti- 
tution of (he British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
the different societies it has given birth to in that 
^country, ypu might have travelled from the Giant's 
Causeway to Ban try Bay, from one extremity of the 
kiogdom to the other, and (avoiding the chief towns) 
visit every cabin in your way, without finding, per- 
^haps, three hundred perfect Bibles among three mil- 
lions of people, I speak from personal knowledge 
of the country f/' "By the intelligence received 
from Ireland, it appears that there is no part of 
the United Kingdoms where this want (of Bibles) is 
more felt than in the southern provinces of that 
^island ; that not above a third part of the Protestant 
families there possess Bibles ; and that among the 
Papkts, who are far more numerous, a Bible is pro- 
bably not to be found in more than one out of .400 
families |." ** Neither were any exertions making 
to distribute them, except by the ^ Dublin Associ-^ 
ation/ whose means were confessedly inadequate §, 
and -a few clergymen in their own parishes X. Yet 
the demand was great, and there was even reason 

* Appendix E, No. 5. f LftUer to Dr, GaakUi, p. 4>* 

X First Report of the Bible Society, p. 1 2. 

§ " The Bibles are bought up with gi^at avidity io this coun- 
try ; and the demand for them daily increases so much, that 
the funds of the Associai^R «re unaUe to bear it/' IbM« p. 47. 

II Ibid. p. 48. 

F 
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to conclude, both from information and actual ex- 
perimenty that the Scriptures might l^e circulated 
among the Roman Catholics in Ireland with' little 
difficulty*." " You cannot delight a poor Irish 
peasant so much with any thing you can bestow 
upon him, as with a present of ^ Bible: he hides it 
in his cabin, and req,ds it with an eagerness that 
cannot be conceivedf." 

Next turn to the Isle of Mann. In 1763, the 
Bartlett's Buildings' Society published a small edi- 
tion of the New Testament, and 2000 copies of the 
Old, in the Manks language. It should seem that 
this supply t] id not equal the demand: for I find, 
by reference to the Reports, that the Society has 
Qvery year, for the last twetity-two years at least, 
expressed its intention, " to proceed in this cha- 
ritable work, and to supply the Isle of Mann with 
other good books and tracts, or with new editions 
of such as have been already published, for their 
use:" yet nothing has been done. 

To finish the. picture, look at Jersey. "I believe 
there is not one (a Brble) to be bought in the vvhole^ 
island.' / know many religious families who are zvith- 
out it. T/tey have not even the New Testament ,• 
and though they would give any money for it, yet 
it is all i?i vain. I have known old second-hand 
Family Bibles to sell from^2/. to 4/. sterling; so that 
none but the rich can aff*ord to buy them, while 
the poor people are greatly in want of them |." 

* Second Report of Bible Society, p. 124. 

f Letter to Dr. Gaskin,.p. 7. See also Appendix £, No. 6. 

J Second Report'of Bible Society^ p. 179. 
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Now, as all these observations apply to the pe- 
riod when the Bible Society was first established, it 
is evident that there was great need for dispersing 
the Scriptures, '* not only abroad, but also at 
home." 



SECT. IIL 

IIL Let us examine theriy in the next place, whe- 
iher it is probable that the Scriptures could be dis- 
tributed in any very extensive way witftout such a 
combination as the Bible Society. 

Go back with me to the year 1804, Was there 
any probabilitiy that these tremendous deficiencies 
would be remedied by our Society in Bartlett's 
Buildings? With theories and conjectures I have 
little concern ; let us appeal to the evidence of facts. 

1. If we had the power to disperse Bibles and to 
promote translations with a vigour proportioned to 
the want, why was it never done ? How was it that 
nations, accessible by us, and imploring from our 
bounty the records of heavenly truth, either never 
received them at all, or received them in a measure 
so stinted and scanty ? How did it happen that we 
neither promoted translations, nor availed ourselves 
of those which were already in our hands, and upon 
which we could fully rely? The very important 
translation of Ziegenbalg* into the Tamul was 

* How singular must our zeal appear, " when we compare it 
with the labours of a Plutscho and a Ziegenbalg, who were obliged 

F2 
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finished in the year 1719. Notwithstanding the 
subsequent editions, a new impression has long 
been wanted: why have no steps been taken to for» 
ward it? How oan any person expect that we 
should have been able to procure a translation, even 
into a single language, when we could not reprint 
a version already before us, made for the use of our 
own converts, and in the very centre of our own 
missions ? If more could be done, how can we stand 
acquitted, either to the Almighty, to the world, or 
to our consciences, for not having effected it? In 
speaking of our Society in Bartlett's Buildings, you 
remark (p. 39), " Is it too much to say of such an en- 
gine, with the philosopher of old (for we thus pos- 
sess what he required and wanted, a fit foundation 
and standing-ground for his machinery) ; is it too 
much to say that ^ we can move the universe?*" 
. — Yes, it is a great deal •• too much to say," ffave 
we lAoved it? Have we made any tolerable attempt 
to move it ?— It really appears as if we were able, 
constituted as we are, to give the universe very 
little disturbance*. 

to transcribe iheir hardljr* achieved ver9ioiis» with iroB tools, ufom 
palm-tree leares !'' — Wrangham'e Skrmmi btfore ihc Uidv€mty qf Gaim' 
bridge, 1807. 

* In it Boi an extraordionry fact, that indiridtials hare, in this 
respect, done more in a few years, than the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge has effected in a century ? " From Burnet's 
Funeral Sermon on Boyle We learn, that he alone defrayed the whole 
expense of iramlating and printing the New Testament m Malay, 
and Grotios ' de Verit«tt Religionis Christianae^ in Araluo: and 
that he was the chief contributor to a Turkish version of the New 
Testametit ; subscribed largely to a circulation of Bibles in Ireland* 
Wides, and Scotland ; and gate considerable annual sums for the 
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The only version of the Scriptures in a foreign 
language, which has been printed either by us or 
our fathers, was finished in 1720: 10,000 Testa- 
ments, 60,000 Psalters, and 500 Catechetical Instruc- 
tions, with an Abridgment of the History of the 
Bible annexed, were at that time printed in Arabic, " 
The Arabic language is spoken, or understood, 
through a greater extent of population, I believe, 
than any other, except perhaps the Chinese : yet 
so slowlj^ have these copies been dispersed — I may 
add, so cautiously tco-^that many of them, I under- 
stand, are still in our cellars ; nay, it is even stated 
in the Report of 1809, that ** the rest are res^erved 
to be sent as occasion shall offer:*' and nearly a 
whole century has elapsed ! 

Besides this, I am not aware of any translations 

propagMtoti of Cbmttanity in America and the East Indies, And 
Mr. Carrey asks only 1000/* per annum for some yean, to com- 
plete and print all the versions necessary." — WranghamU Sermon be- 
fore the University of Cambridge, 1807. 

Mr. Wrangham thus proceeds: ^ The British and Foreign 
Bible Society, with honourable liberality, have already granted two 
separate sums of lOOOi. each, for this noble object. They have 
likewise granted Arabic types, and paper* for the purpose of print- 
ing 5000 copies of the New Testament, in- Turkish, at Karass, on 
the borders of the Caspian Sea ;. a favourable opportunity having 
offered for introducing the Scriptures among nearly thirty millions* 
who speak that language, and who inhabit from the banks of the 
Wolga to the shores of the Euxine : and they meditate an editkni 
of the Scriptures in the Calmuck and Arabic dialects. 

" When such are the golden fruits of this institution, can we 
forbear wishing it success in terins descriptive of Proserpine's 
* goodly tree,' 

•* ' Simili frondescat Virga Meta!k>.*— Viiwil.'* 

Wrangk<^m*9 Sermon, p. 49, 
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whatever, by the Society of Bartlett!s Buildings, 
for the benefit of those myriads of human beings, 
who are enveloped in the dreary night of heathenism 
and superstition. Was there then no ground for 
believing some "novel union and combination" * 
necessary? 

It is evident that we could not supply the de^ 
mands at home. In reading the accounts of the 
transports displayed by the poor inhabitants of 
Wales, pf Scotland, and the Highlands, on the re- 
ceipt of their Bibles, I seem to be carried back to 
the earliest period of the Reformation, when the 
treasure of the Scriptures was first laid open to 
our Ignorant forefathers. Who could believe, that 
inthis little island, where the light of Christianity has 
for so many ages shone in all its purity, and where 
there exists an engine able " to move the universe," 
tvhole districts should have remained destitute 
of the Scriptures } Were we ignorant of the 
state of things immediately around us ? Surely not : 
i^uch ignorance who could palliate? I conclude, 
therefore, that our means were not equal to the want 

2. When these deficiencies were pressed upon 
our attention by our missionaries abroad, and by 
persons who felt an interest in the success of those 
missions, did we prepare to meet the case by ad- 
ditional exertion t? I can produce no proof of 



* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 82. 
t A very small sum from the Society in Bartlett's Buildings would 
have been of great service to its missions in India, even within the 
last twelve months. I have already given an extract of a letter 
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such exertion. And when urged to supply the 
wants at home, was our zeal duly awakened by 
the distresses of our neighbours ? I fear not. Let 
us stop a few moments, to examine the point. . 

Much stress has been laid, by yourself and others, 
upon this matter of the Welsh : I will therefore select 
the case of Wales as an illustration. 

The number of Welshmen, as I am informed 
and have already stated, who read and speak their 
native language, is about 350,000. In the year 
1768, an edition of Welsh Bibles was printed by 
the Society in Bartlett's Buildings, amounting to 
20,000 copies. About the year 1 790, a great scar- 
city was again experienced. In the years 1792, 
1703, applications were " repeatedly made to the 
Society biy gentlemen in London, but they failed 
of success. For the particulars, I must refer you 
to Appendix F. As an introduction to the Appen- 
dix, I will insert in this place an extract of a letter 
which I have lately received upon the subject from 
Wales: it bears date July 7, 1810. 

" After our application to the Society failed, I ex- 

addressed to the Rev. Mr. Brown, by two of our Missioaaries at 
Tanjore (p. 27), dated Nov. 17, 1809. The letter concludes thus: 
*' These, Rev. Sir, are our wants. You desire to know our 
opinion concerning the means for supplying them, and carrying the 
salutary designs of your Society into effect, and the probable ex- 
pense attending it. The means are, printing-presses completely 
provided with every requisite. If we are favoured with all the 
necessary materials, and sufficient paper, fifty pounds sterling for 
one press, and one hundred pounds for three presses, will probably 
suffice ; out of which the bookbinders can also be paid, &c. We 
shall regularly transmit exact accounts to your Committee.** 
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erted all my abilities to procure men of opulence in 
this country to join with me in subscribing for 8000 
Bibles; I myself being engaged for one half. This 
also proved fruitless^ through the indiflfi^rence of two 
or three leading persons. For at least twelve yedrs we 
continued in this hopeless state ^ having laid aside every 
thovght of being able to succeed. — I was continually 
applied to for Bibles, and much distressed I was 
(more than I can express) to be for ever obliged to 
say, I could not relieve them. The institution <i( 
the British and Foreign Bible Society will be to me, 
and thousand others, cause of unspeakable comfort 
and joy as long as I live. The beneficial effects 
already produced in oTir poor country, of the abnti* 
dant supply of Bibles by the means of it^ are in- 
calculable. We go on now cheerfully with our 
schools, without any fear of scarcity of Bibles : in 
short, the face of things with us is entirely altered ; 
and why may it not be the case with many other 
parts of the world } I trust it is an institution thai 
will continue firm, whilst time lastS) and un^il the 
whole earth is filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord*." 

The applications were continued during the years 
1792 and 1793, accompanied by a security " that 
4000 copies should be paid for as soon as ready for 
sale." A new edition of the Welsh Bible did not 
appear till 1799; and then, apparently, not in con- 
sequence of the requests made in 1792 and 1793; 
for the ordier to print was not passed till ] 796« 

In the year 1800, and probably in 1801 and 

* {See Appendix F. 
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1802*, the Society was repeatedly addressed about 
the wants in Wales ; but all in vain. In 1804, the 
Bible Society determined to relieve them: in 1805, 
after this intended supply was announced^ the Com- 
mittee of the Society in Bartlett's Buildings deter- 
mined to do something also. 

Now let me ask the question, why did we not 
attend to the distresses of Wales, when they were 
first officially made known to ua? Why did we not 
listen to the gentlemen, who requested our aid in 
1793 ? Was it because the Committee was not ad- 
dressed by a bishop? How was it then that we 
neglected the application of the Bishop of Peter- 
borough in 1800 ? You will tell me, perhaps, that 
some persons considered the former supply as suffi- 
cient. But was it possible that the editions pub- 
lished in 1768, and 1799, could be sufficient for 3 
or 400,000 persons for upwards of thirty years to- 
gether ? , And why did we not make full inquiry, 
if there was any doubt upon the subject? 

Will any man, who considers the state of the 
world at large, of our own colonies, of Europe, nay, 
of Britain itself, together with the inactivity of the 
old Society, pretend that there was no necessity 
for a new Institution ? If the case, which I have 
already submitted, does not imply a necessity the 
most urgent and commanding, I profess myself tp 
have no idea of the meaning of the term. 

3. It must be admitted, I think, that, so late as 
the year 1804, no remarkable zeal had been shewn, 

* See Appendix A., 
G 
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mo pariicidar excfrtioa bad heem displajrttd in ^Mtt* 
iimes, by tlie Society f<Mr prmtioting Chrktiim 
Knowledge. Was it firobaMe^thett^lbbat any ettrM^ 
isrdmary ef£c>!rts lamdd be made ? I &mr oat: «ati 
jbr this.reasoQ; because the most efficient medeof 
procuring the means of activity aaid exiertioii imi 
been neglected hy the Society in Bartlett's Baild- 
JngB, raid ti>e Tiegiiect itself k extolled as merito^ 
rious. L£t me request your mttentioii to the ^I«* 
jowing daddalmii. 

In the Firsi Report of the Ci»iiiitteei>f the Bible 
Society^ ire meet with this seMlRrace'! ^ Ameagst 
the objects which have particc^ly engaged their 
attention, there was tione which appeared to them 
of greater m«<>ment thsui to make the ioetitntioii of 
the Society extensively known ^/' ' 

Upon this eireviiifltance Che atUityof all projects 
taff bewe\roleiK)e) which ara 6a9()onted by eoia;fibm* 
tions, must in a gt^eat measure depend. Who Wonhl 
belie>ve, then^ that ^is anxiety to give pohltcity to 
their proeeedi«gs eould be converted into ttiatter of 
aipcusataon ? Y^ 6»&ch i>s the fact. 

My ifirst wfithority shall he the most Tei^yecUbte, 
and ene to which yon will no); object. ** TWs i»- 
telligenoe*' {viz. ef the objects ikocomplishod hy the 
^ Btble Society) ^ is so €itr j^om bei>Rg new to the 
giBneraiity of those ivho -are likely to read- yowr 
Lordship's ipampMet, tfaht it can handiy hmvefsfled 
to have met' them, almost at every corner, in |le- 
porte, and Simimary Aocoimts, and Magazinas, and- 
Bafragrs^^ of Newsp^pers,^ and Add3>efises to the 

« FiwI ikf>ort, ^5. 
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iPlkblWf and AdvertisemeBtab and Speeches, and 
SetmoM*." A tacit oooapamoQ) is here intended 
betweeo Ute conduct of the new Societyand of the 
Q)d; ii»d btnt$ 9re occusicxBiaUy thrown cmt of tber 
superior excellence " of the silent und unottenta- 
floua inmmcr in which all the proceedings of the 
i«Mer are carried on jr." 

I know not whether to smile or he angry at an* 
other quotation of a siimikir tendency, which ha& 
proceeded, it should aeem, from the pen of a Clef ^ 
gymUn. A&er sundry gtate axroms, which are 
Qsifaered into light with all the pomp of origmal 
discovery, he proceeds in a st^n of adrBiration at 
the ttDobtrusire and retiring modesty, whids dk^ 
tinguisbes the Sodety for promoting Cbristiaa 
Knowl^ge ^^ So isLt^ he eontin^es, ^^ haa this 
iBrbeaaranoe been carried, that their vertf cxiHatCf i$ 
wmhiomrntet mmBof^ even among ike immb€r$ qf tlw 
i$imbii^ei Church t And it is an indisputable 
feat, tiiat aoime Oergjn&en bai^ been induced to 
etmrtodL tbemselves with the Britiish amd Foreign 
BiUe Sodety, merely becatiae they believed it to bo 
the only iostitation which would furnicyb them with 
Bibles at a reduced price \ %^ Dees oar enconnatt 
here mean that yon and I, and the otbei" membert 
of the Society fcrtr pronaoting Christian Knowledge, 
have crept into a fane near the end of Holborn, so 
modeet and retired, that even our own brethren 
knew nothing abou^ ms } hid ander a baidsid, when 

# Dir. Wmdtwenb, p. 9L f Ibid« p. S5* 

X An Enquiry into the Claims of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, p. •• . 

G 2 
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we dreamed that we were giving light to the world ! 
Then I say that no man can doubt for a siagle in- 
stant of the absolute necessity which existed for a 
new institution. No argument can be stronger 
than such praise. 

It has been suggested, that the passage which 
I have just quoted may be intended as a specimen 
of keen and pointed irony ; and that the author 
of it, by pushing this and some other ideas in his 
pamphlet to a ridiculous extreme, intends to ex- 
pose us. His irony, I confess, if irony it be, is 
most sarcastic and severe ; but I rather understand 
the passage as the humble and innocent offspring of 
sober sadness. And is it indeed matter of boasting 
^nd exultation, that we thus bury our talent in a. 
napkin ? Is zeal for the Scriptures to be branded 
as enthusiasm, and energy in the best of causes to 
take the name of ostentation ? Then the CBse was 
desperate. How was it possible that funds knd 
influence could ever be created by us, at all ade- 
quate even to the wants at home ? How were we 
to procure, not merely that "sordid, inert, and 
lifeless exponent, money," whiclv as sound members 
of the Bartlett's Buildings' Society, it seems we 
are bound to hold in contempt, " but, much more, 
the heart-springs from which it flows, the piety and 
wifcdom which prompt the deed*,'* "the living fund 
of flesh and spirit f," the mass of active and ani- 
mated matter, which such an occasion so imperiously 
required? 

You have well hinted, in some part of your letter, 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 25. t Ibid. p. 68. 
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that we are on no account to overlool^ the spirit of 
an institution. I agree with you : if this be cold 
and lifeless, sluggish and inert, by whatever names 
these qualities may be disguised, they cannot fail to ,^ 
freeze the " heart-springs," and to destroy the vital >S^ 
principle, of our "living fund/* ^^^^^ 

It is no ground of exultation with me, that we \ 
have done so little to promote the objects of our ^^ 
excellent institution. I turn to the confession of > 
this mournful fact with far other feelings than those 
of satisfaction. It has not unfrequently happened pV^ 
to myself and to my friends, when recommending 
the Society in Bartlett's Buildings, to meet with ob- 
jections like these. " Of the excellent nature of 
your Society, no man living can doubt ; but can you 
pretend that the manner in which it is conducted 
is blameless? With no want of pretensions to god- ^^ 
liness and zeal, is there not, in the very heart of ?^ 
your governing body, a morbid apathy, which is J 
fatal to extensive usefulness ? You boast of your L 
antiquity : have you not the mould and the rust, as \ 
well as the dignity, of age ? If your haifs are grey, ,^ 
is not your blood almost stagnant? Are not the 
usual faults of an old establishment interwoven with 
your very texture ? You profess that you wish to 
receive all sincere members of the Church of Eng- 
land : where is the proof ? What anxiety do you 
shew as a Society f Where is your zeal to give pub- 
licity to your proceedings ? Where your ardour 
to collect subscriptions ? Is it not said, upon the 
authority of some of your, principal subscribers, 
that your funds are ample and abundant ? Besides, 
what security is there that I should be elected ? Is 
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it not evident that MMae oCyoiir mofit efi^ieni mMOK 
bers wish to establish * imperium in imperU^ a 
chorcb vrhhtn « church ? Have you not rejected 
persons of sound principles and unexceptionable coih 
duct, without even the shadow oi* a reason aaiaigued.^ 
Is not a number of disseutienta equal to one-^fU^.of 
Ibe Toters present, sufficieut to reject a candidate ? 
And will any man deny, that it 19 the object and 
intention of certain voters among you to exclude' 
all the individuals against whom their prejudices 
a^e excited ? Suppose, however, that I aucceed in 
my object; are not you all slumbering upiouyour 
posts \ Can I expect to rouse you to exertiou ? i 
apQfi at a distance from London, and cannot attend 
tbe meetings; aod^ if I resided in the meiropelis« 
and attempted to give you life aad animation^ 
should I not become the ol:^ect of marked su^piciou ? 
Have not such attempts been repeatedly made^ and 
have they not invariably feUed ? If you were alert» 
and would do your best, I would subacribe with 
pleasure ; but till some symptoms of animMion ap^ 
^ pear, I must withhold my bi^/' 

It is much and deeply to be lamented^ that any 
conduct of oars should have affocded occasion to 
such auimad versions; and I repeat them with pain. 
But tliat these notions prevailed, and do still pre^ 
vail to a considerable extent, and have a powerfiaJi 
influence upoo many, ia undeniab4e. You express 
surprise, tliat the names of Lord Teignmouth and 
Mr, Owen are not to be foftnd in the list of our 
subscribers at Bartlett's Build ings» Suppose it should 
turn out that those gentlemeu' were iuAoeneed by 
some or most of the reasons whidi I have just men- 
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tiomed i^ Win y<m auffirm that they had no j^ontid 
for their conduct? With respect to Lord Teign- 
mo^ih, I can state from authority, that till it. fell 
to him, as President of the Biibie Society, to 8end 
an official letter to the Society for promoting Chris- 
liaai Knoorledf^, in 1S04, ke knew n9t ef its existence. 
Since that period, iie must haTe ^aid very little 
regand to his own feelings, if he would have submit- 
ted to the risk of a ballot Do you really beiie?^ 
that he would hare been elected ? Do you ttiink 
that it would lame been, prudent fegr Mr. Owen to . 
incur the same hazard ? *-- 1 am confident that the 
Soeiety &»r pnimoting Christian Knowledge ha$ 
\oist very many excdleat members, from the im- 
pression to which I advert; and' I therefore be- 
lieve, t*hat many of those gentlemen who patro- 
size the new Society without adding their influ- 
eaice *o the other, are induced by these eon- 
aiiierstiosrs : lliey ied that they have no choice; 
a»d that if they do not join their means and weigin 
to the jBible Siociety, they^ must be ex<;luded from 
all pardopaiticm in this glorious servioe. 

In page -QA you bint, iths^ I itiwst now be sorry for 
wbot I advanced on this subject in my former letter ; 
and that it is not a gobd habit, Spargere voces in 
tp^^vm ambigmas. OS the ^ambiguity of my decla- 
ratioffiB, I i^ocfess I did not expect to hear. My 
assertions are plain, and caao^ot fee mistaken : yet 
I really was sonry to mention these circumstances, 
aad« es^eeipt for the purpoise of vindication, I would 
not have necurred to them. 

Had the Society in Bartlett's Buildings been more 
conspicuous for ite i^eal; had it been open to all 
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the real and conscientious members of the Church 
of England ; such would have been the accumu- 
lation of its funds and the energy of its proceed- 
ings, such the ardour to discover, and the alacrity 
to supply, every want, that the Bible Society might 
possibly never have existed, as the necessity which 
produced it might never have been felt. 

I think myself then justified in saying, that the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge was 
ill qualified, under this management, for dissemi- 
nating the Scriptures, even at home, to the extent 
required ; and that it was necessary, for the accom- 
plishment of such an object, that something further 
should be done. I think, also, that you are of the 
same opinion : let us hear what you say. 

'^ It affords me the greatest satisfaction to be ena- 
bled to communicate, as I doubt not it will to your 
Lordship to hear, that vejy effectual measures have 
recently beert adopted for extending the usefulness 
of th^ Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, 
for increasing its influence, and promoting the union 
and co-operation of the clergy and laity with all its 
several important designs, through the intervention 
of a species of auxiliary Societies in every diocese 
in the kingdom ♦." 

It is plain, then, that you thought its former 
measures not very effectual: which is exactly my 
own opinion. Bat you proceed : 

" In this single expedient, I gladly recognize a 
present preventix>n and remedy, already supplied to 
our necessities, against some portion of many of 

♦ Dn Wordsworth, p. 157. 
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IJbas^evils^ which Ih^v^^ I think, truly represented 
9$ Qert^in to re^iilt, from th^ influence and prepoiir 
derafice of your<^ and the other kindied societiej, 
la^hieh I haiVe Averted to : and, regarding it a& a 
meirqifid e^m^ple of the fulfiljifteat of Bis word> wh» 
hs^ promised to be with his Church ^ imto the end of 
the world/ with cheerful hppes, and a renovated 
8|uritjj I he?^tily wish yonyr L(;^rd3hip ferewell *." 

You must surely have despaired of their capa» 
bility of making any eflFort whatever, if a simple 
resolution like this can ^ttd)^ ^nob admiration! 
Was it really i^uch ^ di®c«iJit voiatter ^ carry this 
single proposition ? I ap|)lawd the ^^f^i^nt : hut 
limst be e:&pu^ed if I QbservQ» (hat it^ utility will 
4epen<J, pot oq the wis.i<)^ of the ^ineasare (for 
which the Bi|;^le SqoiQty k amwerahte), but on the 
spirit aqd m^ntkef with whi^ it i^ carried into effisct. 

4. Next let m^ inquire, whether? it was likely that 
the PisiSieateFSf alone WQi^jld have beeu equal to 
the task. 

The £U9$ent^rs^ we all ki^w^ a^e. fi^l (^ zeal and 
activity ii^ a^y ca^se which ^ey undertake. Out 
when we reflect hpw small i? their niumher, if com- 
pared with tj^ose who pjTo^s^ the pdaciples of the 
J^l^blishmei^t, it is highly prohable that tbey couldl 
i^pt have found means^ to meet the exigency of the 
ca^ Powerful they WQ^ld certaiiaJy have beea^ 
9^ for purposes^ of evil, if such were their ohjeciy 
igufficiently powerful : hut they could not have di$H 
pjersed tiie Scriptures to the extent required, abroad 

* Dr. Wordswwtlu p- H7» . 
H 
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and at home. Would they have had the counte- 
nance of the Kirk ? Would they have had the sup- 
port of the Clergy of Ireland ? Would they, I will 
ask, have obtained general contributions even from 
the-Methodists ? I am strongly disposed 4o answer 
all these inquiries in the negative. If the Church 
of England take the lead, numbers are willing to 
defer to her authority,, who will on no account sub- 
mit to each other. 

5. I need not point out to you, that the tendency 
of this discussion is to overthrow many of the asser- 
tions*, and several of the principal hypotheses, con- 
tained in your pamphlet. If it be true* — and it is 
most assuredly true^-that, so late as the year 1804, 
the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge 
went on quietly and steadily, without any extraor- 
dinary exertion : if a considerable number, both of 
the Clergy and Laity, were afraid to venture their 
names, upon the list of candidates, and were there- 
fore prevented from adding to its efficiency : if eveii 
jsome of the European dominions of Britain were in 
a great measure destitute of the word of God, whilci 
whole continents were involved in the profoundest 
night of error and superstition : and if the Dissen- 
ters alone were incapable of supplying the defect 
of the Society in Bartlett's Buildings : it follows of 
course, that no expedient remained but the trial 
pf some such institution as the Bible Society; — -an 
institution which, laying aside all private considera- 
tions of inferior moment, ishould combine — for this 
grand, simple, and most important object — ^the ta- 
lents and the energy of all men, in all places, wh# 
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appeal to the Scriptures as the rule of lifeatod the 
revelation of God, 

6: And the experiment has succeeded iti a man- 
ner far above the most sanguine expectation of its 
warmest friends : men of all classes and descriptions,, 
of different countries, churches, and denominations, 
who love the Bible in its purity, have expressed their 
admiration of the new Society ; and, wherever they 
could, have lent it their countenance and support. 
To the minds of ninety-nine men out of a hun- 
dred, the principle upon which it is founded is 
an irresistible recommendation : hence the number 
of societies which have sprung into existence, 
upon the same liberal basis, in several parts of 
Europe, and upon the continent of America. The 
wisdom, or expediency, or propriety, of those insti- 
tutions, may form a distinct question; but you 
yourself, I think, \vill not deny that their numbec 
alone is absolute demonstration of the popularity at 
least of the plan. 

Frota the example of the parent institution in 
London, auxiliary Societies have arisen in Birming^ 
ham, Reading, Nottingham, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; 
Penryn and Falmouth, Leeds, Manchester, Exeter, 
Leicester; Kendal, Sheffield, Hull, Bristol, &c.* 

In Scotland, similar associations have been form- 
ed in Glasgow, Edinburgh, East-Lothian, Greenock, 

* Three new Auxiliary Societies have been established since the 
fi)rmer edition of this pamphlet j^ent to the press. One at Neith ; 
President, the Right Hon. Lord Vernon :— one at Uxbridge ; Presi- 
dent, the Right Hon. Lord Gambler: — one at Sunderland; President, 
Kev. Dr. Gray. 

H2 
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und Ab^^e^; together #ith tbe Scottish WAt 
Society, by the Ministers of the Pnesbytery of Editi- 
burgh. 

In Ireland, We have the Hibernian Bible Soctfely, 
at Dublin, from which several "minor tocietie^ have 
branched — tiz. in Dufigannon, in Armagh, in Bel- 
fiMt, Limerick, Londonderry, and New Ross :— ^-Thie 
Cork Bibte Society, which has also given rise and 
encoarag^^iMnt to similar asscyciatrorts in that city 
and iti viiclnity :*— Aft A%soeiation of thie Presbyte- 
rian Ministers of Ulster, for the purpose of distri- 
buting the Scriptures atnotig the poor both of the 
firtabliihed Church and <6f every religrous.d^nomi* 
iiattoti. 

If yoti bok abroad> yo* will find that the Sofeiety 
hi Loftdon has given birth to a " German Bible So* 
ci«;y*' at Nttretiber^ (sinte transferred to Ba^le) ; 
« a Bible Society at Berlm;'* " an Evangelical So- 
fciety at Stockholm,'* {the two last under Hoyal pa- 
trotoage) 5 and ten Societies within the United States 
of America. 

Aiid with these proofs l)efore us, and proofs like 
thbi^e, are we to pa^se, and doubt, and consider, 
whether th* principlie be popular or not ? Like the 
Baftyan tree t>f the East, 

* Sii€h to ^ this ^y ^ India<» kniylni, 
Ib Mdlabar^ dr 0ectti» tspreadt li^r aitnt ; 
Braoishiiig '4(^ brofad and loag^ ^ait m tbe i^vonnd 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree; a pillar'd shade, 
UiglioverarchM; 

the Society tyf London has sent its shoots in every 
direction, whkh have theniMlves taken root, and 
become the fruitful parents of additional istend^ atid 
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^xpand^d foliage. "The hiik are even now feover^ 
with the shadow of it, and its boughs are like the 
goodly cedars *.** I trust that it will s^ill extend in 
inflneftce through thd whole earth. 

I wkAi my limits would permit ttie to lay before 
you tb^ testimonies of approbation which bavd 
poured in from every side. I have selected a few 
for the Appendix t, but I Wiil bere present yoU 
with lwo> by Way of specimen: they come from 
foodies 0/ men, who are not only di^inct, but who 
can have little in eommon with each other. The 
first strongly approver of the plan of the Society : 
the second does the same, and, further, mentions it 
as a particular recommendation, that the institu- 
tion Was formed under the patronage and direction 
of some of the higher dignitaries of the Church of 
England. 

Extract from a Circular Address qf tke Bible Society 
of Massachiissetts, January 1810* 

" It is generally known, that, in the year 1804, 
a Society was formed in London, under the patro- 
nage nf some of the most reispectable names atnong 
the nobility, clergy, and others, of every religious 
denomination, for the grand and simple purpose of 
distributing the holy Scriptnres in all countries and 
in all languages. So /orcibfy does tke simplicity, its 
toeH as the usefulness, of this design^ strike every ^- 
tions mind, that perhaps the first sentiment is thai tf 
wonder tJiat it had neter before been adopted on an 
eMensioe scale in itny part of Christendom. The 
history of jthe operations t>f this magnificent esta- 
* Psalm 80. See Appendix G. 
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blishment seems, however, to shew, that it has been 
adopted late, only to be embraced, with the more 
zeal, and prosecuted with the more success. The 
five Reports whiqh the Society has published, can-- 
n0tfail to seize the attention and gladden the heart 
of every Christian who reads them. He will think 
he sees at no great distance the day, when every 
region of Europe, and perhaps of the Eastern Con- 
tinent, is to fe^l the influence of his charity ; for 
which Christendom called, and thousands have al- 
ready blessed the names of its authors/' 

My next extract is from the recommendation of 
the Synod of Aberdeen. 

Recommendation of the Synod of Aberdeen, llth 
October, 1808, ybr, a Collection in aid of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. 

** There was laid before the Synod, by their Com- 
mittee for Overtures, an unanimous overture of the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen, for a collection in aid of . 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
. /* The Synod, after deliberating on the subject, 
highly approved of the said overture, and recom- 
mended to every minister in their bounds, to col- 
lect in his parish for the above purpose," &c. 

" The British ^nd Foreign Bible Society was 
formed in London, in the year 1804, under the 
patronage qnd direction of some of the highest dig- 
nitaries of the Church of England, and of several 
noblemen and gentlemen who have held the most 
distinguished offices, and are among the brightest 
ornaments of their , country. ^^ — " The object of the 
Society is so simple, and the sphere of its proposed 
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employmefat so extensive, as to have engaged in its 
support different denominations of Christians. The 
contributions already furnished have been large; 
but the prosecution of the designs now carrying on, 
and of those further intended, will require more aid 
from the increasing charity of all Christians.**— 
•* This is a cause which demands our countenance 
and aid. It is the cause of humanity, virtue, and 
Heaven.*^ 

I appeal once more, ]vith confidence, to the judg- 
ment of every man, who will candidly exercise his 
judgment, whether, after reading these accounts, and 
accounts similar to these, from all classes and de- 
scriptions, in countries widely different from each 
other in language, and manners, and government, 
and modes of religion, it be possible to deny, for a 
single moment, that the "liberal basis" of the 
Bible Society, with the Churcli of England at the 
head of it, is calculated in a pre-eminent degree to 
call forth the zeal and the energies of aU men who 
reverence the word of God. No narrower system 
could lever have produced such effects as these. 

7. And this is the place to notice some observa- 
tions of yours, contained in the 51st page. 

" But, to grant, however, that an extreme want 
of new supplies was experienced and deplored at 
the time alluded to ; and that new channels of do- 
ing good appeared to be opening, and new fields 
ripening for the harvest, while faithful labourers 
and reapers only were wanting for the work; what 
do you think would have been best to be dpne in 
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fiidi cirenm&taneeis ? I should have said : ' Cott^et 
your mater iml& ; make out jour case thoroitgfaly ; 
aiid then come and appeal W the more than 3000 
meneibers of the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge : f^tisfy them that the oause ia a good 
one; make your ap{>Iication through themediiim of 
their recommendation ; and do not give yourself 
over to a mistaken and unprofitable despair */ '" 

** Collect your materials !" Who was to coUect 
them ? The Dissenters, with whom, according to 
your statement, the Society originated ? f Qr Lord 
Teignmdtttb, and Mr. Owen, ^nd the other men-r 
bers of the Church of England ^ Or would yoii 
have recommended to those gentleQa<en, who> aft^t 
repeated applications in I792i and 17^3 {, gare 
lis up in despair, to try u& yet again \ Or wo^ld 
you hare urged continued atten^pts on the part of 
the Bishop of Peterborough, and of those who 
had about the year 1801 §., been assailing us without 
&uceees?--'r-m^« Come and appeal ! " ** satisfy them !" 
&c. Alas ! after the history whleh you will find in 
Appendix A and F, I aj» at a loss to kuow what 
kind of siU^isfaction we might think it right to de-^ 
mand. Had not appeals been made to us four 
years before I Did we not kiiow> as weU 9S they 
did, that the evil was of enormous Bc>a^nitude« both 
abroad and at home? And should we ever have 
been sati^d^ till it had b^en proved to'^emoaatra^ 
tion that not one of our Bibles 'would by any ac*> 
cident be contaminate^ l>y the breath qf a IJ^s^ft^ 

« Dr. Woidswonb, p. iU f Br* WordswonW p« ^t. 

X gen App^** ?f § Ske Appeaii^ J^ 
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ter, or reach its destination through *^ Unfriendly 
and noxious channels ? *'* 

But you proceed, p. 51 : ** It \^ill perhaps be no 
Very extravagant calculation to estimate that each 
of those members, on an average, might have had 
influence enough to procure one additional name to 
the common stock, or some equivalent additional 
Contribution ; and thus, by accumulating your fresh 
zeal and labour upon theirs, an accession mighty 
almost at one effort, have been obtained, equal in 
power and influence to the whole present strength 
of the Bible Society. I think we greatly underva- 
lue the ability and the disposition to co-operate in 
such a cause, yet latent even among the members of 
the Church of England only, if We do not believe it 
very far to surpass in numbers what has hitherto 
been attained by the aggregate exertions of the. 
Bible Society and the Society for promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge. Hence it was, that in my letter 
to the Clergyman of the Diocese of London, I ven- 
tured to suggest, that the great object of dissemi- 
nating, to a very enlarged extent, the Scriptures in 
foreign parts, might, perhaps, have been even * more 
easily obtained' without the institution of any 
new Society, by an extension of, and combination 
with, the old.*' 

Nothing can be more idle than to say what might 
have been done, when the probability is, that if this 
had not been done nothing else would 5 and that 
the evil would have remained without the slightest 
diminution. And as to this '* accumulation of fresh 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 62 ; and vide Country Clergyman, p^ 2S. 

I 
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zeal ai^d l*}>our," perp^it i^p ^9 t^mixx^ yoR, tt# 
some, even of our own body, tbinl^ tl^y af e^ PftJ^i^S 
us complimej^ts b^ representing iju? ^ ^<^^^^l ^^^ 
we are ney^r heard of. I fear t^ere y^z^ ?9p n^i}?!^ 
ground six years a^p^ fop tbift s^tiirical coa^jf^tn- 
dation. The Societ^ is pow beginning to h% yigi- 
^nt, and I sincei;ely rejoice in i^. ^^ <^Xi v^Vi 
speak to m^n at Uiei^ own d^gr^ ; apfjj if \ve ^pfu^jij^;^ 
ourselyejs as we 9.ught, ijufl^J^^rs wiU^ ^^OSfi^ ^Js 
circumstan(^»e, be induced to ap^i^ u^ w,tio n^yi^K 
tjjipught of qs Wpre, ^d wbp, a^ ^yr r^^, WJHld 
have had to discpye^ ^^e^r. wfty to us by gi^e^. 9qfe 
do not forge^, th^t^ foi; this ^gtijvity, w^ a?^ i«r 
debted to the eajulat^ion^ whiclj^ l)^ b^en e^cit^d 1^ 
t^e Bible Sqciety. In tljfj y^r, I8O49 if \ 9^^ 
believe our qwn, advocate of tb? West;, ^pjatepf ^flft 
thisprinciple of ^e^l, sq closely di^w)^,tfajl^§.^h^|t^ 
•* in tjie keep ajp^d siM^PIRS ^p'd,"^^" qf.o^ji ojfm mftr. 
desty, that m^n^, ey^ o^jk 9leCg^i Huft^ftftt 
ot our existence ! 

I uiusjt entreaty ^e^, a trvic^^y^^it)^ tbv^^ i^jefmir 
nable series of g^ess^s ap^ copj^qtqr^ Xl?e prOr 
babilities are altogether agajns^t you; a^^^qeed. 
scarcely remind yoiji pf th^^ very just ob^^rva^oi^ 
which you so earnestly pj>e§s pi^t^^at^pti 99^,0^ i-ord, 
Teignmoutn, that " probability is the gui^fi pChlife*'* 

8. The next in^i\iry^ co^^Qtec} ^yj^h t}w§v pcmt, 
of my subject, is, Wha^ ^»^y?i ^9.^^^lly. be§n the. 
effects of this^ "'npvel, c^^hina)ticy;i" wjth rjegax4 tQ 
the d|ssenaination of the Si^ript|irqj?,?, If it be re?,-? 
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%bAmi to 4^briciua'6 iliki tHfe bthel- p\ln of '^|«l- 
WKe Jfitehe§ts ii^bUld ndt Sbcce^B, ha^ this Uiis^ered 
hettbYt Thfe Reiibi-te, probably, ivill thfb^^ sofati6 
Ughl bH the Subjfect. For tHd il^feseHti allSw tee tb 
assume the fact, that a great distributibti df iH6 
Scff{)IBr&i has takdti plikcfe.— " Ay ! btit iHis is no- 
thing 16 th'e purpose; it fe & mete * ignbratib 
feletfchi * }' wfe fif fe tb ibbk forWrd At £he * bitieful 
»if€f«tibn/ iiid tHfe ' fevil^,' and * Jrfi'pbhiant defi- 
mhci^ §kd fibssteilitfts bf evil extent in, ^nd r^- 
^Miiifl frtfrhV Ac. &c." Bdt I contend, that fhes6 
ifiittgfe a^e to the lAfrpble; they ar^ of the vkrf 
%ksmt^ bf thfe af^n?gfit. If i Ka^e kiiM H i>fli- 

imn ffeM ai^oiate^tjr- cbu^a noi! supply iws sk- 

Ifiiliia, ^nd if it be U f^ct ^at the Bi&T^ SbotetV ha^ 
^^ Jtfri^d^g^^e m mbv^ ^hid itily btb^ Mi 
ebuW ih' ift i^f obabil?fy kGCortipUiti ; SA* that it h^i 
ibt a* ^et brc«p< S 4d^t«i^ bf « "WSn'^to o^^^ 
mmt" iijifbh itii rfSigrAom'^, ^k causfe iS ri^^ff^ tffe- 
m^a. Tfti gtTbff th^t liai hUeUf Ueii dofle; 
tft6Y^ft/*d, JKrf^; §Wfer into fh'e question iS & lA'bSt M- 
tftriaf ^¥t br k: ^riof to ^Ay dfsbtfS^'ibiH at all, if it 
'd^ b'i h^\y rhU&e 6ut,,thsit ttie dkribi\"Rb\i of 

mmi i8 i fei^ km ^utfed aaty ot mcAmimiti 

HkptitkiiU, «nd tMt a Sttc?Ay lill^e tA^.is 41Vjfi'd 
:fi}^UiK6 fb tft^ diktfibAtibn i'h the f^e^dlVM d:i> 
<!ihl, tfetetf «t ^rfeb* tdn^S^td^diiis ^rf^Hl it dW6« 

iJei ft* not' hS attV^'iSa iipbh' nife, libWev'^i^,' tMt 1 
«ft iir^dPoii B^ iHi "m.AU6^\mA di«pd^!^bhtb 6^ 
aWiig ^<WI, wftfibftt dii^ in'qtfify cbf»c^iHf tM 

* Dr. Wordsi^oHliV ^ !^. 
12 
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meansJ' I am anxious to cotisider the subject in 
every light. On this point I must take as my 
tejtt,^^ and employ according to my o^n notions, a 
sort of general exposition^ which I find in your let- 
ter, p. 29. 

"With me this is the question : Whether, as man, 
along with that good and perfect gift, and revelation 
of his will, which cometh down from the Father of 
lights, has therefore confessedly a duty imposed 
upon him of making known and circulating that 
will — Whether, I say, he be straightway released 
altogether from any other care and further obliga- 
tion of weighing well what are the best means ta 
impart it ? Whether he is entitled, thenceforward, 
on this account, and for' this plea, to mix, without 
check or controul, what portion he pleases of self- 
derived and earthly evir*--^(7Vac/^, ^.presume) — ^^ in 
the mode of administering the divine and heavenly 
communication ? Whether he may justly expect 
that we should stand by to reward his exertions 
with our unqualified support and praise when it may 
be shewn, perhaps, that he is all the while fatally in- 
dustrious and successful in deserting the old, the safe, 
effectual, and legitimate channels of this communis 
cation, and in devising iiew, perilous, and baneful 
means of his own> whereby very great and unneces-* 
sary injury is threatened to those blessings of truth, 
piety, love, and immortality, for the sake of which 
the word of God was itself given to man ? And whe- 
ther, in fine, we can justly be charged with trea*- 
son against the Majesty of Heaven, with loathings 

* the food of angels,' with endeavouring to bring in 

* a famiR^ of the word of Grod,* when all our soli* 
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citude is, that, for the further ;fcind more happy pro- 
pagation of that word, it may go abroad, on its heal- 
ing and heavenly ministry, freed, as much as pos- 
sible, from the incumbrance of aH adventitious 
earthly load and intermixture'' — (that is to say^ 
Tracts) — " the sole proper work of man's hand ?'** 



SECTION IV. 



IV. I nowi therefore, proceed to consider some of 
the advantages which result from this " novel union 
and combination/' 

1. The first which I shall mention^ is a most won^ 
derful and unexampled dissemination of the Scrip- 
tures. 

The Society for promoting Christian Knowledge 
has been established upwards of a century. I have 
already stated, that the only edition of the Scrip- 
tures which it has given to the world, in a foreign 
language, was an edition of 10,000 copies of the 
Arabic Testament, in 1720. 

The Bible Society has. existed six years, and in 
that time has printed editions of the Bible in En-, 
glish, Welsh, and Gaelic : 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p, 29, 
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N^^ Tteitttinents in 
French Portugude DUtbh 

S|ia«lfsh Italian * Danish^ and 

Modern Oretk ; . • 
a Mohawk ve^^ion ^ of St. Jdhn's Oo^pel^ and ftti 
£s^#ifmaux version of the samte ; to which thS Gch- 
spel of St. Luke will soon be added. 

The Society has contributed to promote in Eu- 
rope, editions of the Scriptures^ or portions of 
them, in the 

German Bohemian Swedish 

Polish Lithuanian Laponese, and 

Icelandic CalnHick Turkish 

languages and dialects. 

Editions of the Scriptures in the following Orien- 
m languages dV6 tidW ptis^viiitg Jn iMik. 
Mindii^atti ii^HHH 

Bengalee M^TdySliiii 

Persian SMserk 

Chinese t Burman, and 

Cingalese J TamuL 

* Tte translator was Teyonmhokarawai, a Mohawk chief. Oa 
my asking hiih the question^ whether he would be willing to trans- 
late a portion 6t the iffew Testament, if we c6ul() pn^ure £^e 
jh-itfthfg of it , his tktHver Wii : ^ It I 6oiil(f frave Jt [Irititfetf in fiig-^ 
htki, 1 w^tlklbe^ih dt? AinJH^e^ ^iiti ^oit till cktrk, me^fdAf, 
without intermission." — This cotirtersbtioh took place in AiftisA^ 
1804^. 

t *' I must not omit to commend the zealots and perseTering 
labours 6f M'r. La^r^ and or those learned and pious persons, who 
have accomplished, for the future' bHikcSfe* ^e mfy &d(ie dr thMi'iki^ 
mense and populous region (Chi na)» Chinese versions, in the Chinese 
character, of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark) and Luke; throwing 
open that precious mine^ with all its religious and moral trea- 
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On t^ii^ subject I uaifst ta|ce the liberty to iQseit 
an extract of a l^^t^r, written by ^ t-'^^'Sfy^'P^ri ^ 
Calcu^tst wbp. qa^DAttt fe^il to be veU^oquaiqt^d witb 
the facts. 

*' At Dip^pore the learbed and in^^&tig^ble Mr. 
Henry Mar;tyn *, with his coadjutors, ^ai^HM/ frQia 
Arabia, and Mirza from Lucknow, are cp^^petent 
to furnish co^rept; editions of tb# Scripture in Hin- 
4ust9ni, Persi;^n,. and Arabic. 
" The Mala3^alim, Cingalese, Malay, and Tetipgat, 

«n^Sj tp thf^ Ur^oat associated popalation in the world/' — Lord 
JfHinfo'^ Spffck at the College qf Fort ffMli(m* 1 30§. • 

X '* Tl^e nui^ber of natives' id Ceyloi)^ subject to the ^ritifi^ 
Government^ is.compated at s^ million and a half; their JanguagQf 
are the €ingalese and Tamul, Nearly the first three books of the. 
Old Testament, and the whole of the New, have been translated 
\^\^ tl^ Cii}galesi§4 and prjnted at Columbo, at the charge of the> 
Gpv^r^lW^" As^ t^ ipeaf^f qf pript^ijig at Col^Inbo s^re Vjery lir 
mited, the Bible Society is renderiiig. the neci^ssai^y ^asls^mce.-^^ 
Sixth Report of Bible Society* 

* Mr, Martyn is Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge : a 
gf9tl^j]i9o. qC very auperioc talents, and of the highest respectability. 
He is now at Cawnpore. 

t lyir. Po^gi^nges, the Missionary at Vizagapatam, is employed, 
iiv,qo.^unq(]ion.virit(i Aiuinderayjer, a converted Brahnun, in tran^ 
l^¥?\g^l^SiKip<^r«s into, the TeUnga« 

I,8f^jpi;^,sm. extract ofa ktterveritten a few months ago, by Mr. 
I^gr4ng««» to.tbe-Re^ Mn Bfown of Calcutta. 

*' The extent o£ country through which the Telmga language 
pc^VAiJ/i,, is, an_ important consideration/' — *' Ob the sea- coasts'' 
itissp9](<m^ ''iirom. Oanjam; to Madras. By drawing a line from 
M94lF98 tQ.Toonibudra, thence to this side of Hydrabad, thence to 
Ga|[\iam wj^bintjie Ghauts the extent of couiitry within which the 
Ti»|jj9g»Jaiiguage,pi«vails,may' be ascertained as nearly as pos- 
•ibJiVb But the Joaawladge of ity either in speaking or writing, is not 
CQQ^ned within.lhete Imes, aa it is weU understood, spoken, and 
even w/itten, by nu^nbers iaM«dr$s, Mysore, &c/' 

For another extract fkon^ this letter, see Appendix H,. No. 1 : see 
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in Malabar, Ceylon, and the Coast, will be ably 
conducted; and the Missionaries* at Serampore 
are qualified to proceed with Bengalee, Mahratta, 
Sanscrit, Burman, Chinese, and perhaps some other 
dialects of India. It is probable in a year or two 
there will be found competent translators into every 
Oriental tongue. 

~ " This happy beginning could not have advanced 
beyond the threshold withojut the fostering care of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society -j-.'* 

The Bible Society has already appropriated to 
Bengal 5000/. ; and since the last arrivals from 
India, the Committee have resolved to aid the 
ftinds of the Corresponding Committee in Bengal 
by an annual grant of 2000/. for the y^ars 1811, 
1812, and 1813; and, at their recommendation, to 
furnish a printing press and fount of Malabar 
types, complete, for the Ministers at Tanjore. 

also No. 2, a letter from the Rev. Mr. John^ senior Minister ae 
Tranquebar. 

* Dr. Carey, and the Missionaries at Seram(>ore» have been en- 
gaged in translations for several years. The Baptist Missionary 
Society published a Memoir upon this subject in 1808> and another 
in the present year. For an extract from the last- Memoir, I must 
refer to Appendix H,.No. 3. Th^ state of. the translations in No- 
vember 1809, is announced in the following terms. ^ 

" In the Bengalee, the work is completed ; in Sungskrit (San- 
scrit) and Orissa, the New Testament is printed, and a commence- 
ment made; in the Old ; in Mahratta and Hindoosthanee, the New 
Testament is nearly half printed ;; in Guzeratte, Punjabee, and Chi- ' 
n^se, a beginning only is "made in the printing ; in the I'elinga 
and Kernata, the New Testament- waits for revision; and in Bor- 
roan we have types prepared and a translation commenced." — Pe- 
riodical Accounts relative to the Baptist Missionary Society, p. 56. 

t Summary Account of Bible Society, p. 62. 
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Look next to the Continent of Europe and to 
America : what was doing there till the year 
J804? 

The zeal of tiie Bible Society, as I have already 
shewn, operated upon them like an electric shock; 
and the result Js a diffusion of the Scriptures to an 
almost incredible extent: and that not merely in 
states which are either wholly independent pf the 
Papal power, or but^ remotely connected with it> 
but even in France* and Spain |. 

A supply of copies of the Scriptures, either in 
whole or in part, has been extended to 

Southern Africa; 

Paramaribo ia Surinam.; 

Demara^ra; 

The coast of Labradore^ for the Esquimaux Indians; 

The West Indies, for ihe use of the Christian 
Negroes; 

* The islands of Sark, Jersey, ^Madeira, Sicily, 
Malta |, Dominica, Bermuda, Jamaica, Guada- 
loupe^ Martinique, Trinidad, Aj^tigua, St.Thpmas^s, 
and Prince Edward's; 

The British soldiers at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and on various foreign stations ; 

The army, navy, and European inhabitants, in 
the East Indies; 



* ! 



Sec Appendix H, No. 4. + Appendix H, No. 5. 

' % " The 500 copies of the Italian New Testament, sent to a re- 
spectable correspondent at Malta, have been received and put 
into distribution. Roman Catholic Priests, upon receiving copies,' 
expressed their joy, that they now had the Scriptures in a lan- 
guage which they understood/' — Sixth Report of Bibh Society^ 

K 
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The inhabitants of Newfoundfand, Canada, New 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia ; 

The settlers at Van Diemen's Land, Sierra Leoae, 
and Goree ; 

The French at St. Domingo; * 

, The Spaniards at Baenos Ay res, and in Old Spain ; 

The Portuguese at Rio Janeiro, and in Portugal; 

The poor in Gallicia, Alsace, and Mecklenburgb ; 

The Finlanders at Stockholm; 

The poor German colonists on the banks of the 
Wolga*; - 

The colonists at New South Wale*. 

Had any man, seven years ago, foretold that such 
events would take place within that period, would 
he not have been reminded by some persons, with 
an air of ridicule, that the whole eflforts abroad of 
the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge 
were exhausted, for an entire century, in the pro- 
duction of an Arabic Testament ? Would he not 
have be6n derided as an enthusiast, fit only for the 
receptacle of Moorfields ; as a visionary of the very 
highest order ? 

But let us con^ nearer home. Not only has the 
attention of the Society been directed to those who 
are employed in the defence of tlie country \, so far 
as its benevolence could reach them ; and to the im- 
provement of ther rising generation, by furnishing 
Sunday Schools with copies of the Bible ; but we re- 
cognize itspresefiee and effects incur Hospitals and 
Workliouses, in Penitentiaries, in Gaols, and even 

* See Appendix H, No. 6. f Sec Appendix H, No. 7- 
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in the very depdts of our prisoners of war. Many a 
poor captive^ who, after losing all his possessions, 
expected little recompence from the bounty of ene- 
mies, has received, in the prisons* of England^ " the 
Pearl of great price." Many an Onesimus, who 
in his own land was the reproach of his friends and 
the disgrace of society, will go back from this 
ivith the Bible in his band, and with its precepts in 
his heart. 

Who, then, can reflect, without a glow of exul- 
tation, upon the sublime attitude which England at 
this moment presents to the world ? Scarcely can 
a destitute foreigner touch upon her coasts f , but 
he receives from her bounty the most invaluable 
of gifts, the revelation of the most higli God. Slie 
dispenses liberally ; and she is nobly repaid by the 
prayers and tears and blessings of the poor. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments that have 
heen issued, in the British European dominions 
alone, by the Bible Society, was, previous to the 
date of the Jast Report, 222,898-1. These have gone 
from the repository in London. If to these I add 
all that have been circulated in Qreat Britain and 
Ireland, by the numerous Auxiliary Societies in all 
parts of the United Kingdom, the aoiount would be 
prodigiously increased. 

WheriB was the promise, that any distinct combi- 
Datioi>3 of men would have effected a tenth, or a 
hundredth part of these most glorious achievements ? 

* Sec Appendix H, No. 8. 

t See Appei^dix H, No. 9, and the LeUer to Dr. Gaskin, p. 44. 
% In connection with tfiis subject, see Lord Teignmoutb's Let* 
ter, pp. 20,21. 

K 2 
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I hare here presented you with facts, not with loose 
conjectures', or fancied probabilities ; and this dis- 
tinction should nerer be forgotten jn the argu- 
ment. 

The Dissenters, it is well known, have by no 
means the influence which the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge can command; and 
we see what that Society has done in a century : 
and can it be believed, by any man who will give 
himself impartially to the consideration of the sub- 
ject, that any thing short of a principte which has 
roused the energies of all classes, and descriptions^ 
could be equal to efforts like these ? If our ideas- 
of probability are to be deduced from reason and 
experience, it is diflictilt to conceive that, upon 
this part of the question, two opinions can exist. 

2. The Bible Society tends to promote unanimity and 
intercourse on practicable grounds. 

The general duty of conciliation is allowed by alt 
of us; but it is so much forgotten in practice, and 
even in theory is so seldom foUowed out into its 
details, that I do not think myself guilty of a wan- 
ton encroachment on your time in adducing, on 
this subject, a few excellent remarks from a high 
authority. 

'^ But if there is too visible a coldness among us, 
in that which requires our greatest heat and zeal, 
there is a great deal of flaming heat about matters 
in which more gentleness, and a milder temper, 
would both look better, and more effectually com- 
pass that which is designed by it : I mean, the bring- 
ing the Dissenters into our communion. Bitter 
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failings, and arough behaviour, cannot make many - 
converts *.'* 

Again, in speaking of himself and his friends, * 
the Bishop adds: " They think, that, in matters de- 
clared to be indifferent, no harm conld follow on 
it, if some regard were had to the scruples of 
those who divide from us, in order to the forti- 
fying the whole by uniting us among ourselves. 
But till that can be done, they think a kind deport- 
ment towards Dissenters softens their prejudices, and 
disposes them to hearken to the reasons, which 
they ofler to them with all the force they can, 
but without the asperity of words, or a contemp- 
tuous behaviour ; in which they have succeeded so 
welly that they see no cause to change their con- 
duct f." • 

The main cause, as I conceive, of the animosi- 
ties which generally exist between Churchmen 
and Dissenters, is, that they mutually stand aloof. 
If a reasonable intercourse were maintained, many 
erroneous notions would soon be corrected, and 
many sources of asperity would be dried up. 
The Bible Society has exhibited us to the Dis- 
senters in a new light. They see with great sur- 
prise, that we are not big6ts in our faith; and 
that, while we warmly love and sincerely venerate 
the Church of England, we are willing, in every le- 
gitimate and practicable way, "to become all 
things to all men, that we may by all means gain 
some" — not merely to ourselves, but to the fold of 
Christ. H^ you condescended to attend " the 

* Bishop BuroetV Pastoral Care* f Pastoral Care. 
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Eoclefiia»tieal Generd Coiux^iU boldeii at the Old 
London Tavern*,** which excites so much of your 
pleasantry, you would, I am persiisided, have thought 
with me, that the Bible Society had in this view al- 
ready produced a mo^ power4'ul effect; and ithere 
is no great hazard in the conjecture, that similar 
results will arise, wherever Auxiliary Societies shall 
be formed. 

S It removes a ground ofofence^ and furnislkes a 
powerful appeal to the consciences of those who are 
indifferent to Christianity. 

The divisions among Christians professing \h^ 
same faith, hiave long been the reproach of our re* 
ligiop, and the subject of indecent scoffs and reviU 
ings with the advocates of infidelity. In the pri<ai-* 
live days of the church, the Heathens were in inany 
instaiuces induced to think favourably of Christie 
ajaity, by observing the anion and niutual loye of 
believers ; and may we not reasonably presume, 
that the same cause at present would produce the 
same ejects ? It is, then, highly expedient, for the 
credit of Christianity itself, to convince the- world 
that its votaries can unite for the defence and pro- 
pagation of their faith ; that, degenerated as we are 
from the virtues of the early martyrs and confesses,, 
we s^re still capable of being joined togiether in " the 
unity of the Spirit" and " the bond of peace ;'^ 
and that, when the interests of our common r^Iigioa 
are concerned, we ^an lay aside our dissensions, 
aod in some degree bring back the resemblance 
of those happy days, when " the multitude of 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 101. 
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them that believed/ were of one heart, and of one 
sonl*/^ 

4. It zoiil serve as a channel of cqmmunkatien^ and 
a hmid of umon^ with foreign churches. 

The Society for promoting Cbristiao Knowledge 
fidmits foreign members f ; bat it cannot be denied^ 
that, til) the establishment of this new society, we 
bad little or no connection with the churches 
abroad. And what a prospect has been opened to 
us here! What prejudices have been removed 1 
What misconceptions corrected ! I will not take 
ap your time by expatiating on the delight, whicji 
the member^ of tt^ reformed churches have dis- 
played on contemplating this ^^ novel pombination/' 
We now find that even Catholics themselves are aU 
lowed to read the word of God ; and that they read it 
gladly : that their very Priests J express " the most 
heartfelt joy and gratitude"' to Heaven, for the 
existence of the Bible Society, and ^'lively emotions 
of unfeigned love and affection for all its members/.' 
This i^ but the beginning of a union, which will 
assuredly be extended and enlarged ; the first 
dawning of a brighter day §. 

* Acts iv. 32. 

t The present number is five: viz. one in 1764; one in 1779 ; 
one in 1793; and two in 1800. You say (p. 86), that the Society 
has iad many foreign members : those times, I fear, are gone by* 

X See First Report of the Bible Society, p. 43. Also Sixth Re- 
port, Appendix, No. 51. 

§ '' I may, without hazard of contradiction, assert, with respect 
to the dissemination of the Scriptures in foreign paru, that from 
the same eawe'' (the comprehensive plan of its institution) ** it pos- 
sesses means and facilities which no other Society, ibcmed on a 
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The benefits of such communicatioa it is impos- 
sible to trace. As holy men of old were wont 
to meet, for the purpose of establishing each other 
in the faith of the Gospel, this union of churches 
will afford a union of strength and wisdom. They 
ivill act in concert. They will be ready to furnish 
each other with the best advice for the extensioi^ 
of their common faith; to discover means and 
resources ; and to " provoke one another," by the 
most powerful motives, " to love and to good works." 
Different in names, and separated by the bar- 
riers of nature, they will still, in the fellowship of 
the Gospel, form one family, the disciples of one 
Lord, the children of one Parent ;^ happy in corre- 
spondence of principle and liberality of affectioni; 
and thrice happy in the prospect of uniting for ever 
with the church above ! 

Had the members of the Establishment declined 
joining in this Society, what would have been the 
sentiments of foreign churches with respect to the 
Church of England? When informed that they 
were indebted ibr their Bibles, not to her, but to the 
very persons who had left her communion: and that 
she had refused to unite with their benefactors in 
this labour of love; what impression must they 
have entertained ? At present, they knoW that se- 
veral of her leading inembers patronize the Society ; 
, and they are conipelled by gratitude to exclaim, 
** Peace be within thy walls, and plenteousness 

more limited plan, does, or ever can possess.'' Lord Teigttmo^th's 
Letter, p. 17. — Of the justice of this opinioa I entertain opt the ^ 
slightest doubt. 
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,w.ithm thy paI(U3e3 : for my brethren and qaoipa- 
uipn^* sake I will no\v say, Pefice be within thee *.'* 
Ani here Jet me mention i^cideinAally what Dr. 
Buchanan tells us, in his account of th^ Syrian 
-Christian^; " The doctrines of the Syrian Church 
arecoptained in a very few articles; and are not 
at y^niance, in essentials, with the doctrines of the 
Church of England. Tbcjir Bishop and Metropo- 
litaq, after canferring with his clergy on the sub- 
ject, delivered the /oUowiAg opinion: 'That an 
uniq?! with the English fChurch, or^ :^t least, such a 
connection as should appear to both churches prac- 
ticable and ea^pedi^nt, would be a happy event, and 
£a.vourable to/tbe advancement of religion/ " Dr. 
Buchanan subjoins some very strong reasons for an 
wmediat^ aWeatiqn to their wants ; and Imost ear- 
nestly hope tbftt.they will be considered with all the 
attjenti.on .to which -they are so justly entitled. 

' 5. Thought in mbsicribiiig wy name on the List of 
the Bible Society y I teas influenced solely by a regard 
to the general goods yet I cannot choose but think that 
associatibtis p/ ,i^is nattire tend matcriaUy to the ^d^ 
vantage .of the Church of JE^n^gland. 

There aren^any bopds of union .between the iE«ta- 
bli^hroe^t ftud the p.ecjple ; (he rites of baptism and 
of marriage aire .of tbj^mselves calculated to pro- 
duce ,a:rctgard for the welfare of the church; and it 
will .frequently pqcur .tofthe.man of reflectiqgmind^ 
that, as .he copimenced his being ,by connection 
with bi^r, rites, ^o will he .end hi3 days byj-eposin^ 

* Ps^m cxxii. 7, 8. 
L 
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among her tombs. Her «eal in this noble cause 
will come in aid of every prepossession which ex- 
isted in her favour before ; and if this kind of feel- 
ing be cherished, and kept alive, additional mo- 
tives will not be wanting. By many, it will be 
considered as more reputable to belong to the Es- 
tablishment ; by all, as more economical. Let us 
be animated by a due portidn of zeal, and love 
of the truth, tempered with moderation and charity, 
and many will be gained, who at present entertain 
- no very exalted opinion either of us or our cause. 
I am well aware, that, according to the n^ode of 
reasoning adopted in your 56»th and 155th pages, 
the sentiments here advanced may be easily per- 
verted, and furnish matter for a condoling para- 
graph, replete with kind warnings to the Dissenters 
how they intermeddle with men who hold such dan- 
gerous opinions. Be it so: I have delivered my 
judgment without reserve, and 1 leave to every man 
the liberty to make any use of it which he may deem 
expedient. 

6. The Aslsociatipn of the Bible Society tends to 
preserve the text of the Scriptures from perversion. 

All its members appeal to the authorized ver- 
sion ; and so long as they continue united, they can 
appeal to no other. It is insinuated, by some of 
your brethren in controversy, and much stress is 
laid upon the insinuation, that the Bible Society is 
composed in a great measure of Socinians. The 
authors ^f this fiction have dealt in many assertions 
so singular and extraordinary, that it would be al- 
most endless to detect and oppose them. The 
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truth, iu the present instance, is, that very few So- 
cinians fe^ve entered into this " novel combination." 
I wish the fact were otherwise, and shall heartily 
rejoice to hear that the number of subscribers from 
that quarter is increased. I cannot, however, take 
much encouragement for the present. They (or, as I . 
am wining to hope» a party among them) have late- 
j ly formed a Society of their own, which has a di- 
rect tendency to counteract the efforts of the Bible 
Society, by the circulation of their "Improved Ver- 
sion'^ of the Scriptures, with note and comment. 
This is the Society, which, in p. 133, you identify a9 
to nature and object, with the Bible Society. On 
what, account this is done, except In virtue of the 
adage that extremes meet, and that the Society in 
question is directly in' opposition to the Bible So- 
ciety, I am at a loss to determine. Now, if the dif- 
ferent denominations which compose the Bible So- 
ciety, under the superintendance of the Church of 
England, had each its own institution, why should 
not they adopt similar conduct? Where is the 
security, at least, according to the opinions which 
you entertain of them, that we should not in six 
months have an " improved version" for Quakers^ 
another for Independents, another for Baptists, &c. 
—versions which should speak the sentiments of 
every party, and which might be made to recom- 
mend all doctrines, but the doctrines of truth ^nd 
soberness? 

If I were not afraid of falling into the error so 
common to framers of conjectures and hypotheses, I 
could enlarge with great pleasure upon other im- 
portant advantages> which must arise from the con- 

L2 
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sritutiori of the fiibl6 Society. More tfiain em^glr 
has been saM to shew, that great benefits fcave al- 
ready restilted from it, and that the prospect of 
addrtional benefits is wlderiittg' etery day. The 
examination of your objecti<5«rs mH afford me an 
opportunity of stating incicfentally some good 
effects, which I do not think it! necessary to bring 
forward in a mote formal manner: and I shaH hitve 
occasion to dfsctiss some points in that department 
of my mquiry, which I shotrld otherwise have 
j)Iaced under the present head. 



SECTION V. 
V. Objections. 

Much of the argument has been necessarily de- 
ferred to this division of my subject^. This must 
be one apology for the length of the article upon 
i^hich I am entering. My second apology t wrH 
give ih yoUi* oWn words: ** Unhappily, to shew the 
ejtistenccf of errofs and to refute thehi, takes up d 
great deal more time th^o to commit them *." ^ 

Several, indeed, of your objections have, I trust, 
been answered already ; but as I did not wish to be 
yety minute in the former part of my letter, I must 
now descend into particulars. 

I hate read. With itll the attention which I can 
comttiand^ not merely your Letter to Lord Teign- 

* Dr. Word8Worth> p* dJ. 
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mouth, boA the other puhlKa^ionswhieh hare grown 
« o«t of thisr discnasiQii : aA least m far as thej^ bav^ 
o^iae to my knowledge. Upod some poiiitsi am 
veU cMiyinoed that yaa eatertaiii sentiments widetjr 
different finom those of jour coadjnton. I hare noi 
irisAr to consider joui a&^ in any degree f esponsibie 
for ttie doctrines advanced by other men ;. but as^ I 
litm anxiovs to nstet the whde of the case, I shall 
stand excused/ if, in* relying to yon^ I also pay somo 
attention to tbent. 

Of the objections ** in a tangible 8baq[>e" I reckon 
np aboat eigbtee^: a £orrmidable catalogue indeed t 
Bdt i much deceire myself if it will not be fouiKl 
that their taroni are ooly ii^ their number : there i$ 
little to fear, when you look tbem in the Csu^ 

Objectxcm 1. The first grand, leading, c^mpre^ 
hensive objection, and which Mes infa§it include all 
the rest, is the constitution qf the Society. 

^ Its constitution a£bcia and embrace a noTel 
union and combination of Churchmen and Dis- 
senters*." ** The whole argument^ you see, rests 
purely upon this point of co-operation f." 

** Yea, this circumstance^ that it affects and em- 
fa^*aces a novel union and combination of Church- 
men and Dissenters, is the graiKl distinguishing 
characteristic of your Society, when placed by the 
side of ours J." 

" K, therefore, I could see that this discriminating 
principle was wise and good, and that the effects 
immediately consequent upon it, are likely to be 

♦ Dr. Wordsworth, pp. 44. and 55, t F^ 97. } P. S2. 
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permanently wholesome, and salutary ; and not, on 
the contrary, injurious and pernicious, both in them- 
selves, and also to that Yery object, by the circula- 
tion of the Scriptures to advance the glory of God, 
and the good, of mankind, which is the sole primary 
declared aim and end of your institution 5 then I 
would burn these papers at once, and openly retract 
all that I have written against you in my letter to 
the Clergyman of the Diocese of London: and in 
maintaining the cause, and in seeking to promote 
the interests and influence of the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, I should be scrupu- 
lously careful to lay all the stress ormy arguments 
solely upon our own proper merits; and feeling 
that he that is not against us is for us*,, I should 
proceed in my design without any reference to 
your Society, except to tender it the poor tribute 
of my homa^ and r^Verence f ." 

Now I am perfectly ready to admit, that in some 
degree this is a new experiment : Churchmen and 
Dissenters have not before united' to this extent for 
the distribution of the Scriptures. And what then ? 
Shall men of opposite sentiments and conflicting' 
parties be permitted to combine for objects purely 
political, and which, whatever be their value, mus( 
terminate on this side of the grave; and shall they 
be condemned who unite to promote these, the high- 
est of all interests ? 

I have already proved the deplorable want of 

" * Mr. Dealtry, p. 33." 
t Dr. Wordsworth, p, 83.— See also pp. 23, 26, 29, 89. 90, 98, 
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Bibles through the British European dominions^ 
and have further shewn (as far as probal)ility can 
shew It), that two distinct Societies, one of Dissen- 
ters alone, and the other of Churchmen alone, 
could not be adequate to the distribution required. 
I would ask, then, was not some combination of 
this sort necessary ? Is there any thing to be re- 
probated in the taere circumstance of the union> 
unless you can prove that injury will arise from it? 
You will tell me, that many ** losses and injuries 
and defalcations " will certainly arise: I will exa- 
mine them in their order. 

Let me next inquire, whether you condemn the 
union of Churchmen and Dissenters, *' as such," in 
all cases of charitable engagement ? I find that you 
do not*. You are ready to unite with them in 
** joint contributions of levies on patronage for 
Workhouses and hospitals ; and for all other schemes 
and undertakings, for the relief and sanctuary of 
the needy and the afflicted f." Therefore, you 
admit the principle of uniting for certain charitable 
purposes : but you object in this instance, because 
this co-operation of the Bible Society is. novel. 
There was a time, give me leave to observe, when 
dissent itself was a novel thing ; and at that time, 
according to your notion, you ought to have re- 
fused that very co-operation, which you now com- 
mend. ' You do, indeed, qualify the sentence, by 
saying, that this expedient has long been " sanc- 
tioned by the uncontradicted sufi^rage and practice 

* Sec Dr. Wordsworth, pp. 9, 103, 104, &c. 
t Dr. Wordsworth, p. 104. 
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W all men *;;" .wA I adiaMb !^a(; gwers^l charity is 
» f enenal 4iAty« fiu$ \k^ siio^l^ po^Dt at issi^e l^e- 
•tw^eeia u^ ia, ^A^ union of CbMrcimen and Disse^r^ 
for a cfHtritable object : wd this umoQ^ I presume, 
,e^tild not h^ antecedent rto 4>be existeivce of r^Sf- 
seiTt itAeJf: wbea it fir&t took pUcie, it wv ^mvel 
^principle. 

A£;amemberiDftbe$OQietyiiaBarUett''S B^iUJin^ 
I canDot but express my Wigtei,, that iEtU tlK^se wri- 
ters^ iwho jbave' r.eeentV ^i^devtal^en |tp defetul ils 
cause, by putting it in c>pp<>siition to Abe ^^ibla Sor 
ciety, have in some important partici^ars 4^f€K^ 
mipiftgfned its own reici^^d prrinoiplas* Ypiir ar- 
gument, whicli t^onde^ms an k^ilkuttim ^bficawie i|; 
18 novel, was formerly brou^t i^gaiiia^t tbe Society 
in Bmllet(t's Buildings: t)ie jr€ifutat<io^ wiiich it th^n 
gave to others^ I «hajl u<m :beg le.av-^ ito ^r^ppq^nvend 

. to yoM. 

" Nor have those asuSicien.t plea for iixemself^^, 
tha^ undervalue a deaign because it is izew^ and be- 
cause lit Jiath ibeen (little ^^^tei^pted by <Pi:otestaii|;s. 
Trviy <his jbould rather be ai^ jnducenient (not to 
sti<fte the work in its infancy, but) to iaft^iiae that 
little of the spirit ^f ppw^r and love, wii^qh is Jl^ 
among Ji»s. Should we also b^ willing to die, bi^qanse 
we see so many xlead ;about axs ? I naean, so txjiany, 
who are supine and i^^gligent in the gjrjeates)t con- 
cerns of life a«Mi happiness. Should we not r«i..ther 

' streagthon the inore the tilings which cemain> but 
are ready to die, ^xceipt they be su^prted be- 
times ? Which consideration should make us shake 

* Jh. WotjdswQrtb, ,p. 10*. 
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b([ that natural drowsiness, which confineth the 
mind to narrow ends and purposes ^ and indisposeth 
it for any generous enterprize. Nothing is more 
common, even among those who call themselves 
Christians, than to frame new ways and new me- 
thods for increasiiTg their stocky and to improve 
every opportunity oflfered for that end. Almost 
every year produceth new schemes, and these new 
pursuits after the things of this world. Let a de- 
sign be never so new and uncomm,on, it will soon 
be embraced, if-it be but profitable. Why should 
a Christian^ then, be shy of a work because it is 
new, when it may carry with it a never-fading re^ 
ward?'' 

You will find this paragraph in the Preface to a Col- 
lection of Letters from the Missionaries in the East 
Indies, published by direction of the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge^ in the year 1718. The 
author of it seems to have had your argument in view, 
and to have replied by. anticipation. I heartily 
wish that the Society would publish more such let- 
ters, and more such prefaces. 

** Yes," you say ; " but it is not the simple union 
to which I object j it is the kind of union : you give 
away Bibles." Very true; and why not? If a 
union is allowable in any case, what object can be 
more worthy of the combined efforts of all who are 
willing to do good ? You.are ready to join in giv- 
ing away shillings, and flannel, and soup *-, and 

* Mr. Daubeiiyy.and others* coafouiui both themseliy and their 
readers* by asserting that the members of the Bible Society com- 

M 
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will yon withhold that which is better than all the 
three ? Whether I be Chnrchman or Dtssenter, am 
I not rendering a greater service to a poor inan> 
who is not absolutely starving, by giving him a 
Bible than by giving him a shilling? 

•* I am not/' you will proceed, « against the 
most ample distribution of Bibles: but the Dis- 
senter, by giving a Bible, will make a prose- 
lyte/' — Even if this were true, the duty of giving 
away Bibles is positive, and paramount to all other 
considerations : let Churchmen give away Bibles, 
and increase (heir influence. But will not the Dis- 
senter make a proselyte as well by giving a coat ; 
or by any other act of charity ? And unless you 
can, by asweeping law, absolutely forbid Dissenters, 
to intermeddle in works of benevolence, will they 
not always carry influence in proportion to their 
charity ?--^an you,, at any rate, prevent their dis- 
tributing Bibles? Certainly not. For what rea- 
son, then, shall I not combine with them in this 
most charitable work, as well as in other works of 
charity ? Union and co-operation you distinctly 
admit to a very considerable extent : the principle, 
therefore, you concede j and the simple question is, 

Jp^ifie for a *' rW^/oi« " pivpote. TMs worf is used m one ^tiit 
Itepolrts ; b^t th<$ aasertion it not Irue m tbe sm%9 wfaicb tbcy 
choose to affix to the term. The Bible Society neitb^ instrucU oor 
explains : it has no moral nor catecbeticaUectures ; no schools^ no 
s^AnoDt, no tracts : it simply gives a book, and that book, the 
Bible. — See this distinction clearly stated in Mr. Owen's '* Address 
tp the Chainnan of the East- India Company.'' 3d edition, pp.^, 7, 
See.i^lso Dr. Wocdiwwtb, p. 105. 
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where shall the [line be drawn ? The Eiemhers of 
theBible Society think it reasKmable^ alid acciording 
to the spirit of Christianitji to fix the limit where 
it will comprize the best and most valuable of all 
gifts: you admit inferior acts of benevolence, while 
you refuse that which is worth then) alK You draw 
the line just to exclude the word of God: tlkejjuSt in- 
clude it : let reason and charity decide the question. 

But let us look back for a moihent« Yoto are 
willing to co-operirfe with Dissenters in subscribing 
to hospitals. Now is it not the cudtom of nmny 
hospitals and infirmaries^ to giVe a Bible to etery 
patient on his removal ? And are not pains taken 
to instruct a^d enlighten his mind; while he is within 
these places? Hospitals and infirmaries frequently 
do much more in a religious setise, than the mere 
distribution of the Scriptures implies: yet you wiH 
not unite for the purpose of giving a Bible. Your 
reasoning and your practice appear to me, in this 
instance, not very consistent 

I hsLve a remark, also, to make upon your mode'" 
of argumentation ; it takes two directions. First, 
,you admonish us, who are members of the Church 
of England ; '^ I exceedingly dislikeyour union with 
Dissenters : it has a tendency to give them influence, 
and to injure the Church." Secondly, you argue with 
the Dissenters ; " I would certainly recommend it to 
you, to keep your Societies toyourselves,, and on rio 
account to join with these renegadoes of.the esta*' 
blishment *.'' Suppose the Dissenter should inquire 

* C«mpar« Dr. WoidBworth, p. 93, Hi 8P, 155, &c 
MS 
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the reason : ^* Oh ! because it gives you influence : you 
will * kick down the ladder *V by and by, and over- 
throw the Church." Is this an argument to weigh 
with persons of that class, if they really be such as 
you describe them ? If I do not mistake yt>ur mean- 
ing, the reasoning is, like the union which you rci- 
probate, somewhat novel. 

Objection^. The next Objectionr is, that the Sub- 
scribers to the Bible Society embrace a less good, 
where they might have a greater f . 

As you have furnished a sort of apothegm from the 
Baptist's Magazine, for Lord Teignmouth's *^use and^ 
benefit J,'* if I were inclined to an act of retaliation, 
I should beg leave *^ to hand back§'' an apothegm in 
turn, which is not less applicable to another Society. 
It occurs somewhere in the works of John Hunter, 
and is applied by him to the constitution of animal 
life : ** Whatever is intended for two purposes, does 
neither of them well." The objects of , the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge are all of high 
importance: Charity Schools, Missions, Tracts, and 
the Scriptures ; of these, the value of the last is infi^' 
nitely above all the other ; no kind of comparison 
can exist between them. 

Yet I wish not to undervalue the rest. Few 
persons, J believe, in this kingdom, entertain a 
stronger opinion than I do of the vast importance of 
early instruction. Man is not a mere machine; 
he has been dignified by ibis Maker with a reason- 

f Dr. Wordsworth, p. 151. f IW<J- P* SO to 3Q, 60, i^, &c. 
1 Ibid. p. 87. § Ibid, p . 87. 
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able soul> and with faculties which qualify him for 
his higher destiny; let his powers be exercised^ 
let religious principle be established in his mind^ 
and he will rise to his just r^nk in the scale of be- 
ing. In the train of well-regulated education are 
to be found, marching in goodly order, ipdustry, 
discretion, subordination to authority civil and 
ecclesiastical, loyalty to the king, and obedience to 
God. 

I have much to say upon this subject, but I 
have no intention to go into the discussion at pre^ 
sent. Neither shall I enter at large into the 
question of missions: least of all in disparagement 
of the general principle. So long as the name 
of Swartz shall be remembered, the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge will have a warm 
friend in every bosom which can feel for the glory 
of God, and is alive to^.the best intei:pts of man* 
kind: and I doubt not, that, hereafter, when our 
limited views shall be enlarged ; when the veil, 
whichrnow hides from us the realities of the eter« 
nal world, shall be removed; in that great day, 
when the mysteries of Providence shall be disclosed, 
and the children of the kingdom shall be called from 
the East and from the West, and from the North and 
from Ihe South, thousands will arise and pronounce 
that Society blessed. 

It is impossible to contemplate these benefits^ 
without a sentiment almost bordering on enthusiasm. 
But I beg pardon : the coldness of calculation, which 
runs through all the pamphlets before me, written 
against the Bible Society, admits not of sentiments 
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like tbeflfe. Getierous feeling, it seems, is to be 
.Exploded from the class of commeddable eii^otioos, 
Or> at any rate^ to be well curbed^ and l^bed, and 
cbamed down t and even you^ ndy good friend, have 
given too milch cotti]ktenanCe to this shrewd habit 
of commercial sagacity. I will therefore endea- 
vour to moderate my warmth and to check my 
feelings. 

I may then be permitted to ask, whether, since 
the days of Swart^^y due pains hitve been taken to 
send out persons of a like spirit I Whetlier, under the 
present dearth of good men qualified for these mis- 
Sions, and willing to uade'rtake them, the seal a^ 
energy of our Society in Bstrtlett's Buildings have 
lae^t pace with the difficulty? Am I not autho- 
rised in expressing apprel>ensioh that our designs 
are too various? that,^ notwithstanding our distinct 
cmnmittees^ the multiplicity of our objects^-charity 
schools, missions, Bibles, tracts — gives reason to fear 
that some or all of our plans may languish; especi^ 
ally if the notion which I have already been conir 
pelled to advance be founded in truth, that there is, 
among some of the members who frequent the 
meetings of the Society, a cold, narrow, and im- 
proper spirit ? A very sliglit examinatioa into this 
point, may tend to fix ajust value upon the assump^ 
tions contained in your 4dd page, in which you in- 
form us, that the Society for promoting Christian ^ 
Knowledg^ is ** so effective, so unblameable, and 
withal so well conducted." I am not without a 
hope also, that I shall render some service to the 
missionary cause. s 
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The number oi missionaries employed in Indin 
by our Society is five ; each of them reoeires an* 
nually; SOL salary and 501. gratuity-«*a hundred 
pounds per annum ! I want no other fact than 
this, to prore that the Indian missions do, and 
must, languish. A hundred per annum ! Has tbe*So« 
eiety never been urged to increase the stipend? 
Have no complaints ever reached it upon this head ? 
Turn to the Report of the Bartlett's Buildings* So- 
ciety for \905y and you will find that we have our« 
selves published a representation made to us on this 
very point. The Rev. Mr. Paszold ^ complains that 
the allowance to the missionaries, who have no other 
means of support, is insufficient to sup^y their wants* 
The late Mr. Gericki, whom a kind Providence had 
blessed in a very extraordinary manner with the 
goods of this world, had liberaUy supplied thewanti 
€f the poor, and of his colleagues in the mission : and 
to him Mr. Pazold acknowledges that he 'had been 
very greatly indebted for support, from time to time, 
to the utmost of his power/' 

" Mr, Paezold, in another letter, again urges the 
Society to take into consideration the circumstanees 
of a missionary in those parts, who has only lOQ/. 
per annum to support him and his family^ Euro- 
pean articles and the country provisions were rising 
in price year after year, and at an enormous rate-' 
If Mr. Gericki had not left his property to the church, 
the Vepery mission must soon have been given up f The 
interest of that property being still insufficient, 
although the sum paid every month out of Mr. 
Gerick^'s estate to the mission, servants, catechists, 
and schoolmasters, charity children, widows, or- 
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phans, and other poor, amounted to 43/. suid Mn-* 
sequently to5l6/. per annum, agreeably to evidence 
in his hands •. " 

The result of these observations is* thut our 
missionaries are in a state of want little short of 
starving, and that the missions themselves depend for 
their existence on the bounty of an individual mis* 
sionary in India* 

This case, when once made kn^wn, unquestion- 
ably demanded immediate consideration, and a 
permanent remedy adequate to the increasing eviL 
The '^subject tvas considered, and the decision of 
the Society is announced in the Report in the 
following terms. *' The annual salaries and gra* 
tuities having been continued jbo Mr. Paezold during 
bis absence at Calcutta from the Vepery mission, 
and received on his return thither, the Society sus-^ 
pended the consideration of an increase of allowance 
to a future time f ." 



* Report of BartleU's Buildings^ Society for 1805, p. 145. 

f Report of flartlelt's Buildings' Society for 1805, p. 148.-1 
MTOuld recommend to the consideration of the Society^ a letter wril^ 
ten by the Rev. W. Stevenson, Chaplain of Fort St. George, and 
published by the Society in 1718. After proposing an addition to 
the salary of Mr. Grundler, be proceeds in these terms : *' But, Sir, 
I need not lay before you the necessity and great advantages of what 
I propose. Nor can the Directors themselves (to some of whom I . 
sfiall wrrte by this ship) have any thing to object against it. Par 
ch&ritt/ obliges me to believe,, that they mil sooner grudge any expense 
than a mnister^s salary, ^^It is said that they cannot find persons 
sufficiently qualified, who will undertake to serve as chaplains in 
the factories above-named : but that is a difficulty, which I hope the 
Honourable Society will take care to remove.^ — Propagation of the 
Gospel in tlte East, Part iii. letter 20. 
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" But we are too poor to increase their salaries." 
Too poor ! Have we not tb# means of supply ? 
Why are no collections or contributions publicly 
recommended? Is it that some measure of the 
sort has never been urged upon our attention ? I 
find that it has been strongly nrged, in a work 
which you do yourself quote in your letter to Lord 
Teignmouth. To prevent misconception^ I will pro- 
duce, the passage. 

• "We cannot help here expressing our hope, that 
the venerable Society in Bartlett's Buildings will be 
induced to supply most liberally the means of main- 
taining and extending the institutions so happily 
formed in British India : and that if their own funds 
are insufficient , they will make a call on the public for 
the requisite aid. The call, we are persuaded, will 
not he ineffectual. It would, indeed, be a most 
opprobrious stigma upon the benevolence and re- 
ligious zeal of this country, if they should prove in- 
adequate to supply the deficiency of the means of 
Christian instruction in so important a part of the 
Indian empire, which the liberal spirit of a single in- 
dividual had previously furnished from his own in- 
come *." 

Have these points never been pressed upon our 
notice within the walls of the Society itself? I have 
good reason to believe that they have. If then our 
inefiectiveness arose from the deficiency of our 
funds, why was no call made upon the public? 
Sliould we not in three months procure a very cpur 

* Remarks of the Christjaa Observer on the preceding state- 
ment, vol. V. p. 58. 

N 
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siderable increase ? And can we in this state of 
supineness demand the praise of being effective and 
unblameable ? Are we not daily incurring, on this 
very account, a mcist serious and awful responsibi-r 
lity ? Our missions are languishing for want of sup-^ 
port,' and even if we could find proper persons to 
send out to India, we can allow them no more than 
one hundred pounds a year I 

My next observation respects the zeal which is 
displayed in obtaining missionaries. When the con-^ 
tinent was in a settled state, they were procured 
from Halle : for some years past, as we are repeat- 
edly informed by t6e Reports, it has beea impracti* 
cable to obtain them from the usual sources in Ger- 
many* This is a matter of great importance* The 
old missionaries are gradually failing, Aud cannot, 
in the course of nature, for any long period conti- 
nue their labours. I am afraid, that in the bad 
prospect of procuring successors, we give ourselves 
over to hasty lamentation, and ^^ to a mistaken and 
unp/o6table despair*," Is Gerqaany so destitute of 
good men, that we can find no proper supply ? If 
they fail us at Halle, why should we not seek them 
elsewhere ? Has it never occurred to us?— has it 
never been suggested by any respectable member of 
our own body, that we might probably look with 
advantage to some other quarter ? 

There is a mystery about this subject which I 
should be glad to see explained. Our Indian mis- 
sionaries, in 1775, amounted to eight : in 1788, to 
seven: and they are at present reduced to five! 

* See Dr. \V^prdsworth, p, 51. 
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** They want help," says Df . Buchanan : ** their 
Vineyard is increased, and their labourers are de- 
creased; they have hitherto had no supply from 
Germany in the room of Svvartz, Jaenick^, and 
Gerickfe, and have no prospect of supply*/* Other 
societies have no difficulty of the kind : the Mora- 
vians employed upoB their missions, two years ago, 
160 persons : and the Society for Missions to Africa 
and the East, consisting of Churchmen, has been 
able within these six years, the very interval of our 
periodical lamentations, to procure several pioun 
young missionaries from Germany. How is it that ' 
We alone are condemned to unmanly and unprofit- 
able wailings ? The old channel, it is confessed, is 
now dried up : is there some objection on the part 
of the Society to leave it, and to embark on a new 
one ? Js it quite certain that the Society for Mis* 
tiions to Africa and the East would not lend us their 
assistance, if we would condescend to receive upon 
our li&t some of the missionaries whom they have en<« 
gaged? 

Whatever be the difficulty, if it be not invin« 
cible, it ought to be overcome. No man can read 
the Reports of the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, without being forcibly struck with the 
want of labourers in the Indian harvest. The per- 
sons at present employed, are, from the smallness of 
their numbers, unequal to the work in their own vi- 
cinity : their language perpetually is, " if we had 
faithful and discreet labourers to send wherever the 
door is opened, rapid would be the progress of the 

* Account of ft Journey in tSOQ, from Bengal to Cap« CooioriD. . 
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Gospel *." If my voice can be heard, I would most 
earnestly solicit attention to thi* important cause • 
for, according to our preseti* ^ system,** very fevr 
years will suffice entirely to put an end to our In- 
dian missions. ' 

The next object of the Society fof promotmg 
Christian Knowledge is the dispefsion of Tracts. 
The brevity with which I expressed myself in my 
former Letter requires some explanation. I will- 
now, therefore, state my opinion, and the reasons 
ofitt. 

t certainly do not mean to assert that Bibles 
alone are better than Tracts and Bibles, provided 
that the dispersion of Tracts do not diminish the dis« 
semination of the Scriptures : hence I inserted the 
words " if the sum be limited;'* and if you erase 
those words, you alter the argument. Let us take 
ah illustration. Suppose that the population of 
London is well supplied with copies of the Bible, 
but thiat the Scriptures are little known at Hull : 
would you slaturate London with Tracts before you 
send the word of God to the poor natives of the 
North ? Suppose that England is well supplied with 
Bibles, but Wales and Ireland and the Highlands 
of Scotland are destitute : would you employ that 
money in the circulation of Tracts immediately 
at home, which might be so much better em- 
ployed in unfolding to your perishing brethren 
those sacred records, which have descended from 
Jehovah himself? Yet, " if the sum be limited,*' some 
consequence like (his must, upon the Tract system^ 
be admitted. 

* See Appendix I. ' f See Dr. Wordsworth, p. 59 to 61. 
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But ** why should the sum be limited ? Whjr 
shoald he speak of subscribing a guinea per an^ 
num*?" When I used this expression, I did not 
intend to apply it so much to my guinea per an- 
num, as to the amount of the funds, which are at 
the Society^i disposal. I could, however, answer, 
perfectly to my own satisfaction, the questions 
as it relates individually to me r but as I ha4 in 
contemplation the sum disposeable by the Society 
of Bartlett's Buildings, I. must argue on that ground* 
I assume, therefore, that the amount of our several 
subscriptions is a limited amount: have we enough 
for all our great purposes? No* Is il likely that 
we ever should ? No : even at this moment, when 
we have caught from the new mstitution a spirit of 
activity and zeal unknown before, could not we 
employ ten times, or a hundred times, our present 
means to advantage ? Certainly : it is plain that 
our contributiona can never exceed the demand ; 
no, not even at home, for an indefinite time : and 
I therefore repeat, that, so long as millions of our 
brethren in the British isles are living in darkness, 
and destitute of the word of life, it is in the first 
place a bounden,duty to disperse the Scriptures. 

But *' why should the sum be limited ?" Why ? 
The fact is so, and will be so : if the Society can 
procure adequate fitn^s, there is an end of my ar- 
gument; and it will aiSbrd me sincere pleasure to 
b^ thus confuted. 

I have a few words more upon this subject. In 
pages 32 and 42 of your Letter to Lord Teign- 

' : ♦ See Dr. Wordsworth, p. 59. 
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mouth, you Urge, as a strong ftrgoment in yotit* 
favour, that nobody doubts the excellence of the 
old Society; but you do doubt the excellence of 
the new ; therefore it is right to abandon it^ It is 
related of Henry the Fourth of France, that at the 
close of the disputations ftbout his conversion to 
Popery, a question to this effect was proposed by 
the king: " Do the Protestants allow that persons 
maybe saved in the Popish communion?" Answer* 
" Yes 3 but the Catholics deny that there is salta- 
tion for Protestant Heretics." The king was satis^ 
fied, and went to Mass« I must therefore be con- 
tent with observingi that the value of such an ar- 
gument depends entirely upon the reasonablenesd 
of our doubts. Th^ doubts about the possibility 
of salvation iathe Protestant churdh do not appear 
to be very admissible : I muirt pass a similar jtidg* 
ment upon your doubts in the present case. Wlite- 
ther my reasoning in the following sentence be just# 
upon this principle, I leave to the judgment of 
others: if not, you will perceive* that this miode of 
argumentation is far from conclusive. I argue thus 2 
" I have no dread nor apprehefnston in regitrcl 
to" BibleiS; but " I have scruples «d>ottt Tracts^" 
therefore, &c. , 

This question of Tracts depends much upon tbeif 
kind and excellence. You will not object to an 
hypothesis in illustration of my meanings Suppose 
then I should find tracts in circulation,. which, in^ 
stead of promoting a spirit of conciliation and 
mildness, among those tvlio profess to be brethren, 
are calculated to produce a narrow, domineering 
spirit on one side, and asperity on tlie others can 
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I approve of them? If I should find unreasonable 
stress laidnpon certain dogmas^ which are at best 
eqniiKleal^ while little comparative importance is 
attached to the essential and operative doctt'ines 
of Clirii^ianity, shall these hav^ my sanction? If I 
see that the goodly edifice of morals is built upon 
a foundation of sand; that the peculiar motives of 
Christian^y are perverted,* or kept out of sight, 
and that wrong motives are substituted in their 
place; shall I not venture to circulate the Bible 
without such helps as these, as if they were " of 
almost equal importance and dignity?"^ Tracts 
of these despriptions have fallen under my observa- 
tion : I do not say that they came from Bartlett's 
Buildings ; but, in whatever quarter they originate, 
they are ^ith me decisive in demonstration, that, 
^ if the sum be limited. Bibles alone are better 
than Tracts and Bibles ; better by fer : every man 
should be in possession of the- word of. God, whe- 
ther he possess hiiman comments or not/' 

It may, however, be demanded, *^ How happen- 
ed it to Mr. Dealtry, laying so much stress on this 
part of the argument, that he sheltered himself in 
general expressions, and produced no tract of our 
own as open to objection ^*' My answer is, that 
the Society possesses many tracts of peculiar ex- 
celleiKC; but toeome of a recent date I strongly 
object. I allude more especially to three Dia- 
logues by the Rev. Thomas Sikes, M. A. which go 
to prove, that whether the Clergyman of our pa- 
x'lsb be an Antinomian, an Arian, or a Socinian ; 

• Dr. Wordsworth, p. 90. 
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or whatever itdse and heretical doctrine he may 
choose to . ipculcate ; it is enjoined upon us^ by 
Ood himself, diligently to attend upon his ministry; 
and though a preacher like Horsley or Porteus 
Vere publishing the glad tidings of, salvation in a 
contiguous church, just without the limits of our 
parish, yet, if we venture to ^esert our own parish 
church, and repair to his, we. incur the penalty of 
clamnation. *^ It makes my hair stand on end,*' 
«ays Mr. Sikes, " sometimes^ when I consider the 
terrible punishments for thos^ deluded creatures, 
who (say what you can to them) will not hear or 
^•eceive those men whom God hath appointed over 
them*:'* that is, if they act in the manner which I 
have here represented. I dislike contempt of au* 
Ihority as much as he can do ; but it is a most dan- 
gerous doctrine, that the mere compliance with 
certain rules, however proper and excellent, is of 
€qual . valu^ with purity of heart and holiness of 
conduct. Except the " Country Clergyman," I 
could not have supposed that any man in the 
kingdom would have advanced many of the asser^ 
ti9ns contained in these Dialogues : still less could 
I have imagined that any person would be willing 
to send them in company with our Bibles, as " of 
almost equal ^importance and dignity." How it 
happens that effusions like these are forced into 
circulation, while some old and very excellent 
tracts are suffered to remain out of print, and thus 
to become obsolete, I cannot venture to explain : 
;this, however, is the Case, and the fact is important. 

* Second Dialogue, p. U — See a Letter ia Appendix K, signed 
Peter 0*Leary^ 
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On the whole, I conclude, that the variety of 
objects embraced by the Society in Bartlett's Build-* 
ings, IS no proof that the members of the Bible 
Society take a less good^ where they might hav« a 
greater*. 

Let us see how such reasoning applies in si- 
milar cases. We have in London many valuable, 
hospitals, which embrace several great and desira^ 
ble objects. It has lately been thought expedient^ 
on account of its peculiar importance, to have an 
establishment expressly confined to vaccination. 
Yet an advocate for the old hospitals might use 
your language, with as much force and propriety, 
against the new institution, as you have directed 
it against the Bible Society. He might say, "I 
cannot consent to join yon: one main foundatioa 
of my refusal is^ that I am already the patron of 
another institution, -which is at once an excellent 
Vaccination Society, and a great deal moref* Out 
hospital is an admirable hospital, and it is very 
much more: it will afford you, therefore, all the ^ 
same exercise for your beneficence that the new one 
does; and it will further appeal to your heart, and 
to your purse, by many additional calls. I hav^ 
also scruples about the new; but I have no dread 
nor apprehension in regard to the old J. Even foj 
the multiplication of such societies their patrons 
are bound to shew a new,^ peculiar, and urgent 
jqecessity. Their first inquiry ought to have been^ 
cannot the good which we aim at be obtained by 

* Br. Wordsworth, passim. 
t Dr. Wordsworth, p. 9. J P, 32. 

Q 
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M ettetision and enlargement x>{ the means an<J 
powers of the old hospital ? You cannot but allow^ 
that an unavoidable comparison is thus introduced^ 
l^tween the new and the old*. It cantK)t be dfe-^ 
Hied, 1 think, that there is not in Scripture any 
precept for such a society f. It is^ a ^Fety material 
ltd vantage, that in oiir hospital we are not tied op 
nor limited in our design: we reduce swellings, set 
oollar-boties, and have an infinity of objects, alP 
of them admittii^g of, and calltng for, continual ad-^ 
vancement, enlargement, and improvement. With 
you, the ulterior goerf,. the final cause of your 
institution^, is but of one kind j with us, we rejoice 
tliat it \» df that same^ Mnd'of a great many more kinds^ , 
besides J. This evil, it is plain, will be widely in- 
creased in extent and magnitude, the further your 
mfluence and ascendancy areefevated-above ours ? *'§• 
I might, with very slight atteratiofis, quote 15 or 
S'O pages to the same effect ^^ but ^k specimen 
will, I trust, suffice. 

Objection 3. The neaU objection i>, fHat the new 
Society has done us^ harm by injuring our fwnds. 
' If there be any part of your reply to* Lord * 
Teignmouth, upon which I could be supposed to^ 
feel personal interest, this is the point. You have 
met the argutneiit, and have proved, even to my 
own satisfaction, that my statement required some 
salification. 

The three criteria, which I have taken in proof 

* Br. Wordsworth^ p. Afi. t Ibid. p. 98v 

. X Ibid. p. 92, .127. . § Ihid« p. lAr 
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of the fkmrishing ^tate of the Society in Bartlett*s 
Buildings, are, its receipts^ doinations, and sub- 
-serif^tions. I took not 0ne separately, but iill com- 
bined : tlxerefope the ar guiuent, which you derive 
against me from the. receipts alone, as if I had 
reated my cause chiefly ii.pon them, is m truth little 
ito the pur{>ose. " In a religious sense,'* you ob- 
:«erve, this increase of receipts " is our riches; but 
in a financial sense, it is our poverty/' But it is 
m a great degree the measure of our tisefiilness; it 
!« « testioiony of the additional interest which Wi5 
Aave recently excited, and of the greater benefits 
Avhich wfe have recently -conferred. Had I omitted 
jtbe receipts, it mfight have been reasonably charged 
H|pon me, that I, looked merely at the ** sordid, 
inert, and lifeless exponent, money*,'' whilst f 
wilfully omitted tlie " heart-springs," " the pride 
and glory of our Society f." 

My next bead is Donations* No charge has 
been brought against this part of " the weH-seem- 
ing and seriousminuteness and pomp of the detail J: " 
therefore I presume it is correct. 

The points on which tliis question particularly 
turps are, the donations and ^e subscribers^ The 
subscriptions are justly exhibited in my " pomp of 
detail:" it seems, however, now, that subscriptions 
may increase, while, subscribers decrease. Of this 
paradox I was not apprised: you explain it, by the 
•collection of arrears. The distinction of subscribers 
\and subscriptions does not, I verily believe, occur 
to one person in five hundred* 

* Dr. WordsworOi, p. 35. t Ibid- p. 66. J Ibid. ^p. Q^ 
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The decrease in the number of subscribers in the 
year 1804-1805, was seventy-two: from that mo- 
ment commenced an increase ; and in tw.o years 
the society had nearly reached its former numbers 
in three years that number was considerably ex- 
ceeded. In p. 67, you say jocosely that my calcu- 
lations would Iiave been much more triumphant, if 
I could have seen the account of receipts for 1810. 
Unless I am very much misinformed, my cause would 
be most triumphant indeed, if I possessed the Reports 
to the present moment: the subscribers, I am told, 
have increased with a rapidity beyond all prece-^ 
dent. 

It is not, I think, alleged, with any colour of pro- 
bability, that the loss of these seventy-two sub- 
scribers is to be attributed to the Bible Society. 
The establishment of the Society at that time ren- 
ders it probable that some loss was incurred on that 
account; butlobserve, that in the year 1801-1803 
our numbers were diminished by thirty, without 
the operation of any such cause : from this, it is 
evident, if any proof were wanted, that the list of 
subscribers is subject to fluctuations. I will, how- 
ever, concede, what I think is extremely probable, 
that sonie defjE^lcation took place in the first year, 
and solely on account of the new institution: still 
the subscriptions continue to increase, and in a 
higher proportion- *^ But this was owing to our 
activity .*' And to whom do we owe this activity ? 
Was no part of it derived from the Bible Society? 
Did the zeal of this ** novel combination,*' which at 
that time excited such alarm in our camp, inflame 
none of us with a kindred spirit ? If I admit that 
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the coincidence of the new establishment with our 
defalcation is an argument against it, I must also 
contend that the coincidence of this, establishment 
ivith the date of our incrtased zeal and activity^ 
which did far more than compensate for those losses, , 
rs an argument in its fi^vdiir : hence the rapid en- 
largement of our list of subscribers: hence also the 
exertions in our behalf of several members of the 
Bible Society, who felt it a duty, while aiding the 
new institution, to assist that cause which is pecu- 
liarly our own. 

Nor is this the only instance in which they have 
been of service to us. A Committee of the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge has lately been 
appointed, " for the purpose of considering and re» 
porting upon the proper means to be adopted for 
extending the usefulness of this Society, for increas- 
ing its' influence,' and promoting the union and co- 
operation of the parochial clergy, and other friends 
of the church throughout the kingdom, with the 
designs of this Society." To whom do we owe 
this ? To the Bible Society : we were asleep, and 
they have awakened us ;. we were dead, and they 
have quickened us into life. These measures cannot 
fail to have my unqualified approbation. If at the . 
same time our spirit be improved; if our commit- 
tees be earnest in the cause ; if tp our " novel " zeal 
we add candour, mildness, forbearance, and con- 
ciliation; if we are willing to admit all within our 
ranks, who cordially belong to our communion ;-*- 
then, I say, these measures must be productive of 
abundant good : in this way great benefits indeed 
have been afforded to the Society for promoting 
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Christian Knowledge^ " though they itiay attach 
little value to the £aTour conferred." 

It will be scarcely pretended that these auxiliary 
societies have grown out of our system : out of a 
system, which permitted some of tbe pretended adr 
vocates of the Society to boa^t, that many even erf 
the clergy knew not of its existence ! No, this can- 
not be : our present activity is the severest comr 
ment on our former quietness and love oi retire- 
ment, that can well be conceived. The ei^ample 
and the impulse, and therefore the benefits, are from 
the Bible Society : it is to the BiWe Society that 
every diocese, and archdeaconry, and parish in the 
kingdom, is indebted for tbe extension of oui: la- 
bours. 

It is not^ after alU self-evident that the Bible So- 
^ ciety is to be censured for a diminution in the num* 
ber of our admissions, even though our friends had 
deserted us to join it. Is not the f&ct rather an in^ 
peachment of ourselves? If we bad been suffi- 
ciently active and energetic, if wie had displayed 
the 2eal and animation of the new establishment^ is 
it probable that we sliould h^ve been deserted by 
members of tiie Chtirch of England ? If any defal- 
cation really did take place on this account^ tbe 
tale, I fear,/is little to our credit; and I trust that 
the recollection of it will rouse us into energy, 
whenever we are dispiosed to be inert, and will make 
ns willing to receive every faJtliful member of tiip 
establishment, wh^ is disposed to enlist under oi%r 
banners. On this point, it is unnecessary to en- 
large ; especially when, after all, it appears that you 
flo not feel yourself *^ very deeply involved in this 
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)>art of the argument^ nor disposed to Imj kny prin* 
eipal stress upon it ^. 

Objection 4. The next objection is, that the Bible 
Society has impaired the relative importance and 
ascendancy of the Old Society.^* . 

This Gorious complaint is urged in several forms, 
and brought forward with various appendages in 
different parts of the pamphlet. Suppose a manu- 
facturer has contrived a machine of great and 
acknowledged utility: is, all further improvement 
to be forbidden, because, forsooth^ it tends to im- 
pair his ascendancy? Suppose our Soeiety of Bart- 
lett's Buildings ^produced only one*tenth part of the 
good which we now so gladly attribute to it, shall 
we not suffer another to exist, lest it should im- 
pair our ascendancy ? The value of the argument 
would be just a» great then as at present Is it 
ftot self-evident, that of two Societies, which artf 
supported by contribution^ the most zealous and 
active will naturally obtain tlie pre-eminence ? If 
then we are unwilling to occupy the second place, 
let us take care to deserve the first. Our exer-r 
^ons should be proportioned to out love of exaN 
tation. 

. But why are we so jealous for ascendancy ? " Be- 
cause the interests of the Church of England are 
involved in our welfare." I have observed one as- 
sumption in your Letter, and in the pamphlets pub- 
lished on the same side, which seems to require some 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 6S. 
t Dr. Wordiwortb, pp* 75, 112, 127, m, &c. 
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qualification. You argue upon it, as a truth plain 
and undeniable, that the Bartlett*8 Buildings' So- 
ciety is as it were identified with the Church of 
England. That all its members believe themselves 
to be warm friends to the Establishment, I am fully 
persuaded : but when I hear from yourself, that* 
out of 14 or 15,000 clergymen, only about £,000 
are found on our list, I must pause a moment before 
I coacede the point to the extent which you de- 
mand. Suppose thai the remaining 12 or 13>000 
clergyman were members of the Bible Society, are 
they not as warm friends of the Church of Eng- 
land as their brethren? Are not their interest* 
equally involved in her welfare ? Are not the Bi-» 
bles, which they disperse, equally for the benefit of 
her membe*5 ? Are not their labours equally suc- 
cessful, and their prayers equally blessed? The 
truth is, that the welfare of thf Church of England, 
under the Divine protection, depends not upon this 
or that Society, but upon the purity of her doc- 
trines, and the zeal atfd faitltfulness of her clergy ** 
If churches are built; if the doctrines contained in 
her Articles and Homilies and Liturgy are duly 
expoundedy. aiwi enforced by that best of all ser^ 
mons, a JiySng example^, I fear nothing for the 
Church of ^gli.fitft ^ll« blood of her martyrs will 

^ We bave seen ak^aj^^ Itdw one pretended friend burlesques 
with his commendation the .uttostentatious quietism of our Society 
HI Bartlett's Buildings, Mr. Daubeny hints (Charge 1810, pp. (5 and 
1) that the general body of the €lergy is not free from a similar im- 
ptjtation. If Mr. D.'s iusinusltions are correct, I agree with him, 
tha^t " we must not be surprised, should the cause of the Church de- 
cline in proportion as that of her enemies gains ground.** 
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hot t&ave flowed in v^'m; ^nd whatever be the pas- 
i^ions or the follies of contending sects^ she willstill 
remain the fairest among the churches, watered 
with the blessing of Heaven, and enriched with 
abundant increase. Let us be faithful to ourselves 
and our good cause, and then no weapon that i^ 
formed against us can prosperi 
• But I have here ianother remark. How happens 
it that all the weight of your indignation i^ levelled 
against those of the clergy who countenance the 
Bible Society ? There are thousands of our order 
who support neither of these institutionsi why does, 
no observation pass upon them? Probably they 
have not been solicited, and possibly they never 
heard of our existence : it would in such a case be 
wrong to blame th^m; but blame must attach 
somewhere. 

In order to maintain the ascendancy of the 
Church of EngUnd, it is incumbent upon us to dis-* 
play our faithfulness and reals' and if we mixcha^ 
rity with oiir labours, who can tell but we may gaia 
many of those that have left our communion ? '^ I£ 
we were stricter in our lives, more serious and con- 
stant in our labours^ and studied more effectually to 
reform those of our own communioQ. than to -rail 
at theirs ; if we took occasion to let them see that 
we love them> that we wish them nci harm, but good; 
then we might hope, by the blessing of God, to lay 
the obligations to love and peace, to unity and con-« 
cord, before them with $uch advantages, that some 
of them might open their eyes and see at last upon 
how slight grounds they have now so long kept up 
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such a wrangling, and made such a rent in the 
church, that both the power of religion in general, 
and the strength of the Protestant religion^ bate suf- 
fered extremely by Ihem *." 

Objettion 5. The nezv institution has contaminated 
our ancie^it purity by accessions of subscribers^ who 
have Joined us from improper feelings, viz. out of dis- 
like to the Bible Society f . 

I have long known that any attempt to do good 
m a world like this must encpwnten many difficul- 
lies, and give birth to imjust surmises and unrea- 
sonable imputations. But a charge like the pre- 
sent I did not expect. Is there then such rivalry 
and hostility between the two Societies, tlAit £i man 
«hall join one from pure hatred to the other?— 
Well, be it so : evea the Gospel has been made <i 
iBOurce of envy and clamour: but is the Gospel 
therefore to be impugned ?— Our Savour did him- 
self bring not merely peacef upon earth, but a sword: 
but was Jesus Christ the author of contetttion ? If 
we have indeed' had an importation of envy, hatred, 
tnalice, and uncharitableness, in the persons of our 
iate subscribers, I wouM fain hope that they tnay 
learn from their new associates betfcer manners and 
better principles; and niien they unite with us irt 
prayer before the business of the Society com- 
mences, I trust that they will not bury, in the rou- 
tine of idle repetition, tliese solemn words, " For- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres- 
pass againt us." 
* Burnet's Pastoral Care* f Dr^ Wordsworth, pp. TO, 72, 73.' 
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^ Objeetion 6. The sixth objection is, that xohateaer 
mmf be pretendedi the Bible Society injures the causet 
qfChtisHan charity*. , . ' 

J. wish to be serious, but jt is not very eaiiy to 
write this without smiliog. How Would t/(?« promote 
Christian charity ? By carefully abi^iainiDg from my 
intercourse with Dissenters, except in giving away 
shillings and soup> and by circulating Tracts, ^^ di^ 
rected expressly against themselves t*" How do 
Liord Teignmouth and iiis friends attempt to pro^ 
mote it? By every mode of xx>nciliation and kind* 
ness, which does not compro^mise tbeir principles. 
The union of all parties, where all can securely and 
conscientiotifily unite» is one of the most distinguish* 
ing featum of Christia» .charity. Not only have 
Methodic and Dissenters found the Bible Society 
to be a poittt, where they could safely meet undeir 
the patronage of members of the Church of Eng^ 
landi but even the I^irk has lent its aid, and the Dis*? 
senters also of Scotland baye forgotten their jealousy* 
Religionists of almosd; erery denomination, both in 
Great Britain and X^£iand« bave avowed their intent 
tion of giving it support. According to your no* 
tion, this sort of charity is but '* a shallow &uper^ 
ficial spirit of selfrcalled caixdo^r and liberality, 
olmracteriaed by an unworthy craving and pursuitof 
sel^pleasing and of vulgar applause J." According 
to my idea^ it is a noble and generous principle; 
«exceltent in its nature, and blessed in its opej'ations ; 
full of kindness, gentleness, and all the fruits of thfe 
Spirit. 

* Dr. Wordsworth, pp. '92, 96, 98, 101, 102, 146, &c. ^c« 
t Ibid, pc 56. {Ibid. p. 102. 
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For the first time in my life, I attended last Maj 
the *' Ecclesiastical General Council, holden at the 
Old London Tavern * '*, and most heartily do I wish 
that you had been by my side. It was, in truth, an 
animating spectacle! On looking round this as* 
sembly, and perceiving oh every side the eye beam-^ 
ing with exultation, and the countenance lighted 
tip with the purest expression of Christian liberality, 
I could not but acknowledge, that there is, a point of 
elevation, even in this world of conflict, where the 
shibboleths of sects are forgotten, and prejudice and 
bigotry can find no place. All that is generous in 
sentiment, or enlarged in comprehension 3 all the 
feelings of benevolence, which eloquence could in- 
f]ame,*or piety consecrate; all the sympathies which 
Tinite man to his brother, and which seem to raise 
vs almost above the privileges of our common na-^ 
ture, were here called into action. If .ever I knew 
any thing of that charity which is depicted in such 
glowing colours in the Epistle to the Corinthians, I 
felt it at this time. If there was in that assembly one 
bosom which was cotd^^nd insensible; one heart 
which was so enchained by the sordid fetters of se*ct 
-or party, as to feel* their influence on. such an oc* 
casion ; it is doomed for life to hardness and degror 
idation ; except it be quickened by the special energy 
t)f that Power, which nothing can withstand^ the 
arm of an omnipotent God. 

Tell me, was this no gain to Christian charity ? 
Away with these calculations of distant possibilities, 
f hese germs of I know not what contingencies of 

* Dn Wordsworth, p. IpL 
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evil, whose maturity is to be deferred ad Gracas 
^alendas. The Dissenters have been with us ; they 
have seen us ; they have marked our love for the Scrip- 
tures ; their better feelings, as well as ours, have been 
awakened into life, and they will not soon become 
donnant. Let me inform you, that a warmer and 
more eloquent eulogium upon the Bishops, and the 
church of England, I never heard, than at this^' Ge- 
neral Eoclesiastical Council," from the month of a 
Dissenter. 

, *^ The mouth of a Dissenter !" methinks I hear some 
* sound Churchman * exclaim ; *< this is the very thing 
we fear : they wheedle you like syrens, but it is to 
gel you into their toils; they are shrewd ^nd cun- 
ning, and. ' wise in their generation;' while you, 
bless your, simplicity ! partly from your ignorance 
of the world, and partly from your uncommon inno- 
cence of character *, never dream of your danger. 
They Catch you like trout; they tickle you, and 
they have-you."— I contend, pn the contrary, that 
party animosities must subside : it caqnot be other- 
wise ; and the church of England, and the cause of 
religion, must receive benefit from the chapge. 
Dissenters may still exist upon principle; but their 
asperities will be smQotl)ed,and their prejudices will 
die away. You seem to assert, that no asperity has 
been reqaqved ; we assert the contrary. You say, 
that no cordiality can exist : we say, that it has ex- 
isted, and does exist. According to another writer, 
*' it appears strange, that they" (the founders of tbd 
' Bible Society) ^\ should have been blind to the con- 

♦ Se« Dr. Wordsworth, p. 101, 
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imMn wbicif 8ti£h a plan must neoeswrily engto-^ 
der^:*' I say, that no coofuston has been etogen^^. 
clered^ and a man must be strangely blinded by pre* 
judiceto make such an assertion. 

Bat I am cool again; let us proceed with thia 
^ Ecclesiastical Council." You argue thus: *^ Eveo 
your Lordship speaks of the singular ^ phenome* 
non/ " (did^^tf ever see any thing; like it?} ^' of an 
^assemblage, of Christians of various sects cordially 
uniting in Christian charity. It is plainly all you 
«an dp to dissemble your own astonishment^ that you 
should be so meek and tame when you meet toge*" 
Iher, and that the vast assembly should depart witbf 
out somje tremendous explosion. We are forcibly 
reminded of the wortliy gentleman recorded by 
the poet as standing agbast» 

With his hMt on en^^ 
. At his own wood^rs wo^de^iag for bis breacL^' 

I confess I do not exactly perceive the force of 
the pleasant quotation with which this passage con- 
cludes : but, irby breads you allude to the contHbu-^ 
iions made tQ th^ Society, I am huppy to inform 
you, that they have no cause to wonder on this 
head, except indeed at the abundance of them. It 
may l>e great mattefr of wonder, perhaps, that there 
!wa6 no" explosion ;•' but I really saw nothing which 
couldandicate the slightest risk of it. Explosions 
will sometimes take place, as you and I very well 
know, among persons of the same profession, and 
who consider themselves tolerably " sound" too: 
1 have heard of such things at other meetings ; but 

* « An Inquiry into the Claims/' &d p. 14, 
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i never beard of any circumstance of the kind con^- 
tiected* with this ^ m)^ combiDation of Cliurebmeil 
and Dissenters/' 

Objection 7. THere are seeds qf dec^ty in the con- 
stitution of the Bible Society*. 

This assertion is often repeated. ■ It seems hard 
that you will neither let these men )i?e in quietness, 
nor die in peace. I have exaiEEiined, and re-exa- 
mined, all the conjectures upon this subjiect, which 
are scattered in such profusion throng the latter 
part of your pamphlet ; but I scarcely see an at- 
tempt at proof. Of hypotheses, indeed, there is 
no lack. 

Well; but they mttst quarrel at lasty it seems^^ 
and then, I presume, they ^ will bate one another 
with as cordial a dislike as your new subscribers en- 
tertain against them all.~-I see ne symptoms of it. 
The plan of distributing the Bible, and the fiibie 
alone, is simple and plain : it admits no ditiSeult 
questions; it introduces no clasbitig of interest^: the 
unity of the design is a security from the danger f. 

But if they do not quarrel^^ they wiH, I suppose^ 
crumble to pieces.-'-^How does this appear } You 
hint that the Dissenters will leave them. Never was- 
there a more unaccountable supposition. Do you 
not insinuate a^hundred times,, toward the close of 
your letter, that the clergy of the Bible Society are 
merely their tools and puppets I Suppose the Dis- 

^* Dr. Wordsworth, pp. 92 to 94, 10(5, 151, ns, 15*. ^ ' 

t See tome just remarks on this poht in the Letter to Dfu 
Caskin, p. 3$. . " 
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senters should drop off : what then ? Why, aecord^ 
ing to yoiir doctrine, the new institution is happily 
released from a set of " noxious chs^nnels/' add it 
will be more assimilate to a church society. If the 
worst happens, are not the Churchmen masiters of 
their own conduct ? And will they not join us^ if 
we will have them ? And will not the Dissenters 
go on by themselves? And is not this the very thing 
which you recommend? 

If, then, the Soci^y crumbles^ it is, according to 
yourself, an evil happily removed ) and you^ at least, 
should not complain. But if it be permanent, under 
its present constitution, with a body of distinguished 
Churchmen at its head, every member of the Church 
must admit, that it is at least not worse than if Com- 
mitted entirely to Dissenters. 

Objection 8. The Bible Society makes a great noise 
in the world* i, 

Since I make a serious effort to answer every 
otbeif of the numef oua^ objections which you have 
brought forward, I trust that the admission of this 
single charge will be of no injury to my cause. The 
fact is, that it can neither be evaded nor denied; 
and all I can, hope on behalf of the Bible Society 
is, that they may shortly have the opportunity of 
retaliating it on ourselves. 

Objection 9. The object of the members of the Bible 
Society is to overturn the Establishment. 

I have, in a former letter, distinctly admitted that 

♦ Dr. Wordsworth, p. 2, 
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you give them credit for purity of intention *, tihd 
thsttyonr apprehensions relate, not to their motives, 
but to the effect of their exertions. Yet I am most 
reluctantly compelled to acknowledge, that there 
are parts of your second pamphlet which are calcu* 
lated to convey^ to an ordinary reader, a different 
impression. 

In the first eighteen pages of your Address to Lord 
Teignmouth, you assure us, with much earnestness 
of manner, and in varied phraseology, that no rea* 
sonable man could understand your former letter 
as impeaching the object of the Society ;' and I cer-' 
tainly did not so understand it. But it now seemSi 
that some members of tlje Bible Society itself, one 
in particular, " whose good opinion would reflect 
honour on any society t," did consider this accusa- 
tion to be advanced or implied by you* Let me be- 
speak your attention, while I quote the whole passage. 

" I have had no reason to believe^ that the letter 
was not tolerably well understood by those^ to \yhon\ 
it was at first addressed. , I might add, that some 
members also of the Bible Socidty appear $o ^have 
seen into these things with clearer eyes* thanyour Lord^ 
shipy and have better comprehended tHd principles cf 
reserve and forbear ance^ in whicli my letter was com- 
posed. One of them, whose good opinion would 
reflect honour on any Society, writes to me thus : 
^ I now see the blow aimed at the Establishment in a 
stronger light than you have thought it prudent or 
necessary to point out J.'" 

* See Dr. Wordsworth, pp. 6, 12, 14, S*. f Ibid. p. go. 
X Id. ibid. 
Q 



Digitized by 



Google 



lU Vindication of the Bible Sociefp' 

Here te a *^ A/bw/* not coming t>y conseq^^neri, 
BOt fellings incidentelfy, not the casual and unfo^e- 
seen effteet of impFodent measures j but a " bhita 
mmed at the EstabHshment ;" •* hostile in the aifn^ 
fixed purpose, and design *.''—'' TWs,*' I answer 
with Lord Teignmouth,. " is an imputation to which 
the members of the Bible Society did not wispect 
♦hemselve^ liabJe.'* If your charge be directed, not 
against their hearts, but ©n!y against their itttcHecta; 
Why condescend to suffer another man-^he his rank 
and credit what they may; Jet his powers of vision 
and hie skill in interpreting dark sentences be aa 
acute as you please — to step in, and, with your sanc-r 
tion, to bring fbrward the accusation ? Did he aot 
understand your letter as naystef iously hinting, that 
y©» saw the *^ blow aimed 5" and that you expressed 
it obscurely merely from prudential considerations? 
And will not many person^ conclude (a.»j<istly, i 
hope and think), that the circumstance of quoting: 
him With approbation is a proof of it ? 

Again? what n^eans that marvellous tale of an^. 
Other Seer of the North f, about Mahomet, and? Sa* 
raeens^ and Korarts> and* Mussulnaans? Does it not 
mean, that tfte resolution of the Bible Society to 
give away Bibles, and Bibles only, is a ^ stratagem*'- 
to ruin the Church i and that its supporters are in 
full march against the Establishment, with the Bibte 
to their hands, but withhatred in their hearts; uwJer 
«he cloak of friendship hiding tl>e po»iards of de* 
struction ? Nay does he not positively intimate hii» 
fears, that the "Bible, in the present case, is likely 

* See Dr. Wordswoftb, p. It* \ Ibid. p. ^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Directions. 115 

to be made use of for similar purposes;** for this 
very "aim, fixed purpose, and design?" Be as- 
isured that your situation will procure vouchers for 
any opinion which you may be pleased to hint at^ 
iiowever obscurely^ and with whatever caution. 

Now, though I am disposed to lay very little 
stress upon these two letters, yet I am sorry that 
you have given ^em to the public. Many will \>^ 
disposed to conclude, that these are in iact your owa 
opinions, and fhat you disguised them merely out 
of prudence. If private tetters are to decide any 
thiiig^ I can produce seme of a very different ten- 
dency; and those, too, from gefntlemen, " whose 
good opinion would reflect honour on any Society/* ' 
The prefix of ** Lambeth Palace-^ seems to be cwi- 
«idered, Jn general, as a dark liint, intended for 
your clerical brethren, and as one which will be 
*^ tolerably well understood '* by them : and one 
correspondent calls my attention to the date i St 
Peter's Day, he assures me, is not put tbere for 
nothings 

Under this article,,! will only ma'ke one additioriai 
reference. In a recent Charge to the Clergy of the 
Diocese of Sarum, Mr* Daubeny gives thefoHowing 
passage, as a quotation :— r^* The very .first act, or 
one of themy of the British and Foreign Brble So- 
ciety, was to undertake a Welsh Bible, at a time 
when the Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, in Conjunction with the t/niversiiy of Oxford, 
za^re prepoj^ing as l%rge an edition as could be want- 
«dy under the Jxntron^ge of ti!>e Welsh Biilhe^ j lirni 
to put it hrto thd' Mh&s of a sttoM MftiA Ititd^t df thB 
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Dissenters * in that country, in order to give an ad^ 
vantage to the Dissenters.^' — Does not this impeach 
their motives ? You will probably object, that as 
the Bishops of London, and Durham, and Salisbury, 
and St David's, were not very likely to lend them-, 
selves to such a design^ Mr/ Daubeny must have 
committed some error in quotatiou. This I find to 
be the fact; but you will at least allow, then, that 
he has expressed hi|$ own opinion ; and in this light 
I am contented to view the matter. To the objec- 
tion itself, that the intention of the Bible Society is 
to overthrow or injure the Church, I do not find my- 
self disposed to niake any reply. 



^ 



Objection 10. The purport of this objection is, 

that the Bible Society requires no test or symbol of 
the man, who desires to be admitted to a participa-* 
tion in their undertaking, but the tender of a piece of 
gold ; and that its doors are thrown open to all indi- 
viduals, of * all sects and all denominations of profess* 
ing Christians^ wlia cpme ptfore them thus furnished 
and qualified f." 

To this I answer : • . 

1st. That no test is necessary, The institution is 
established to give the Scriptures, and the Scriptures 
alone, and all the contributions received are employ- 
ed to that end. If, indeed, the Society were in pos- 

* It 18 curious to observe how a story improves : you and Mr. 
Daubeny speak of a /' noted Dissenter :'* a friend of Mr. Daube- 
ny's says, ** the Welsh Bibles printed by this Society %ere placed 
in the hands of notorious Dtssenten, and so distributed by theoA as to 
promote the dissenting interest !'' — An Enquiri/i, ^c p. 24. 

t Dr. Wordsworth, p. 98. 
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session of Tracts, " expressly directed '^ against their 
Christian brethren, I should certainly recommend 
some test on admission. Many a perturbed spirit 
would be glad to subscribe, for the gratification of 
his own malignity; and therefore Christian charity 
would compel me,nf possible, to exclude him. 

I answer, 2dly, Did you never read the Rules of 
the Naval and Military Bible Society, over which his 
Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury presides, and 
which has now been established for thirty years ? 
Let me present you with a few of the laws. . 

" 2. A subscription of one guinea per annum shall 
constitute a Governor of this Society; and a be- 
nefaction of not less than ten guineas, a Governor 
for life. 

" 3. No other books shall be given by this Society, 
than Bibles and New Testaments, according to the 
authorized version, without note or comment: and 
no person shall be entitled to receive them beside 
those .who belong to the royal navy and the army 
(including the royal marines and militia) of the 
United Kingdom." ^ . 

**^ 6. A Committee of not less than thirty Gover- 
nors shall be chosen at every annual meeting, in 
AprfV*&c. ' 

What is there in the constitution of this Society 
to prevent Dissenters from paying their guinea, 
and becoming Governors, and Members of the Com- 
inittee? What is there to prevent them from form- 
ing a decisive majority ? Your objection applies with 
at least as much force to this excellent institution^ 
as it does to the Bible Society. 
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Objection 1 h The Bibles of the New Society pass 
through " unfriendly and noxious channels *>" and are 
given to the poor. 

This objection iB chiefly the discovery of another : 
** Wbererer the clergyman of a parish may be un* 
able, or the more opulent of his parishioners unwil- 
ling, to devote any part of their income to ^uch pur- 
poses " (the distribution of Bibles), ** there the Dis- 
senters, supported by a rich and powerful Societyi 
vill generally be found ready enough to supply the 
vacancy. The consequences are obvious : the bond 
of union between the clergyman and his flock must 
be insensibly weakened ! for the poor, illiterate la- 
bourer, instead of going to church to learn his duty, 
is taught to readf and judge for himself; and en« 
couraged probably, when be meets^ with a difficulty, 
to seek its solution not from his minister, but from 
bis new benefactor, who has put the Bible into his 
hands. Thus, by degrees, the distributors of the 
Bible become its interpreters also; and the very 
circumstance of i^ being printed without comment 
or note, as it gives the poor man no means of clear- 
ing Up his doubts but by oral communication^ in 
fact accelerates the evil which it was intended 
to prevent; and, instead of guarding him against 
false doctrine, sends him, almost of necessity, to 
seek it f." 

*Dr, WordswoKtb, p. 62. 

t Mr. Spry*s '^ Enquiry into the Claims of tbc BHtJ^ and Poreigit 
Bible Society/' p. 24.^Il h remarkable tfaM tiii» g«iiti0Aiani tflnmt 
iBM^ariably dteft a ptrtkidar bmA etinwe catfe^ i» order to t8t»- 
blUb a general principle. 
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This {9 8 Fery neat specimen of Christian cbsritjr. 
It proves eight things : , 

1. That if the clergyman canned give away Bi- 
Wes, and the rich Churchmen- will not, Dtssenler^ 
probably will. 

2. That Dissenters, tberefbre, to their lasting 
shame, are more iaealons than w© are. 

S. That poor men, contrary to all sonnd f^rinci* 
ples» are taught to read and judge for themselves. 

4^ That if the clergyman be unable o# unwilling* 
to explain the Scriptures, bis^ pari^Aiioners will apply 
to others. 

5. That the Bible, without note or comment, isy 
Jer practical purposes ^ a hard book. 

6. That it is likely to lead poor men o«it of the 
way. . 

7. That it therefore injures the* ch^ircb ; and> 
therefore^ 

9. That no poor man should have a Bible. 

Again. 

••Let UR5 eo^ider the effects likely to be pro- 
duced in a parish, where an opnlent Dissenter, sup* 
plied by the Britisband Foreign Bible Society, ha» 
always a Bible to give to the poor man, whNO will 
ask for it; while the resident citrate^ unprovided 
with siaoilar pecuniary resou^rces, has nasuch ^* 
"vours to bestow. Will n<>l a great portion of the 
poor man^s reverence and aflectiott be gradually^ 
transferred from his parish priest to Kis new spiri-- 
tu^J friend? Will not his mind be rather dis- 
posed to receive the free-will luring of advice 
ftom the l^ktter, tliaa to li&tei) to ^e. ifistructions o# 
the former; whom he begins to consider as an hire- 
ling, one paid iw d^ing bis di«ty, and takihg" no 
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real interest in the success of his labours? ,Atidt 
what, let me ask, will speedily be the state of such 
a parish ? Or where will be the security to the 
Estublished Church, from the m^re circumstance of 
the Bibles thus distributed being in the authorized 
version, and without comment or note * ?*' 

If the rich t>issenter give a coat, or a few shillings^ 
or som^ tracts, or a pitcher of milk, while the curate 
has none to give, will not the gratitude of the poor 
man be equally excited ? Besides, how can you» 
prevent the Dissenters giving away Bibles? Does 
not Dr. Wordsworth himself allow, that they would 
hstve had a Society, though the clergy bad never 
been placed at the head of it ?— And where is the 
Kector all this time ? Is A^ as poor as the Curate ? 
Have they neither means of charity nor power of 
persuasion ? Let me answer this ^ Sound Church- 
man," by quoting you. " If he " (the clergyman) 
" can himself spare' but little from bis own scanty 
means for this charitable work, at least he knows 
whither to resort : and thus the cause oT virtue and 
piety loses little, perhaps gains, by his necessities / 
for h^ calls in therefore the aid of his more wealthy 
neighbours^ SCt. f ." 

That poor men are not to have Bibles^ because we 
are slothful and indolent, is a doctrine not very likely 
to be beneficial to us cither in this world or the 
next. A day is coming, when other persons will 
find that they too have an awful responsibility, as 
well as the members of the Bible Society. 

Again. You must know that Bibles are perfect 
camelions : they always take their colour from the 

♦ An Eoquiiy, &c. p. 26. , f Dr. Wordsv^Tortb, p. 35 
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last objects which they touch. There should be a 
lazaretto in every parish where Dissenters are founds 
andjheir Bibles ought to perform quarantine. All 
the copies of the Welsh Bible should hare under- 
gone fumigation. "^^ We must be aware, that the 
Bible " (the Bible according to the translation of the 
Bishops and Dignitaries of the Church of England !) 
*^ of the Calvinlst speaks to him a very different lan- 
guage from the Bible of a Socinian; while the Sound 
QhurchmmCs feible differs from both *.*' 

This, you see, is after the spirit of the Coun- 
try Clergyman. It is unpossible to read the pro- 
ductions of either of these gentlemen, without being 
" forcibly reminded'* of Dryden's reasoning in " the 
Hind and the Panther :" the Hind argues exactly 
upon the same principles in behalf of the Church of 
Rome : 

'' For did not Arhis fiat, Socinus noir. 

The Son's eternal Godheiid disavow ? 

And did not these, hy Gospel texts alone, 

Condemn our doctrine, and maintain their otrn ? 

Have not all heretics the same pretence. 

To plead the Scriptures in th^ir own defehce? 

How did the Nicene Council then decide 

That strong debate ? was it by Scripture try'd ? 

No, sure : to that the rebel would not yield ; 

Squadrons of texts he marshall'd in the field: - * 

That was bat civil war« an equal set, v ' 

, Where piles with p^les, and eagles eagles met : 

With texts point blank and plain he fac'd the foe : 

And did not Satan tempt our Saviour so ? 

The good old Bishops took a simpler way; 

Each ask*d but what he heard his father say^ 

Or how^ he was instructed ifi' his youth. 

And by traditibifs force upheld the trtith.** 

* An Enquify, p, 37. 
R 
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'Did your friends know into ivbat sort of comptttijr 
they had got? 

1b prosecuting his argument, the author of th^ 
** Enquiry" proceeds to this effect : 

^^ It certainly, then, cannot be matter of indiffer- 
ence, to the conscientious minister of a parish, by 
whom the Scriptures are given to bis flock; or 
whether they are accustomed to look up to him as 
their only spiritual guide; or to draw their know- 
ledge of religion from the private expositions of 
some unauthorized visitor, who comes to them with 
the Bible in his hand, and a Commentary in his 
mouth, which makes it an instrument of heresy and 
schism*." . ' 

And this, forsooth, is reason, and charity, and 
argument, and . sound Churchmanship ! — Eternal 
God ! hast thou provided thy blessed Word, to be 
a lamp unto our feet ^ and a light unto our path; hast 
thou indeed enjoined it upon us all, as a sacred 
duty, to search the Scriptures > to read tliem by 
day; to meditate upon them by night; to teach 
them diligently to our children; to talk of them 
wheii we sit in the house, when we walk by ' the 
way, when we lie down, and when we rise up >to re- 
ceive theni with all. reverence, as the record of 
truth, as the guide to everlasting life ;— -and shall 
creature* like us attempt to impede the free course 
of thy mercy, and to defeat thy providential de- 

*"iVn Enquiry," &c. p. 27.— This same gentleman has insinu- 
ated — ^for I believe he yiriil not assert it — that the Bible Society has 
erected ** the standard of heresy and- schism in the very sanauary 
of the Establishment ;" and that it reviles our Ministers, misreprc* 
sents our Doctrines^ and seduces our members ! p. 37* 
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^gns ? Shall we interpose to arrest the pure streams 
Qf heavenly light, till they can be rendered more fit 
for their purpose, by the miserable contrivances of 
human ingenuity ? — " Keep back thy servants from 
presumptuous sins : then shall we be upright^ and 
innocent from the great transgression ♦/* 

Cordially as I love the Church of England, — and 
in this country I am persuaded that the existence 
of true religion is involved in her existence — I can- 
not admit that any system should be supported by 
^e suppression of the Scriptures. If we will not 
disperse them ourselves, ^ we ought to be thankful to 
those that will do it. But IJcnow that the Church 
of England can never suffer by the greatest dispen* 
sion of the sacred Volume: the more it is known 
and examined, the stronger will she become : the 
contrary supposition is a libel iipoh her character f. 
They may " go round her bulwarks, and tell the 
towers thereof j,*' that like such employment ; but 
she is founded upon a rock ; and if she be faithful 
to her own cause, she may defy 'envy. Hatred, and 
malice, in all their ramifications^; and heresy and 
45chism in every form. . ^ 

* Psalm xix. 13. 
f '' It 18 to the partial reading, and particular apj^ication, of sin- 
gle passages^ unconnected with the general sense, that heresy and 
schism are to be attributed. It was to aToid thi» evil, lo avoid the 
danger of private sense, that the Church of Rome, falling into an 
/yyposite extreme, forbade the indiscriminate use of the Bible. I wiU 
not scruple to assert, that, from an attentive and unprejudiced read- 
ing of.the whole of the Scriptures, no sentiment will ever be de« 
rived contrary to the Church of England/* — Dr. Valpy's Address t0 
bis Parishioners. See also " Letter to Dr. Gaskin," p. 8. 
% An Enquiryi p. 35. 
R2 
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I have already had occasion to mention that the 
pretended advocates of our Society in Bart^ett's 
Buildings impugn its doctrines, and virtually tram-^ 
pie upon its authority. I have now to shew^ that 
the doctrines delivered about •* noxious channels " 
are of recent discovery, and directly condemn the 
practice of the Society itself. 

You are aware of the existence of a 4issenting 
Society for promoting Iteligious Knowledge among 
the Poor. I will furnish you then with a few para* 
graphsi of which you are probably not aware, in 
the shape of an Extract from its Minutes. 

*^ Extracts from the Minutes of the Society for pro^ 
mating 'Religious Knomledge among the Poor, com* 
fnonly called the Book Society. 

*' Jan. 6, 1768. — ^The Society being informed that 
a new edition of the Scriptures, in the Welsh lan- 
guage, was about to be published by th6 Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, it was ordered. 
That 500 copies be requested of them, at the ori-- 
ginal price y for the use of the poor in Wales; and 
that the Treasurer, Dr. Steniiett, and the Secretary, 
treat for the same. 

" Feb. 3, 1768. — The Siscretary informed the So- 
ciety, that he had received a letter from the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, wherein they 
expressed their willingness to supply this Society with 
any number of Welsh Bibles, in sheets, they should 
choose, ai the original cost. 

K " Ordered, That 500 more be purchased from 
them. 

" Qct 5, 1768,«~Ontf hundredpounds was paid, on 
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account of the thousand Welsh Bibles, to the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge, ' 

** JvAy 4, 1770.— It was reported, the thousand 
Welsh Bibles were purchased in sheets/' 

Thus far the Minutes. 

It appears by a copy in the possession of Mr. 
Harriott, the present Secretary, that this was an 
dctavo edition, with references, printed by Baskett^ 
in 1769. 

Mr. Harriott also asserts, that the Society for 
promoting Religious Knowledge, &c. was informed 
of the intended edition of Welsh Bibles, by an appli- 
cation on the part of the Rev. Mr^roughton, then 
Secretary to the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge. 

Two facts appear on the face of this statement. 

1. That the Society in Bartlett's Buildings did, 
by application from its own Secretary, convey a 
great number of Bibles into these^ "noxious chan- 
nels." ^ ^ . 

2. That it paid a most marked attention to 
*' that sordid, inert, and lifeless, exponent, iponey ;** 
for it received the cash before the Bibles were de- 
livered. 

Is it possible that a more decisive 'answer can be 
given to the tribe of " Country Clergymen,*' and 
*• Sound Churchmen,'? than this conduct affords ? 
They may be very sound in the articles which they 
have framed to themselves j but that they are not 
** sound members '* of the Society in Bartlett's 
]guilding8, *^ can need no proof" 

I have a few more remarks upon the Gentleman 
whom I quoted above : let us hear him again. 
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. **The contidu^l agitations of religious contn^ 
Tersy^ rendered vnavoidable by the active propaga^ 
lion of sectarian notions^ more particularly among 
the lower classes^ have made it necessary to appeal: 
so often to the judgment of individuals^ that men 
have begun to claim a right to frame a religion for 
themselves ! and the good old inethod of seeking wiS" 
dom at the mouth of the Priest, is daily growing more 
end more into disrepute T* 

What, Sir ! are we to have Popery again? Have 
our Cranmers, aiid our Latimers, our Ridleys, and 
our Hoopers; have the noble army of martyrs, 
whose blood cemented those *^ towers and bulwarks'^ 
of our Church, submitted themselves to the flames, 
for this ? Is it to be tolerated, that in the nineteenth 
century we are to be referred back to the dark ages 
of popish tyranny, as to an era of light and wisdom? 
At the mouth of the Priest! Suppose he should be a; 
Socinian: are all the parish to kindle their*, l^mps at 
the flame of Socinianism? Suppose he is an Arian: 
will the mouth of an Arian teach orthodoxy? Sup- 
pose he should be a Calvinist: vfiWyou advise us to 
ask wisdom at the mouth of a Calvinist ? — Make short 
work of it : recommend at once the good old custom 
of asking pardon also at the mouth of the Priest; 
and then we shall know where we are: 
. For though the Pope has lost all influence here» 
Ancli pardons are not sold, as once they were ; 
No Papist more desirous to compound. 
Than some *' sound Churchmen/' upon English ground. 

COWPER. 

I love Protestantism, and the recorded opinioni^ 
♦ P. 30.— The. writer, I presume, ts^citly refers to Mai. ii. 7. 
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^f the Society in Bartlett's Buildings; so let us hear 
again what the Society says upon this point. 

" If you refuse or neglect to inquire into the 
ground and reason of the religion which you have 
embraced, and theseveral parts and branches of it ; 
^o not think that it will excuse you before God st 
the last day that your parents or friends brought 
you up in this rdigion, which was professed by your 
forefathers; or that your spiritual guider have thitt 
tcmght you : for a Jew, a Turk, and a Heathen, may, 
in the same manner, excuse themselves to all intents 
and purposes, as well as you. God has given you 
rational souls, and if you make use of your own 
understanding, according to the best of your seve* 
ral capacities, to preserve yourselves as well as yon 
can from those evils or calamities, which otherwise 
infght, for want of care, befal you in this world ; is 
there not much more reason that you should do the 
tame, where your precious souls are at stake? Look 
into your own Bible* (if you suspect the truth of 
ours), and there you will find St. Peter himself giv- 
ing you a charge, that you should always be pre-^ 
pared to give satisfaction to every one, that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 5* 
In like manner, ISt. Paul directs you to prove (or 
try) all things, and to holdfast that which is good: 
1 Thess. V. 21. And St. John, in as plain words a$ 
may be, says unto you, and to all Christians, Be- 
loved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits; 
ivhether they are of God : For that many false pro- 
jphets are gone out into the world, i John iv. 1. Many 

* This 18 addressed to Catholicib 
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there are^ end always have been^ who, under pre^ 
tence qf teaching the true religion, have broached 
most pernicious and dangerous^ errors. These are 
the false prophets of which St. John here speak»: 
nor is it possible for any man to distinguish them 
from true prophets or teachers, except he tries, ex^ 
amines, and searches inlto their doctrines, that he 
xnay thereby find, whether they are guided by the 
Spirit of God,, or whether they are under a spirit of 
delusion. It is not enough for a man to say (as I 
have heard some of you ^ say) * I am guided by my 
^'ritual Pastor/, I believe, as the Church believes^ 
and if I am in error, the Church must answer for 
it; the Church is my hostage and security with God/ 
with other such expressions, too common in the 
mouths of many of you, who choose rather to take 
their whole religion upon the credit of their Friest, 
than to give themselves a little trouble in inquiring 
into the truth of it. For every man must answer for 
himself to God : Everyman shall bear his own bur^- 
den; and therefore let eve?y man prove Jasawn work 
(his own actions, his own wx)rship, his own* religion), 
and then shall Ae have glory (or rejoicing) in himse^ 
alone, and not in another. Gal. vi. 4^ 5.f ." 

* The writer is still addressing the Catholics. 

t Tracts of Bartlett's Building's Society, vol. xi.Tract 14, pp. 4,5. 
written by Archbishop Synge. See also Appendix K; 

It will scarcely be believed fhat M^ Sike» bfmsdf has uiiwil^ 
lingly borne testimoi^ to a similar eflfect. *' Some folks take all 
that their preachers say for Gospel, and so, poor creature^ they are 
led by the nose any where ! but sober Christians always have an eytf 
to the reason of the hope that is in us, and are always ready to give 
it to any one that asks it, as the Apostle teacheth.'' — Tracts of So- 
ciety for Promotii^ Cbriitian Knowledge, vol* vi. Tract 13, p. 6. 
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Think aot that I roean to disparage the valuable 
instniction, which, bythe favour of Heaven, is to be 
found in our churches^ and at this time, I am per- 
auaded, in a greater degree than at any period since 
the Reformation ; but I know the rule of our Savi* 
our, ''Take heed what ye hear;" and I know also 
that whoever reads the Scriptures with a heart to 
profit by them, with humility and love of the truth, 
** he shaU know of the doctrine whether it be (^f God */* 
Ican.myself point out to you persons in the lowest 
«ituation of life, whose attainments in religiouf 
knowledge, through the blessing of God, chiefly oil 
the simple perusal of the Scriptures, might well put to 
the blush many a presumptuous boaster, ^tkd throw 
a shade upon many a learned name. The danger 
is not in reading tlie Scriptures, but in reading thefti 
with an improper spirit. Let us again hear the opin ioa 
of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge. 

''Another false step in reading the Scriptures^ 
is taken by those who busy themselves and others 
with the various opinions and notions, jioth of 
the ancient and modern divines, upon the Scripi- 
ture. Such men as theise will run through large 
composures, and with unwearied pains searcdi out 
the opinion of such a divine, father, and teacher, 
as perhaps made some figure in that age wherein 
he lived. They think they have discovered no soaaU 
treasure, when they can quote the opinion of a great 
man upon some di^eult plaoe of Scripture, parti-* 
cularly if he seems to £»vouf aome notion or other 

* See this subject s^ly discussed in a Sermon, entitled, '< Obed^ 
«nce the Path to Eeligious Knowledge 5" preached before the Uni. 
tenity of Oxford, J«niiary 91, ISIO, by DaaM Wilson, M. A* 
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to which they are addicted. But as all those efforts 
are full of doubts or« uncertainties, so they leave the 
reader just where he was before ; that is, in the sea 
of uncertain opinions, it being impoi^ible that the 
uncertain notions of men should ^beget a certain 
faith in God, or influence the mind with a divitie 
conviction and assurance. 

** This way of reading the Scripture dotH much 
prevail among such men as love to be called great 
scholars, hard students, and critics in divinity. It-is 
generally attended with self-love, ambition, osten- 
tation, and other Pharisaical vices, that lurk under 
the plausible pretence of searching the Scriptures. 
It swells the fancy with a world of critical niceties, 
disputes and contentions. Sudi a man will search 
out all manner of intricacies in reading the Scrip- 
ture, rather than nourish his heart with such plain 
and practical doctrines as are apparent to every 
one's view. To him may be fitly applied that of 
Paul : They desire to be teachers of the law^ under- 
standing neither what they say, nor whereof they 
affirm*.*^ 

^^ Human reason, though never so much refined, 
and adorned with all the improvements art and study 
can give it, will yet fall short of a true insight into 
spiritual matters, whilst it remains void of the prin- 
ciple of grace. For an unregenerate man, how in- 
genious, polite, and learned soever be be, will be- 
hold spiritual things through a painted or ialse glass, 
and hug his own fancies and images, instead of the 
4ivine truth of the Gospel. The reason is, that he 

* V<a. viu Traqt I. pp. 13^ 14, 
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is clestitute of that capacity or fitaesd, which is 
necessary for the knowledge of supernatural and 
spiritual objects. Such a man will» for want of 
better light, commit various mistakes in his ap^ 
plication to souls: he will reconcile Christ with 
Belial, and the divine word with the lust of the 
flesh V 

So say the Tnacts: now let us hear the Contro^ 
^ersialist : *' He " (the sound Churchman) *^ will be 
well assured that when the time shall come that 
every low and illiterate mechanic shall turn with 
contempt from the instructions of his parish priest^ 
and assume a right to form a system of faith and 
practice for himselfyh^?)} the mere perusal of his Bible f 
without any of those aids, which the wisest and the 
best have found necessary for the right understand-, 
ing its contents ; then will it be too late to advocate the 
ediise of truths for none will be found to listen to her 
de/hndersfr ^ 

And all this mischief arises from reading the 
Scriptures ! What a pity that they are not again 
locked up in an unknc^wn tongue ! Then Truth 
would triumph, and the Church enjoy a little 
peace ! Well said the good old Bishop, at the 
Council of Trent : '^ Utinam nunquam hue adve- 
nissent literarum Grsecarum Hebraicarumque Pro- 
fessores ! Nimirum his nunc asrumn^s non divexa* 
retur Ecclesia ?" 

This gentleman would have been a very <^ sound 
member '* of the Council of Trent; but he is no 
friend to the Society for promoting Christian Know- 

♦ Vol. vii. Tract 1. pp. 23, 24. f Aa Enquiry, p. 34, 
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ledge, unless a positive ccmtradictioii df its princi- 
ples be admitted as a proof. 

In reply to tiis last paragraph, I shall make a 
fe^ quotations ; the first is from a Tract of the So- 
ciety in Bartlett'^s Buildings. 

*• After all" (to use the words of a pious writer*)^ 
*^ there are shining passages enough in Scripture to 
light us the way to heaven, though some unob- 
tious stars of that bright sphere cannot be discerned 
withput the help of a telescope. Since God, tkenr 
hath been pleased to provide svffickntfyfor our instruct 
Hon, what reason hare we to repine, if we have ia 
a book not designed for us alone, things provided 
also that are fitted fbr higher attatmolieiits ; espe^ 
eiaily since (if we b^ not wanting to ouraehres) those 
passages^ that are sq obscure, as to teach us nothing: 
else, may at least teach us humility ?'^ f / 
. My next ^ictraet is from your Ecdesiasti^I Bt*- 
ography ; a publication which I have re^ with siit^ 
gular pleasure. 

•• This work (the translation of the Biblel^y Wick- 
lifi^) had no tendency to reinstate him in ttie good 
opihion of the Clergy. Knyghton, a canon of Lei- 
cester, hath left us upon record the language of the 
times. ^ Christ entrusted his Gospel,' says that ec« 
clesiastic, ? to the clergy and doctors of the church, 
to minister it to the laity and weaker sort, according 
to their exigencies and several occasions. But 
this Master John Wicklifie, by translating it^ ha^ 
made it vulgar, and has laid it more open to the 
laity, and even to women who can reiid, than it 

* Mr. Boyle. t Vol. y\u IVact I, p. g8« 
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"ttsed'to be to the most learned of the clergy, and 
those of the best, understanding; and thus the Gos- 
pel jewel, the evangelical pearl, «s thrown about 
and trodden undef foot by swine/ Such language 
was looked upon as good reasoning bjf the clergy of 
that day, who saw not with what satire it was edged 
against themselves */ '* 

I must beg leave to trespass upon you with 
another quotation, which I find in the life of La* 
timer. 

^ It would ask a long discourse to declare what a 
stir there was in Cambridge upon the preaching of 
M. Latimer. Belike Satan began to feel himself and 
bis kingdom to be touched too near, and therefore 
thought it time to look about )iim, and to make 
out his men of arms. 

^^ First, came out the prior of the Black Friars, 
called Buckneham, otherwise surnamed Domine 
Labia, who thinking to make a gr^at band against 
M. Latimer, ^about the same time of Christmas, 
(when M, Latimer brought forth his cards, to de- 
face, belike, the doings of the other) brought out his 
Christmas dice, casting there to his audience cinque 
and quater : meaning by the cinque five places in 
the New Testament, and the four doctors by the 
quaters, by which his cinque quater he would prove^ 
that it was not expedient the Scripture to be in 
^glish, lest the ignorant and vulgar sort, through 
the oocaaion thereof, might haply be brought in 
danger to leave their vocation, or else to run into 
Some inconvenience : as for example. The plough- 
man, when he hearelh this in the Gospel, No man 

* Dr. Wordawortb's Eccles. Biog. vol. i. p. 104. 
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that layeth his hand on tjie plough, and looketh back^ ir 
meet for the kingdom i^God; might, per adventure*, 
on hearing this, cease from his plough. Likewise 
the bak^r, when he heareth thfit a little leaven cor^ 
rupteth a whole lump of dough; may, percase*, leave 
bur bread unleavened^ and so our bodies shall be un-* 
seasoned. Also the simple man, when he heareth* 
in the Gospel, If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee ; may^ make himself blind, 
and so fill the world full of beggars. These, witb 
other more, this clerkly Friar brought out, to the 
number of five, to prove his purpose., 

<^ M. Latimer, hearing this friarly sermon of Dr. 
Buckneham^ cometh again the afternoon, or shortly- 
after, to the church, to answer the Friar; wheref 
resorted to him a great multitude, as well of the 
University as of the town, both Doctors and other ' 
graduates, with great expectation to hear wliat he 
could say: among whom also, directly in the face 
of Latimer, underneath the pulpit, sat Buckneham^ 
the foresaid Friar, Prior of the Black Friars, with 
his Black Friars' cowl about his shoulders. 

"Then Master Latimer first repeating the friarly 
reasons of Dr. Buckneham, whereby he would prove 
it a dangerous thing for the vulgar people to have 
the Scripture in the vulgar tongue, so refuted the 
Friar, so answered to his objections, so dallied -with 
his bald reasons of the ploughman looking back, and 
of the baker leaving his bread unleavened, that the 

* The good Doctor looked at nothing but '' contiogpencies and 
possibilities of evil :'' his whole Sermon seems to have been made 
up of conjectures and hypotheses. I heartily wish that it had come 
down to us entire* 
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vanity of the friar might to all men appear ; ^ell 
proving and declaring to the people, how there was 
HO such fear nor danger for the Scriptures to be in 
English, as the Friar pretended; at least this re- 
quiring, that the Scripture might be so long in the 
English, tongue, till Englishmen were so mad, that 
neither ploughman durst look back, and the baker 
would leave his bread unleavened. And proceed- 
ing, moreover, in his sermon, he began to discourse 
of the mystical speeches and figurative phrases of the 
Scriptures : which phrases, he said, were not so dis- 
fnseand difficult, as they were common in the Scrip- 
ture, and in the Hebrew tongue most commonly 
used and known : and not only in the Hebrew 
tongue, but also every speech (saith he) hath his 
metaphors, and like figurative significations, so com- 
mon and vulgar to all men, that the very painters 
do paint them On walls and on houses. - 

** * As for example (saith he, looking towards the 
Friar that sat over against him), when they paint a 
fox preaching out of a friar's cowl, none is so mad 
to take this to be a fox that preacheth, but know 
well enough the meaning of the matter, which is 
to paint out unto us, what hypocrisy, craft, and 
subtle dissimulation lieth hid many times in these 
f)rjars' cowls, willing us thereby to beware of them.' 
In fine. Friar Buckneham with this sermon was so 
dashed, that never after durst he peep out of the 
pulpit against M. Latimer *." 

The poisonous taint, which the Bible is so liable 
to catch from the touch of a Dissenter, is a 4isco- 

* Dr. Wordsworth's £ccles, Biog* toI. iiU p. 10. 
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very of such profound sagacity, and such uncom* 
mon happiness; so undeniable in fact, and so de<r 
monstrable in argument, that it is made the Tery 
** basis and bulwark ''of an imposing edi^ce, which 
must otherwise tumble into ruins. I bad always 
imagined, that the Bible is the surest guide, if men 
will read it with a proper spirit, and sincere desire 
of instruction; and if authority can weigh, it is some 
consolation, that I do not stand quite alone. 

A passage from Sir W. Jones has already been 
adduced. 

Bishop Burnet, speaking of himself and his friends, 
says, ** They lay the foundation of all that they 
believe in the Chi^istian religion, on the Scriptures* 
These^ and these- only, are the measure and standard 
of their faith V. 

The character given by a. modem poet of his 
country schoolmistress, concludes with a just re* 
flection, which I shall .here introduce: it will, I 
trust, apply to many iUiteratt persons, who are able 
U>readX. 

And whmt her leamiog ? Tit with ftwe to look 
Id every verse throughout one sacred Book: 
. ^l^rom thii her joy, her hope, her peace ii sought; 
This she has learn'd, and she is nob^ taught. 

Cbabbs's Borough. 

Bat these testimonies, I know full well, will have 
little effect with the persons, for whose use they are 

* Pastoral Care.— The utility of aubBcripiion to artidef rests upoii 
^tber grounds; the mipiisters of every church bftve, mid woa^ iMive, 
some test either written or understood; without this th9re couU) 
neither, be unity of action, nor harmony of fellowship, nor security 
with^respect to doctrine. 

t An Enquiry, fcc. p. 9^ ~ 
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desigiDed. It may be of service, perhaps, to tell those 
gentlemen, that the o/rf Tracts of the Society in Bart-* 
lett^s Buildings have anticipated their remark, and 
have given them a most complete refutation, by loay 
of reply to Papists. To this I wish particularly to 
draw your attention : that the writers of those Tracts, 
and the Committee in Bartlett*s Buildings, who gave 
them to the world, considered the doctrmes which 
I am refuting, as pf the very essence of Popery. 
** Whereas, it is pretended, that the Scriptures are 
obscure, and that this prohibition (of the Catholics 
to read them) is to prevent heresies, we answer, that 
the Scriptures are not so obscure in places relating 
to things necessary to salvation, but that th^y may 
be understood by the laity j and as to the plea of 
preventing heresies, that is only a pretence, no 
argument, since they might as well forbid people to 
eat and drink, for fear they should abuse their li- 
berty V 

" For all I can see, this is the principle which the 
Church of Home inculcates with great zeal and ear- 
nestness upon their people ; discouraging all doubts 
about their religion, as the temptation of the Devil ; 
and all inquiry into the grounds and reasons of it 
as an inclination to heresy f 7' 

** That great numbers neglect the reading the 
Holy Scriptures, is as evident as it is deplorable; 
Christians there are innumerable, who are almost 
entirely ignorant of the Bible; because those that 
have the rule over them suffer it to be read only by 

♦ Vol. xi. Tract 13, p. 33. 
t Vol. xl. Trttct 15, by Archbishop Tilloison, (See Appendix K). 

T . * 
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particular persons^ and with the greatest precautiofr^ 
as if it were a dangierous thing to put the word of 
God indifferently into the hands of all men. But 
not to concern ourselves at present with tbese^ con- 
siderations, we shall only observe, that the greatest 
part even of those who have the reading of the sacred 
writings recommended to them, neglect to do it. 
Many, it is true, for want of learning, may not be 
in a capacity to read the Scriptures ^ which is a great 
misfortune^ and a shame to Christians* that the num- 
ber of those who cannot read should still be so great 
among them. It may be said too, that a great many 
do not read the word of God, because they are 
unable, through their poverty, to purchase tl^at 
divine book. Those to whom God has given ricJies^ 
should supply this defect, by, dedicating some portion to 
the pious use of providing Bibles for tliepoor. To this 
may be added, that a great number of domestic and 
other servants, have not leisure to discharge thiS' 
necessary duty, because their masters allow them 
not tiiae for it. But, however this be, those Chris* 
^ians are utterly inexcusable^ who have it in their 
power to read the word of God, and will not do it 

" God, in his infinite .wisdom and unbounded 
goodness, has supplied men^by the revelation of his, 
will, with the most perfect means of instruction. He 
(inspired the prophets and apostles, and was pleased 
their writings should be preserved,, that in theni 
truth might always remain pure, without being cor- 
rupted by the forgetfulness and inconstancy^ the 
carelessness or mali9e, of men. The Scriptures, 
therefore, are the most; valuable blessing God ever 
bi^tQwed upon us, except the sending his Son into 
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Khpe worW: they are a treasure which contain in them 
'every thing tvhich can make us truly rich and truly 
Jiappy. We must, therefore, have very little regard 
€or God and his gifts, if we neglect to make a right 
aise of this/' 

** This indifference and neglect in reading the sa* 
cred writings, is the true catise of that ig noranc*^ 
which prevaHs among the generality of Christians^* 
This is the reason they have but a slight and super* 
£bial knowledge of the doctrines and duties of Chris- 
tianity; and too many entertain notions that are 
■CDtirely false and groundless. Tiiis is tbe source of 
the many errors which are in vogue amon^g us, and 
of the many impious and libertine notions which 
prevail more and more ; for as soon as we forsake the 
iScriptureSj which are our only rule of faith^ to follow 
our own reasonings^ we must of necessity go astray. 
It is forsaking this divine light, which has occasioned 
many persons, who have thought themselves inspired, 
and imagined they had attained to the highest 
degree of piety and perfection, to fall into the most 
extravagant notions, and sometimes into the great* 
est impurities. In short, to the same cause may be 
ascribed all that remissness, that carnal and worldly* 
mindedness, which is too common among Christians^ 
All this, I say, proceeds from not reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and not making that use of them for which 
they were given/^ 

" Supposing the Scriptures were regularly read in 
the Church, this alone would not be sufficient, unless 
Christians read them likewise in their own houses.'—* 
The express declaration of God's word, the practice 
lof the Church> both under the Old amd New Testa- 

T 2 
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menty imd maiiy other reasons which it is not ex- 
pedient to mention at present^ prove the neces^ty 
of doing this. Besides, private reading is attended 
with some advantages which public readit^ is 
not. In private^ one may read with more leiswe^ 
consider things more closdy, repeat the thing more 
than once, and make a more nice application. Pri^* 
¥ate reading is likewise the best way to improve 
by what we hear in public; it being impossi- 
ble rightly to comprehend what is said in piib- 
lie dbcourses and sermons, without being wdi 
versed in the Scriptures. Add to this, that prwait 
reading keeps up a spirit of piety and devotion; xohet^* 
as those who neglect this inevitably fail into an 
indifference and disrelish for divine things; which 
must be attended with remissness in the duties of 
religion^ and with a slavisli subjection ta the pas^ 
^ions V 
. My next extract is from the Protestant Catechism* 

** Q. What do you mean by a Protestant ? 

** A. One who protests against the errors ofPo^ 
pery, and admits no rule of fiiith and practice but 
the Holy Scriptures. 

► " Q.' Are the Scriptures a fiill and sufficient rule 
of faith and practice? , 

** A. Yes ; the Scriptures being the word of God, 
cannot but be a sufficient and perfect ^rule, and able 
to make us wise to salvation^ 1 Tim. iii. \&^ Ye ara 
clean through the word which I have spoken to you* 
John XV. S. 

" Q. May all people read the Scriptures f . 

f VbL viL Tract 5, pp. 5/6; 7, BrA 
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" A* They not only may, but it is their duty tv read 
them, or, as they have opportunity, to hear them 
read: for our Saviour has expressly commanded to 
search the Scriptures^ John v. 39 i and St. Paul or- 
ders his Epistle to be read to all the brethren, 1 Thess. 
V. 27; that is, to ^11 Christians: and the Bereans 
lare commended for searching the Scriptiires, Actr 
xvii, 11. 

*' Q. Doth the Church of Rome allow the free use 
of the Sc^riptqres to the people? 
^ " Af No,; which is ppt. only very unreasonable, 
as they are the law by which all men are to be go- 
verned and judged ; but exceedingly wicked, as Christ 
and his apostles have commanded us to read them. 

" Q. Why are the Scriptures kept from the people ?, 

*' A* That they may not see how contrary their 
religion is to the word of Gpd* 

** Q. Are v^t the Scriptures obscure^ and hard to be 
understood? . . - 

** A. As to whatever is necessary to salvation, they 
are plain and easy to those who read them with due 
care and suitable dispositions.* Ifthi gospel be hid, 
it is hid to those that are lost, in whom the God of this 
world hath blinded thf minds of them that belie'oe not, 
9 Cor. iv. 3. 

" Q^ Do the Papists allow the Scriptures to be the 
word of God and rule of faith ? 

" A. They allow them to be the.wor^ of God, but 

* Cowper expresses the same sentiment in the following lines: 
«' The sacred Book no longer sufiers wrong, 
*' Boand in the fetters of an unknown tongue ; 
«' fiat speaks with plainness, art coald never mend, 
f< What simplci^t pinds ^an 8Q(Mie«tcon)pr^end.'^ 
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. not the entire rule of faith, except as explained by 
their unwritten traditions, and the authority of their 
church. 

" Q. On what do they found this doctrine ? 

"A. On the pretended infallibility of their church. 

" QL Does it seem to have been the intention of 
Almighty God, that there should be an, infallible 
judge among men ? . 

** A. No 5 for if an infallible judge had been in- 
tended, he would certainly have been declared in 
Scripture ; but there, on the contrary , we are com- 
manded to examine and judge for ourselves i Believe 
not every spirit ; but try the spirits, whether they be 
of God, 1 John iv. I. Prove all things, holdfast that 
which is good, 1 Thess. v. 21 .* '* 

I refrain from further quotations, merely on ac- 
count of the space which they Occupy : but I must; 
again request you to observe, that the very dogmas, 
which certain gentlemen advance as tests of sound 
churchmanship, were considered, till within these 
twenty years, by the Society in Bartlett's Buildings, 
as the dogmas of Popery; and no subtilty qf eva- 
sion can ever elude the force of this simple f^ct. 

The aiscussion, into which I have been drawn, 
under the present head, has established two things: 
The first is, that the <]loctrines of my opponents are 
diametrically opposite to the old recorded opinions 
of our Archbishops, and of the Society of Bartlett's 
Buildings. 

The second is, that they expressly condemn the 
practice of our immediate predecessors in I7684 

♦ Vol. xi. Tract \2, pp. 4, 5,Q. 
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,. I shall now further demonstrate, that they are 
flatly opposed to the highest authority in the Church, 
and to the conduct of the Society in Bartlett's Build- 
ings, ^t the present day, and of the Unirersity of 
Oxford. 

I have informed you already, that his Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury is President of that very 
excellent institution, the Naval and Military Bible 
Society. Some of its rules, in reference to the mode 
of admission, a^d to the appointment of a Com- 
mittee, have been already produced, from which it 
appes^rs, that Dissenters may be Governors, and 
xnay constitute a majority in the Committee, without 
any limitation. And what are the privileges of this* 
Committee? 

" Law 11, — The distribution of Bibles c^d^Testa- 
tnents shall be under th^e direction qf the Cofiimittee : 
but in cases of emj^ency, any three oj that bodyi 
(on a representation from either of the Treasurers, 
or the Secretary), may sign an order for such distri- 
bution/' 

" 10. — ^The mode of application to the Society^ for 
Bibles and Testaments, shall be through the medium 
of the Chaplain, or an Officer in the Navy or Army, ox 
some Clergyman,'^ &c. 

Is it not evident, that nearly all the Bibles, which 
are issued from the Society, may reach their desti- 
Qation through " noxious channels ?" 

Let us next advert to the conduct of the Society 
in Bartlett's Buildings. 

s It is assumed throughout, by Mr. Daubeny, the 
Country Clergyman, &c. that Bibles ought to be dis* 
tributed, and instruction aflForded, merely by the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 44 Vindication of the Bible Societi/. 

•• sound members*' of the Church of England. Now 
I have at this instant open before me, a Sermon 
printed by this Society in 1792, which was com- 
posed and preached by Sattianaden, a native Priest, 
employed by them in India : it was delivered on thd 
26th day of December, 1790, '^ when he received 
ordination, according to the rites of the Lutheran 
Church, in one of the congregations of the Mission 
on the coast of Coromandel." Sattianaden never had' 
English ordination : neither was that great and il- 
lustrious Missionary Swartz, ** a, sound member ** 
of the Ch«irch of England, for he did not l>et(wig' 
to it; yet in the Advertisement prefixed to this 
very Sermon, and signed by Dn Ga^kin, he is called 
" * The Rev. Mr. Swartz :" the same title is x>erpe- 
tually giv^ to him in the Reports. Now turn to 
the Report of 1808, p. 171 ; and yon will find there, 
that Mr. Henry Horst wa? ordi^ned in the Church 
at Tanjore^by Messrs. Pohlfe, Kolhoff, andHolzberg, 
" in the manner Mr. KolhofF, and the country iPriest 
Sattianaden, had received their ordinations, through' 
the hands of Father J^wartz/* jTh^ ** noxious chan- 
nels," in fact, are ^j^r^^ifig^ Iby our own authority, 

* " It has pleased your Secretary, or Committee, or whoever they. 
Mere that drew up the list of names, to prefix the title of Rev. not 
only to the Clergy, but lo m great maify others who pretend to holy 
orders.** -Country Clergyman, p. 10. 

It is evident that every charitable institution mu^ enter its si|b-' 
scribers according to the name tnd title which they uraally bear in 
the world, and by which they designate themselves : whether these, 
titles be correct and valid, is a question about which the charitable 
Society has little concern ; and by merely entering their contribu-. 
tions, according to the form delivered in by the contributors, it ex- 
presses no opinion upon the subject. ' 
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in every direction, and we are not codtent to con- 
nive at their diffusion ; but we complimeiit theni 
with titles of distinction and ceremony. And what 
use do we make of them ? Not only do the gentle* 
men thus ordained give away Bibles—wAi^n indeed 
they can procure any to give-^hnt they preach, 
they expound, they illustrate the word of God : and 
xve publish their sermons 1 These facts I recomi 
mend to the consideration of the " sound '* enemies 
of the Bible Society : and if they can obtain a sight of 
Sattianadei^'s composition, I would request their par- 
ticular attention to the Preface : the Sermon itself 
will do them no harm *. 

On the propriety or impn>priety of encouraging 
ministers, who are not episcopalky ordained, nor mem* 
bers,of the Church of England, or applying to them 
titles of distinction; I must be understood to offer ncJ 
opinion whatever. But I den^nd of my opponents 
who would persuade «s^ that tbey speak the senti- 
ments of the Society in Bar tlett's Buildings, wheref 
is their consistency ? Are right and wrong to b^e 
settled and limited 4)y^geogrjBip|rical bouridaries? 
Is that to be>^^* soui|^ x>hi<i^ib«n^ship^^ in the East, 
which in the West is pestilential and noxious; tho 
undeniable proof of heretical depravity ? 

If the employment of Luthef a|i miii^isters, and of 
the native catecbists ordained by them, be contrary 

* la reply to these arguments^ a distinetiqii will probably be 
introduced between Foreign Churches aiid Dissenters at Eome* 
But it will hardly be contended by Mr. Daubeny, that the establish- 
ment of a peculiar discipline, in a foreign country, is sufficient to 
constitute a Church ; unless that discipline at the same time admits 
all the requisites and essentiab of a Church. 

U 
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to the express rerelation of God, how can we be 
justified for doing evil that good may come,, by or- 
daining a single individual s^ter the Lutheran form ^ 
If the ordination be valid, why do we not accept 
the offers of many native catechists, persons of Chris- 
tian principle and irreproachable character, whom 
our own Missionaries recommend to us as well 
qualified for the ministry, and as calculated to ren- 
der essential service? If the principle be good, 
extend its benefits: if not, let it be condemned and 
relinquished. 

Neither must it be forgotten, that the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge is at this mo- 
ment issuing Tracts which had their origin in these 
noxious and pestiferous channels. Of this class I 
find two of singular excellence, written ** by that 
eminent and pious divine, the Rev. Mr. Ostervald, 
Professor of Divinity, and one of the Ministers of 
the*' (Calvinistic) '' Church of Neufchatel in Switz- 
erland*.*' The Society informs us, in a Preface, 
that the ^' arguments and reflections ** of Mr. Oster- 
vald *' may be looked upon as the most useful com- 
panion for the Scriptures, and the best human means 
that perhaps was ever invented to make those divine 
books produce in us the salutary effects for which 
they were graciously designed." Can the " sound 
Churchman " read this sentence without indignation?* 
If the Bible Society had ventured, even in one of its 
Reports, to apply language of this nature to any 
*' noxious channel'' in the world, I verily believe 

* Advertisement on one of the Tracts. 
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that some of your coadjutors would scarcely have 
been able to repose upon their beds. 

To crown all, I find in the catalogue Divine Songs 
for the Use of Children^ by Dn Watts*! Surely, 
surfely, if tlie Bible, by passing through the hands of 
a Dissenter, becomes at once so baneful and perni- 
cious, the writings themselves of Dissenters must 
be replete with the most malignant and deadly 
poison. 

These gentlemen, therefore, must not think to 
identify their principles with those of the Society in 
Bartlett*s Buildings. Till within a few years past, 
no doctrines like theirs were heard of within its 
walls: its public and recorded principles were as 
opposite as can well be imagined, and such they 
remain with a prodigious majority of its members at 
the present hour. 

Of the sentiments entertained by the leading mem- 
bers of the University of Cambridge, I shall have oc- 
casion to speak hereafter : let us proceed, at present, 
to the University of Oxford. 

In the year 1796, this University did. at its own 
expense, and at the Clarendon press, priht, for the 
use of the French Clergy, who had t^ken refuge in 
England, an edition of the Vulgate New Testament: 
A copy of it is at present in my possession : it is pre- 
faced by a letter of thanks from the Bishop of Lyons 
to the Vice-chancellor and the heads of the Univer- 



* In vol. vi. of the Society's Tracts, Tract 4, " Dr. Doddridge's 
Trtotise on the Education of Children/' is recommended as ** not only 
a yery useful but a very cheap book :^ and the reader is informed 
that he may get it of Riviagton, the Society's bookseller. 
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sity; which letter was publicly recited in the Hpo&e 
of Convocation, May U, 1796. ' 

It is ^evident from this transaction, that the uni- 
versity of Oxford considered a bad and corrupt 
edition of the Scriptures better than noue; for tbe 
Vulgate edition*, it is well known, has so much of 
a popish tendency as to have been pronounced by 
the Council of Trent of equal authority with the 
- original f.*' 

It is also evident that the University did not object 
to ^uch alterations as the Papists might think it right 
to introduce ; for I find by the title-page, that the 
printing of this edition was under the direction of 
certain members of that church residing at Wiu- 
chester : — '^ Cur& et studio quorundam ex eodem 

* " Neither have the Papists treated Europe with more respect 
than Asia ic.g,i in the Antwerp edition of the Hebrew Bible, foL 
1572> by a shameless falsification, n^n is substituted for vm in Gen. 
ill. 1 5, to make it harmonize with the ipsa of the Vulgate, whi^h 
transfers the honour of bruising the serpent's head from Jesus Christ 
to the Virgin Mary ! Alexias Meneses, Archbishop of Goa, ordered 
the Indian Christians to alter their Syriac version of the New Testa* 
ment according to the Vulgate ! (Wets. Prol. 1 10.) And in the Chi- 
nese MS. in the British Museum, which contains a Harmony of the 
ibur Gospels, the Act$ of the Apostles, and aU the Pauline Epistles^ 
except that to the P{ebrew9, the version appears, from the style an4 
phraseology, to have been made from the Vulgate V* Wrangham^s 
Sermon before the University of Cambrige, May 10, 1807. 

f In the copy before me, the translation of the 8th verse of the 
dd chapter of Matthew gives countenance to the doctrine of penance t 
*' Facite ergo fructum dignum pemitentia.*^ 

Another verse is translated in a manner which is favourable to the 
worhip of images : 

*' Fide Jacob moriens singulos filiorum Joseph benedixit, et ado* 
tavit fastigium virgct ejus*** *' Jacob worshipped the top of bis 
staff !''«^Hebrews xL 21. 
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Clefo Whrtoniae comihorantiiim/' These gentlemen 
might therefore introdece whatever corrections or 
alteratioits they pleased. 

Neither did the University object to noxious 
chaiinels: for, in this cs^se, not only v was the chan*- 
nel pre-eminently noxious, but the stream itself was ^ 
polluted. 

I mean not by these observations to throw the 
slightest reflection upon the members of that Uni-. 
versity; but I would ask those persons who oppose 
•with so much vehemence the distribution of the 
pure, episcopal, authorised version of the Bible by 
the hands of Protestant Dissenters, althongh these 
generally agree with the church in essential points 
of doctrine, what is their opinion of this transaction; 
—of the dispersion of a defective and corrupt trans- 
lation by means of the corrupters ? And I confi* 
dently appeal, in behalf of the Bible Society, to 
every Delegate of the University, who was willing 
to lend in any degree his aid and countenance to 
this Vulgate edition from the Clarendon Press. 

Objeiction i% I shall state this objection in the 
words of the author. " After all its pretensions of con- 
fining itself to the circulation of the Scriptures alone, 
there is not a single rule or law to enforce and secure 
this object K^ 

" Laws and Regulations of the British arid Foreign 
Bible Society. 
"1. The designation of this Society shall be. The 
British and Foreign Bible Society, of which the 

♦ Country Clergyman, p. S3. 
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SOLE OBJECT sball be to encourage a wider circu*- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures. The only copies, in the 
languages of the United Kingdom, to be circulated by 
the Society, shall be the authorized version, without 
note or comment^ :** i. e. the version of the Church 
of England. 

What law or regulation would satisfy him if this 
cannot? 

Objection 13. It is insinuated that the origin of 
the Bible Society is to be attributed to a love of no- 
velty and contempt of order -fi and that tve have no 
security for the honesty of versions of the Scriptures 
into foreign languages J. 

How these charges are to be substantiated I am 
unable to discover: no accusation has yet been 
brought against any particular version, and the 
Society has invariably gone through the regular 
channels. 

In Great Britain and Ireland the Establishments 
have taken the lead, and the highest authorities have 
promoted the cause. 

The efforts of the Society are countenanced in 
Russia by the Archbishop of Moscow, and by the 
Emperor, who exempted the Bibles which wjere 
sent to P^tersburgh from the heavy duty on the 
importation of bound books. The Berlin Bible 
Society has received the approbation and support of 
the King of Prussia^ The Evangelical Society at 
Stockholm has been lately incorporated, under the 

* FiiTBt Report of the Bible Society, p. 25. 

t An Enquiry, &c. p. 30. 

% Insinuation of Country Clergyman, p. 38. 
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sanction of the King of Sweden, and the Privy 
Council. The institution at Nurenberg and Basle 
was raised and supported by the prii^cipal regular 
Ministers. The attemptsbf the Society to administer 
to the necessities of Iceland and Lapland were«niade 
under the authority of their Bishops. The Priests of 
France and Spain receive the Scriptures with joy j 
and even the Pope's Nuncio— ^yes ; the Pope's Nun- 
cio ; a name which will command more respect with 
some persons than any I have mentionedr-invited 
to his palace the donor of a Testament, and ji^tnted 
in the gift*. What greater security can you have 
for good order, and for the dispersion of the pure 
word of God, than the countenance and patronage 
of the constituted authorities in eyery country ? 

The translations of the Scriptures into the lan« 
guages of the East, are forwarded^ under the protect 
tion of the Government in India, by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. That these versions will be 
as perfect as learning and fidelity can make them, I 
entertain not the slighest question. The new trans- 
lation, by Sabat, of the Epistle to the Romans f into 

* Sixth Report of Bible Society, 
t Extract qf a Letter from the Rev, H. Mariyn, dated Caiwnfore^ 

Dec. 18Q9. 
" In the Persiaa and Arabic translations, there are happily no such 
difficalties. The Tftluable qualities of oar Christian brother, Natha* 
niel Sabat, render this part of the work comparatiyely easy. A^ 
he b, I trust, a serious Christian, the study of the word of God> 
and the translation of it, are of course a matter of choice with him, 
and the rigid adherence to the original a point of duty. As a scho* 
lar^ his acquirements are very considerable. He was educated under 
the care of the most learned man in Bagdad ;. and having continued 
to exercise himself in composition, he has aeqaifed,.in consequence, 
great critical accuracy and command of v^oids. His ill stale of 
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the Arabic language, is now before liie. I have sub- 
mitted it to the perusal of Major Stewart, Oriental 
Professor in the East-India College ; and by his per* 
mission I insert the following note. - 

•* My dear Sir, *' Hertford, Sept. i, isio. 

" I have the pleasure to state, that the Arabic 
Translation of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, by 
Sabat, appears to me a very masteriy performance. 
If a version of the wiiole of the Scriptures could be 
procured from the same hand, I should consider it 
as a most valuable acquisition. 

health renders it impossible to say exactly when the woHc he has 
undertaken will be finished; but if nothing untoward happen to in* 
terrupt us, you may, I believe, expect thb New Testament in the 
three languages in the course of two years. In the Persian he has 
adranccd to the end of the First Epistle to the Corinthians nearly. 
In the Arabic, only the Epistle to the Romans, and First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, ,are done, with a few chapters of St. Matthew's 
' GospeU * 

"' Conceiving it to be the object of the Bible Society, in commu- 
moating to the East the treasure they once received from it, m^t 
merely to offer their sij^port to their parent churches, but to invite 
the fastidious Mahometan to receive the sacred law which he sup* 
poses abrogated, I think that we ^lall be neglecting our present op. 
portnnitie^, ^ with such an instrument as Sabat in our possession^ 
we do not make an attempt, .at least, to send forth the Scriptures in 
a style which shaU command respect, even in Nojd and Hejaz. 

^* And now^ hoping, for the blessing of God on' these our endea^ 
vours, and the prayers of Christian people, we humbly request per- 
mission to assure the Society, through you, of our constant prayers 
for them, that while they are thus seeking to make known to aH na* 
tions, through the Scriptures, the mysteries of the Gospel, aocordio^ 
to the commandment ^ the everlasting God, He himself may be 
with them, to guide their counsels, direct their efforts, and give 
them perseverance in the great and glorious undertaking, till the 
earth shallbe full of theknov^ed^ of the Lotd^sihe waters cover 
the sea.'' 
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**I herewith forward a few specimens*, in which 
the words being nMmbered, will enable you to judge 
of the jfidelity of the translation^ 

"Iam> 
" Vours very sincerely. 



" C. STEWART.'^ 



That my excellent and valuable friend, the Rev. 
H. Martyn, who is engaged in the Persian transla- 
tion, will adhere most sacredly to the text and spi- 
rit of the original, it is impossible to doubt : and 
why should I doubt of the integrity of the other 
Gentlemen concerned in this high office of propa- 
gating ^he word of God? — It reflects littfe credit 
upon any man that, he attempts to check the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures, by hints and insinuations 
which are utterly unfounded. In the year 1766^ 
certain members of the Society in Scotland for 
propagating Christian Knowledge diiScovered an 
intention, on grounds of contracted policy, to oppose 
the translation of the Scriptures into the Gaelic 
The animadversions passed upon these gentlemen 
by Dr. Johnson 'are so applicable to the present 
case, that I must beg leave to insert them. 

" I did not expect to hear that it could be, in an 
assembly convened for the propagation of Christian 
knowledge, a question whether any nation, unin- 
structed in religion, should receive instruction; or 
whether that instruction should be imparted to them 
by a translation of the'holy Books into their own lad'* 
guage. If obedience to the will of God be neces- 
sary to happiness^ and knowledge of his will be ne- 

* See Appendix L* 
X 
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cessary to obedience, I know not how he that with- 
holds this knowledge, or delays it, can be said to 
love his neighbour as himself. He that voluntarily 
continues ignorance, is guilty of all the crimes which 
ignorance produces : as to him that extinguishes the 
tapers of a light-house, might justly be imputed 
the calamities of shipwrecks. To omit for a year»^ 
or for a day^ the mpst efficacious method of ad- 
vancing Christianity, in compliance with any pur* 
poses that terminate on this side of the grave» is a 
crime of which I know not that the world has yet 
bad an example, except in the practice of the planters 
of America ; a race of mortals whom I suppose no 
other man wishes to resemble/^ 

If we are to wait for versions into foreign lan- 
guages, till the objections of all objectors are satis- 
fied, how cheerless-must be the prospect, and how 
miserable, the condition of a perishing world 1 

Objection H. The Bible Society was founded ^n^^a 
spirit of rivalry and hostility*. 

The history which I have given of its origin^ is a 
decisive answer to this objection. There is not the 
slightest foundation for the charge. 

It may not> however,, be improper, in this place, to 
refer to the communication which was made by Lord 
Teignmouth> in 1804, to the two great religious 
Societies of England and Ireland. If any spirit of 
hostility was felt, these communications may enable 
us to detect it. 

♦ Dr. Wordsworth^ passim. 
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*^ To the Rev. Dr. Gaskin, Secretary to the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge. 

** Sir, 44 Clapbam. Aug. 2i,l804.. 

"By desire of the Committee of * the British and 
Foreign Bible Society/ I have the honour to trans- 
mit to you a plan of this institution, for the infor- 
mation of * the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge/ 

" I have further the pleasure to add, that the com- 
munication is dictated by that respect and esteem, 
which the Committee cannot but feel for a Society 
which has so long and successfully exerted itself in 
disseminating the knowledge of Divine truths 
** 1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble Servant, 
" 'raiGNMOUTH, Chairman.'* 

To this letter no answer was ever ret^ri;ied« 
. On a similar address beingforwarded to the " Asso- 
ciation in Dublin for discountenancing Vice and pro- 
moting the Knowledge and Practice of the Christian 
Religion," that Society returned an early answer of 
thanks, and expressed its readiness to concur in 
such measures as might further the objects of the 
institution. 

Where wer^Uie rivalry, and hostility, and jea^ 
iousy? Certainly not with the Bible Society. 

Allow m^ehere to tell you a tale: the applicatioi^ 
^of it to the present question I need not make. 

A benevolent lady in D , was in the habit of 

sending children to school for instruction at her own 
expense. Another lady at length established a 
school of industry, the benefits of w^ich were 

X 2 
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Upon a larger scale than those resulting frdm 
the benevolence of her cbariiable neighbour. She 
was immediately offended ; and inquired with 
some earnestness^ what all this rivalry meant? 
" Were not children very well taught before ? And 
was not this promiscuous instruction of all sorts wofi 
descriptions likely to do harm ? It was very prpper 
to select some from the poorer classes/ and t6 teach 
tbem; but if all were to be tatight, they wotild get 
bad books, and adopt bad habits^ and Virtue and 
gx>od morals would be discarded from the plac6.*' 

How difficult is it even for benevolent minds to pre- 
vent the intrusion of narrow feeiingii and to rejoice 
^n the extension of good by the bands of others ! 

Objection 15. The Bible Society is supported only 
by Jive bishops ^ out of the forty-eight who compose the 
pench of England and Ireland. 

This argument is Obtruded upon us with much 
noise and parade by '• a Country Clergyman j" it is 
alluded to in your Sfith pagej and is evidently con:, 
sidered by many as decisive. 

Suppose the Bible Sbctety had a single bishop tX 
the head of it, does it becotae "a Country Cle*gy^ 
inan" to revile and insult it ? Is no respect to be 
pawl by the inferior ^lergy to tbeii- superiors, ex- 
cept just when the conduct of our dignitaries hap* 
pens to please these self^elected fend self-appointed 
judges? If the Bishop 6f Durham alone had stood 
forward the champion of the cause, is it decent in 
Mr. Daubeny to affirm, that the first measures of the 
Society wer^ adopted ** in order to give an advan*^ 
^age to the Dissenters?'** Is it to bje tolerated that 
♦ Charge, p. 2% 
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»*fe Country Clfergyman'* shall assert of such a So^ 
cietyi *< that no bishop oii^A^ to encourage if?"* 
We are not to travel back, I trust, to the day* of 
Jacobinical phrensy, and 16 display our liberty, by 
ii^ulting those most respectable and venerable 
Hi^ei?, Mrbom it has pl^a^ed the Almighty to place 
over us as guardians of his church and people. To 
t6at faction, whateyep be its pretensions, I will ne- 
ver belong I nor can I bring myself to regard with 
i^ery high consideration the patrons of such a sect. 

The Bible Society, ^e are told, is supported only 
by five Bishops. It is concluded, Trbm this hypothesis, 
thiit fbrty-three are hostile to the institution : and 
^hat if a mark ** bdw^ to the example of five^ 
he mUst be disrespectful to the forty and three f .*' 
It is here assumed^ that all the bishops, who do not 
j^upport an institution, are hostile to its existence* 
Let us try this principle. You have heard* already, 
of the Naval tod Military Bible Society, instituted 
in 1*780. The President is his Gfrabe the ArcfbbiiShop 
df Cint^rbury t the Bishop of Durham is qne of the 
Vice-presidents ] and the Bishop of Londqn is a sub- 
Criber 5 but ther^ is not upon the whole bench an- 
other subscriber. Am I to cdndude, thfi^t this most 
excellent }nstitnti6n is disliked by the ri?n)aining 
forty-five ? If I bow to the example of the&e three^ 
and put down my name, must I indeed be disre- 
spectful to the forty and five? Would it not be the 
extreme of insolence in me to tell the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, thf^t " so g:reat a mjyotity ©f respecta-r 
ble prelateai ought, in reason and in decency^ to give 
law, or at least become precedent and example^ for 

* Country Clei-gymatt/ p. §• f il>*<'« P- ^' 
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all true ctiurcbtnen, and particularly for &e t^er. 
gy"?* And that, therefore, his Grace would act 
unreasonably and indecently if he did not withdraw? 
Would not the n^ost charit^le conclusion, which 
his Grace could form in reference to. rae, be found- 
ed on the hope that I had lost my understanding, 
or that I never had aoy understanding to lose? 

According to this principle,.every person of rank» 
who is not a member of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, is an enemy to it. How does 
It happen then, let me ask, that Lord Sidmouth is 
not in the list ? Is it because Lord Sidmouth is 
an enemy to the Church ; because he disapproves 
of the objects of our Society;^ because he wishes to 
shew disrespect to the Bishops? I humbly conceive 
tfiat no man in his senses will veptuja to bring such 
a charge against him: why then in^nuate any thing 
of the sort against L^rd Teigninouth? Is not tlie 
principle, in short, absurd in the extreme? 

Besides, I would ask, ie no Society to solicit the 
patronage of a Bishop, upless it can depend upon 
obtaining the same honour from the whole body? 
And is no Bishop to feel himself at liberty to patron? 
ize' a Society, which he approves, unless he is per- 
suaded that all his brethren on, the bench will im-^ 
mediately follow his example? - Is a man to b^ de- 
prived of his free agency because he is a Bishop ? Or^ 
is that respect, which in any other case would be 
considered as dne to his individual act, in this, ip- 
stance to be withheld froni it ? The Bishops are not 
to be expected to rise in a mass at ev^y challenge 
to a public good work : they are not all equally in the 

* Country Clergyman, p. 9. 
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way of being inforfned, what is going on in the world, 
and what are the true merits of the several chari- 
table institutions. They have also their own plans,' 
their own engagements, and (without disparagement 
be it said) theiro wn views; with all which ifr would 
be impertinent to interfere. It is therefore to be 
presumed, that those among them, who join a so- 
ciety, do it because they approve the institution, 
and find it agreeable and convenient to lend it their 
support. Their countenance implies decisive friend- 
ship, and positive approbation ; and therefore confers 
sanction upon the measures which they patrcmize, 
in proportion to ~ the weight of their respective 
characters. This sanction would be strengthened 
by the presence of Other Bishops, but can in no 
degree be diminished by their absence. Nor is it 
to be overlooked in the present case, that the 
Bishops, who espoused the pause of thcf Bible So- 
ciety, have for the most part paid a close attention 
to its proceedings, and theft their attachment to the 
institution has proportionably increased. 

Let us consider this point in another view. Sup- 
pose, upon any question, the bench were equally 
divided; am I to ** withhold my hand" from an 
act of charity, till a majority appears ? And cannot 
I then join the twenty-five, without an indirect cen- 
surfe upon the twenty-three ? This doctrine of in- 
direct censure, which is so frequently urged, is both 
preposterous and pernicious: every man must judge 
for himself^ (Bishops as^ well as others), as every 
man has to answer for himself before the tribunal 
of God. ' 

The ** Country Clergyman" says, that the Bishops 
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>vho have testified their approhation of the 3ibl^ 
Society are only five. I will giye you their nanr^es^ 
la England, we find the Bishops of Durham* Salis- 
bury, and Bristol : in Wales, the Bishop of St. 
David's: in Ireland, his Orac? the I^ord Primate^ 
the Arohbbhop of Dublin, the Arphbishop of Cashel^ 
the Bishops of Kildare, Derry, Ciogher, Cjoyne^ 
Limerick, Cork, and Down ; and two^ who have beqn 
active in the cause, are now in a better world. 
His talent for coantingi ypu perceive, is pretty 
much in harmony with the rest of his qualiQcationst. 
It cannot be urged, that he alluded only to the 
Englisl^ bench : he has expressly mentioned five out 
of forty-eight Bishops, which includes not only 
England and Ws^les, but Irelapd.^^I know also, ^hat 
the sentiments of other Bishops^ are friepdly to the 
cause. 

Had any of the episcopal patrons qf the Bible 
Society condescended to ^com^ forward in vindica- 
tion of their own conduct, I know nQ|; whether it 
would be possible for them tp adopt l^guage more 
beautiful or more appropriate, than you will find 
in a charge of Bishop Flejetwood, delivered in 171Q. 
The following extract b^arst ao admirably upon 
many of the topics, which have been introduced 
under the head of Ob^ections^ and ^specially upon 
this, that it might seem to be written (or the oc- 
casion. You will read it, I have no doubt, with all 
the attention which it so well deserves. 

'< We do indeed stand in n^eed of ali our peopl^'^ 
prayers, and all the assistance of the gragi^ of Qodji 
and all that our reason, observation, and ^p^- 
rience can afibrd> to direct us in all our ways, for 
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we ar&, methinks, edcompassed with Hnusual^ im*. 
expected difficulties. Whence comes it that the 
times seem so much more unequal to some men of 
this sacred order, than they are to others ? From 
what infected quarter does this mischief arise? 
Are they not full as learned, virtuous, and reli- 
gious, as their brethren or their predecessors ? Shew 
they not equal zeal forthegloryof God, the honour 
of Christ's revelation, and for the souls of men, the 
purchase of his blood f Walk they not prudently 
and circumspectly, shewing themselves patterns ill 
all good things ? What part of duty is it that 
they are defective in ? Is malice so restrained as 
not to tell them of their faults ? Or are their ene- 
mies sa tender of their credit c^nd good name ? And 
yet, if yoji should trace these clamours to a liead^ 
you will find they end in this poor, senseless accu^ 
sation, that, they are not good churchmen. Great 
God ! that men of the most valuable abilities, anc^ 
learned in all kinds, beloved of all that know them^ 
for their candour and good nature; famed for their 
prudence, and venerable for their pi^ty and goodr 
nes3; of exemplary charity, assiduou^s preachers, 
constant frequenters of the common prayers ; and, 
in a word, who, whilst they were parish priests, did 
every way adorn their holy calling; — that these 
men, when they came to be advanced, should cease 
immediately to he good churchmen ! My heart, I 
own it, is too full of indignation and disdain, to 
give ^ serious answer to such calumnies. I rather 
humbly beseech jGod to forgive those men their 
great trespass, who have either invented, spread, 
or cherished them. But be not you,, my brethrei^ 

Y 
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partakers of their sin, bj harbouring suchJiice 
thoughts, or countenancing such reports. Speak 
not evil of these dignities. I know I am the un- 
worthiest of them ; but yet I bind it on your con- 
, sciences, to entertain a good opinion of m9 till you 
find cause to do otherwise. I shall not else be able to 
do any ^ood among you. I sp^ak not this from any 
reason or suspicion I have, that I am not as much 
esteemed by all of you as I deserve to be. But 
what can I expect? What have I not to fear, when 
men of so much greater caution, prudence, virtue, 
and religion, fare so ill? Had Papists been the 
spreaders of these slanders^ I should riot much have 
wondered; because they are such hearty lovers of 
whatever may discredit us, or weaken our influence 
with our people, that I account we are obliged to 
them, if they only report, and are not the authors^ 
of them : but these are not the wounds of enemies, 
but of companions, friends, and children. But, 
after all, what is the ground and occasion of this 
outcry ? If I can guess aright, it is this: The Bishops^ 
for these twenty years last pasty have behaved them* 
selves zvith that good temper ymoderationy and pater- 
nal gentleness ^ that they have gained more ground 
upon the hearts of the Dissenters, than had been 
done for an hundred years before by all their pre- 
decessors. And yet they have not parted (that I 
knx)w of) with one point of doctrine y one point of 
discipline y one chmxh or chapel, one line of the Com- 
mon Prayery nor one external ceremony. But it may 
be they would if they could. It is time enough to 
answer those suspicions, when better proof of their 
inclination appears. I have as much reason to say. 
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femd I do say it, that, whenever" they do part with 
any thing belonging to the Church, my life for 
yours they w*!!! have something equal to it in ex* 
change. They have as yet parted with notnitig; 
made no advances, no proposals, no concessions* 
They have onljf purchased the reconciliation andbene^ 
volence of those people wlio dissent from our churchy 
hy a management that is truly wise and truly Chris^ 
tian. And I am verily persuaded that the best and 
wisest of their predecessors wolild have taken the same 
c»>urses, had the situation. of affairs been the same 
4md the like seasons and opportunities concurred. 

*' But how does it appear that the Dissenters have 
been gained upon by this good treatment? Allow 
them to be men, and you will see something of what 
J say : for all men love humanity, and all men's hearts 
are won upon by gentle treatmeiit. But does it not api- 
pear by plainer tokens ? Have they not (fnany of them) 
manifestly changed their style and way of expression f 
Have they not changed their manners and behaviour 
towards our church and churchmen f Do their writ- 
ings seem to proceed from such a furious, bitter 
spirit as they used to do ? Do they insist upon such 
rigorous terms of church communion as they for^ 
merly did ? Do they treat, our service or our cere^ 
monies with the ancient scorn and contempt ? Have 
they not spoken decently and respectfully of Bishops ? 
I may not insist on all particulars. I affirm, that, 
since the days of Queen Elizabeth, the Bishops of 
the Church of England were never held in that es- 
teem and value by the Dissenters as they now are, 
and have been for these twenty years; and tliat for 
doing nothing but what did always become wise 
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men tod good Christians to do, so circttmstantiated 
as they are. And is it not astonishing^ that thM 
mhich is iti truth a matter of praise and honour^ should 
be turned into an accusation f For (to come to the 
point I am upon) I have neter seeo a t>etter oaue 
wiigned why some Bishops should not be thought 
good church men, than that they have treated the 
Dissenters with more condescension and less acfi* 
ttidhy, and baVe been treated by them with more 
civility, respect, and honour, than was heretofore 
the custom to do on either side. And f leave it to 
all the world to judge, whedier the Bishops are to 
change their conduct, or those who blame them their 
opinion. I mean not, by what I have said, to make 
an apology for any of my brethren and n^ost ho^ 
noured ooUeagiies, dead or li;?ing. Their good'ejcam- 
pie wants not to Ibe justified, but fail(^«d, by me. 
And herein I should but do as they have dope, visf. 
pursue the advice, given Jto the clergy of his prQviM)e 
by Archbishop Sancroft m 1688. * Mor6 especiatiy 
thai they have a very tender regard to our brethren 
the PiTotestant Dissenters: tbat, upon occasions ofier-* 
ed, they visit them at their bouses, and receive them 
kindly at their own, and treat them ^irly wherevw 
tbey meet them \ persuading them, if it may be, 
to a full ccHupliance with our chiardi ; or, at least, 
that, wkereunto zve have aiready attained, we may all 
walk by the same rule and mind the same thing : and 
that they warmly and most affectionately exhort 
them to join with us in daily fervent prayer to the 
God of peace, for an universal blessed union 6f all 
Reformed Churches, both at home and abroad, 
against our coaiinoa enemies.^ *' 
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Objection 1€. The " Country Clergyman" grows 
l>oHer as he advances ; and by the time we get 4o 
Ills tenth page we find him asserting, that onfy 
^ about half a dozen Noble Lords honour'^ the Bible 
Society with their patronage, affdfew of the Clergy. 

I have learnt on "this occasion, for the first time, 
that no institution can be good which is not honoiir- 
ed with the ^sanction of a large list of nobility. I 
have mentioned "before, that the Naval and Mili!ary 
Bible Society has been establislied thirty y-ears: its 
President is his Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury : the Noblemen who subscribe to it, indepen- 
dently of the Piatron and Vice-Patron, are, I believe, 
exactly *^ half a dozen;" but will any man urge this 
as an argument against it ? None, I am persuaded, 
except the author of the pamplilet before me. 

But I will shrink from no question which this 
subject involves; let us examine the point. Tlie 
number of temporal X.ords who subscribe to the So- 
^ety in Bartiett's Buildings, which has existed up- 
wards of 100 years, amounts, I believe, to thirty : the 
noble Patrons of the Bible Society, and of its auxilia^ 
ries, are not less than fourteen • : and, if it will afford 
this gentleman any pleasure, I am happy to inform 
him that the list is increasing.*—" About half a dozen 
Noble Lords !" J know not whet4ier his treatment 
of the temporal or the spiritual Peers be the feast 
ceremonious. These Noble Lords, I presume, have' 
nothing to recommend them but their titles: still 
they are men of rank, and should be treated with 
the respect which is due to rank. But let us take a 
few names : There is Lord Teignmonth, for instance^ 
* The number <it present it eighteen. Nov. 27. 
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Jate Governor-General of India, and a naember of 
the present Administration; — the Government of 
India, at the head of which is Lord Minto, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Controul in the late Admini- 
stration, Ambassador at Vienna, &c. ; — ^the Earl of 
Fitzwilliam, Lord Lieutenant of the West Riding of 
the county of York, late Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, and President of the Council ; — Lord Barham, 
late First I^rd of the Admiralty; — Lord Gambler, 
late a Lord of the Admiralty, and now Commander 
in Chief of the Channel Fleet ; — Lord Cathcart, 
Commander in Chief in Scotland, &c. : — all, it must 
be confessed, quite unknown and unheard-of; men 
of no reputation, or talents, or experience ^ young 
in years, and frivolous in understanding. 

We come next to the Clergy. " Of the clergy 
in general you have but a small portion; and even 
this small portion will be greatly diminishetl, if w;e 
further subtract those who are well known (under 
the title of Gospel preachers) to be guilty of irregu- 
lar and schismatical practices *.'' 

This gentleman, you perceive, is one pf those 
who wish to establish a church within a church, 
and who have, by their excluding system, done such 
injury to our Society in Bartlett's Buildings. — But 
I must look to his assertions. The Bible Society, 
then, has fourteen Archbishops and Bishops in its 
list, and others are friendly.: are these the schis- 
matics of whom he speaks? Or. will he have the 
temerity to say, that the opinions of certain persons 
among the London clergy are to weigh against * 
theirs? It is unfortunate for this writer, that^ m 
* Country Clergyman, p. ip. 
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^everj/ instance, I beVievef where an Auxiliary Bible 
Society has been established, the church has taken 
the lead, and the clergy have generally subscribed 
in considerable numbers. -He says that the Lon- 
don clergy, who have refused their sanction, "are* 
of the first respectability in their profession." Very 
possibly: but is the great body of the clergy tq 
take the law from them .^ Are not others, who have 
subscribed, equal to them in talent, and chamoter, 
and respectability ? Let us see. 

What does he think about the patrons of the .Bi- 
ble Society at Manchester ? I^will present him with 
the names of "about half a dozen :" Rev. Dr. Blackr 
burne. Warden of Manchester ; Rev. John GatlifFe, 
FeUow of the Collegiate Church ; Rev. Charles 
Ethelston, ditto; Rev. C rox ton Johnston, ditto; Rev. 
John Clowes, ditto ; the venerable Rector of St. 
John's; Rev. H. V. Bayley, Sub-Dean of Lincoln, 
&c. I hold these gentlemen ta be equally respecta- 
ble with those of- the London clergy, who n^iy have 
refused their sanction, and I had much rather fol- 
low their judgment. 

What does he think of the Tyf aster and Fellows of 
Trinity College, Cambridge?, What does he think 
of the Prdfessor of Mathematics in that University ; 
of the Professor of Civil Law ; the Professpr of 
Chemistry ; the Professor of Greek; the Deputy Rer 
gius Professor of Divinity ; ,the Norrisian Professor 
of Divinity, &c. ? Are they to bow their necka to 
the opinion of any man, because he happens tQi 
reside in London ? 
- Is he authorized to treat witli contempt the leadr 
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iog members of the Society in Dublin ? Will he pre* 
tend ibat the Provost of Dublin^ ami Dr. Gravesr 
and the other Fellows of Trinity College, are ink 
capable of jodging for themselves ? Are they " guilty 
of irregular mid schistnatical praetices?'' Ai^^ theae 
most respectable names to be treated with coQ^ 
tetopt, because, forsooth, tbey will not subiixiH t(» 
the decision of a few clergymen in l.ondoB ? 

Is* be disposed to treat with scorn the Archd^an^ 
cons of Northumberland and Dutbam«. wbo^ preside 
over the society at Newcastle; oi? Archdeacon 
Nares, Dr. Valpy, and others^ who support tlnrt at 
Reading E Or is it agamst the Rev: Dr, SmalU and 
the other Rectors, Vicai^,. and Curates^ in the city 
of Bristol and its vicinity^ amonntiag, I am t<^d, tq 
SIXTY^THREE, that be wishes to dii?«ct his ambtgUQ^ 
words? 

It will hardly be ej^pected that I should porsuQ 
the inquiry; btit if talent^ and learning, and respect' 
lability are to settlethe question, tho«igb I wish not 
to detract from the merits of s^ny person, yet I aq» 
perfectly willing to rest the cause upm^that issite. 

After all, this author is fighting with shadows^ 
How many clergy men, I would adk, subscribe to the 
Naval and Military Bible Society, which i» honoured 
by the patronage of the Archbishop of Canterbury? 
The number is about fi>rty; and several of them, it 
appears, are of that class, whom our Country Cler- 
gyman would unchurch, and unchristianize. I^ the 
Archbkhop of Canterbury to withdraw bis aid, till 
he shall receive the sanction of certain dl^rgytten 
in London, who have hitherto thought proper to re* 
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tds6 their assistance ? The modesty bf duch a request 
Can be equalled only by ks wisdom. 

Objection n. An institution like the Bible Society 
has a necessary tendency to produce indifference to the 
genuine doctrines of Christianity *; • 

How can these things be ? It is well known to 
every num, that Churchmen aiid Dissenters do in 
some points matterjally differ : yet it is also known^ 
that almost all of them appeal to the Scriptures ia 
support of their opinions ; and therefore it cannot 
but follow^ that all of tb0m may, without the sligbtr 
estsacrifice of their principles, giveaway these Scrip* 
tores. The ol^ection i^ too trifling to merit a serious 
answer ; and they who have recourse to such a plea 
must be grievously in want of :^n argument. 

Objection 18.., The last objection, which seems 
worthy of a place in this formidable catalogue, ap- 
pears io.haveicost you no jsmall share of trouble and 
attention. . This argument, together with its^ " reU- 
tions and dependencies," extends in due form, I be- 
lieve, from the 107th page to the end of thework^ 
It had frequently been hinted at in the progress of 
your letter; and the mysterious tone with which it 
was announced^ prepared me for the detection of 
a most.nefarious plot, ats the bottom of; whichy to be 
sure, was the Bible Society. Judge, then, of my 
surprise, when I discovered that this tremendous and 
tragical history had really no concern with that 
Society— positively none whatever. It is, I confess^ 

* See Antijacobin Reyiew, Mr. Daubeny, &c 
2 
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brought forward with great promise and solemmty, 
with *^ well-seeming and serious minuteness and pomp 
of the detail * ;" but it is nothing to the purpose. 
Whatever may be the object and aim of these insti- 
tution^^ which have arrested so much of your notice ; 

*' Be iheir designs wicked or charitable ;^* 

Whether' )rour repres(6ntation of their character be 
correct or not, the BiMe Society is in no respect in- 
volved in the discussion. It stands on a different 
ground, and its principles are perfectly distinct. Yet 
I freely admit, that, by drawing the attention of your 
readers from the real merits of the question, to fix it, 
with due precaution, and with many dark warnrags 
of solemnity and alarm, upon a subject foreign to 
the cause, you deserve the praise of a skilful parti- 
san. Had the small portion of ingenuity, which 
Aature has allotted to me, been employed at any 
rate,' and by whatever means, to excite prejudice 
and odium against the Bible Society, I should have 
adopted this very plan, and probably have used the 
same language which you have done. I should have 
said, " * This matter of the Bi We Society, in all its 
relations and dependencies, is, I consider, extremely 
extensive and important f. You will form but a very 
inadequate judgment of its merits, by looking at the 
Society itself:' we must lift up our eyes, and carry 
our view far and wide, over a vast range of opera- 
tions, which are now going on around us, and with 
which * the object, the constitution, and the proceed- 

♦ Dr. Wordsworth, p. 08. f IbiA p. 117. 
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ings' of the British and Foreign Bible Soeiely^ have, 
it will be found, * a very close and intimate connec- 
tion, alliance, and participation*!* '' 

Having thus prepared my reader to believe, when 
I bad fixed his regards upon the rising groupe, that 
the spectres, which he beheld, were either the brood 
and offspring of the Bible Society, or by some, mysr 
terious connection intimately allied to it, and of 
similar origin; I should have availed myself of the 
terrors which I had inspired, when he could no 
longer distinguish between assertion and argument* 
between reasons and hypotheses, between factitious 
and real relations, to assure him that this novel com* 
bination was chiefly remarkable for '^ a negation 
of principle, a desertion of duty, and a designed f 
and voluntary deposition of divine blessings % :" and 
that it *^ pretended even to promise us" nothing 
** but the fruits of a spurious and mistaken charity^ 
and liberality §/' I would have led him into blind 
alleys and dark lanes ; I would have summoned a 
Jew t>ut of one corner, and a Protestant Dissenter 
from another, and have represented them as cousin^ 
germans at least to the Bible Society, and as com- 
bining with it to blow up the Church. I would 
have deafened him with clamoiirs about Evangelical 
Magazines and Eclectic Reviews. All Tracts except 
our own, I would without ceremony have con- 
demned : and if I could not discover in them any 
thing baneful or pernicious, I would have snatched 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 1 1 7. 
t See Objection 2, p. 84, &c. J Dr. Wordsworth, p. 1 12, 

§ Dr. Wordsworth, p. 1 13. 
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up from the shelves of their bookseller, ** Village 
Dialogues *" and " Dissenting Catechisms/* This 

would shew, that if the Society did not sell any 
treatises worthy of condemnation, at least their 
bookseller did : and by the unanimous suffrage* of 
lAankind, the sins of a bookseller are, in all cases, tq 
Ite visited upon bis employ erf; » - 

"• Such arguments, it must be coi^essed, are calcu*; 
lated rather to blind than to^ronvince. Yet, as much 
stress is judiciously laid upon them in. this part of 
your letter, let us travel through it together, pa^ 
by page: the process will, I acknaw4edgei be father 
tedious, but if I do not exceedingly deceive myself^ 
the result will be quite decisive, and, ^tothe cause 
which Jam vindicating, triumphant ^ , > 

You tell us, ih p« 111, and have expressed thesame 
sentiment on other occasions, that for ph^ritable 
purposes jrou are willing to unite and to cooperate 
with Dissenters. You admit, therefore, as I have be- 
fore observed, the prippiple of thd ^Uiberal basis :" 
and if you subscribe to ifaospitals or in&rmaries, which 
gave Bibtesi and afford instfuction to theirpatientS| 
yen establish the principle in* ^ far wi^er extend 
than the Bible Society. 

• '■^^ Dr. Wordsworth, p. IfH. 

f This mode of reasoning is not new. A Wolf and a Lamh, says 
the Fable, once met at a stream ; the Wo1f,deterniined upon a quar« 
rel, haughtily demanded, why the Lamb had slandered his repu« 
tation? <f When did it happen ?'' sajs the Lamb, 'f About six months 
•ago," returned the Wolf.— «* Sir, that was before I wa^ born."— 
** Well, if it lyas npt yoij, it was your, father^'* — so he worried the 
^mb. I have already mentioned that the Society for promoting 
fhristian Knowledge refer the reader of their Tracts to their owi^ 
l^ookieller, fojr a work by Dr. Doddridge. 
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Now, the general scope of your reasoniDg-from 
page 107 to the end is this. The Bible Society is 
upon a liberal pla^; the other societies, which RWt 
faere enumerated, are also upon a liberal plan : but 
the, tendency of these societies is to overthrow the 
Church of England ; therefore the tendency of the 
Bible Society is to overthrow the Church of Eng- 
land. The similarity of Monmouth and Macedon 
is established by logic just as conclusive. " If you 
look in the ptiapii of the Wld, I warrant you shall 
find in the pomparisom between Macedon and 
Monmouth, that ^the situatiions, look you, is both 
^like. There is a river »i Macedon, and there is 
also moreover <B riyer in 'Monmouthy and there is 
salmons in both^.'^ 

. / An oriiinary reader of your pamphlet- would rise 
from the perusal of it with the persuasion, that the 
planof tfaesei sopietiei? was borrowed from the Bible 
Society; is^ow, forasmuch as most of them existed 
before its establishment, this impression would he 
quite incorrect. But even if the fact were so, what 
then ? Suppose that the Bible Society borrowed 
its constitution from the example^ which you and 
your friends have afforded, by co-operating with 
Dissenters for charitable purposes: and suppose 
that all these societies were as baneful as you are 
pleased ta represent them: what does this prove? 
That your *^ liberal basis'' is bad ? No; but that a 
g6Qd thing may be abused ; that a thing in itself 
lawful and expedient may be^jonyerted to^ purposes 
pnlawfttl and injOrious. The gen>ri^l urgument is 

, # 3N(*pearet 
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of no force whatever. After you have shewn the 
nature and tendency of these combinations^ you are 
bound to shew that the Bible Society is, in both re- 
spects,' exactly similar/ 1 fear not to shew that they 
are just as much alike as "Vulcan and his wife*,"—' 
as things the most dissimilar. 

The three points which you are to prove in these 
pages are, that '* the object, the constitution, and 
the proceedings, have a very close and intimate- con^ 
nection, alliance, and participationf .'* 

The constitution, as I have just shewn, is foreign 
to the question. Let us now examine the rest, with 
occasional remarks by the way. 

These societies are, ** a new Missionary Society, 
a new London Religious Tract Society, a London 
Itinerant Society^ a Sunday School Society, many 
very extensive establishments of new schools for 
constant daily, instruction in our most important 
and principal towns, a new Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews, And several new insti- 
tutions besides, as well as some old ones, I suspect, 
reformed and newly modelled according to this fa^ 
shionable platform J." 

Ttie assertions in page^ 111, US, 113, belong not 
to the Bible Society; and I have no concern at pre- 
sent either with defending of condemning the rest. 
So far as my argument is involved, they may be as 
pernicious as you please. 

You do yourself admit of a union for charitable 
purposes : let me then propound to you, with very 
sliglit alterations, the questions, which at the bot<t 

* Shakspeare. t !><•• Wordsworth, p. 107. 

J Dr. Wordsworth, pp. 109, 1 10. 
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torn of page. 113 you addr^s to Lord Teignmouth. 
" I ask then. Dr. Wordsworth, areyouatid the.ofher 
supporters of soup-shops and hospitals on a * liberal 
basis' prepared to go all these lengths? Or rather, 
do you not totally disown and disclaim the purpose 
of having any part or lot in them ? Yet, sir, where 
-will you make your stand? I should like to see the 
bounds clearly marked out, and the criterion accu- 
irately laid down. Upon inquiry, I believe, this 
will prove altogether impossible: though this^ or 
that man may choose to say, I design to subscribe 
only to a hospital, and shall stop there; yet even 
in so doing, you will soon see that he Js linked with 
numbers who are of another mind and purpose, and 
with whose ulterior schemes and institutions he will 
thus be found to participate and co-operate (how- 
ever adverse these may be to his own real inte- 
rests, duties, and principles, and however, separately 
considered^ they appear to his judgment unwise and 
pernicious). He will thus be found, I say, to co-ope- 
rate in these things, not only by his sanction, exam- 
ple, and countenance, but .also even by the circu- 
lation of a part of his patronage through their veins 
and channels. Whatever his own private opinions 
and wishes may be, that will now signify little. He 
bas submitted to a new controul*. The yoke is upon 

^ I would ask, with Archbishop Tillotson, ''what man, that hat 
the spirit of a man/' would for one moment submit to such controul 
as you here describe ? We bow to those who are in rule and autho« 
rlty, to the governments and to the laws, for conscience ^ake : we 
bow to men of talent and character, on account of these distinctions ; 
bat no Society can bind down to an approbation hf their whole con- 
duct and opinions, any man who bas judgment to direct him, and 
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his shoulders ; and be must he contenttieneefotBtk td 
think, speak, and act hy tbeatilhorij&edtyirgahstand 
agents, to which he is jEtssociatedt: and thus, the meni^ 
hers of the Church of England /will find themselves^ 
in many ways, lending a powerful helping handt^ 
the propagation and encouragemeat of error, and 
achism» aod discord, both' civil and religious 3 and 
the loss and injury by thQm superinduced upon some 
most important interests ^ of peace, and piiety, and 
true religion,' will, I Mm fully persuaded, be ex^ 
treme/' . . ' . .i - . 

Now where will you make your .stand? You will 
do it, I presume^ when you have relieved^" personal 
maladies/' Lord Teignmouth a;hd his clerical friends 
just add the. Bible, and then they draw the line^f-^ 
^* What, will they not give a Tract?" f* No, not one : 
they give the BiWe/' ** Will they, not add rntites 
and comments?" " Not a syllable: they give sim-^ 
ply. the authorized version of. the Bibley as tranr^ 
lated, and corrected, and authenticated by the digm^ 
taries of theXhurch of England.!' " They- caanot 
help themselves; they have submitted to^ a ne«r 
controul." ** To whose controul ? They positively 
will give nothing but the Bibley and there^ they draw 
the line." 

. You must forgive m^ if I £nd itidilSScultta main-* 
tain due gravity of countenance, when I look at the 
solemnity of manner with which yott intfodoce your 
.. ■ . ^ .■ ' f' ■• ■ 

resolution to act upon that judgment.— The Cottntry Clergyman tfid 
iny«elf are both members of the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge } but we think for ourselves, and each of us follows the 
direction of his own judgment. 

* ^«e Dr, Wordsworth, p. i 13, &C. 
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reader to these irrelevant topics. The subject shall • 
be stated in your own words. 

^ To give any thing like an adequate view of 
the relations, dependencies, connections, and conse- 
quences in themselves and tipon one another, of all 
this complicated series of instruments, which is now • 
at Work, would require a lt)nger investigation and 
detail, than may be proper for the present occasion. 
I shall limit myself, therefore, to the mention of a 
few specimen^ which, while tliey may operate as an 
opening and introduction to the general argument, 
are, in their more immediate design and object, 
to be applied only to the illustration of the tea- 
dencies and effects of the British and Foreign Bibl« 
Society. 

** Your Lardship has heard, no doubt, of a Society 
* for the support and encouragement of Sunday 
Schools * in the different counties of England and 
Wales. It is honoured, I see, with the patronage of 
several of the officers of the Brble Society, and of 
a considerable number of yoxxt members; and, "ac- 
cordingly, has been, furnished by you with large sup- 
plies of English Bibles at the cost prices*, and with 
a considerable quantity of tlie Welsh Scriptures f." 

The Sunday School Society is supported, it seems, 
by many members of the Bible Society. Very likely: 
so also is the Society for promoting Christian Know- 

* The Dissenting '' Society for promoting iteligious Knowledge 
among the Poor/^ was furnished in 1768, with large supplies of 
Bibles, at the cost price8.-(a considerable quantity of the Welsh 
Soriptarcs^^by the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge^ 
and at its own request— See p. 124'. 

t Dr. Wordsworth, p. 115. 
2a 
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ledge. Lord Teigpmouth and his friends are nq 
more " interwoven" with the one tbfin with the 
other. The Dissenters, who assist you in contri- 
buting to hospitals and souprsbops, are Dissenters 
still. They subscribe still to other charities ; and 
the Dissenters who have joined Lord Teignmquth 
<^o the same. And it is very possible that individi^al^ 
of the Church, whether they belong to Bartlett's 
l^uildings or to the London Tavern, may see th^e 
things differently from you and me ; they stJU rer 
tain thj5 privilege of private judgment, apd we can- 
not lay down a rule for governing or defining their 
personal exertions. But the Society subscribes nq-» 
thing. " Yes, it furnishes them with Bibles,*' Very 
possibly: it furnishes also the Naval and Military 
Bible Society ,and all that stand in need : and would 
ypu refuse them ? 

But where is the similarity between this ipstitu-* 
tion and the Bible Society ? Instruction of chilr, 
dren is a matter pf church government a^d disci-^ 
pline: it involyes ni^ny questions connected with 
peculiar classes qf religionists: the nieo^bers of the 
Bible Society have but one plain and simple object, 
viz. to give away Bibles,— the authorized Bibles of 
the Church of England.. 

I neither aip f^t present, nor ever was, a member 
of the Sunday School Sopiety, nor of any Soci- 
ety, \ believe, which you hav^ ventured to con- 
demn, except the Bible Society, But I cannot pro-, 
ceed without expressing great surprise, how it has 
happened that you should give such an account of 
some of these institutions as your Letter presents. 
I must make a few pbservations upon this sub? 
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j6ct: they will serve to illustrate the nature of your 
general argument, and the manner in which, from 
your defect of information, that argument is urged. 
The Sunday School Society was established in the 
year 1785; Jonas Hanway (a namef allied to Chris- 
tian philanthropy), was in the chair at its formation, . 
In May, 1786, a deputation from it waited upon the 
Archbishop of Canterbury : they were received by 
his Grace, arid by the then Bishop of Salisbury in a 
very kind and flattering manner i and both of. these 
dignitaries promised their countenance and support 
to Sunday Schools : neither of them condemned the 
object or the constitution, the end or the means. 
Among the eminent members of the Church of 
England, who have aided thd design, and patronised 
the measures of this Sodiety, was the late Dean of 
Lincoln, who delivered a Sermon in their behalf, and 
allowed them to publish, from his Charge, an extract 
in favour of Sunday Schools. The Society has also- 
received the patronage of the Bishop of LlandafF, 
and the late Marquis of Exeter ; of Brooke Wafc on. 
Esq, V.P. ; Thomas Raikes, Esq. V, P. ; Sir James 
Saunderson j W, Morton Pitt, Esq. 5 and many 
other distinguished fcharacters. Among the nume- 
rous Clergy who have obtained books from them, I 
hear of one most Respectable Rector, at the West 
end of the town, who is also a zealous member of 
the Society in Bartlett's Buildings. The Clergy have 
at least as good an opportunity, as others, to avail 
themselves of this establishment. I have reason to 
believe, that in all cases where Schools are established 
under the direction of a Clergyman, books have 
been always afforded to them, in preference to 

2a 
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others : if a Clergyman and a Dissenter apply a* 
the same time) and the demands of both caaaot be 
satisfied, attention is, I am assured* in the first in- 
3tan«e, paid to the established church. 

The object of this Society is restricted to the dis- 
^ tributioa of Bibles^ Testaments, and Spelling-books : 

and they cannot admit any other book, however 
excellent, without a violation of their rules, and a 
change in their constitution : just as the Bible So- 
piety cannot give any work but the Bible. 

Now with this statement before us, let us ex- 
amine your 116th, 117th, and IWth pages. 

1. You insinuate that the schools encouraged by 
•this Society, are for purposes hostile to the Church. 
This insinuation will pot be repeated.- — If the Clergy 
do not procure assistance for their schools from this 
quarter, the fault is certainly their own*. 

2. You assert that the Committee of the Sunday 
School Society,. " after the fashion of Lord Teigu- 
mouth's, consists equally of members of the Church 
of . England and Protestant Dissenters f." The Sua- 

. day School Society was established in 178^, the 
Bible Society in 1804. The former commenced on 
a " liberal basis," and very speedily appeared undep 
that specific form of which " Lord Teignmouth". is 
supposed to have set " the fashion." 

3. You complain that "the exercises of the scho- 
lars on that day" (Sunday) are " restricted to read- 
ing in the Old and New Testament, and to spelling, 

* About 120 new applications, lam informed, are made annu- 
ally : 40, at least, come from the Clergy ; and why. should »ndt 
100 come from them I 

t Dr. .Wordsworth, p. ll(Su 
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as a preparative to it*/' Can they read any thing 
better, more calculated to inform *tbeir understand- 
ings, and to amend their hearts ? 

4. " What may we not expect,** you add, *' from 
a Society thus liberally constituted f, and not one 
member on the Committee of which, nor any one 
of its Officers, is a Clergyman {?" Is it not your ob- 
ject to draw away the small number of Clergymen 
who do belong to it ? If the name of a single Cler- 
gyman were upon the Committee; would he not in- 
cur your heavy displeasure ? Besides, if there are no 
Clergymen upon the Coitamittee, or among the 
Oflicers, neither is there a single Dissenting Minister 
in either of those 3ituations : and as the business of 
the Committee is only to order Bibles, Testaments, 
and Spelting-books, and that of the Officers only to 
correspond and record in reference to such orders ; 
there is no impropriety^ and there are - many ad- 
yantages, in having such duties discharged by per- 
sons of proper character from among the Laity. 
. 5. You say, ^* The Committee, constituted thus 
liberally as I have described, did, I understand, for- 
mally negative a proposal made to them, to admit 
the JBook of Common Prayer into the list of their 
books for promoting the religious education of the 
youth trf this kingdom §." 

Now I am given to " understand" that such a 
proposition never was negatived, and that, for the 
best of all reasoi^, because it never zvas made ; and 

♦ Dr. Wordsvorth, p. 1 17. 
t See Appendiit M. It will tell you what we may expect : it 
bears also upon some other points iatimately coniiected with thif 
discQ&Hon. 

X Dr. Wordsworth, p. 1 18. § Ibid. p. 1 17. 
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fts must be obvious frcim the eonstitdtion of th^ 
Society, never could, with any shew of consistency, 
have been'made. — But I will presume, for a moment, 
that your information is better than mine. — Let us 
see what you will gain by the adnfiission — ^You have 
been told, that, by the constitution of this Society, 
they were restricted to the Old and New Testa-s' 
ments, and- to Spelling-books: how then could they 
do otherwise than formally negative a proposal to 
admit the Book of Common Prayer on the list of 
their books, if sruch a proposal had been formally 
made ? Imagine a similar proposal to be made to 
the Bible Society ; if I were upon the Committee, I 
should say, •* The proposal must be negatived: if 
1 admit the Prayer-book to-day, what security shall 
1 have that * the improved Version* may not be inf* 
troduced to-morrow ; Mr. Sikes's, or Mr. Any-body-* 
else's Tracts on the following day ; and Dr. Priest- 
ley's 'Corruptions' on the next?"-^It is evident, 
that if you once violate the rule, there is no limit to 
innovation. Had the Country Clergyman brought 
forward this fact as matter of charge, I should hav^ 
thought it perfectly natural : that it should come 
from you, does, I confess^ excite in my. mind m^ 
little surprise. 

The Sunday School Society says nothing nmr^ 
than this : We will furnish Bibles, Testaments,^ and 
Spelling-books : we have no objection to your pro. 
curing other publications; but you must get them 
elsewhere. 

You proceed in the following pleasai\t strain : ** I 
wonder whether they would have served with the 
like fate such a proposition as this : — ^The devotions 
of that sect or denomination hitherto known by the 
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title of the Church of England, Y>ding no longer of 
any account in the sight of God or man, this So- 
ciety pledges itself to do what it can to discounte- 
nance and discourage the use and introduction of 
the Common Prayer-book, Psalter, Collects, Church- 
Catechism, &c. in any of the Sunday Schools 
hitherto established, or hereafter to he established, 
in any part of this kingdom. We will exert our 
utmost strength to banish then^from all hearts and 
aflfeetions*!" Whether they would have negatived 
the proposal, I do not think it worth while to in- 
quire ; but I must gay, they would have failed in 
their duty, if they had not recommended the pro- 
poser to the pare of his friends. 

6. Most of your readers will infer, from the pas- 
sage i^hiph has just been quoted, that children are 
left to be instructed according to forms in use 
among Dissenters, and that the Church Catechism is> 
in fact, rejected, or disqountenanded by the So- 
ciety* 

I am one of those who consider the Church Cate-_ 
chism as a most admirable compendium of Christian 
faith, and Christian duty. But I dare not on this ac-t 
count Condemn all other compendiums as baneful and 
injurious. TheSociety for promptingChristian Know-r 
ledge not only forbears to condemn, but has abso- 
lutely given countenance and encouragement to 
systems and forms of instruction, of which our 
Church kno^vs nothing. In a letter from Ziegenn 
balghand Grundler, dated Tranquebar, 1713, an4 
^ddr^ssed to the Society, and published by its ai|^ 

*Dr. Word«iY®«lJ> P- U7, 
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thority, we are informed that these Missionaries l^ 
printed in Portuguese the following Treatises. 

I. An Explication of the Christian Doctrine^ after . 
the method of the Catechism. 

S. A Summary of Christian Doctrines, for the use 
lof the Catechumens. 

9. A Collection of sacred Hymns« 

In another letter, dated in the same year, and 
published also by the Society, they say, that they 
have written and translated the following books : 

1. The New Testament. 

2. A System of Divinity. 

3. A Compendium of Divinity. 

6. Luther's Catechism. 

7. Christian MoraK 

19. The Rites of the Danish Church. 
24. Short Questions concerning the whole Chris* 
tian Doctrine, &c. 

In Portuguese. 

14. The Catechism, and Liturgy of the reformed. 
Christian Churclies. 

15. A Breviary of the Christian Religion, by way. 
of Dialogue. 

18. A Rustick and Pastoral Dialogue between 
the Curate of a Village, and a Keeper of Sheep. 

It is evident, therefore, that the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge believe that sound in* 
^truction may be derived from other sources besides 
those, which you and I might recommend ; and 
thei'efore that we are not to condemn all forms 
without discrimination, merely because they be- 
long to Dissenters. 

I beg further to observe, that in point o^f facjt. 
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thtt Sunday School Society does countenance the 
Catechism of the Church of England. Of this as- 
sertion you will find sufiicient proof in Append i^c 
M, extracted from letters published very lately by 
the Society in question. I earnestly recommend to 
your perusal the last Report. The accounts from 
Wales, which relate to the progress of schools^ I 
have not ventured to quote, as I should not know 
When to desist : they are in the highest degree inte- 
resting and impressive. I cannot but think, that we 
should be much better employed, if, instead ' o^ 
throwing suspicion upon those whose zeal and ac- 
tivity are a reproach to our languor and inertness, 
we would lend our aid still more vigorously to im- 
plant the great principles of the Christian Religion 
in the hearts of the rising generation. 

7. I proceed to another quotation. 

" In turning over this Report, I can easily see^ 
that there is no object, about which their Secretary, 
acting, / presume, under their immediate instrucm 
tidnsy is so anxious, and which he takes so faithful 
pains to impress upon the minds of his correspon- 
dents, as that, if they expect a continuance of the 
patronage of the Sunday School Society, they must 
take care that no child of a Dissenter should ever, 
hf any misfortune, be permitted to stray within the 
walls of t)ieir parish church*." 

Is^ there not something, to say the least of it^. 
very singular in this exposition ? Does the fact 
really correspond with your statement ? Does a re- 
gulation which provides for allowing the children of 

^* See Dr. Wordsworth, p. 118. 
/ . 2B , 
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Dissenters to attend their own places of worshipr 
without any controul or interference from the So*^ 
ciety ♦, justify the construction which it has pleased 
you to put upoii it ? Is it exactly according to the 
rules of sound logic^ to identify the Bible Society 
with another, to which you attach such principles 
and such conduct ? Do not things like these shake 
prodigiously the belief whfch we should otherwise 
repose in the accuracy of your statements, and the 
justness of your conclusions ? If mistakes so re- 
markable are to be found, in reference to the very 
first Society upon which you pounce in your ex- 
tensive flight, wliat security have I that your infor- 
mation about the rest, and the deductions which, 
you make from that information, are not equally 
incorrect ? 

I must not leave this part of our question, without 
offering a few remarks, which I think are not unim- 
portant. 

It IS a matter deeply to be lamented, that the- 
Church of England is so often placed, by her owil; 
sons, in a view most unpopular and uninviting. If 
a measure of great national utility, connected with 
general morals^ is projected by any without her 
pale^ men of narrow minds are sure to appear 
among ourselves, whose object it is to throw 
suspicion upon the plan, and to defeat the project. 
The evil which has arisen to th^ national Establish- 
ment, from this cause alone, is incalculable. When 

^ " RegutaHion VJ, All the Scholars shall attend some place of 
ptiblic worshit) every Sunday : bat such as their pat'etits tnay k«- 
•pectively approve."-*JBto<n/A Report of the Sunday School So-i 
eieiy, p. 13. 
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ikke idea of Sunday Schools was first proposed to the 
public, the advantages of the plan were so various, 
^and so undeniable, that it seemed impossible for 
any m^n of common liberality to refuse his support. 
Schools were presently formed by the Dissenters, 
among others, in most parts of the kingdom : several 
also of the Clergy rejoiced in the prospect of adding 
to the effect of their public ministration, by th^ 
offices of private instruction. They therefore gave 
.their warmest sanction to the measure. But many 
of their body refused to concur, and, by fixing a 
term of reproach upon their more active brethren, 
materially diminished the acceptability of the 
scheme, and the benefit which would otherwise have 
arisen from it. Who can be surprised, if the Church 
of England sustains/' injury, and. loss, and defalca- 
tion,*' when this mighty engine of public instruction 
is thrown by ourselves, a^d that with an air of dis- 
dain, into the hands of Dissenters ?* The establish- 
ment of a Sunday School by a Clergyman is coii- 
sidered by some as an indisputable proof of heresy 
and schism. 

In connection with these remarks, I observe, fur- 
ther, that if an improved plan of education is sug- 
gested by a person who is not of our own commu- 
nion, that circumstance is sufficient to raise up hos- 

* ** The arguments iise<) by the opponents of Sanday Schools, 
chiefly turn upon certain 9npposed inconveniejucies, which mayjEKUsi- 
hty arise to society from their continuance ; without considering a| 
the same time the more probable adyantages, which, as far ^s human 
i^eason may presume to prophecy, cannot fail to result from the pro- 
per management of the institution/' — Tracts qfSocieiy in PartUtf*^ 
Buildings, Vol. vi.^ract 1. p. 77. 

2 B2 



Digitized by 



Google 



188 Vindication of the Bible Society. 

iility within the bosom of the Church, and to de-^ 
prive her of alt its benefits. 

Of Lancaster's plan we have all heard ; and we 
all know, that, from its constitutional neutrality, it 
may be applied in favour of any system of religion 
which its patrons choose to adopt By a modifica-r 
tion of his* scheme, the principles of the Church of 
England can be as well inculcated as the principles* 
of any sect that has separated from it. The UniverT 
sity of Cambridge, which is never second in the race 
of liberality and public spirit, made this discovery 
sometime ago, and, in 1808, proceeded to act upon 
it*. Yet, strange to tell! in the Sermon preached 
by Mr. Archdeacon Daubeny, June 1, 1809, in St, 
Paul's Cathedral, c^nd published at the request of 

^ The Cambridge Lancastrian School is immediately under tb^ 
patronage of Members of the University. The children are ad*? 
mitted between the ages of six and eleven, and are instructed m 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, at an annaal expense of not quite 
8s, each, includii\g books, slates, &c. The Society of Friends bav^ 
lent their Meeting-housie for a School-room, till a proper one can b^ 
built. ^ Above 600^. have been subscribed for this purpose, and for 
the purchase of ground. Subscriptions have been received without 
reference to party or denomination ; but nearly the whole of this 
sum has been raised among Members of the University, and about 
half of it from Trinity College. The annual subscriptions in 
support of the Institution, are about 70/. per annum : the donations 
for the last year about 74/. — both almost entirelj^ from the Univer,sity^ 
The present number of scholars, I believe, is nearly 240. 

The 1 nstitution is under the management of Governors, who are 
constituted- by a donation of Ten Guineas^ or an annual subscrip- 
tion of One Guinea. — Does the University of Cambridge recoguise 
tbe «* liberal basis?" Does it require " no test or symbol of the 
man, who desires to be admitted to a participation of their under- 
taking/ but the tender of a piece of gold ?" (Dr. Wordsworth, p. 98. J 
Exactly so. 
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the Society for promotiDg Christian Knowledge, we 
are gravely told, that Lancaster's is ** an institu- 
tion, the whole advantage of >«^hich, if we mistake 
not, will be on the side of separation from the Church; 
the whole disadvantage, on that of communion with 
it!" The Archdeacon takes occasion, in his last 
Charge, to deliver sentiments of a similar tendency. 
Is this the way that the Church of England is to be 
defended ? Are we to give up to the Dissenters every 
measure which is popular and efficient, because it 
may happen to have originated with them? Are 
we, in fact, — for the question really comes to this, — 
to fix the foundations of the Establishment upon the 
ignorance of our people, while instruction is chiefly 
to be afforded to those who have left us ? If these 
)[>e our principles, and if this be our practice, then, 
whatever be our pretensions, our measures must, in 
reference to that church which we profess to de- 
fend, have all the effect of rancorous and avowed 
hostility. We amy talk about " our venerable mo- 
ther" as we please: we are a race of most undutiful 
^nd rebellious children. It is to the honour of 
the present Chancellor of the Exchequer, that, in 
the midst qf other high and importaQt engagements, 
he has pot forgotten the interests of the Establish- 
ment : but even his measures, wise and salutary as 
J think them, will fail of their purpose, unless zee 
are alive to the sacred duties of our calling; and 
^eiilous to communicate knowledge, both in public 
and in private, by our preaching, by our example, 
^nd by all the channels of improvement 

You assert, page 111, that " the solemn offices of 
iTOtructing her youth/' the Church of England " is 
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called upon, by her own professing sons, to retire 
from and abdicate:" and Mr. Daubeny can find no 
better outlet for his zeal, than by pouring his fn- 
dignation upon those who adopt the Lancastrian 
plan. As I do not very well understand the object 
of all these charges and complaints, I must beg per* 
mission to ask a few questions. 

By whom is the Church of England called upon 
to relinquish the instruction of her youth ?- By those 
clergymen, I presume, who are hostile to schools, 
and discourage instruction. Is it not a fact, that, in 
some populous parishes, the only schools instituted 
for the instruction of the lower classes have been 
established by Dissenters, or, at lea^t, by persons 
not identified with the Established Church ? If the 
members of the Church of England will not lend 
their assistance, are the poor to remain without 
education ? Is it to be endured that Mr. Daubeny, 
or any clergyman of the Establishment, shall revile 
those persons who supply our lack of service ? Do 
you wish that the mass of the people should con- 
tinue in their ignorance, rather than that they should 
receFvethe blessings of education from the Sunday 
School Society, and obtain Bibles and Testaments, 
and Spelling-books through such a channel ? I am 
persuaded that you do not. But let me request you 
to sift your own argument; examine its nature 
and tendency ; see whether it leads yon, and then 
ask the simple question, is it better that thfi poor 
should be enabled to read the Scriptures from the . 
instruction of any who are willing tb instruct them, 
or that they should be left to perish in th«ir igno- 
rance ? Our gracious Spvereign is reported to have 
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expressed It to Lancasteri as bis earnest desire, that 
•* every poor child in the nation should be able to 
read bis Bible/' If we would give eflFect to this 
royal sentiment, a sentiment worthy of a Christian 
Prince, we must, in the first place, take care. that 
instruction be afforded; and, in the next, that chil>* 
dren may have Bibles to read* 

In page 119> you introduce us to ** the London 
Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews."^ 

These men preach, illustrate the Scriptures, lay 
down doctrine, enter into addresses and argumenta- 
tion, and do many things which involve the interests 
«nd peculiarities of sects. The Bible Society circu- 
lates Bibles without note or comment. Where then- 
is the likeness? But you have authority for this 
comparison ; the Committee of the Jews^ Society 
^ do not apprehend that any valid objection can 
\e urged " against their institution, since the Bible 
Society (and they might have added, your hospitals) 
is on a "liberal basis." The Committee indeed f 
They would, qf course,^ say the best for themselves 
that they could. But is this Committee to tell you 
and me what to believe; or to make things alike, 
which are essentially distinct? The fact is, there is- 
aot the slightest affinity or resemblance between the 
two institutions *. I Qught, perhaps^ to have ex- 
cepted their auxiliary societies f : but as the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge has adopted 
a similar m^easure, f know not how any connec- 

* Your friend Mr. Witherby himself contends, « that the only 
likeness between them consists in the means used by them^ to raise 
fiiooey .•*—ii LeHer to the Rev, C. Wordsworth, p. 13. 

t 3Dr. Wotd8W0rth,|K 123. 
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tion or affinity between the two societies und^f 
consideration is to be proved upon that groifdd. 
The auxiliaries will always take the form of the pa-" 
rent ; and the constitution of the parent society^ 
as I have already shewn^ has no concern with the 
present question. 

But let us enter a little into the history of the 
Jew's Society. A few years ago Mr. Frey, a Jew, 
was converted to Christianity; and, under the 
strongest impressions of the excellence of that re: 
ligion which he had now embraced, he, very na- 
turally, turned his attention to those of his brethren 
who still rejected the oflFers of the Gospel. But he 
wished to act under the authority of the Church t 
with this view he made repeated applications- for 
orders to the Bishop of Durham, and, I believe, to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. For reasons, which 
I have no doubt were good and conclusive,he did not 
succeed ; his anxiety and 2eal, however, suffered no 
diminution, and he thought it to be his duty, at any 
rate, to instruct the Jews. In, a church he could 
not preach : he was therefore contented with a , 
chapel. Several clergymen of the Church of Eng- 
land were willing to aid his efforts, so far as they 
could, without sacrificing their own principles, or 
violating the rules of the Establishment. Somedis-* 
senting ministers also offered their services in a cha- 
pel appointed for the purpose, and in this manner 
a sort of co-operation commenced both within the 
Establishment and out of it. 

I shall now offer a few remarks upon the state- 
ment which is Goatained in your letter, first solicit- 
ing your attention to a paragraph in page 111. 
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** Thus it IS, that by her own sons the Cburdi of 
England is called upon to surrender and pass out of 
her maternal su pen n tendance the solemn offices of 
instructing her youth, of preaching the Gospel, of 
disseminating the word of God, of converting the 
sinner, of bringing the Jew and Gentile into the 
knowledge of the truth/' 

Doubtless you are able to tell me, what steps 
have been taken by the Church of England for the 
eonverston of the Jews i but as I never have heard 
of them, I must believe that they are not very ge*. 
nerally known. On what ground then can we con- 
demn those clergymen, who are willing to deliver 
monthly lecltu res in o>ur own churches for the attain^ 
i&ent of this desirable end ? Is the act immoral ; — or 
schismatical ;~or hostile to^the interests *^ of piety, 
and peace;, and true religion ?*' — »Again : If Mr. 
Frey could have preached within the walls of tl^ 
Establishment, be would gladly have done it Is this 
gentkman to be condemned to silence'*^,.tilL, ac-t 
cording to the forms and usages of the Church of 
England, a Jew can be admitted into holy orders? 
And if not, will he not be considered, and ju^ly 
considered, as the first and principal organ of any . 
eombination for the conversion of his brethren ? Why 
then am I to feel " indignation and scorn,** if the 
^fgy of the Church of England, who aid this 
cause, be mentioned as '^ foitning a second and prin*' 
cipal branch?" 'Is there any thing degrading in tlie 

* I have already shewn that the Society for promoting Christian 
KuQwrldge employs^ in India, persons who have never obtained 
Episcopal ordination. Mr* Frey is a Jew, and he preaches to Jews. 

2 C 
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expression ? It seems to me, that you mistake the 
word second for secondary : had the clergy been ex-« 
hibited as a secondary appendage, you might then 
have bad some right to complain. 

In speaking of an extract from the second Report 
of this Society, you make the following observa- 
tion : *^ I disdain to dwell upon it, to unfold the 
Jesuitism, and the senseless delusions with which it. 
abounds*." The only remark which I shail oflfer 
upon this passage is, that the Report was, as I un-» 
derstand, drawn up by a distinguished ckirgyman o( 
our own church ; and that men, who write books 
with a viejw to establish a point, should be very care- 
ful how they talk about ^^ Jesuitism, and senseless 
delusions." You proceed thus : ** Is it possible t"hal 
this too can be swallowed by what is called the reli- 
gious public? Your-^ Society has turned the clergy 
of the Church of England out of doors, just as the 
one, which we mentioned before f , has done with the 
Liturgy." I forbear to quote the rest : but I cimnot 
avoid expressing my astonishment, that you should 
be ignorant of the plain statement, with which I have 
just supplied you, and that, being ignorant, you 
should have ventured to involve yourself in such a 
labyrinth of misconceptions and mistakes, and ir- 
relevant observations, as I find in the 12Ist and 
I22d pages : — a little inquiry would have saved you 
a great deal of trouble. It is difficult to imagine, that 
the circumstance of Mr. Frey's application for or* 
ders should have wholly escaped you. I think, then, 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 121. f The Sunday School Society. 
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that you ought to have mentioned. it> for it makes 
a very material difFereoce in the case. 

You remarjk ""^ : " To what the Jews may be con- 
verted (if converted they are to be by the exertions of 
your Society) no man can pretend to say : but sure 
we are, that it will not be to the principles of * a . 
second and principal branch' of the institution, the 
Church of England." 

Upon this passage, I inquire, 

1.. Is it not better that they should be converted 
to Christianity, even by a Protestant Dissenter, 
than continue in utter unbelief? or do you hold 
Judaism and Dissent in the same estimation,? . 

2. Whence arises the assurance, that they will 
not be gained by the Church of England? Will not 
the Clergy preach; and cannot the Almighty bless 
their labour]^; and then may not the Jews be, like 
Mr, Frey, aqxious to join the Establishment ? I have 
frequently thought that your doubts were misplaced ; 
and I must hold similar language about this matter 
of assurance. 

3. Do you mean to hint, that the Jews never will 
be converted ? I can hardly make the supposition. 
How then is this event to be accouYplished, but by 
the blessing of God upon the reading or the preaching 
of his Gospel? and why should you oppose it? 

I really grow weary of tracing mistakes in fact, 
and fallacies in reasoning: let these s^pecimens suf- 
fice : and let this be 4ny excuse for the conciseness 
which I shall observe on the remainder of the arga- 
iDept. 

*Pr. Wordsworth, p. 122. 
2 C 2 
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In p. 124 you call up the Missionary Society j 
What '^ labours and cares/' I would inquire^ has the 
Bible Society interwoven with this? Is the simple 
act of distributing Bibles at all analogous to the la- 
bours of a Mission ? It is, lunderstand^ asserted, upon 
• high authority, that the Bible Society does not con- 
fine itself to th^ circulation of Bibles * . Is this then 
asserted ? I deny the assertion^ and challenge the 
proof Shame be upon those who delude their 
superiors into the propagation of such cruel and 
mischievous falsehoods !— You tell us, in the 125th 

♦ Few persoDS, I presume, will have the temerity to give their 
names in support of such an assertion, and 1 was for some time snr* 
prised that any petrson should prognosticate evils of this sort 
whilst 4he Bible Society continues to act upon its avowed waA ob^ 
viotis principle, I confess, however, that pro^goosticatioos of iht« 
kind are not wholly absurd. An instance has occurred within our 
own recollection, which proves that a charitable institution wiH 
sometimes step out of its way to intermeddle with matters entirely 
foreign to its professed object and intention. In the year 1 807,, the 
Society for promoting Christiain Knowied^ thought it right to pub. 
lish it3 opinion upon a political questioa of great importance." Whe- 
ther the opinion which the Society advanced be correct or not, is 
nothing to the present purpose : it is sufficient that it did, as a So- 
ciety, take a public part in the politics of the day. On this subject 
I must beg leave to transcribe part of 

<' Lord Grenvilles Letter to the Secretary cfthe Society for promoting 

Christian Knowledge, 
/'Sir, ' "^dMay, 1S07. 

'' The Society for promoting Christian KBOwledge,-of which I am 
a member, has thought fit to publish, during a general election, a 
resolution declaratory of ils opinion respecting a political measure 
recently submitted to Parliament. That measure, brought forward 
by men who yield to none of their fellow -subjects in loyalty to their*^ 
Sovereign, and attachment to the civil and religious constitution of 
their country, is there sti^mgitized as hostile to the fistabjishe^ 
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page, that the members of the Mission Society oc« 
casionally quarrel Nothing more probable : mis- 
sions, and tracts, and charity schools, involve many 
subjects of altercation, and we well know that 
persons will quarrel about them: but how does this 
apply to the Bible Society ? Had your observations 
taken another direction, they might not hav6 been 
wholly without their use. 

In recommending the circulation of our Tracts 
and Bibles, as we circulate them frgm Bartlett's 
Buildings, you observe, page 150, " What God has 

Charch and Ecclesiastical Constitution of the realm, and as subver* 
me of those principles which placed bis Majesty's family on the 
British throne. It is natural for those whose characters are thus 
aspened, to inquire by what right any persons hare taken upon 
themselves, in the name of such a society, to give countenance and 
currency to an injurious and groundless calumny. The Society was 
instituted, asits annual publications declare, for the increase of the 
knowledge and practice of our holy religion, by the support of cha- 
rity-schools, and by the distribution of Bibles, Prayer-books, and 
other religious tracts. As a member of the Society, solicitous' for the 
promotion of its genuine objects, I desire to enter my dissent to a 
resolution purporting to express its unanimous opinion. I object to 
the propriety of its taking part at all in the political divisions of the 
country : I object to its labouring to extend and to prolong these 
divisions, with respect to a measure publicly withdrawn, and of 
which there is consequently no longer any question : But, most of 
all, I object to the truth, and, I may add, to the decency, of a cen. 
sure, which, if it were founded either in justice or in reason, would 
apply equally to almost every description of public men, and would 
even implicate all those authorities which are the most entitled to 
our respect and reverence. It is for the Society to consider whether 
such a conduct be consonant to the character which it befits them to 
maintain, or in any manner conducive to the objects of a charitable 
pnd religious institution,'' &c. &c. 

The constitution of the Bible Society will secure it from following 
iQcb an example. 
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joined together, let no man put asunder." Did you 
mean this observation to apply t(5 all the etrticle^ 
which stand on that Society's list? Shall it belaid 
of the Holy Scripture, and certain Tracts to which 
I have already adverted, that '* God has joined them 
together ?'* 

After several observations, upon which it is not 
necessary, I think, to ,oflFer a single remark, you 
come, in page 133, to shew the connection between 
Lord Teignmouth's friends, and a *' new Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge/' I can only stop 
to lament your defective information. This society 
belongs to the Socinians, and, so. far from being a 
friend, is in direct opposition to the Bible Society. 

Many pages are next employed upon- the Reli- 
gious Tract Society. With this institution also, I 
maintain that the Bible Society . has no connection. 
it stands upon its own ground, and that ground dis^ 
tinct from'every other. It distributes tio Tracts ; its 
laws and its practice are, to give the Bible, and no-^ 
thing but the Bible. Is not the distinction here 
contended for .as plain and intelligible, as that a 
Tract Society is not an Hospital ? 

When I first read your pamphlet^ I was inclined, 
from the; zeal and confidence which you display 
against this institution, to believe that your account 
was correct, and your censure well founded. The 
remarkable inaccuracy, which I found in other parts 
of your letter, induced me to examine, whether your 
information was in this instance more satisfactory 
than in the rest. 1 therefore procured this Society's 
last Report, together with the three volumes of tl^ir 
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Ifracte) and have run over the pages with as much 
attention as my leisure would permit. I will noW 
state the result of my inquiries* 

I. An ordinary reader of your pamphlet would 
be left with the impression, that the Tract Society 
took its constitution and " liberal basis " from the 
Bible Society. The Tract Society has existed eleven 
years : the Bible Society six. 

Q^ You perpetually insist upon the similarity of 
their constitutions. The constitution of the Tract 
S<x;iety was probably not formed after any partt^ 
cular model ; it might otherwise seem to be taken 
from that of the Naval and Military Bible Society i 
at the head of ^ which is his Grace the Archbishop of 
Canterbury** 

3* You give us one pagef to prove, that the ob^ 
ject of the Society is to disperse Tracts to persons 
of all denominations. Is there any harm in this in^ 
tention ? Are not the Scriptures also designed for 
all men, in every age, and of every classi Are not 
the great practical doctrines of Christianity of equal 
importance to all ? Are men to receive no instruc* 
tion, and to be furnished with no principles, unless 

* Plan of the Religious Tract Society, 
** Article 2. That a donation of ten guineas constitute a member 
for life. - 
\ ''3. That every annual subscriber, paying half a guinea, or mci«^ 
be considered a member. 

** 6. That a committee be annually appointed in London, to conduct 
the business of the Society, consisting of four ministers and eight 
laymen, eight of which number, who have most frequently attended, 
fhall be eligible for re-election for theensuing year." 
, Compare the constitution of the Naval and Military Bible Society, 
t See p. 134. 
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after the exact maoner which yon or I may cfao^Mf 
to prescribe? 

4. You leave it to be understood that the Tracts 
are pernicious. I acknowledge my obligation to^ 
you for having induced me to examine them : they 
are all practical, and m^ny of them are truly excellent. 
Several are written by dignitaries and clergymen of 
the Church of England : one was delivered in my 
presence before the University of Cambridge: and, 
without partictilar selection, I will observci in ge- 
neral, that no man, who has a heart to profit by 
treatises of a religious and practical tendency, can 
peruse these Tracts without edification*. My chief 
object in turning over the volumes of this Society, 
was to discover whether their .tendency was hostile 
to the Established Church. I have found nothing of 
the kind, and I am persuaded that nothing of the 
kind can be found. Had I read the names of the 
Commitee before I began the examination, it 
Would have been quite unnecessary : so long as the 
single name of my highly respected friend, the 
Rev. F. Wrangham, appears in that list, I am con- 
fident that the measures of the Society are not only 
innoxious, but excellent. I might extend the remark 
by introducing other eminent characters, who are 
also, like Mr. Wrangham, members of this Society 
and of ours in Bartlett's Buildings: but his sanction 

* Mr. Sikes, in oi»e of the dialogues^ published by t^e Society in 
Bartlett's Bi^Udings* ridicuYes the nolton of deriving edification front 
the pulpit^ and 8eei99 ia> conuder the idea as a compoiiiid of fiHy 
and enthusiasm. If you can produce any thing like this from tb« 
Yolumes of the Tract Society, you shall have my hearty consent to 
treat the institution just as you please. 
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alone wonld, with me, have been decisive that your 
hints are without foundation. 

The following remarks upon this subject have 
been furnished by a gentleman, who is, I believe, 
much better acquainted, than either you or myself, 
with the Society in question ; and I. have found no 
reason to doubt of their correctness. 

^^ Although here and there the phraseology and 
illusions imply something di the dissenting school, 
the prevalent character takes no cognisance of 
ecclesiastical distinctions, nor is there a sentence in 
Che whole mass which tends to alienate a reader 
from the Established Chnrdi, as such. While it is 
confessed^ that occasionally the reader is reminded 
of the importance attaching to an attendance 
on evangelical truth "*, which intimation naay be 
interpreted into a sectarian inuendo, by those who 
^ve resdved to prove that the whole is. a scheme 
to promote the doctrines of Calvinists and of Dis- 
senters, an ingenuous miud will not condemn a 
Tract Society in the gross: indeed. Dr. Wordsworth 
and others consider the Bartlett*s Buildings* Society 
as deserving the palm, in consequence of its uniting 
the distribution of Tracts with that of the Scriptures. 

** As for censures merited hy specific Tracts, the 
Committee would feel indebted to any person who 
should kindly, I might add nnkindly^ adduce them. 

*' I am confident, from the nature of the Tracts 
themselves, and from the innumerable testimonies 
which have been borne to their utility, that this 

* I inist that no sound chittchman will ever be asbamed of eVsoi* 
gelical truth. God forbid that a regard for it should in any case be 
considered as a proof of dissenting principles* 

2D 
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Society i^ one of peculiar excellence. And I am 
sure that it proceeds with no sinister design, nor 
can I doubt that it will improve in its progress : 
^while it must be satisfactory to observe, that the 
coalition of persons connected with different parties, 
independently of what regards moral and Ikerary 
excellence, will constitute a sound pledge^ that no- 
thing calculated to injure the Church of England^ 
or any class of Christians, will ever find admittance 
there. 

*'If so, the Society is innocent. In answer to the 
suggestion that it neutralizes things of moment, and 
suppresses things that ought to be told, it is much 
to prove the Society, as far as it does advance, in- 
offensive : the field is open, and individual Societies 
may discuss questionable topics as they please." 

5. You assert " that this Society, with a happy 
address and dexterity, as if thinking of something 
else, or lightly thinking of nothing at all, washes its 
handsy at once, of all such unimportant matters in 
religion, as the Liturgy, the Catechism, the doc- 
trine of the Sacraments, &c. &c.*'' — ^No Tracts, it 
xnust be admitted, are' issued upon these sub- 
jects by this institution. Neither are any issued by 
the Society at the bead of which is his Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury -, for it supplies none 
\vhatevei:. Does the Naval and Military Bible 
Society " wash its hands" of our Liturgy and our 
Sacraments ? 

You insinuate f, and the " Country Clergy- 
man;^" asserts, that those who procure Bibles 

* Pr. Wordsworth, p. 134. f lbi<J. pp. 1S2, IS^. 
X Country Clergyman, p. 2U 
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of the Bible Society will obtain Tracts from the 
Tract Society, and that the two institutions will 
thus in fact be converted into one *. 

I may stand excused^ I trust, for not spending 
more time over your uneasy coadjutor : on your 
hint, however, I will bestow some attention. 

The Bible Society is composed of two classes. 
Churchmen and Dissenters. Suppose then, firsts 
that air the Churchmen procure Bibles from one 
institution and Tracts from vthe other : it is fair to . 
presume that they select Tracts, against which no 
objection can be urged by its : if any Tracts do exist 
of a questionable nature, it must be admitted that 
our brethren of the Church will have no share in 
their distribution. Where then is the injury ? Next 
suppose, that all the dissenting subscribers receive 
their Bibles and Tracts from the same institutions : 
would they not have Bibles from a Society of their 
own if the present Society was destroyed ? You do 
yourself ^nOt only admit this supposition, but re- 
commend the measure. And would they not pro- 
cure Tracts from a Dissenting Tract Society ? Un- 
questionably. And if the Clergy were not associated 
with them, might they not, according to your esti- 
mate of their tempers, instead of giving Tracts of 
an excellent practical nature, disseminate others 
hostile to the Establishment ? What then becomes 
of the objection ? 

6. You endeavour to shew the union and con- 
nection between the Tract and Bible Societies, from 
the circiunstance of their having several members 
iQ common. This argument unluckily proves too 
* Dr, Wordsworth, p. us. 
2 D 2 
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much : it woald with equal propriety establish the 
intimate connection of the Tract Society and that^ 
in Bartlett's Buildings; or of the Traiet Society and 
the Naval and Military Bible Society. Lord Gwn- 
bier, Mr. A. Martin, &c. belong ta both the last: 
of these gentlemen, one is a Vice-president, and the 
other a member of the Committee, of that institu- 
tution which is patronized by « the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Look through the lists, and you will 
find that I may press the argument with as muck 
force as I please. 

After a sort of address to Lord Teignrnouth^ 
which will, I think, reflect no diiscredit upon him^ 
and after entreating his attention,, while yovt ca^ 
your eyes together over the several nijembers of the 
two institutions, you conclude the paragraph with 
this sentence : ** Could we do this thoroughly^ by 
penetrating beyond the names into alt the pro* 
ceedings of both Societies,^ and beyond these, inta 
the hearts and qftctions of many of the leading in- 
dividuals common to each of them, we should^ J 
am persuaded, discover tendencies to the most close 
co-operation and union between you */* 

It may not be improper to shew you the nature 
and value of these surmises, by a counter-address. 

I have given several quotations in this letter of m 
most remarkable tendency, on the part of certaiiL 
members of the Bartlett's Building^* Society, to Po- 
pish principles. Had it been my object to throw suspi-p 
cion upon the Society for promoting Christism Know^ 
liedge (than which nothing is fefther from my design of^ 
my wishes) I could easily have added to their numbe^^ 
♦ Dp. Wordsworth, p. is6. Sei also p. I4ft> 
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Suppose^ then, I were to insinuate, that if I could 
look into the hearts of its members, I should " dis- 
cover tendencies to the most close co-operation and* 
union*' between that society, and the successor of 
St. Peter, should I not do exactly what you have 
done here? or rather. Would not my reasons be far 
stronger? 

Several pages are next employed to prove, that 
certain officers of the Bible Society are also efficient 
memb^s of other societies. The conclusions from 
these data. are somewhat singular^ Because one of 
these is Secretary to the Sunday School Society^ you 
tell us that he *^ supplies £t powerful link of commu- 
nication, sympathy, and intercourse" — a sort of 
draw-bridge, I suppose—^' between the Bible So- 
ciety, and that very important and pernicious in- 
stitution *i" How so ? no more than if he were Se* 
cretary to your soup society, or Surgeon to your 
hospital. But the idea of connecting the Bible So- 
ciety in nature and design with all other institution* 
whifch you dislike, has seized so powerfully upon 
your imagination, that yotr totally overlook the 
grand, simple^ and decisive distinction, which sepa- 
rates it from every other, viz. That it gives away 
Bibles— ruothing but BibUs-^the authorized Bibles 
of the Church of England, without noteor^comment. 

The determination, which I mentioned some time 
ago, of leaving the warld to judge of the accuracy 
of your remaining statements by the samples al- 
ready produced, 1 am every moment tempted to 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p* 137. V That rery important andpemicjoiw 
nittitution I'* - See the obaer?atiort# lipon that Society ia \ former 
part of this letter. 
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violate. . *^ Mistakes in fact, or fallacies in rea^ 
soning'' rise upon my view almost in every page« 
,Your 140th, 141st, and 142d pages concentrate so 
many articles of this description, that I must pause 
for one moment to introduce a specimen. 

1. " There is a portion of the month of May, 
which, by those who call themselves * the religious . 
public,' is peculiarly styled the Missionary Week. 
At this period, all th( parts of this great system are 
annually in their full play, action^ and energy. It 
is well contrived, that the yearly meetings of a 
great part of the assemblage of associations, har-* 
moniously united by the common discriminating 
principle of their * liberal basis' and by their lead- 
ing partisans, should fiaill, as nearly as may be, 
within this interval. The friends of the Missionary . 
Society, the Bible Society , the Religious TractSociety, 
the Sunday School Society, the Hibernian Society, 
and some others, day after day, hold successively 
their vast convocations in the Great Rooms of the 
Old and New London Tavern. It would be a vain 
task for me to pretend to describe all that then and 
there takes place, and all that is effected for the ad- 
vancement of the common cause ^ by these opportu- 
nities of interview and communic^ion together^ 
What havock, do tiotyou think, is then made upon the 
exclusive principles and ascendancy of the Church 
of England, and what further triumphs are not 
devised and promised over them * !" 

Now, does the ai^nual Meeting of the Bible So- 
ciety take place in that portion of the month, called 
hy "the religious public, the Missimiary Week?'^ 
* Dr. Wofdswortb, p. 14a 
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No. — Is it harmoniously united with the others by 
the principle of the liberal basis? No : no more than 
%vith the Naval and Military Bible Society, or the 
X^ncastrian Schools established by the members of 
the University of Cambridge. — -Are the several So- 
cieties, which you here enumerate, collected for 
the purpose of making bavock of the Church of Eng- 
land ? What proof is thereof it? Do they, in their 
annual meeting, devise and promise further tri- 
umphs over its principles and ascendancy ? Let us 
have the proof. But suppose we admit the fact to 
as large an extent as you please to assert it : suppose 
we allow that many learned and highly respectable 
Clergymen of the Church co-operate with these 
Societies for the express purpose of ruining them- 
,■ selves and their cause, by devising triumphs over 
the Establishment to which they belong, what do 
you prove by it? Does the Bible Society make 
*^ common cause'' with the patrons of such a plot ? 
Do our Bishops and our Dignitaries encourage 
" opportunities of interview and communication^' 
with every thing that is base and hostile and ma- 
lignant, in order to "devise" and to " promise tri- 
umphs'' over that Church, of which, by the pro- 
vidence of God and the ordinances of their country, 
they are appointed the guardians and protectors ? 
So long as there remains a single Bishop among the 
Vice-presidents, or a single respectable clergyman 
in the Society, the insinuations to which I have just 
adverted, must be utterly without foundation. 

2. You intimate* that the Bible and the Reli- 
gious Tract Societies are " mutually assisting and 
* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 141. 
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helpful to one another," The same is true of tfee 
Bartlett's Buildings* and the Tract Society : and 
what d o you prove by it ? 

3. You insinuate * that ^ the countenance, favour. 
Co-operation, and patronage" of the Bible Society, 
is directed against the Church of England and the 
Society in Bartlett's Buildings; since sever^ mem* 
bers of the Bible Society belong to the Tract Society. 
A$ well might you contend, that the Society for pror 
moting Christian Knowledge is hostile to the Church 
of England, and for exactly the same reason: many 
of its members belong also to the Tract Society. 

4. You catechize Lord Teignmonth and Mr« 
Owen, because they are not to be fpund in our listf 
at Bartlett's Buildings. By what right, or by what 
authority, do you venture to do this? How hap- 
pens it, that you do not join your brethren and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury at the Naval and Military 
Bible Society ? How is it that your name is not to 
be found in the list of your brethren who form the 
Society for Missions to Africa and the East? Yon 
are even struck with the singularity of your own 
catechism, and tell us, in so many words, that Lord 
Teignmouth and Mr. Owen " may li^ve the best rea- 
sons in the world for not subscribing to the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge; and I readily 
own it is no business of mine to inquire into them f.** 
But why then do you introduce this catechism at 
all ? Because, as you assure us, ^Mt is plain that the 
argument respecting the relations and tendencies of" 
Lord Teignmouth's " institution cannot adequately 

* Dr. Wor(}»worth, p. 141. f IWd, p. 142. 
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he ill U3trat€!(l^ unless by some pbrtioti of this mmute^ 
uess of detail ^/' Iq yaur sense df this p^ssage^ it 
is incorrect: for the same mode of illustratioil will 
prove the Naval and Military Bible Society, and 
the Society inBartlett'sBuildings, to be of *^ baneful 
operation/' In my construction of the sentence, it 
is, in a certain degree, just: for unless the reader 
tan be drawn from the main and only question, vix. 
the Bible Society, to bewilder himself in matters 
which are utterly irrelevant, there is great danger 
that he shotild hold opinions exacjtiy the reverse of 
those which you would inculcate. 

5. You proceed in these terms. " What I want 
to shew is, that, taking more than ample care of 
your common principle and cause, we are left to do 
what we can for ourselves f." Who leave us to do 
• this ? The Dissenters ? We ^ill not have them. 
The Churchmen ? Many of them belong to us, 
and have been active in our behalf. Many others 
would have belonged to us, and many would have 
been more active, if we had not rejected their en-» 
treaties, and driven them from our walls. 

But let us proceed. In page 143, Lord Teign^* 
mouth is greeted with the following charge. 

" Your new sect'* (Lord Tergnmouth's new sect!) 
^' made up of all detaominations, it itplairiy when 1^ to 
its free course, cannot tolerate but must seek to proscribe 
and exterminate tiie Church of England V* That is, 
in plain terms, if you mean the Bible Society, the 
general dissemination of the Scriptures by this ini 
stitution will exterminate the Church of England ! 
If you mean the other societies, it has nothing 
♦ Dr. Wordsworth, p. 142. f Ibid. 
2 E 
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to do with them. It disperses the Scriptures^ and 
the Scriptures alone; and has no concern what- 
ever tn either the guilt or the merit of any other 
measures. 

The conclusions which are presented to us m 
page 143, are by this time pretty well disposed of. 
They depend upon reasoning (shall I t^all it» or as- 
sumptions ?) which is defective in every part. The 
charge, that the Bible Society promotes " division^ 
debate, disunion, and alienation of affections*,'' 
might be urged against the Gospel ; might be ad- 
vanced against every project of charity which does 
not fall in with every passion of every mam.; and it 
is then only to be regarded, when the object of ac- 
cusation is proved to be pernicious. This has not 
been proved, unless assumptions and conjectures be 
admitted for proof; and I verily believe, that it can- > 
not be proved. 

Prognostications of this sort were made four or 
five years ago by ** a Country Clergyman ;*' and 
they are not one atom more probable now than they 
were at that time. Great and glorious bei^fits have 
accrued from the Bible Society, and the blessings of 
its establishment are eictending to the ends of the 
world ; whilst not a single fact haa been substan- 
tiated against it ; — no, not one : to this hour it is 
harmless and blameless^ the good which has resulted 
from its "devouring claims" is present, positive, 
and abundant; the evil is in conjecture; it b hid in 
the mists of futurity, and none but some Seer of the 
North, . 

♦Dr. Wordsworth, p. 14S. 
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^ Some grey-haired sire^ whose eye intent 
" Is on the vlsion'd fiitare hent*/' 

can discover the slightest traces of its existence. 

It is amusing to observe, how differently the same 
feet may be represented by different persons, who 
are perhaps equally desirous to give a just repre- 
sentation. Johnson furnishes a striking instance in 
his Life of Cowley; to this instance I must beg to 
add another. '* The boasted constitution of yow 
Committee, appointing an equal number- of names 
to be taken from the Church and from Dissenters, 
does of itself betray your isuspicion, distrust, and 
jealousy one of another. Even when outwardly 
you were professing the contrary, you could not 
divest yourselves (I do not blame you on this ac- 
count, but on that) you could not divest yourselves 
of that which was lurking and at work below f." — , 
I should write thus: *^ The harmony whidi existed 
among the founders of the Bible Society, was re- 
markably evinced in the constitution of the Com- 
mittee. Differing as the parties did on several to- 
pics of importance, they determined to leave jea- 
lousy behind them, to give up all contention for au- 
thority and pre-eminence, and to prove the sincerity 
of their liberal professsons by liberal conduct. It 
was therefore readily determined, that the standing 
Committee should be composed, in equal nujnbers, 
of Churchman and Dissenters.'* 

But I must request you to . accompany me a little 
further : you have omitted a part of the constitu- 
tion, .which is very material, and which, in a ques* 

* Lady of the Lake. t Dr. Wordsworth, p. 147. 
2e2> 
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tion of this kind» ought, at any rate, to have been 
produced. 

I have therefore to state, that the President, Vice* 
presidents, and Treasurer, are members of the Com-* 
mittee by virtue of their situations. The constitu-» 
tion also admits every Clergyman and Dissenting 
Minister subscribing a guinea a year ; every annual 
subscriber of five guineas ; every subscriber of fifty 
pounds, at one time; and every executor, paying 
a bequest of 100/. to be a member of the Coot- 
tnittee* 

If then the ^^ liberal basis" involved the considera- 
tion of separate interests, H is evident that the stand- 
ing Committee ijs decisively in favour of the Church ( 
and Airth^r, from a comparison of the number of the 
Clergy with that of Dissenting Ministers, it is evi-» 
dent that, if the Clergy will subscribe and attend^ 
they convert its government into a church govern- 
ment; and we have, in fact, two societies under 
our direction in place of one *. I believe that every 
concern is just as well managed at present. The 
Dissenters can do . no hurt to us now, even if they 
wish it : and they have a powerful reason, besides 
their better feelings, for not wishing to injure us, 
in the conviction which many of them have ex* 
pressed, that abundant good is derived f|*om the co- 
operation of Churchmen. If these should withdraw, 
the secession would at once be *^ fatal to that ca^ 
tholic spirit of Christian ^eal and Christian charity, 

* The iosinttatioDs on this subject contatined in p. 16, «f <' Aq 
]Pnquiry, &c.^ are absolately withoat foundation ; and the publip 
sl^pu^ \ifi sipprized whfat confidempe ii to be repiDsed ja.ttiem. 
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which forms the basis and the bulwark of the pre- 
. sent Society/' On this subject I perfectly agree 
with the pious and eloquent writer of the Letter to 
Dr, Gaskin ; and I think lie supplies me with a pow 
erful argumentum ad hominem. You say that the 
Dissenters are formidable, and that their efforts are 
to be defeated, neutralized, or softened, lest they 
overturn the Establishment. I will, for the sake of 
argument, admit the position : and then, whether the 
danger,be great or small, I ask, will it not be lessened* 
by the interference of sound and active Churchmen 
in the enemies' camp ? I would further observe, and 
I have a right to observe, that your old system of 
standing aloof, and remaining *^ at a safe distance *,'• 
and retiring to the " keep and strong hold f" of 
your own castle, has aggravated the evil which it 
was intended to remove* The old method has con- 
fessedly gained none. Its language indeed is, " stand 
apart" — " keep^at a safe distance"—*^ we are over- 
flowing with Christian charity, but we will have no- 
thing to do with you ; we will take care that none 
of our flock shall stray — take you care of yours," 
A stronger reason can hardly be advanced for the 
adoption of a different system. If their increase 
renders them formidable, is it wise to cherish a spi-r 
rit of hostility, and to reject those measures which 
lead to conciliation without compromising princi-^ 
pies ? Granting that many of them are not con-, 
ciliated by our Christian conduct, still a great part 
of them cannot avoid it. The Bible Society, I afiirm». 
will have this effect ; and I am not afraid to tell this 

- « ©r. Wordswonb. t IbW- 
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to the Dissenters. Conciliation will be improved hy 
anearer survey, and by a union on practicable 
grounds for an important end. If we follow your 
advice^ we give to them alone, both at home and 
abroad, the entire influence and the credit of the So- 
ciety. The principle upon which it is founded car* 
ries such an appeal to every man's breast *, that it 
cannot fail to obtain popularity, and to become a 
roost powerful engine: of good, if we continue 
among its directors; of evil possibly to us, if we 
abandon it. 

* I quote upon this sabjeet^ with great pleasure^ the sentiments of 
Dr. Buchanan : " It has been objected to. that grand institution to 
iKrhich we have alladed, the Britisband Foreign Bible Society, that 
it IS in its character universal; that it embraces all, and acknow- 
ledges no cast in the Christian religion : and it has been insinuated 
that we ought not to be zealous^ even for the extension of Christ's 
^ingdom^ if we must associate, in any degree, with men of all deno- 
minations. But, surely, there is an error .in this judgment. W.e 
seek the aid of all descriptions of men in defmding our. country 
against the enemy. W« love to see men of all descriptions shewing 
their allegiance to the kmg. Was it ever said to a poor man, * Yoa 
are not qualified to shew your allegiance to the king ; you must 
not cast your mite into the treasury of your king ?' My brethren, 
let every man, who opposes these institutions, examine his own heart, 
whether he be tfue in his allegiance to the King of kings ? 

"For myself, I hail the present unanimity of hitherto discordant 
bands, ag a great event in the Church ; and as marking a grand cha- 
racter of Christ's promised kingdom ; when ' the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid : and the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them.' I consider the exten- 
sion and unity of that Society as the best pledge of the continuance 
of the Divine mercy to this land: and I doubt not, the time will 
come, when the nation will reckon the Bible Society a greater bo- 
nour to her, as a Christian people, than any other institution of 
which she can boast." — Dr. Buchanan's Sermon before the Society for 
Missions to 4fi'ica^and the East, delivered Jvnc 12jr 1810, p. 48. 
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** What ! you have charged a most formidable ma- 
chine, and you are afraid, unless you can keep at 
the right end of it, that it will blow, not only your- 
selves, but us also into atoms:- apd we are on that 
very plea to come in to help you to controul and 
manage your own work *." 

Let us analyse this paragraph. 

1." You are afraid," Who? The clerical sub- 
scribers? Not at all : they are verily persuaded that 
,the machine is a good machine, and have not the 
slightest fear upon the subject. — 2. " You have 
charged." Who? This must mean both Churchmen 
and 'Dissenters, unless you wish to say that the Dis- 
senters made the machine f , and that the Church- 
men charged it. Well : it is a good machine, . and 
well charged ; the clergy are at the right end of it, 
and intend to remain there, and to direct it against 
infidelity and irreligion, wherever they appear. — 
3. " And on that very plea we are to come in." 
Who ? the members of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge ? Self-invited, or enticed by 
whom ? I never heard of any, request of the sort. 
• The observations which you make in these pages 
about the Eclectic Review, may, for aught I know, 
be perfectly iust. But, my good friend, what argu- 
ment is it against the Bible Society that the Eclec- 
tic Review has violated its professions ? A Review 
is a literary performance, and is calculated in a par-- 
ticular manner to call forth the private sentiments 
and prejudices of its compilers: they engage to give 
their judgment ; and however on some points they 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 154. f Ibid, p, 52. 
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may wish to conceal it, their real opinion will cer« 
tainly escape. But the Bible Society give Bibles, an 
article specifically defined and agreed upon before* 
hand : this is quite another affair : it calls for no opi- 
nion, it elicits no lurking principle, and has nothing 
in common with any other association*. 

That some dissenting subscribers to the Bible So- 
ciety still retain a spirit of hostility to the Church 
can excite no surprise : it would be a miracle in- 
deed if all were changed. But it is &n undeniable 
fact, that much has already been done in the way of 
conciliation; that kind feelings have succeeded to 
feelings of dislike ; that animosities hare subsided, 
and that a better spirit is rapidly extending its 
influence.. 

Not all the conjectures and hypotheses, which 
you, have so profusely lavished ofi this head, can 
possibly do away this indisputable truth* 

* Id a Note you tell us^ *' If I am rightly tDformed^ the- secr^ 
history of this literary journal^ in its rise, progress, effiscts, and issoe;, 
would supply us with a Commentary very closely illustratire of the 
Tiews and apprehensions which I entertain in regard to the British 
and Foreign Bihle Society, slnd an apt specimen of what we may io. 
variably look for from such combinations.'^ Your confidence has been 
so much abused with respect to iitformatim upon other subjects, tb^ 
I verily believe you are not rightfy informed upon this point — Do 
you, by the expression *' such combinations,'' mean/' similar com- 
binations V Can two things be more unlike, than the simple act of 
giving a Bible, and the employment of writing a Review ? For m 
discussion upon the word "iuch/'l l|egto refer ypn to tl^.UOth and 
117th pages of your Letter to Lord Teignmouth. 
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SECTION VL 

t^I. I come next to the remedies which you sug'^ 
gest, as calculated to put an end' to these " baneful 
operations.*^ 

I. If» in the progress of this controversy, I have 
been occasionally surprised at the arguments ad* 
duced to prove that the Bible Society is a most per- 
nicious institution, I have not been less snrprised 
at the remedy which it is the great object of your 
letter to recommend, viz. that the Church-qf-Eng- 
land subscribers should 7iow secede, and leave the Dis^ 
se^nters' to themselves. Of three remedies proposed, 
this is the chief. 

What are the* grounds of this recommendation ? . 
If it be true that Bibles given by Dissenters afford 
such encouragement to the dissenting interest as to 
endanger the Establislwnent: if a Dissenter never 
gives a Bible without explaining it, and thertfore 
perverting its meaning*: if the Scriptures thus dis- 
tributed speak any and every sort of doctrine, ac- 
cording to the prejudices of those who read them : 
if they do directly, and of necessity, spread heresy 
and schism, and provoke hostility to the truth : if 
the circulation of Bibles among Dissenters is in fact 
the distribution of arms f to avowed and inveterate ^ 

^ Sec Mr. Daubeny*s Charge of 1810, p. 15, l1, &c.; the "Coun- 
try Clergyman ;" •* An Enquiry/' &c. &c. 

f " Supply these men with Bibles (I speak as a true churchman), 
and you supply them with arms against yourself.^'— Coi/n/ry Clergy^ 
mm* s first Letter to Lord Teignmouth, pp. 12, 13. 
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enemies, who will hereafter wield them agam«t ns 
jind our Efitablishment, and the whote church^^ 
God : if the Bible Society itself is in such degree 
contaminated by their presence as to become ^ pei*- 
nrcious/unconstitutionaU anarchical, and calculated 
not for the edification but the destruction of the 
body of Christ*:" then> I contend, we ought, at dt 
hazards, and at any rate, to* prevent this diffusion 
of the Scriptures by means of Dissenters. It is our 
boundeh duty'to tie up their hands, and ta forbid^ 
under the seyerest penalties, without hope of miti* 
gation oi^ possibility of pardofi, the crime of giving 
Bfbles^ especiaHy ta the lower orders of society. 
This is a legitimate conclusion; and I do not per- 
ceive how those who allow the premises can refuse 
it their sanction f. 

Your plan^ however, reqpiires notfiing^ of the sort. 
It not only admits a Dissenting Bible Society, but, 
in glowing language, displays the many advantages 
whiph you think would arise from it, J. No rmn 
who should read your 53d and 54th pages, ought 
to doubt of your anxiety for the widest dsssemina- 
tion of the WOCipl of God. It m^iist also be obvious> ' 
that you see no evif Kkely to result from thib "nox- ' 
ious channels,** which so much disturb the repose 
of persons of inferior understandiiig anfd of evanes- 
ceijt charity. 

* Dr. Wordswortb, p. 3^. Sfee this and other topics of^ objection 
pleasantly and cojdclLusiTely rallied in *' a Letter to, a Coontry Cler« 
gyman, by a Suburban Clergyman/' published by Hatchard. 
• t Unless I deceive rayselP, Mr. I^ubeny, " a Country Clergy* 
man/* and the author of " an Enquiry, &c.'* will see nothing re* 
T6ltrng to their feelings and system in the conclusion I have drav^Fn^ 

^X Dp, WordsworthV pp. 53, 54. 
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In truth, I cannot compr'ehjend jour reasoning. 
In noany parts of your pajsiphlet^ you express a fev 
tliat the Dissenters will gain influence by di3tri- 
buting Bibles, «vea in connection with us; an4 thsM^ 
thejr influence will ere long raise up a powerful 
force against the Established Church. You affirm, 
thdt if the Scriptures pass through their hand^, they 
pass through ^Vno^'oiis channels;" and that a cour 
spiracy o£ many societies is «ow forming, which is 
of a :most formidablt^ and devouring asp^<^. . Yet 
you say, that jf the Bible Society had been l^t with 
them^ you would »ever have questioned ." the rigbl> 
the necessity, the expediency, the wisdom, and praisQ, 
;^id salutary fruits of such a Society. The Bible, 
4lu]s dispersed, whether at home or abroad, would 
imve coti^, at kast as far as we of the Church of 
England are concerned, an unmixed offering of 
^o4 into the <x>mmon stock and treasure-bouse for 
the relief and refreshment of lafflicted humani;ty *." 
This, I confess, is, in my comprehension, utterly in^ 
•explicable^ ^ , 

But to proceed:: what. good would you secure 
by the change proposed? Would you increase the 
circulation of the Scriptures? Certainly not. If it 
were merely a transfer of the Churchmen to the 
Society in BarUett's Buildings, the other remaining 
the same, la its nature, and numbers, and conneo^ 
iions, the funds employed would not be increased: 
^nd I see no reason to believe timt there. would be 
any augmentation of influence and zeal. One most 
|>owerful appeal to the religious, both j^f this and<^ 

« Dr. Wordtworth, p.$3i 
2F2 
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other cotiDtries^ is the " literal plan/* that spirit of 
Christian charity, •' which forms the basis aod buU 
wark" of the Bible Society. The energy which this 
constitution has given to the proceedings, and the 
lustre which it has thrown about the character^ of 
the institution, have invited the co-operation, not 
^ merely of all classes of the community at home, but 
of all that love the Gospel abroad. . It cannot be 
denied, that the name and influence of the Clergy 
offer a strong recommendation in its behalf, and 
render, independently of their subscriptions, essen- 
tial service. This is admitted on all hands. ^* But 
could they not render the same, service by recom- 
mending the Society in Bartlett's Buildings?'' I ask, 
tvould they be admitted ? Would their advice be re- 
garded ? Take the most favourable supposition you 
please, I am convinced that their services could not 
be sm effectual : No, there wants the powerful appeal, 
the " liberal basis.'* I do not mean to object to the 
constitution of the Society in Bartlett's Buildings; it 
may be adapted to the particulat end which that 
Society is designed to promote : but it is undeniable, 
that the ordeal of admission is with many a strong 
objection; and that an institution like the Bible So- 
ciety t does, and must, meet wit4i nu>re general ap- 
probation than an exclusive system, however pure, 
and however excellent. But some person, it ^eems^ 
in an address to the Scotch Methodists, has been 
alarmed at this union f; and hence you infer^ that 

- ♦ -Sec I/)rd Teignmouth'a Letter to Dr. Wordswortb, pp. 17, 18 1 
gnd the Letter to Dr. Gaskip, p. 3. 
t Dr. Wordsworth, p, J7. 
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the Dissenters^. &c. are alarmed^ or likely to be 
alaraied ; aiid hence again, that a Dissenting So* 
' ciety would have greater means of utility. 

Now where is the proof of all this alarm ? Am I 
to look for it among the Methodists/ where alarm 
was first recommended ? They have poured in col- 
lections from every quarter^ and chiefly on account 
of the " liberal basis." Am' I to look for it among 
the Dissenters ? It is well known that much of the 
misrepresentation and calumny to whicTi the Society 
has been exposed, arises from the circumstance of their 
:zeal in its behalf. Am I to look for it in Scotland ? 
Both the Establishment and the Dissenters of that 
country have cordially co-operated in supporting it. 

Lord Teighmouth has told you already, that the 
Edinburgh Society for propagating Christian Know- 
ledge considered this institution as proposing ** pne 
of the best conceivable methods for the speedy jmd 
universal diffusion of the Gospel, and resolved most 
cordially to unite their efforts*' with those of the So- 
ciety in London. I may also refer you to the esta- 
blishment of an Edinburgh Bible Society, with the 
same objects, and for the same purpose, with the Bri- 
tish ^ : and can it, after all this, be questioned whe- 
ther the constitution of the Society be any recom- 
mendatiqu ? The last fifty pages of your own letter 
are, upon this point, decisive : whatever be the cha- 
racter of the societies which you there introduce, 
they prove indisputably that the principle is in- 
viting and popular! Indeed, after what we see, and 
b€arj and read, every day, I ^m perfectly astonished 

* See also p. 61, and Appendix 6. 
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ho^ any maa can have a doubt upon the 8ii\(je^t. 
The probability has grown into absolute certainty^ 
Suppose, however, that your plan were adopted;- 
What would be the result? We should have a Dis- 
senting Societyy deprived, as I have said more thafi 
Qnce» 0f a great portion of its means, but still io^ 
posing and powerful. Now, I should be glad to 
learn, what '* esteem, encouragement, co*operatioa» 
and unity *," the Society for prompting Christian 
Knowledge lyould catch from a Dissenting Bible So<- 
ciety ? But observe that this^our concession nar- 
•rpws yo^r ground exceedingly. You object disr 
tinctly and expressly f to the circulation of ti^ 
Scriptures by the Bible Society at hpme. This i^ 
one of ypur grand objections : yet you even recom- 
mend it to the Dissenters to have an institution pre- 
cisely for that purpose : and yoii would leave the 
exclusive management of it to them, at h(»ne and 
abroad. This^ therefore, would be the specific for 
curing the other objections to it, as it now stands^ 
y\z. that it depraves the text and converte it to disr 
sent^ng purposes ! Is it not obvioDs, that they might 
4hen employ their influence agaiost us in any way 
they pleased? We should have no contrQul gver 
their motions;, no claim upon Uieir fprbeaxaq^e, no 
bond from. them, as now, for confit)ing; themselves 
to tbe pure text of Scripture; unaccompanied with 
note, and unassociatedtWith tract or extraneous mat- 
ter. : A^d how would the tale operate abroad, an^ong 
thos.e w^ho.feel little interest in our divisioq^. and, in 
general, understand nothing qf the groundj^ on 

* Dr. Wordwwtb, p. 5^. ' f fl^i* p. 2lw 
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wj^ich we divide? At present we liave opened a 
commanication with matiy churches; they know 
that the Church of England patronizes the diffusion' 
of the Scriptures; and, if we may believe their own 
declarations^ no prayers are more ardent than those 
which are breathed for ha- welfare. But if the 
Clergy secede, what will they infer? That the Dis- 
senters a}one possess the zeal and liberality of re- 
formers : that the Church of England considers the 
'Establishment of her own discipline and pre^emi- 
Aence as the first of her objects, and the propagation 
of the Gospel as a matter of inferior moment : that 
her views are secular, arid tliat the blood of her 
martyrs has flowed in vain \ 

2. Again, you say that your objections would be 
materially diminished, if tlhs Society; even according 
to its present constitution^ should embrace obfeets 
niereh/ foreign* . 

I should be most happy to meet you on these 
terms if the wants at borne cduld be otherwise sup- 
plied. But of this I see little prospect, notwith- 
standing the present exertions of the old Society. 
' 3. You recommend your la^ remedy in the fol- 
lowing words; " Can you decline to teceive upon your 
list of annual Subscribers the names of such members 
of the Chttrch of England as do not already belong ta 
the Satiety for pronioting Christian Knowledge f Or, 
at l^ast, can you prevail upan yourselves to point out ta 
cundiddtes of that description ivhitherthey ought to 

go, and where the first tribute of their zeal and co-ope-- 

^- * • . . 

♦ Sec particularly " Reasons for dedioing to become a Sub» 
sciriber to the British and Foreign Bibk Society/' p. 7. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2«4 Vindication of the Bible Society. 

ration is due * /*' Novr,it is evident at first sight that 
your project can never be adopted. For howshould 
any Society, established for a specific purpose, ad- 
vise its friends to support another in preference ; and 
especially those friends to whose countenance it at* 
taches particular value? What would become of 
its professed neutrality with regard to* distinct 
churches and classes ? This would be an act dif- 
ferent from that of giving Bibles, and subversive of 
its first principles; and if such a resolution could be 
supposed to pass in reference to the Establishment, 
would not the Dissenters claim that their members 
should first join their Tract Society? Depend upon 
it, therefore, that no such proposial can be admitted : 
yet I feel pleased with the hint, and especially as it 
affords me an opportunity of closing this long dis- 
cussion with a nearer approximation to your senti* 
ments than I have on some occasions been able to 
maintain. , 

In my former Letter, I delivered a general opi- 
nion in favour of the Society for promoting Christian, 
Knowledge, as strong as my language could sup-* 
ply: that I did not apprdve of all their proceedings 
was, from other parts of the pamphlet, sufficiently 
plain. It is matter of deep regret to me that I 
have been compelled to speak in terms still more 
decisive of certain parts of the system : but I 
^nrst not, through false delicacy,' sacrifice this 
most important cause, or affect to flatter and . to 
praii&e, where in my conscience I could not com- 
mend. My observations of this nature have been 

* Dr. Wordsworth, p. 78. 
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extorted by necessity. Your Letter to Lord Teigo* 
mouth *'^ did absolutely force a oomparison^ and 
compel me to speak: but I have uot advanced one 
step beyond the line where your arguments woi|ld 
allow me to ^top, 

I say then, that I am fuljy sensible of the bless- 
ings which hft?e been conferred upon the world by 
the Society for promoting ^Christian Knowledge^ If 
it will deserve the first place, I could wish it to obr 
tain the first; and if my recommendation could bf 
bQard^l would advise every sincere member pf.thf 
Cborch of England, who is likely to gain admission 
among its members^ to lend it his countenance iimd 
support; and I think I know enough of both Lord^ 
Teignmoutii and Mr, Owen t> ^o say, th^t in these 
sentiments they nnost heartily concur. ? ^ 

But I must fUvfth^r observe, that I Cannot advi^f 
^ny man to withdraw his assistance frptn the Biblf 
Society in order to bestow his benevolence upoa 
another. The value of this institution Is beyond 
calculation, both to us and to the world at larg^ 
In th0 short space of six years it has extended its 
influence to the remotest corners of the. globe. 
Thousands have already passed into eternity, who 

* See pp. 33, 34, 79, &c. &c. 
t It li wortby of remark, that though Lord Teignmouth and Mr. 
Owen have been dragged mto notice, with an insinuation as though 
they are unfriendly to the Society for proodotiiig Gku'istian Knowv 
ledge^ yet both these parties have put their respect for that very So- 
ciety upon pul^lic record; Lord Teignmouth» in hts official Letter 
su President; and Mr. Owen, in his <' Address to the Chairman of 
the East India Company '^ (printed in 1807), wherein he calls the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, ** a most venerable and 
useful Society.*' 
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have been indebted to its labours, under the divide 
blessing) for that which is better than life ; and the 
light of the Gospel is now dawning upon millions 
and tens of millions, who would otherwise have been 
immersed in hopeless and impenetrable gloom. If 
He, who alone can controul the unruly passions 
of sinful men, be pleased to direct and give success 
to its efforts, the lapse of ten years more will have 
a greater effect in spreading the knowledge of his 
ftame and the blessings of his religion, than the last 
two centuries have been able to accomplish. To 
this subject I may confidently accommodate the Ian- 
l^age, which was applied by an eloquent and dis- 
tinguished member of both Societies to another 
most important and most interesting question. 
^ How gratifying is the consideration, that, in 
the present instance, not only is the ultimate point 
the seat of security and happiness, but the way by 
which we travel to it is a way of pleasantness and 
peace. Its effects cannot be produced at once: 
but we are all the while tending to their complete 
enjoyment with an uniform and uninterrupted 
course. The whole will be like the progress ofve- 
getatiop : the effects are not at first perceptible, but 
the great principle, operating in tep thqasand in- 
stances, yf\\\ gradually change the whole face of 
things^ ^nd substitute fertility and beauty in the 
place of barrenness i^nd desolation *." 

* Letter on the Abolition of 4ie Slave Trade, by W. Wilber- 
ll^rcey Esq. 
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SECTION Vlli 

And here I cdnclude what may ht considered 
te tiie leading points in the question between us*. 
My object has beeti to embrace every topic, deserv* 
iag of aUentibti, to which yourself and your coad-^ 
jtttors have adverted. Some remarks 1 could have 
wished to add on matters of inferior moment: but 
I did not think it expedient to interrupt my plan» 
and I therefore insert them here* 

I shall begin with a few general observations* 

1. The maimer in which you have come forward 
to address Lord Teignmouth^ is with me matter of 
sincere regret An enemy to you would not fail to 
represent it as abqunding in scoffs and unjust insi'- 
0uations ; and an impartial spectator would proba* 
bly consider it as exactly the reverse of that which 
it ought to have been. The name and character of 
Lord Teignmouth can suffer little, I am persuaded^ 
from such a warfare. It would be difficult to point 
out any nobleman, in modern times^ more respected 
than Lord Teignmouth^ by all who are truly re^^ 
spectable, and who have enjoyed an opportunity of 
knowing his character : and still more so to name an 
individual of his rank who has done more to pro- 
mote the best interes|s of mankind. Do not ima-* 
gine that his Lordship " buckled on his armour/' 
imd left his " throne of state*/' because of the ar- 

♦ Dr. Wordmonh^ p, 5» 
SG2 
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3. The reflections which you cast upon the utfder ^ 
standing of Lord Teignmouth, because he believed 
the reasons which you gave of your dislike to the* 
Bible Society lo be the true reasons, and left your 
dark a^nd mysterious hints to be explained hereafter 
by their author, must be recorded as among the 
most singular occurrences to which this or any 
other discussion ha& given birth. The ease is thi& 
A man writes a book, the Letter of " a Clergyman 
to a CIerg3rman," which his friends collider as. 
rather wide of his purpose ♦ ; which he does himself 
admit to be nearly Unintelligible f, except by the 
adepts; and of which I, who am a clergymap, could^ 
understand no more than it was pleased to tell me: 
and then he points with the finger of scorn at one 
of the most respectable characters in this country, 
because he could not discover what the writer him^. 
self had so adroitly concealed I 

4* Much of the reasoning of your pamphlet pro-^ 
ceeds upon three general suppositions^ of whjk^h, 
only one is correct. 

The first supposition is, that the Church of Eng- 
land affords the best possible training and instruction 
to her members I • In this I heartily concur with you^ 
but it has no concern with the question between us. 

Your second' supposition is, that all her clergy; 
are faithful to their solemn charge, and conscien-*^ 
tiously perform every duty which the Church re- 
quires. Your brethren* in warfare, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Daubeny, lay great stress upon this ser 
cond hypothesis; and scarcely seem to consider, a^ 

* See Antijiacobin Review. f See Dr. Wbrdsworth, p. 7.. 
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man in a salvable state, Who doubts at all of the 
excellence ^ of his priest, and the purity of his 
doctrine, ex officio. Mr. Daubeny is of a different 
mind; and, by the fashionably method of hypothesis, 
charges many of the clergy with neglect and inat-^ 
tention; with what justice, it is not for me to de- 
cide. But I must beg leave to say, that, whilst hu*» 
man nature remains' unchanged, your large suppa* 
sition can never be admitted by those who prefer 
experience to theory. Of one thing I am perfectly 
assured, that if the clergy throughout the kingdom 
would discharge the duties of their station faiths 
fully, assiduously, conscientiously, dissent would 
rapidly decrease. But this change is to be effected 
by other doctrines than those of ** a Country Clergy^ 
man/* and by the display of a very different spirit. 
A man who places his religion chiefly in forms, and 
esteems the doctrines of Ctiristianity as of subordi- 
nate importance : who supposes the mouth of the 
priest to be every thing, and the word of God 
comparatively nothing; is not calculated to make 
converts : No : the poor in spirit need other instruc- 
tion than this, and those whd seek for' salvation must 
inquire elsewhere. 

The third hypothesis, which is interwoven with 
the whole of your Letter, is this ; that the Society in 
Bartlett's Buildings was, in respect to management 
as well as to principle, perfectly blameless. This 
proposition will probably not be repeated:' but is 
it not extraordinary that it should ever have been 
made, by any person who possessed the Tracts 
and the Reports of the l^ciety, and had access to 
(he parties by whom its affairs are conducted ? I can 
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only account for this oversight by imputing it to your 
eagerness for accomplisbing a favourite object. 

5. I observe next, that, in consequence of your 
manner of statement, your readers are not unfre- 
quentiy, by some accident, left with an impressioa 
of facts and arguments very incorrect. 

Let me present you with one or two examples, 
" If it were possible for me to follow your Lordship, 
through this argument of amthority, and in the un- 
becoming introduction of personalities" (which, by 
the bye. Lord Teignmouth has not introdiiced)^ 
^* i^iight I not ask, have you forgotten the names of 
Douglas, and Hurd, and Horsley ? Does your Lord- 
ship know nothing of very eminent- and excellent 
men, who, being once its members, have designedly, 
withdrawn from your Society ? Or of others who 
have refused its proffered honours*?"— Now, what 
has been inferred from this statement? Why, truly, 
that Douglas, and Hurd, and Horsley, eitherhadbeen 
members, and withdrew, or had been invited^ and 
refused to join the Society. I have made diligent 
inquiry, and am assured, by those who are most 
likely to know, that neither of these condusipns is 
•Qorreqt, Those prelates never u^ere members, and 
it is believed were never invited. 

Other instances have already been adduced. I will 
therefore bring fdrward only one additional example. 

In page 134 of your Letter to Lord Teignmouth» 

I find the following sentence marked with javerted 

commas. ^* As for the Established Qhurcb, and its 

profession of religion, we have nothing to do with 

* Dr, Wordiwonh, P- *CU 
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them, except to get rid of their dominion as soon as 
possible. We have fonnd out a new system/foundeid 
on a principle so simple, so intelligible, and so 
unexceptionable, that persons of every description 
may cordially and oonscientionsly unite in it, and, 
in the spirit of true Christian charity, harmoniously 
bl^id their common endeavours * "— Now, accord* 
ing to the rules of punctuation, th$ whole of this 
passage, undei" invefted commas, would seem to be-* 
long to the Sixth Report of the Bible Society, and 
such Would be the impression c6ftveyed to the mind 
of the reader ; while the fact is, that the Bible 
Society is accountable fo^ only S6 much as com*- 
ttiences with the word *^ founded,'* and which ought 
therefore to have been distinguished from the rest. 
If Such a Statement had been made by an advocatCf 
for the Bible, the Jews', the Missionary, the Tract, 
the Sunday School, or any other Society, on& al&ne 
excepted, I caii imagine how you would haVd 
expressed yourself on the subject. 

6. My next remark is of considerable importance^ 
I make it taStet much thought and due deliberation^ 
It appears to me then, that you and I greatly differ 
about the relative value of forms and doctrines, of^ 
at leasts about their neo6Nisary Connection. 

If I were to express the Condition of salvation in 
th6 fehorte^t terms, I should say^ ^' Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Thii 
belief^ however^ must be understood to produce its 
getiuitie fruits i au4 a man who has a sound faith^ 
isitid GOXisequetttly holy practice, whether he be ofi 

^ ^ SijKdi S^pM^i •f BtU« SooieljTi p. 05v'' 
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the coast of Labrador, or in the vicinity of Bartlett's 
Buildings,' is undoubtedly a child of God. Now 
the impression which accompanies me through the 
whole of your pamphlet, is thiss that you do not 
lay sufficient stress on the great, essential, and ope- 
ratiye doctrines of the Gospel : and somje of your 
fellow-labourers evidently attach more importance 
to the circumstance of belonging to the Church of 
England, than they do to purity of heart, and holi- 
ness of life. The *' Country Clergyman," and tlie 
author of " An Enquiry, &c.** make no secret of the 
matter. To these notions I cannot accede. It is 
not absolutely necessary to salvation that a man 
should be a member of this or that particular church. 
I belong to the Church of England, because I think 
it the most pure church in the world ; because I think 
it po^esses all the requisites of a church ; because I 
think it contains better helps, and more excellent 
directions, than any other -, because it is established, 
and wanton separation cannot be vindicated on any 
good principle. But if I am required to believe that 
my salvation has little connection with my faith a^nd 
practice, and that it derives its security from the ' 
circumstance of my being a churchman ; I say^ 
that the man who makes this demand, betrays. a most 
incorrect opinion of the nature of Christianity, and 
perverts the Scriptures*, by fixing upon doctrines 
which are essential to salvation, a value by no means 
adequate to their worth and importance. Cowper 

* The Anti-Jacotin Reriew, March 1802, p. 346, asserts, that 

the foundation of all the present schisms in the Church has been laid 

- in the disbelief of the Divine appointment of ministers ; " a doctrine 

ivhich is ^s necessary to salvation as any other article of the creed of 

Christians T'— / quote from the Letter of Peter (yLeary, Appendix K. 
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has so well delineated the characters of those who 
contend more for the forms than for the substance 
of religion, that I must be permitted to borrow. his 
language. When the peculiar doctrines of the 
Gospel have lost their estimation, 

*' Then ceremony leads her bigots forth^ 
Prepar'd to fight for shadows of no wocth ; 
While truths on which eternal things depend. 
Find not, or hardly find, a single friend. 
As soldiers watch the signal of command. 
They learn to bow, to kneel, to sit, to stand : 
Happy to fill religion's vacant place' 
With hollow form, and gesture, and grimace. 
Such, when the Teacher of his Church was thcr^ ^ 

People and Priest, the sons of Israel were : 
Stiff in the letter, lax in the design 
And import of. their oracles divine : 
Their learning legendary, false, absurd. 
And yet exalted above God's own word." 

7. I cannot but admire the novelty of one prin- 
ciple, which runs through the whole of your letter,' 
and which I consider as singularly unfortunate for 
your cause. You complain . that the Society in 
Bartlett's Buildings was miserably poor; you admit 
that its distresses were never made public by itself, 
and that it took little pains to obtain relief: and 
then you censure and condemn those who did not 
fly to its assistance. The censure, as it appears to 
tne, should take another direction. 

If a hospital is in want of support, the first step 
adopted by its governors is to state the want and to 
solicit subscriptions. If, instead of this conduct, they 
should positively make it matter of self-congratula* 
tion that their very best friends knew not even of 

2h2 
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their existence; and when charged with their in*' 
efficiency, should say, ''The fault is not ours, but ^ 
yours: why did not you come to help us? Why 
did you subscribe to other hospitals in preference ? 
Is it not because of your ' shallow, superficial spirit 
of self-called candour ai)d liberality, characterized 
by an unworthy craving and pursuit of self-pleas- 
ing, and of vulgar applause,^ &c.* ?" Would you 
not be very much inclined to suspect that these good 
gentlemen had lost their wits ? How can any 
Society expect that other persons will take care of 
them, when they will shew no pare for thenaselves ? 
It is not the business of a stranger to pry into the 
wants tfnd to awaken the exertions of charitable 
institutions : the business is their own ; s^pd the fault 
is theirs, if, through pride, or inertness, they lose 
the advantage of public support, 

B. You observe much bustle in what is called 
*• the religious public," and you are angry or dis^ 
nayed. And do you really in your conscience be- 
lieve, that all this activity originates in the paltry 
desire to change the form of the visible church; or 
that there is so much sour leaven of ejQcleisiii$tioal 
sedition in the mass as to portend the qhnoge of 
our Establishnoent? Do you see nothing in it 
which m^rks Hie finger of God ? Amidst thi^e aw^ 
ful signs of the times, is there nothiog iu this pro- 
digious and increasing activity, which h^lA^ forth 
the promise of those better days, when discord and 
wrangling shall cease froiii amoug us, i^nd their 
place be supplied by harmony ^nd peace ? Not^ 

* Dr. WordsworUi, p. J02, 
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withstanding your jest about ^*the golden age<* 
you must surely believe that a period will arrive, 
when the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf 
emd the young lion and the falling together, and 4 
little child shall lead them. ^And is it not ii| the 
order of Divine Providence to bring about this 
desirable era by a concurrence of efforts on the 
part of divided Christians ; and by some sueh ap* 
proximation as the putting away of bitterness, and 
i^rath, and anger, and clamour, and the cuitivutiott 
of a spirit of meekness, and gentleness, and brotherly^ 
love ? Is any thing so likely to accomplish this a^ 
the diffusion of the Scriptures ; and that by tha 
allied exertions of Christians of every denomination f 
And is it not a remarkable coincidence, that at 
the very time when Popery has received a fatal 
wound, when the seat of Mahoipetanism in Europe 
is tottering to its fall, and the tomb of the Impostor 
himself is in the hands of his enemies, the Bible 
Society should rise to carry "the everlasting Gospel 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, apd 
people f ?" We seem, indeed, to be iipon the eve pf 
glorious times $ and the days appear to be fast ap^ 
prbaching, when the earth shall be ^filled with the 
knowledge qfthe Lord as the zvaters coper the sea. 

9. The basis of all the arguments which are pro- 
duced against the Bible Society, however disguised, 
is an assumption, that all wlio dissent from the 

* <' It seems, as if the golden age at length were to be restore^ 

mnd the lioii were tp lie down with ^e Isunb V-^Dr. Ward^wortk^ 

p.9f. 

t RerelatiOB xiv*9. 
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discipline and government of the Church are hostile 
to it. This assuipption is in the highest degree 
uncharitable^ unjast^ and impolitic. 

It is uncharitable: for it attributes bad motives 
where there ts no necessity to attribute them; and 
indulges in the worst construction^ which the case 
can admit. 

It is unjust: for the charge is unfounded. Many 
are Dissenters by education, and probably can 
assign no stronger reason for dissent than the force 
•f habit. You will easily discover many Church- 
men of the same description. Many become Dis- 
senters because they are remote from the Church; 
or, what i^, a very common^ case, because they 
Cannot piocure a seat. It is probable that many 
desert the Church for the reason assigned by 
Mr; Daiibehy, (see Note, p. 114); and not a few 
for the reason assigned by Mr. Sikes, the plea of 
edification. . Many leave us because they are 
delighted with the singing'* of the Dissenters: and 

* " There would be no harm, but, on the contrary, much reaonsable 
and pious service, it all of the congregation, who are able, would 
unite in singing Psalms with a well-regulated decency in the 
Church."— Trtfc/ hylh. Grey, vol. vi. Tract 12, 0/ BartUtt's Build- 
it^* Society. 

The following quotation taken from the Preface to '* Select Por- 
tions of Psalms, 8lc." by the Rev. John Kemp thorne, B.D. will 
not, I trust, be considered irrelevant. 

*'The object nearest the Editor's heart is the promotion of 
eongregaiiojialBinging of ' Psalms, and Hymns, and spiritual Songs ; 
an important religious duty, which has been lamentably neglected 
in the Church of England, whilst it has been much cultivated by , 
Christians of almost all other denopiinations: for singitig prai«e 
^o God, is as much a part of worship as confession or supplication ; 
and they who me^t in tt^e house of God^ or in families, for religious 
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many desert us from principle. But where is the 
proof that all these men are hostile? The truth is, 
that the peculiar constitution of the Church of 
England is in Comparatively few instances the reason 
for dissent^ and seldom enters into the contemplation 
of those who leave her communion^ 

It is impolitic. Good-will it cannot conciliate ; 
and it is, from the nature of things^ calculated to 
make enemies of those ambqg the Dissenters^ who 
are either perfectly neutral, or in fact friendly to 
the Establishment; and these form a very large 

exercises, should join, provided they are able to sing with tolerable 
propriety, in this as well as other modes of expressing their inward 
devotion. Accordingly, in the primitive times it appears to have 
been nsaal for all Christian congregations to sing with one voice ; 
and since the Reformation, the Protestant Churches in general h^ve 
been remarkable for the same practice. Choirs were not formed 
till the beginning of the fourth century, when the times were more 
corrupt ; and they were, introduced as a temporary remedy for the 
irreverence and unskilfulness of congregations, in order to direct 
them till they were able to sing of themselves without such 
assistance. Our reformers, finding choirs established in many 
places, would not prohibit them ; nor can they be understood to 
have enfoined them iit parish churches. The Rubric, after the third 
Collect for Morning and Evening Service, barely mentions, without 
even recommending them ; and though the same Rubric speaks of 
Anthems, yet it plainly uses the word in that large sense, in which 
it often occurs, as signifying any sacred son^: such as may be used 
' in all places where they sing,' as well as in choirs. 

" Indeed, the practice of the Reformers, especially Luther and 
Calvin, sufficieatly shews their sentiments : for they themselves 
introduced metrical psalmody sung in unison by the whole cour 
gregation. In A. D. 1559, which was three years before any of 
Sternhold's translations were printed, after a sermoil at Paul's 
Cross, they all sung in common a psalm in metre, as was then fre* 
quently done. The custom was brought from abroad by the 
exiles." 
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body. If yott fulminate against tfaetn all one 
general toathema, yon infallibly nnite them^ how 
ever disoordant in themselves^ against yoU and 
yoQf eanse. Eviry titie friend of the Church would 
doubtless rise in her defence, if tihe were really in 
danger; but she will never gain an accession of 
strefigth by ill^^founded suspicions, inyectives, or 
intolerance toward those who have separated them-^ 
ilelves from her. TTie wisdom from above, as we are 
taug^ht by unerring authority, is ^/Itst pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easi/ to be entreated ^ full qf 
mercy and good fruits s without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. Let us shew the Dissenters, that we 
possess this wisdom. ^^ Truth and' love are two 
of the most powerful things in the world; and 
when they both go together they cannot easily be 
Withstood. The , golden beams of love, And the 
silken cords of truth, twisted together, will draw 
men on with a sweet violence, whether they will 
or no **'* 

♦ Cudworth.— This passage li e:x(rac(ed from a flsrihon preuihed 
befofethe House of Commoils, MarelrSl, 1047, atid annexed t« 
the second edition of the Ifttdllecttial Systenii pabtt^h^. by 
Thomas Birch, A.M. F.ft.l9. 1743. Ifthall be excused/ 1 trusty ^ 
ir I intfodilee a loA^r q^Ot^tH>n. 

*^ Oh, dtviiie )6t^ ! the sw^t ban^tiy at smIs ! the mttsie 
of angels ! the joy of God's own hedM ! the very daflitig of ht^ 
bosom! the source of tru« happiness! the pure ^uiateieenoe of h^a- 
teii ! th4t whieh fe<«ondles the jarrliig pi^ncipled of the world, tmd 
mtkei theih all chitne together! thttt Which melts mett'6 beans lAtd 
otie another! I$ee how Stt Paul de^ribes it, and ti eannofc ehooM 
bat enamoof yout affeetiotis towards it^ Lot e eiltieih not ; it i^ 
ftot puffed up ; it doth itot behave itself uAseenlly; seeketh not he^ 
6Wh;,is not easily proToked; thihketh no etil| rejoiCelh not in 
iniquity; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all ttlinj^ 
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lO. The treatment which the episcppal patrons 
bf the Bible' Society have received from a Country 
Clergyman^ has been already noticed. You are in 
116 degree rest)onsible for him or his sentiments; 
but I must be permitted to express my surprise, nO 
less than my concern, that the consideration of the 
Society being honoured by the active support of so 
many Prelates did not operate to mitigate the 
seventy of your remarks, if not altogether to pre-^ 
vent your expressing them *. 

endureth all things. 1 may add, in a word, it is the best*>natured 
thingi the best*complexioned thing in the world. Let us express 
this sweet harmonious af&ction in these jarring times ; that so, if 
it be possible, we inay tune the world into. better music. Especially 
in matters of religion, let us strive with all meekness to instruct 
and convince one another. Let us endeavour to promote the 
Gospel of peace, the dove-like Gospel, with a dove-like spirit* 
This was the way by which the Gospel at .first was propagated 
in the world*' Christ did not cry, nor lift up his voice in the streets ^ 
a bruised reed he did not break, and the smoking flax he did not 
quench; and yet he brought forth judgment unto victory, 

** He whispered the Gospel to us from Mount Sion in a still voices 
and^yet the sound thereof went out quickly throughout all the 
earth. The Gospel at first came down upon the world gently and 
softly, like the dew upon Gideon^s fleece; and yet it quickly 
soaked quite through it ; and doubtless this is stilt the most eti'ectual 
way to promote it farther. 

** Sweetness and ingenuity will more command men's mind, than 
passion, sourness, and severity ; as the soft pillow sooner breaks the 
^int than the hardest marble. Let us oLXti'^svsiv sv ayaitT^, follow 
truth in love ; and of the two, indeed, to be contented, rather miss 
of the conveying of a speculative truth, than to part with love. 

'* When we would convince men of any error by the strength of 
truth, let us withal pour the sweet balm of love upon their heads. 
Truth and love are two the most powerful things in the world ; &c." 
S&wkm, p. 59. 

f ♦ SeeDr.Wordsworth^iPp. 15,38, 40, 43, 45, 53,61, 74, 93, lOJ,: 
143, &c. 
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Let it be considered, if you please, as matter of 
regret, that the dignitaries of the church did not 
foresee the evils, which, in yeur opinion, must arise 
from this ** novel* combination;" yet, when it had 
been long univei^ally notorious, that many of the 
Bishops had for ^veral years openly contributed 
their pecuniary assistance to the Bible Society, and 
had often attended its public meetings^; when it 
had been long known to all the world, that they 
had not only permitted their names to appear ia 
the list of its members, but th^, by suffering them^ 
selves to be announced as its Vice-presidents^ they 
had placed themselves at its head ;*-^^urely it migl^ 
have been expected, that a Society thus honoured 
and patronized should have been thought worthy 
of trei^ment more mild, and of respect more 
strongly marked. For you nUist observe,. tiiiM; the 
Bishops did not merely tolerate the institution, ot 
contribute to it casual aid,, but, by adopting and 
patronising its constitution and its priilciples,. they 
gave to the Society the public stamp of their fult 
and cordial authority. And who were these Bi- 
shops ? Among them were to be found some of 
the most venerable of the whole Bench, for their 
age and experience, no less than fi>r their cha- 
racters. 

With, these reflections. in j^our ittittd; I sfaouki 
have supposed that even you, with all yout appre- 
hepsions about the Bible Society, must have be^a 
led to suspect your own statement, and to conclude 
that your fea/rs were either altoge^er groandiess^ 
or at least excessive in degree. It might, 1 think,^ 
jfeave teen expected, that you ^ould have abstained 
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from using arguments^ and adopting a tone, whicii 
have the appearance of denouncing all members^ 
«id nouch more all clergymen of the Church of 
'England, who should join iki^ Bible Society, aa 
being either weak or fklse brethren ; as being either 
strangely wanting in common sagacity, or lament* 
ably destitute of regard for our EcclesiasticalvEsta^ 
blishment. Was it decorous thus publicly to dc-^ 
dare-^nay, was it consistent with your own know- 
iedga of them to conceive, that these venerable 
Prelates had not maturely weighed the conse-* 
^quences of the measures to which they were lend- 
ing the sanction of their respected names? What 
mw there in their former lives, what in their gene-' 
f al estimation, which siiould entitle any person to 
treat them, whether in effect 4>r in terms is of no great 
moment, like a set of raw and giddy enthusiasts, 
who had been hurried by liieir blind zeal into form- 
ing connections the most^ unseemly, and counte- 
nancing measures the most pernicious ;•— unseemly 
too, and pernicious, in respect to those very in* 
terests, over which it was their duty to watch with 
the most jealous vigilance? In justice to them we 
are bound to believe, that if any thing injurious to 
the interests of the church were proposed for their 
approbation, they would start back with almost in- 
stinctive sagacity^ It cannot h^ questioned, that 
they had well counted the cost before they formed 
that union which appears to you so monstrous. For 
fny own part, I have little doubt of their having 
done it with their eyes so fully open to ali the 
future consequences of the step they were taking, 
^UB even to forest the probability of an attack ^*om 
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some over-hasty member, some knpradent friend 
of the Establishment. I will not, however, venture 
to affirm that they anticipated a manifesto dated 
from Lambeth Palace: this circumstance, I am per-r 
suaded, was not in their contemplation. 

Many indeed, and those too highly important; 
considerations made it peculiarly necessary for them 
to ponder well the course they should pursue. But 
in order to their forming a right judgment on this 
great cause, it was requisite for them to consider 
both sides of the question ; to estimate the conse- 
quences no less of withholding their support from 
the Society, than those of granting it. Your atten- 
tion has unfortunately been fixed only upon one 
side of the subject. In balancing consideration^ and 
interests, they would probably, in the first place^ 
cautiously weigh all the possible consequences of unit-* 
ing themselves with so many different classes of Dis* 
senters, even for the sole and simple purpose of distri- 
buting Bibles and Testaments ; and in the next, they 
could scarcely fail to advert to the benefits which 
must arise from their own influence. They would 
bear in mind, that, by placing themselves at the 
head of this Society, which already numbered among 
its ranks so many clergymen as well as laymen of 
our church, over whom their influence must natu- 
rally be considerable, they might, provide against 
any departure, in futui'e, from the original principles 
of the institution. Above all, it was evident that 
their patronage might secure an adherence to that 
fundamental rule, vvhich, while it should exist, would 
^lone be sufficient to prevent all evil, and to secure 
^U good-— viz. that the Society should distribute 
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Bibles and Testaments only, the authorised Episcopal 
Version, and without notes. They might admire 
the prudence, as well as gallantry, of the general, . 
who, finding, at the beginning of a campaign, a 
body of troops composed of somewhat heteroge- 
neous materials, and of doubtful attachment, without 
a leader, willingly placed himself at their head^ 
not only giving, for the present, a right direction 
to their valour, but securing for his country the 
benefit of their future services. 

When you consider the total number of ^the Dis- 
senters, of various classes, who belong to the Bible 
Society, and the amount, not merely of their pecu- 
niary subscriptions, but still more of their zeal, ac- 
tivity, apd energy ; — when estimating, in short, in 
our old college way, the velocity as well as the 
lyiantity of matter, you sum up the amount of the 
force ; — whfen you take into account also, that the 
whole of this force is brought to operate in a rights 
direction, and that it is prevented from taking a 
wrong one; — when to this you add the probability, 
that the individuals of whom I speak, honestly obey- 
ing the dictates of their several judgments, might 
have formed new societies, or combined with old' 
ones, hostile alike to the doctrines and the discipline 
of our Church : — when you duly weigh all these con- 
siderations, is it a small service, I would ask, which 
has been rendered by those respected prelates, who, 
from the. addition of their rank and influence, bring- 
ing as it were the key-stojie to the arch, cemented a 
variety of heterogeneous materials into one sub- 
stance, and thereby consolidated the whole build- 
ing? By this measure they have secured the attain- 



Digitized by 



Google 



J46 Vindication vf the Bible Smety. 

inent of abundant good, and have prevented the 
possible occurrence of serious evih 

It is due .likewise to our Prelates to remark^ thatt 
firmly believing the peculiar forms of our Establish* 
ment to be gr<Minded on the Holy Scriptures, they 
might reasonably hope that they were conciliating 
the minds of men to the structure and discipline of 
our Church, as well as to its principles and doctriqes« 
They knew, that, so far as the influence of the Society 
should extend, men would at least not be occu* 
pied by prejudices against the forms and order of 
our own Establishment. Might not they also fed 
that it would be a just reproach to the Church o( 
England, if it should appear, that a Society having 
been formed in this country for the diffusion of the 
Holy Scriptures, not the name of a single Prelate 
of the Church of England was to be found on its 
list ? Was the Society composed only of Dissenters 
from the Estabishipent ? No ; thi^t could not be the 
explanation, for numbers of her members, both 
clergy and laity, were among its most zealous suji- 
porters. The very respectable Noblenian at the 
head of it, was known to be attached from prin- 
ciple to the Church of which hjp was so worthy a 
inember.— Would it not then havje been imputed to 
somewhat of the same lukewarmness, which had 
drawn from the Roman Catholics the reproach, that 
the Protestant Church bad ever shewn itself to be 
indifferent to the' diffusion of Christianity an^png 
Pagan nations?* Might not others, again, have re- 
newed the unjust charge, which was formerly urged 
against our Prelates, that they were tinptured with 
* See Msratori on Miisions^ 
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the spirit of the Church of Rome, whose example 
they followed, as far as they were able, in not en- 
couraging ther general diffusion of the Scriptures, 
though they could not directly obstruct it ? And 
are our times those^ in which there is so little dis- 
position to speak evil of dignities, so little need of 
cipholding established authorities, as to make it a 
matter of no account to furnish even slight grdunds 
for such imputations ? — From all these considera* 
ttons, it is plain to mes that, independently of their 
general anxiety for tlie circulation of theScriptures, 
the Bishops who have joined the Bible Society would 
be powerfully prompted to. do so by their special 
regard for the interests and credit of our excellent 
and venerable Establishment. 

My remarks have already extended to a great, and 
I can sincerely declare, by me an unexpected, length. 
But before I close them, I feel it my duty to enter 
on a more particular consideration of certain part» 
of your Letter : — lam afraid I can scarcely say, a 
^£^ consideration; Imt I can at least undertake to 
promise all the brevity consistent with an adequate 
exposure of the more prominent among the many 
errors, in point both of fact and argument, which, I 
must frankly say, I conceive it to contain. 

I am even now at some loss to discover what was 
the object of that curious lecture which you give 
us, about funds and expenditure**. In estimating the 
utility of a charitable institution, what rule of judg- 
ment is so obvious as its means ? Lord Teignmouth 

^ Dr. Wordfwovlfa,^ |K 25v 
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tells us, that be would " rejoice that any ^xertiOfii 
had largely augmented the funds" of the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge : with this you 
are displeased. How then must his Lordship ex- 
press himself to give satisfaction ? If he had said, 
that he should rejoice to hear of an accession to the 
charity, and zeal, and candour, and liberality of the 
Society, should we not have supposed that he meant 
to insult us? His Lordship, I presume, gave us ere* 
dit for piety, and wisdom, and zeal, and for " the 
pure, peaceable, blameless, and godly nature of the 
scheme * :*' but, after all, our utility as a charitable 
body, mi|st depend upon our funds. If we were as 
devoted as Job, and at the same time as poor as 
Job, our wishes might be vastly good, but our pro^ 
jects of utility would vanish into air.— It is, in truth, 
a mere battle of words. 

From the 27th to the 40tb page, the summary of 
your arguments in behalf of the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge is given in an imagi- 
nary speech, which, at the same time, contains cer- 
tain caustic remarks upon the " novel institution." 
You then proceed to give the early history of the 
Bible Society^ backed and supported by that stale, 
miserable, thread-bare, and ten-times-confuted old 
story about Welsh Bibles. I perfectly agree with 
Lord Teignmouth, that if the Bible Society was in 
any degree raised by a spirit of rivalry, it must have 
been prophetic. If you have read the statement in 
this letter, together with Appendix C, upon that 
subject, I am persuaded that you also are now of the 

* Sec Dr. Wordsworth, p. 26. 
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same opinion. You will tell me', perhaps, that the 
members of the Bible Society ought to haVe put a 
stop to their proceedings when we began. . How 
could they do it, after their engagement with the 
Syndics and with the printer^^to say nothing of the 
Wdsh ? And where was the obligation ? Where the 
propriety? Such a determination would haveheen, 
a bi^e and most criminal desartlon of duty. If they 
bad not persisted in their plan, I firmly believe that 
the Welsh would not have reoeiyed a single Bible to 
this hour. 

And whence arises the obligation upon them to 
dissolve the Society now ? Because we are active in 
Bartlett's Buildings? I can suffer nothing, on the 
part of the Society for promoting Christian Know* 
ledge, to enter into this question subsequent to the 
year 1804. Were we then active? Were we then 
alire to the avvful responsibility * which those mast 
incur who bury their talent in a napkin, or bide 
their light under a bushel ? Did we not eren fancy 
ourselves to be ** safe,'* and ** effective,*' and " un« 
blamable,'*' because we were quiet? If they have 
roused us to action, it is a circumstance which should 
give them encouragement, and induce them to pro* 
ceed. It is a great addition to that abundant hat« 
vest of blessings, which the world has reaped from 

* Yoo appear to think that th^ Ksponsibility is all on the side of 
the Bible Society (a): w« of the Society in BartleU's fiuildjng^^tf 
*^ safe/' aod ** the peril aad penalty of e}EpedieBts/'{which yoqpror 
noance unlawful, must be theirs (6). Wt are not sctfe, unless we are 
promoting the great causey by proper means, to the utmost oJ^dUf* 
power. The' fallacy is most dangerous. 

(a) Dr. WoHtWOTtb, p. 15. (6) Ibid. p. 155. 
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their toil. Every symptom of increasing energy 
which we hare displayed since the year 1804, is an 
argument, not against them, but for them. If they 
had not disposed of a single Bible; if they had not 
softened or diminbhed one particle of prejudice and 
hostility; if they bad not contributed one farthing 
to the dissemination of the Scriptures in foreign 
lands ^ yet upon this ground they might take their 
stand ; *' We have given life and energy to the So- 
ciety in Bartletl's Buildings, at least we hope sOydixA 
every diocese, every archdeaconry, and every parish 
in the kingdom, will enjoy the benefit of our la- 
bours ; they may attach tittle value to the favour 
conferred, but the good has been done^and for their 
thanks we care not." 

The £5tb page contiuns a passage which I do not 
understand: it runs thus. " For hereby you (Lord 
TeignpK)uth, &c.] have brought on th^ occasion and 
hazard of much loss and injury,, of the worst kind, 
to us (the Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge), and to them (the Dissenter&K and to soale 
other general and most important interests of peace, 
and piety, and true religion ; and all this evea 
without the consolation, perhaps, of any counter- 
vailing advantages in regard to the direct aim and^ 
object of the institution (I mean,, the enlarged dis- 
semination of the Scriptures) or in any other way." 

My affair is with the Dissenters. What loss has 

I been brought upon them ? Have they lost their un-* 

derstanding ? No i you have told us elsewhere that 

they are wise enough in their generation*. Have 

* Dr. Wordswortbt p. 44* 
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they iost their reputation ? Na : for Mr. Daubeny 
says, that in the Dissenting Almanack the ** novel 
combination'' is called a Dissenting Society !* Have * 
they lost their riches? No: for one ^* sound Church- 
man"' hints that they abound in wealth, and that a' 
poor curate cannot stand before them. Have they 
lost their Bibles? No^: for it is a fierce charge 
against the Bible Society, that Dissenters can now 
get Bibles morQ easily than ever. Have they lost 
their zeal'? This charge will hardly be made. Is 
it their good temper theni No : I saw some hun^ 
dreds of them together in May, and I never ob- 
served more unequivocal marks of good-humour in 
my life. I kfiow of nothing which they can have 
lost but their bigotry, if they had any : and really 
it is an article not worth keeping. 

To be serious : have you written this by way of 
coaxing the Dissenters from the Bible Society? 
And is that also the object of page 155 ? ^ Divide 
etimpera" is a rule of acknowledged effect; but, 
were such language proper, might I not use your 
own words here, and say, '' the Dissenters, I think* 
will reject with scorn and virtuous indignation the 
overtures of men who meet them to court their 
alliance on principles like these .?t" 

The next page surprises me as much as the last. 
^ If, therefore, you do in fact so much good to us as 

* I never, saw the Dissenting Almanack, but I presume tbis esD- 
pression means a Society countenanced by Dissenters. I find, on 
inquiry, that this Almanack is of no authority whatever with the 
Dissenters. If certain gentlemen, whom I could name, were called 
Cardinals in the Almanack, would that clothe them with the purple? 

f See Dc Wordsworth, p« 1 55. 

2K2 



Digitized by 



Google 



QSa Vindication of the Bible Society. 

you calculate upon, I am curious to know how thiii 
fruit of their union with you will be looked upon by 
many of the Dissenters, when they discover that no 
small portion of our Tracts, to the more extensive 
diffusion of which they are made thus to contribute, 
is expressfy directed against themselves. — May they 
not in reason complain, thatthey hare not been weit 
used by you> in that, under other pretences, you 
have taken out of their hands the administration of 
an engine of their own, and have converted it to the 
furtherance of your purposes ?*" 

Another good specimen of ** divide et impera/' 
So, then, the Churchmen are the persons wise in their 
generation, and the Dissenters are the simpletons, 
after all ! If Lord Teignmouth's account be true, they 
assist the Society in Bartlett's Buildings: but a prin- 
cipal object of that Society is to disperse Tracts 
against the Dissenters ; therefore, by this Jesuitism 
they are made to play off an engine upon them- 
selves.^ Now, I say> 

1. Unless you can shew that the Dissenters have a 
right to value their own separate interests above the 
diffusion of the Scriptures^ your argument, even upon 
your own terms, is worth nothing. 

Q. I wonder that you should, in the name of Chris- 
tian charity, endeavour to provoke a quarrel between 
us and the Dissenters. We hold, that if they knew us 
better, they would love us more. 

3. I am sorry that the Society cannot find Tracts 
of greater value " for the interests of piety, and 
peace, and true religion," than such as are**a- 

♦ Dr. Wordsworth, p. 55. 
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presshf directed^* against any bodies of men. It is 
a ** novel " mode of enlarging the bounds of Chris* 
tian charity. Are these the Tracts which you send 
with your Bibles^ that they may ** in every good 
purpose^ promote, help, and actuate one .another?*" 

4. ** Sound Ciiurchmen" would be much more 
valuable, if they were also sound Christians : the 
best way to make ^ood churchmen, is to instruct 
them in those important rules and doctrines, whiph 
a Christian ought to know and believe to his soul's 
health ; and to teach them to live in charity with 
all men. 

The fears and apprehensions which you take occa- 
sion to express, are not always, 1 think, very well- 
timed, nor always very consistent ; and when we ob- 
serve how great a proportion of your pages they oc- 
<5up7> uniform consistency is perhaps not to be ex- 
pected^ In remarking on the churchmen who have 
joined the Bible Society, you add, " not only shall 
we be deprived in this way hereafter of much co- 
operation, but a considerable part of it will, I fear, 
in due time be converted into an active and power- 
ful force against us f." This cannot apply to Dis- 
senters ; for you never would have objected, as you 
tell us, to a society of theirs J; upon what argu-. 
ment, then, are your, fears grounded? Are church- 
men bound by so few ties to their profession, that 
the mere^breath of a Dissenter is to dissolve them^ 
and te^onvert the affections of our brethren into 
dov^right hostility ? Is not the reasoning at least 

• Dr.Wardgworth, p. 6a 
t Dr. Wordsworth, p. 74. t IhM. pp. 51, J4. 
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as applicable on the other side ? Or are you afrmd 
that these new bonds of union will be so tight and 
oyerpowrering, that they cannot release themselves 
from the connection, however its measures may 
displease them ? What ! are they not free agents ? 
—You argue, in the note of p. 151, that the Dis- 
senters will make use of the Clergy till they have 
gained their object, the patronage of the public, and 
then they will kick down the ladden You deduce 
your reasoning from the case of a review ; but is 
^ere the slightest analogy ? A review is a literary 
workj and it gets into circulation by the credit of 
its compilers : when it has once become popular, 
the circulation may continue, if a tolerable portion 
of talent remain, even though some of the original 
writers withdraw ; This is the case with the Eclectic, 
and every review that has appeared. Nay, it may^ 
continue in circulation, even after all the original 
compilers have left it: Sir John Cutler^s silk stock- 
ings, you know, were the same stockings, after they 
were fairly darned into worsted. . The reasoning of 
your note, therefore, may apply to a review; but 
how does it apply to the case before us ? The Bible 
' Society is supported by contributions: it cannot go 
on without contributions: and if the clerical contri^ 
butors should secede, then, so far as the Church is 
concerned, its influence, its4*esources, and its charac* 
ter disappear at once: the public see the change, 
and know the grounds of it. The immediate effect 
would be, what you so ardently wish for, a Bible 
Society merely under the patronage of Dissenters. 
This would be the case, if Lord Teignmouth and his 
friends ^ould leave them at the present moment; 



Digitized by 



Google 



Miscellaneous Observations. Q53 

and this could only be the case, if they secede here^ 
after. 

The two chief advantages which will result from 
this " intercommunion," are noticed in the 85th 
page. Having examined the argument before, I 
shall now only advert to the manner of your reason- 
ing. Did it escape you, that several pages in this 
neighbourhood contain little else than a string of hy- 
potheses ? You tell us, that " many, perhaps^ whether 
Churchmen, Dissenters, or Methodists, may say, * on 
that very account, because this Society affects to 
combine so many various classes of men, I for one 
will have nothing to do with it*.'" — We know that 
they do say just the contrary. — And would not the 
Bible Society have now existed without the cd-opera- 
tion of the clergy and laity of the Church of Eng- 
land? Doubtless it would : and who can say that it 
might not greatly have prospered and flourished? 
Perhaps it would have obtained a larger patronage 
of Dissenters " than it now possesses, or is likely to 
retain longf." ^ What if there be infinitely m^re 
reason to fear, that even the celestial cause of Chris- 
tian charity must be marred, soiled, and sorely and 
deeply wounded, through these efforts to advance 
and promote it J."^ — Had no conclusions been derived 
from all these guesses, I should not have noticed 
them ; but I find, at the close of the 97th page, you 
really think that something has been proved. It 
reminds me of an argument .which I once heard, in 
a mixed party at Trinity College, adopted by a 
fiioetious gentleman of a neighbouring society* He 

* Dr. Wordwcarth, p. 87. t Ibii p. 91. % Ibtd. p. 96. 
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wished to talk down the first priocipl^s <^ mathe* 
matical science ; at lengthy eager in the work of de- 
molition, and warm with discovery, he exclaimed, 
*^ If, then, it should turn out, as perhaps it mftj^ 
that there is no truth in the 47th Proposition of Eu* 
olid, what will become of your quadratic equa- 
tions?" — Unless you will examine for this very pur* 
pose, you can hardly be aware how many of your 
pages are filled with hypotheses and conjectures^ 
very like the assumed untruth pf the 47th Propo- 
sition ; and I must beg to remind you, that the con- 
clusions are just as regular and formidable in the 
one case as in the other. 

I come now to the *^ Ecclesiastical Greneral Coun^ 
cil, holden at the Old London Tavern*/^ And 
here I must be permitted once more to lament the 
extreme incorrectness of your information. Ecde'* 
siastical Councils were usually summoned in ancient 
times for the purpose of settling some points in dis-^ 
pute, and giving uniformity to the doctrine and dis« 
cipline of the church. You are evidently under the 
impression, that the meeting of the Bible Society has 
some such object : the term ** Ecclesiastical C^un* 
cil" implies it; and the questions which you Pro* 
pose, from p. 99 to 103, all shew thenature of your 
mistake. On this principle you ask, whether this 
united act is to signify, ^ that we all highly esteem 
and value the Scriptures Pf^ Whether it is meaDl 
as a testimony '^ that there have been maoy contro*" 
versies amongst us, but that these have continued 
too long, and we are Willing lienceforthto ren<mii€if 

^ Pr.. Wordsworth, p* 101. t VM. p. W. . i ' 
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and feirega tbem all ? ^" ^^ Is it meant, that we are 
all heneeforth to tkmk and ta speak the same 
thing ?f " ^* Dq we mean, then, to declare, by this 
exttrtlon of our united benevolence, that the Bible 
ki the law by which we are to he governed, and the 
tele charter of hope to which we hi^ve to appeal^ 
and the Qospel, of our salvation X ^ '' &o. It is really 
nuch to foe regretted, that you did not inquire of 
Mr. Granville Sharp, or of myself, or of some other 
member of the Society, with whom you are ac^* 
^uainted, what the 9hject of the institution is, and 
what is the end of the annual meeting. The obr 
ject of the Society is siiipply to distribute Bibles : 
and the ^ General CounciP^'is annually oonvenedy 
not for the purpose of settlipg any matters in de- 
bate, I do assure you ; but to le|irn the progress 
which has been made in the dispersion of the Scrip- 
tures daring the preceding year, and to take encou^ 
r^gement in the prosecution of so good a work. Only 
carry this very simple idea in your mind, and you 
will find that the questions and remarks ^tending 
irom p. 99 to 109, have just as much concern with 
the history of the Bible Society, as with that of the 
ipoon. 

There are about hi^f a dozen pages in this part 
of your Letter, upon which, at the present moment, 
when the ardour of composition has abated, you must 
certainly look with considerable regret 

Can you^ suppose that all the h^rd speeches in 
pp. 101, 102, &c. are applicable to the members of the 
new society ? They may be chargeable with *f apre- 

^ J^.Wmrd%S9&cA, p. 99. t Ibid. p. 109. t WiA^ P« )0?. 
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eminent inexperience and ignorance of the natare 
and passions of man;" but some of them havegrejp 
hairs, and others are not wholly unknovtrn, either 
a$ statesmen, or scholars, or divines. They may have 
^* an indolent inadvertencfe to the value of religious 
truth, and a dearth of the love of it j" but this inad- 
vertence they have shewn, not by getting hid in a 
corner, concealed from the sight of . their nearest 
neighbours, but by rousing the a^ention of the re- 
motest lands. Their ** dearth of love " for the truth 
they have displayed, not by warning men that if they 
read the Scriptures without " the mouth of the 
priest" they do it at their peril ; and that these dan-; 
gerous records are not to be approached without^ 
prudence, and caution, and reserve; without good 
medicines and powerful antidotes. No; they have 
tinfolded the Bible to those who Jiving immediately 
in our own vfcinity, never saw it before. The^have 
sent it on its** heavenly ministry" into all climates: 
the sun himself scarcely visits a region accessible 
oy them, but upon that land, and through their 
means, the Sun of Rightieousness is beginning to 
^' arise with healing in his wings." They may shew 
" neglect of the wisdom of past ages ;" but it is 6nly 
in cases where it is n>orejustly entitled to be consi- 
dered as folly 1 Is it a time for us to be bowing in 
Servile courtesy, and to be settling points of eti- 
quette and precedence, when the house is in flamesi 
Infidelity and philosophism threaten at this moment 
to overthrow, not merely the establishment of a par? 
ticular church, but religion itself. Is it not a boast 
among sceptics, that, at the present rate of apostacy 
upon the continent, and especially in France^^ the 
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Chrifiti^a religion will in a few years be extinct ? Is^ 
this a time for enlarging and confirming our party 
distinctions ? Is it not our duty to rise with united 
efforts upon the enemy of all goodness, and to carry 
the war into his own quarters? •* Shew us your ne- 
cessity/* you say. I have shewn it in abundance of 
instances, and I add this to the number. It is abso- 
lutely necessary, if we would produce an effect, ta 
bring under one standard all the forces of the mili-* 
tant church; it is necessary to press all into the ser-^ 
vice, and to have a weapon which all may wield: 
and what weapon is so powerful as the "sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God V* ^ 

Is this " the shallow and superficial spirit of self- 
called candour and liberality ?*' Does this conduct 
jdenote " an eagerness and impatience to surrender 
andcompromise many antecedent solenan obligations 
of truth, principle, and duty ?" What truth has beeu 
violated? what principle has been compromised? 
what duty has been abandoned ? I boldly answer, 
JNone. We must all one day appear before the tri? 
J>unal qf Almighty God. Suppose he should in- 
quire in that day, "What have you done for the 
promulgation of my word ? where was your zeal 
for the diffusion of my Gospel?" How shall we re- 
ply ? Shall we tell him, " that his word, though 
very good in many respects, was not quite calcu- 
lated for general use? — that it wanted guarding 
and explaining ? that it was hardly fit to be trusted 
alone ? so we thought it proper to be very cau- 
tious, lest, by ^ an ill-disciplined disposition to be 
doing good,' we should put arms into the hands of 
sectarians ap4 scb^miatics, ami unwittingly produce 

SIL2 
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^ Vossy and injury, add defaloMioti ' tolli«So«ei«tyfer 
pronnoling Christian KMWtedge^ And we deter^* 
mhred also to be very car efiii about the ^anneb 
through which it passed, sioee, * ttilich of itas ase^as* 
gtkndard for Christian docttritie, tiHiat <dtep^Ml 6h tiie 
ehatinel * ;' fbr it was apt to l^ke the baser qualkii^ 
of erery thing Which It teaobeA. Antf,*'— — Bat I 
dare not proceed^^tbe assutn^ott \% too fi^ho^kingf 
ahd I am persuaded you revolt at it a^ tMty as I 
db; but can yon hide frotn 3P6uti5elf -that tMs is tlKs* 
ireial state of the argtf metit ? Cotenr fet as yon pleio^ 
•^modify it as you like— to this sittipte fOrtto ?t Wflt 
be reduced at last. And Is there a *^ ^seutid Ch^ireh* 
man'' among m all, who Will dare ^d^Iooklii^ Maker 
in the face with such sentitttients i*fi his heart, and 
such words ttpdn his lips i O fiM te not, in bur liar* 
tow and sielfeh plans, by ^ cold> jnc^mdlirivte, auA 
icalculating j>o?icy, biartttr jfor ebtit^»tt][p«ibte pi-fe* 
eminence thfe inteue^ "bf a wo^ld ! 

Your next senteboe I aMi ttiefifi^ to tfttift^ ^mS 
should asstiredly omit 1% d4d I tvot believe that Mme 
persons wouW insider such dfitoitoi^n -as Un wgu*- 
'men t of its j ustice: 

The clerii:^! sbbscfibfei^ fttti^aige^, itse^Ms, f* 
ttiis career of trtadne^, fas yo« ^ett Lbrd l\Bign- 
teouth, " f6v the po^r saii^cfidn bf a ^hbrt-live* 
land short-sighted triurtph bVer tftWn*" (vife. tfdth, 
principle, and doty), ^ atfd th^it- yet faithful abelt«rs 
"bM advocfates, your oWtt bffethrefi !" IWs Wttt^ 
like most of the hitftft in the «^rt>eedftig page, fe itt 
theiFbrin t)f ^n hypblfaeti^l iiteintt^f iota : <btft I weft 

• Mhl>ay*ttky% Charge, |^.i5t 
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know hdw ytWir clerical frrewds will be disponed to 
ttntfematid it. My answter i«, in the words of Lord 
Teignmouth, ** This is an imputation to which the 
Urttobems of tti« Bibte Society did not aruspect thetti- 
^ws liaMef' and in my own langnage, "Alias! 
tUbb I **eir firtt $tid their only wish is, by the disee- 
l£itnatton of the Scriptures, to add to the stock of 
genera] haziness, and to spread the glad tidiiigs of 
Mlvlatidti tht>t>ugh every region, tuid in every tongue/' 

I tnnsft now draw to a close, the remaindter of your 
panpblet having been ^iscnssed by ^anticipation. AtiA 
he^e J eKpress tny intention to oondude my share in 
the Controversy. Eveiy objection against the Sibte 
Sofeidty, which has been produced by any writer with 
Whom I ail) acquainted, ^tid which seem^ to deserve 
the sli^teiiN; nt^tice, I havefrerfy examined, and, ag 
I ilfink, most thoroughly refated. I consider the 
Mbjec% as nearly exbaersied. Mamyof the positions 
which I have advanced may, by a littte perverse- 
tietsfi of ingenuity, be tortured into n 4neaning very 
4ifferant from tftie true, and be charged with >coth 
tie^^aences wbidh never ca^ flow from tbem. To 
|]^rsoii^iti^s and misrepresentations, from whatever 
•quarter they proceed, I i^ll make ^o reply. 

If I^hoafld, at some future period, be induoed again 
-to 'descend iiito the field rf controversy, it must be 
%y argorments irery differetit from any iVhich have 
yet appeared: ^ey are already disposed of; and 
tiOfte, 1 am persuaded, of wucfa ^moment, remain to 
be l>rought forward. 

In reviewing what I have written, I canmot but 
acknowledge, tfaa% sodm facts and argumetits^have 
been om^ed^ wbich woufld tend to corroboraite tny 
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statements; and that many which I have adduced 
might have been pressed with greater keenness and 
vigour. 

In apology for the omissions, I must plead my 
fear of further prolixity. Indeed, I am well aware 
that I may already appear to have subjected my- 
self to a retort of an observation ^ith which I set 
out — namely, that the impression which your let- 
ter is calculated to produce, is chiefly owing ta it& 
length. I am» however, well pleased that the obser- 
vation was made ; as, standing where it does, it may 
at least serve for a proof, that th^ extent to which 
my comments have been lengthened was altogether 
undesigned. And if it should, in the event, happen 
that my remark is verified in the case of my owa 
pamphlet, I shall sincerely rejoice that» even in this 
indirect manner, I have compensated for the weak* 
oess with which I shall be found to have otherwise 
defended one of the strongest of all causes. 

For the tone of comparative mildness which I 
Jiope you will find in these sheets, I must plead my 
unconquerable jreluctance to engage in any warfare 
of harshness and reviling. It may be objected by 
some, in reference to certain of your qoadjutorsy 
that mild treatment is in this instance misapplied ; 
and that my resolution, never to notice their spirit, 
or manners, or assertions, except when connected 
with something which pretends to be argumeat> 
seems, in a degree^ to compromise the gr^at c^use 
which I profess to vindicate. To this I reply, that 
I haye compromised nothing. I feel confident that 
the cause for which I plead is established, beyjpo^ 
the possibility of danger. I have given a plaia 
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Exposition of its merits, so far as they have been 
controverted ; and it demands no more. 

On this subject, I can scarcely speak without the 
language of exultation. For if ever there was a 
question triumphant in reason and argument ; in 
good principle and beneficial tendency; in wisdom 
of establishment and energy of exertion ; in the 
contagion of example and in the creation of re- 
sources ; in appeals to the most exalted charity and 
the best feelings of our common nature 4 in enlarge- 
ment of benevolence and prodigality of blessing • 
this is the question. " Sound churchmen" may view 
the Society with dislike, and cowards may deleft 
its* banners; but it is fenced by bulwarks which 
will not be overthrown, and founded upon a basis 
which cannot be shaken. Prejudice may lop its 
branches, and malignity may nibble its bark; but it 
will still remain the pride and glory of the forest ; 
it will strike its roots deeper and wider, and hostility 
itself will only add to its firmness and strength. 

It will be objected by «ome, that I ought carefully 
to have abstained from introducing tlie Society in. 
Bartlett*s Buildings. The reason which I stated 
before, I must beg here to repeat — ^viz. that the 
observations* which I have made on the manage- 
ment of its concerns were extorted from me by its 
advocates; the line of argument which they thought 
it expedient to adopt, left me no choice in framing 
my reply. You will not, I trust, overlook the dis- 
tinction which I have observed, between the pro- 
ceedingd of the Society, and the institution itself. 
For the institution itself I feel that cordial veneration 
and respect which I have invariably professed ; and 
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on this account I am anxious tbal all its ofi^rati^M 
should be conducted witb that discretion, wisdom, 
and conciliation,v which, by raising the society still 
higher in the public esteem, will materially teed *Q 
increase its m^eans of doing good, It is my sincere 
wish that these strictures may be caikdidly consi- 
dered by the members of that society, and may 
produce such an improven>ent in the administration 
of its concerns as will preclude all future animad-n 
version. Sinc^ the publication of my former edin 
tion, several members of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge have expressed to me their 
strong persuasion, that it will derive important ad'* 
vaptages from my representations. Even you will 
not rejoice more than I shall in such an effect; and 
I shall consider myself a far more valuable member 
of the Society in Bartlett's Buildings thjRU those are, 
who flatter wliere they ought to disapprove, and who 
prevent the reformation of what is wrong by absurd 
panegyric, or by the denial of Its existence. 

It will be objected by others, that I have not done 
justice to the character of Lord Teignmoutb, or de^ilt 
out to bis opponents a due retribution for the un^ 
becoming, and, as it appears to me, most e^ctra- 
ordinary, attack which has been made on his tord' 
ship, 

I feel the force of this objection. Jn the contest 
of pers.onalities, however, I will not engage j but as 
1 have done my duty to the Society, let me say n 
word about its President. 

If I were required to point out the individual who 
has reached the highest eminence of all men low 
living, in the measure of bi$ benevolence, and the 
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true greatness and glory of his achievements, I 
should turn to him * upon whom the eyes of all the 
civilized world have been fixed for these twenty 
years, and whom the historians of Africa will in fu- 
ture ages record as the great author, under Divine 
Providence, of all their religious and political bless- 
ings. Upon the next pedestal of fame I would place 
Lord Teignmouthf. I should leave him, on this 
occasion, to his own noble sentiments, if the Ian* 
guage with which he has been treated, beyond all 
example of controversial liberty, did not make a few 
words necessary. I must say, then, that it will be 
a distinction honourable to the age, that the rescue 
of mankind from the tyranny of ignorance and su- 
perstition has fallen to the lot of abilities and dis- 
positions equal to the task ; that it has fallen to one 
who has the enlargement to comprehend, the spirit 
to undertake, and the character to support so great 
a measure of hazardous benevolence. This spirit is 
not owing to his ignorance of the state of men and 
things J : he well knows what snares are spread about 
his path, from personal animosity, from prejudice, 
from bigotry, from intrigues, and, possibly, from po- 
pular delusion. But he has put to hazard his ease, his 

♦ Mr. WilberfoTce. 

f You will perceive that I have> in the following page« availed 
myself of the sentimeats and language of Mr. Burke, in his Speech 
on the India Billi December 1, 1783. His eulogium upon another 
great man is at least equally just in its application to Lord Teign- 
mouth. 

X Compare Dr. Wordsworth, p. 1 01. '' A pre-eminent inexpe- 
rience and ignorance of the nature and passions of man, his natural 
aind acquired in&rmities and corruptions/' &c. 
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iDtererti and even his popularity, for the benefit of the 
poorest in bis own country, and of nations whom he 
bat neref seen. This is the road that all heroes have 
trod bdfi>re him. He is traduced for his suppoced tno* 
tives* He will rdmember that obloquy is a neces- 
sary ingredient In the composition of all true glory ^ 
lie Mril) remember, that it was not only in the Roman 
Qti$toiiis, but it is in the nature ai^ constitution of 
thidgs, thttt censure and reprehension are esseiitial 
parts of triumphs Tbese thoughts will support a 
miod, which only exists far the diffusioa of general 
^ppinesj^, «<ider tbe burden of temporary reproach; 
He is dokig iadeed a great good ^ such as rarely 
falls to the lot» and almost as rarely coincides with 
tli0 desires, of dny man. Let him use his time. Let 
hm give the wbole length of the reins ^o bis bene* 
Totencew He is now on a great eminence, where 
the eyes of mankind are turned to him. He msy 
live kifig* He may do xibucb. Bsat here i& tfaa 
lummit. He nevec can exceed the protnise of his 
reeebt exertiotoa. 

Of hm faults I know nothing ; but thk I wUJ affirm^ 
that there is in him no mixture of deceit, of disin-;^ 
genuousness, of hypocrisy, of prejudiccy or w£uit of 
feeling for the distresses of mankind. There is not 
a tongue, a nation^ or religion in Intdta,^ nor> as I 
hope, throughout the world, wbi<^ will not, ere loiitg. 
Mess the anxious care and dignified beneficence of 
the Bible Society, and of bim who presides over this 
great work. I anticipate with joy the reward <rf 
these wboiie whole consequence, poWer^ an4 autho-^ 
rity exist only for the benefit of mankind: and I 
carry my miad to att the people, and names,, anci 
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descriptions^ that, relieved by Lord Teignmouth and 
his friends, will bless the labours of this excellent 
institution, ^nd the confidence which it has given 
to him who so well deserves it. Their names will 
never be separated before the throne of the Divine 
goodness, in whatever language, or according to 
whatever form, pardon is asked for sin, and reward 
for thoie who imitate the Godhead in his universal 
bounty to bis creatures. The little cavih of party 
will n<^ be beard, where religion and ha^pineai wilt 
be felt. These honours they d^errie i and they will 
surely be paid when all the jargOB of in^eace, aiid 
misconception^ and prejudice, and p«rty> and pa*^ 
tronage, are swept into oblivion* 

I afnv my dear friend^ 

Yours, very foithfully^ 

WILLIAM DEALTJRY. 

Hdrtfbrd, OctoUtl, ISlOf 
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Intelligence of a very gratifying natarcj respect- 
ing the impolse produced hy the Bible Society, is 
almost daily arriving from difFerftnt quarters. When 
the next Report of the Society appears, it will be 
found that the representi^ion already made of the 
effects which have resulted from this institution fall 
short of the reality. It will appear that the number 
of auxiliary societies, in America has already in- 
creased from five to ten ; that this admirable system 
is also extending itself m this country; and that in 
India a spirit has been called into action, which has 
no parallel in the history of the world. 

For the sake of conciseness^, I shall content myself 
with giving a letter from Mr. Owen, in reference to 
India, which reached me a few days ago. 

'' My dear Friend, " Fulham, Oct 12, 1810. 

" As you wish to be furnished with the latest intel- 
ligence from India, relative to the operations of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in that portion of 
the world, I have the pleasure of transmitting to you 
the following particulars. 

" By letters dated Fort William, Calcutta, March 
1st and 15th, it appears that the subscription opened 
at Calcutta on the 1st. of January, and closed on the 
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Slst^ for supplying the Christians at Tanjore with 
Tamul Bibles and Testaments, amounted to 9000 ru- 
pees, contributed by thirty -five persons, a list of 
whom is annexed. 

" At the Meeting of the Corresponding Committee 
in Calcutta, on February 15, a Minute was read on 
the subject of establishing at Calcutta a BiBLiO- 
THECA BiBLiCA, or BiBLE REPOSITORY, with a li- 
brary for the use of translators, under the auspices' 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, to be su- 
|>erintended by the Corresponding Committee. . 

" The Minute proposes, that the Bible Reposi- ^ 
tory should be situated in the most central part 
of the town, and that it should contain Bibles for 
sale at moderate prices, in all languages, both Eu- 
ropean and Asiatic, together with copies of the 
Scriptures in the original and learned^ languages ^ 
and that the library to be formed for the use of the 
translators, consist of the original Scriptures, ver- 
sions in all languages. Lexicons arid Grammars of 
every description, and works on biblical literature 
and criticism. . » 

" The plan thus proposed was adopted by the 
unanimous resolution of the Corresponding Com- 
mittee, and, by their recommendation, it has re- 
ceived the sanction of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, through their Committee in London. 

** With what success this noble measure is likely to 
be attended, may in some degree be anticipated by 
the favourable manner in which its notification ap- 
pears to have been received. 

" The establishment of the Bibliotheca Biblica, 
for facilitating the diffusion of the Holy Scriptures 
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(says my Correspondent, under date March 1), has 
net with general approbation, and b now in rea^Ii- 
ness to be carried into effect Four thousand volius^Ees 
are collected in ten languages, tp be placed ia the 
Repository for sale; and lists will be circulated at 
eyery station, both in these priKvinces, and on tbt 
Coast, for orders. - 

** * With earnest hope the Committee look fQrwa:rd 
to the arrival of the supplies recommeiHled to be 
sent out from the Society, as it is probable in tbe 
course of the present year orders will be rec^ve^, 
from the roost distant stations, for Bibles both in the 
original and European languages/ 

•* I will only add one further extract, from the Re^ 
gulations4aid down by theCorrespQudingCommittea 
with regard to this magnificent establisbmeni. 

"« The Committee will not admit into the BretlO- 
THECA BiBUCA, for i^e. Bibles with commenfc^, nor 
will they allow religious books, ortractsof any kind^ 
to be exposed for sale, except the Reports of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society/ 

'' This regulation will, I trust, be considered, by 
all under whose eye it may come, as an additional 
evidence of the inviolability attached to the funda- 
mental rale of the Society on the part of its agents 
and supporters in eyery portion of the world, 
"lam, 

** My dear friend, 

" Yours very faithfully, 

'' JOHN OWER** 
TheJtev.JV.JDcaltTy. . \ ■ ^ 
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Lieat Gen. Hewitt Sicca Rupees* 2,000 

Lieut. Col. Carey , 200 

Sir John Roy ds. Knight 200 

Sir W. Burrows, Bart 200 

John Lumsden, Esq • ••••• 200 

Sir John D'Oyley 200 

J. H.Harrington, Esq 200 

G. Udney, Esq 300 

R. C. Plowden, Esq. 250 

J.ThomhiU, Esq ; 500 

A Lady, by the R«v. T.Thomason 600 

R. Downie, Esq 320 

Rer. J. Parson *. 800 

H. Martyn 200 

"I D. Corrie 200 

—T.Thomason... 200 

^ T. Thompson , 200 

D. Brown 200 

R. M. Bird, Esq , 200 

A Lady, by the Rev.D. Brown ,...*......« 150 

Mr. Templeton .« IdO 

•r— Myers • ]00 

Gardiner ^ 100 

-i^ Brandt tt 

Torkler 50 

1. Wallis 50 

— Da Costa , ,....^.,...... 150 

-^— - Hulleman «... , 100 

A Friend, by the Rev. D. Brown , 20O 

James Ale^cander, Esq. • 200 

Mr. Longsheeth «... 100 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryant I..... iiO 

W. Egerton^Esq \ , ,.,• 100 



* A Sicca Rupee is 2s. 3d; 
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A. 



No. 1. 
'From the Rev. Mr. ■ ■ ■■' , to the Rev. Mr. -^ — -— . 

April 23, 18Q0. 
THE Welsh Bibles are all sold, every copy. I ^pplied^ 
through the interest of a friend in London, for 300 ; but too 
late: the Bishop of St. Asaph applied on the same day in 
vain. Soon after they were pubUsl^ed> I informed my good 
Bishop what reception they met with ; and intimated a suspi- 
cion that the whole edition would be too few to supply the 
country. He thanked me for the pleasing aceount I gave 
him of the grateful Welsh, as he called them, and said <^ that 
I might depend upon his endeavours to procure them a fresh 
supply of Bibles.'* Last Tuesday I wrote a long pressing 
letter to his Lordship on the subject^ earnestly begging his 
interest to procure a new edition. Now lef Welsh prayers 
further the business, and prevail • 



; No. 2. 

From the same to the same. 

j^ril 30, 180O. 
I HAYS received my good Bishop's answer to my late 
applioation to hina; be says; ^^I hav^ daw aH J €oul4 
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tespecting the Welsh Bibles, and shall always b^ glad to fom 
ward what you wish* I wrote to Dr. Gaskin^ lately upon 
the subject, but whether I can be of any further service I 
know not.** 

That a great deference will be paid to a Bishop's appli-r 
cation is unquestionable : but in order to make sure work of 
it, I wish his application to be seconded immetUaiefy by others 
from the principality, and by some of the Welsh Bishops, if 
it is practicable. Have you any acquaintance in the country 
of influence with any of Uie clergy, that would lay a iair 
BUtement of the case before the Bishop of St. Asaph m 
particular? In my opinion, ^ proper and pressing appli- 
cation made now immediately, would be more likely to suc- 
ceed, than in the course of a few years to come ; especially as 
the business is already opened by a Bishop, a;nd a full proof 
given ih€t the last edition was far too feuf to supply the 
fountty* Ceuld yoa stir any of the ScM^-Wales warn to 
prevail with the Bishop of St. David's to act 2 The mom the 
^tter $ for k is a great undertaking, and the Siociety HIq^ toi 
give themselves consequence. 



No. 5. 

From the same to the same^ 

June \% ISOQ. 

My friend • has been lately to visit his friends in Car- • 

i^iganshire, and is just returned. At my desire, he made 
particular inquiry respecting the Welsh Bibles, atid found 
that next to none went to tha.t country, and that people every 
where inquired anxiously after them, and lamented that they 
could not get any supply ; so that it evidently appears that 
the last edition went but a little way towards supplying the 
wants of all Wales, and, as far as I can learn, were very 
|mrtiadly distributed. Ttmi I ask, sho«ld not somettMiig be 
done, an4 imn«diately! I h&ve written «o my Biriio^ iM 
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^ Id the S<jft\etf i iiiice tbefi> I got a friend to ttll on Dr. 
OaskiD^ to Mk if they htd ajliy htention of publishing 
mnotNr €ditioh. fhe $iAk^t Was ' ife^ we tuwe mt.\ Stifl 
if the clergy in Wales were to petition their Bishops to apply^ 
I have no hesitacidn to say it would be done# I desired — ^ 
loAskfhose be inet vnth in the souths whether they were 
filing to do thisf-^they all Siid^ yeS^ And this^ I think, 
rtiould be the first stqf>^ and done without delay ; for the So^ 
tictyarv exceedingly rich ; #)ify ttv mast dance attendmc^ long 
before they do any thing. If this plan fails^ wonld it not 
answer to Mr. Jones^ thie printer^ at Cbester> to publish an 
edi^n in laifps ]9mo.; such ds the London Society sell fof 
^49 which perhaps he could afford for 46v 6d# or 5s. Tbesd 
would be large enough for all but aged people^ In case th^ 
printer thought the imdertaking too great, tould not a com-» 
pany be forme<l in Wales to take the business on themselfetf 
(and permit me to linswer for tbe expenses of one or two 
hundred coptes)> and sell tbem at prime bost) Or if thitf 
will not be thought an eligiUe plan, suppose we set a collect 
lion on foot through England and Wales, in order to prinf 
a cheap edttionfor the apcommodation. of the poor^ and sell 
to those who can afibrd to pincb^m^ at an adiraneed price. 
Some of my friends amongst the clergy in this country have 
urged' me to undertake this method, and promised their assis* 
tance ; and they had no doubt it was very practicable, even in 
these trying times. The disposal of the whole edition would, 
upon thb plan, be in our poyrer, which would be no small 



accommodation! 



No. 4 

From the same to the same4 

Juiy^, IMO. 
I flAvtt wrote to some of my friends amongst the clergy in 
C^ardigdnshtre axtd Carmarthenshive, recommendki^ to them 
fo fin on some leading persofi to €b«w up # peAlioti Co^ their 

as 
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^iihop^ signed by air the clergy of their neighbourhood, request- 
ing him to apply to the London Society for a fresh supply of 
Bibles, and have received the most flattering answers, promising 
to exert themselves to the uttermost of thei r power in this 
busmess. The Society are very rich: therefore, I feel no 
delicacy in pressing them ; but the dearness of paper at this 
time, I fear, will be made a material objection. Promising to 
take a considerable number off their hands immediately, will 
be no sort of inducement for them to print : they are ahive 
all that, being so rich. 

Mr. Jones, the printer, ai Chester, is willing to undertake 
an edition, on condition that 1,500 are paid for as soon as 
printed; and he engages to sell for 3s. (Id. or perhaps for 
ds. 4d. the same sort as the Society sells for 3s. But I think 
he must mean unbound. The binding will be a billing more, 
at least. 

In case the Society can be prevailed upon ta undertake an 
edition some time iiereafter, yet, so far as I can be able at 
this distance to judge, an edition of 3,000 or 4,000 might be 
sold before the Society's comes otit. Biit of this matt^ you 
are far more competent to judg^. The nature of the case 
requires considerable exertidns, which I dare say you will not 
be wanting to bestow. 



- No. 5. 

From the same to the same. 

July^Oj 1809. 
We have long talked about another edition of Welsh 
Bibles, which I doubt oot is greatly wanted, in South Wales, 
in particular. J have repeatedly tried the Society for pro" 
moiing Christian Knowledge, through the medium, of my 
friends,, men of influence, and found thai no further help is 
to be expected from thetn now $ they gave a decided answer 
' more than twice over. The busi|:ie8S should not be ^vea 
up ; f^r it ''may be accQmpJish^ with a little faithfulness 
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and exertion, without much labour, upon this F>1an, Let 
there be three or four faithful men appointed m each, county, 
to collect subscribers' names, and receive their subscription* 
money, and to deliver the books when ready, for 6s, 4 
piece I (only the two Testaments in 8vo.) half to be paid at 
the time they subscribe^ and the other half when they receive 
the books. Let there be a collection made sufficient to 
enable us to let the poorer sort have a Bible for S^. and those 
who have no money, gratis. X have no hesitation to say, 
that a sufficient sum for Isuch a purpose might soon be 
obtained. Suppose we print 7,000 copies ; and sell 2,000 at 
6s., 4,000 al 3s., and give 1,000 copies away gratis. Upon 
this plan, we shall want only QOO/. to make up the defi^ 
ciency, upon the supposition that 6s. per copy will pay 
the printer and binder^ and carriage ; which doubtless will 
be enough ; for paper will soon be reasonable in price : and 
this 900/. could soon be gathered by a few ministers. I have 
no objection to any improvement of the plan that you or any 
other shall point out« 

As soon as you gather all the subscribers you can find, 
in every corner of the principality, then begin to collect for 
the fund that we shall want. In England we may begin as 
soon as the plan is finally fixed upon, in order that we may 
find money to purchase paper with. 

But the grand difficulty is yet to come. Where can we 
find a sufficient number of men to distribute the Bibles with 
impartiality, in the fear of God ? Every one has his relative, 
his favourite, his pious kind neighbour j these must be fa- 
voured at the expense of justice and mercy, against conscience 
and against duty. 

If this business is seriously. taken in hand, the plan, must 
be well matured, and faithfully executed ; and we must try. 
not to accommodate any particukr sort, but all men that want 
Bibles, and upon the terms they can aSbrd. 
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B. 



Extracts from the Mimdet of the British and Fot^i^n 
Bible Society. 

ON the l8t of November, Mr. Charles thus writes; 

«« I have sent you onepartof the Bible, as correct, I believe^ 
AS T can make it. My assistants left me last week. Since 
then I have gone over it all myself the second time, and 
have made some additional corrections which escaped our 
notice the first time. In correcting the press, more may be 
observed j but none^ I believe, of any consequence. I have 
really bestowed upon it every attention in my power, and 
spared no pains or labour to send the Committee a correct 
copy. I have particularly examined every word, every letter^ 
and every stop. I have compared eight different impressions 
together, in the Welsh language, and three in Engli8h> 
deemed correct ones, to help me to fix the stops, the placing 
of which, in some instances, materially affects the sense. I 
found some words onaitted in this impresssion (that of 1 799) 
which have been replaced; others were changed through 
carelessness, which have been duly restored. The stops ia 
general we found properly placed, more so than in any other 
impression. In those we have altered, we had the English 
copies for our guides. The alterations in the spelling consist 
mostly in the omission of one of two letters, where one was 
quite sufficient; as hyny instead bf hynny, &c./ We 
found the negative prefix di often put where the prepositive 
dy ought to have been. This error we have corrected in very 
many instances. The remaining parts shall be corrected uni- 
formly with this, and I hope eyery part will be rdady long 
before it is wanted.'* 
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N. B. In this letter Mr. Charles also notices the exertions 
of the Bishop of Bangor in his diocese^ in behalf of the So- 
ciety. His Lordship had sent off the plans transmitted to 
Mr. Charles -to the Rural Deans, and instructed them to soIici| 
the benefactions of the well disposed to the views of the 
(Society. 

Nov. 6, Mr, Tarn writes to Mr. Charles : 

** In behalf of the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, I beg leave to communicate their warmest ac- 
knowledgments to yourself and friends for your diligent at- 
tention to the correction of the Welsh copy of the Bible, 
which came safely to hand yesterday. 

^^ The Committee fully approve of the remuneration made 
by you to one of your assistants ; and as you have - been 
put to some expense for their board, they purpose making 
you an acknowledginent, when they have the pleasure of 
teeing you. 

*^ An answer has been received from the Syndicate, who 
have accepted the order of the Committee; but as their fiir# 
naces, &e. for the stereotype, are not so forward as they ex* 
pected, it will be unneceassMy for you to use esc/raordinary ex« 
ertion in correcting the other parts j; although there is no 
doubt but wl^n the necessaiy preparations are completed, they 
will proceed rapidly.'* 

December 3. Read a letter from the Rev. Thomas Charles, 
declining any pecuniary remuneration for his services in pre- 
paring the copy of tb^ Welsh Bifa^les^ 
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From the Records of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

No. 1. 

From the Lord Bishop of London to Lord Teignmouth. 

My Lord, Fidham, Jan. 10, 180$. 

I HAVS the honour of enclosing to your Lordship a letter 
I have just received from Dr. Gaskin, Secretary to the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge ; and also an extract of 
a letter from Mr. Roberts, a respectable Welsh clergyman, to 
him. The facts he states are, without -- <k>ubt (if correctly 
stated), of considerable importance; and I think your Lord- 
ship wiH agree with me, that the-first step should be to put a 
stop to any further progress in the edition and the distribution 
of it, till strict inquiries are made into all the circumstances 
of the case, which certainly deserve very serious consideration. 

I have the honour to be^ &c» 

No. 2; 
Ff^om Dr. Gaskin to the Lord Bis/wp of London. 

My Lord, Barileti*s Buildings^ Jan. g, 1805. 

I TRANSMIT the enclosed extract to your Lordship, by 
direction of the Society for promoting* Christian (knowledge, 
and have further to add*, that Mr. Roberts is a very respec- 
table clergyman, and an eminent Welsh scholar, and was 
employed by our Society in correcting the press of our last 
Oxford edition of the Welsh Bible arid Prayer Book^ to 
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which be had been recommended by :tbe. Principal of Jesus 
CoHege. This communication is directed to be made to tbe 
several Bishops whose names appear as Vice-presi^nts of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. • 

I am, my Lord, &c. 



No. 3. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. John Roberts to 
Dr. Gaskin. 

December 3\^ \B0^. 

I rWOULD now . beg leave to trouble you with an article 
of intelligence, which I think demands serious notice : The 
Society established with the designation of the ^^ British and 
Foreign Bible Society," is now about to print an edition 
of the Bible in tbe Welsh language. But (horrendum est 
dictu) it will be an edition that will do much harm. The 
orthography of the copy prepared for the press is very much 
changed and altered, and makes the language a different 
dialect from that of the Bible in present use. I judge of it by 
the specimens which I hare seen in some other Webb publi- ^ 
cations. This measure I consider pregnant with many bad 
consequences, and methinks should not be suffered to be 
carried into effect. It is ^ an innovation that I am sure will 
not«be approved of by the worthy Bishops who have entered 
their names as Vice-presidents to the Society. Were they 
made acquainted with it,* I do believe that the evil may 
be nipped in the bud. I have, therefore, taken the liberty of 
troubling you with this account of it, as I think you may 
have an opportunity of communicating it to their Lord- 
ships. 

•^The present orthography of the Welsh version of the Bible 
has been thought, for centuries, not only unexceptionable but 
a model of purity and correctness, and considered as the 
e^blished standard of criticism and pure language. Any 

b 
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^epartofe firom tbit naticnuU* ttaotdard wHl be parlloiaii^ 
inconvenient to the public. The vbok caie of the edition 
IB qnetticmy I underitend^ bM been cooimitted to two kad« 
ing characters among the Metbodntty and tbia new ieiyst^iti 
of orthography is introduced by tbem : and I cannot help 
thinking that the Society is misled in the execution of its 
charitable designs. Pocket Bibles are not so much wanted 
as Bibles with large type^. This new edition seems more 
intended. for the use of children and itinerant preachers than 
that of Christian families. 

No. 4. 

From Lord Teignmouth^ to the Rev. Mr. Owen, 

Dear Sir» ClaphamfJanuarg }o^ 1805^» 

Thb enclosed, from Mr. Agutter^ I received yefiiterday, an^ 
the ^bers, from the Bishop of iioadon, tbis morning. Mr^^ 
Roberta maybe right in hisopinionofretainitig the ancient 
Ortbograpby ( judieen^t periti) ; but a mere alteration in it will: 
not justify bis •apprehensions or insinuaiionSm Ifyoudiidk 
it necessary to have an earlier meeting than usual, for the 
pui'pose of takiiig the bus'mess into eonsideratioo, I cte 
attend any day next week ; but I suppose 4be edition as pot 
so far advanced as to make this necenary. At M events, 
you will ^ree wicb me iv^ tbe propriety of laying the papers 
before tbe Connxiittee at their next meeting* 

I could say much upon the business, l»ut I veserve my opl* 
nioa for^a verbal commiinicatipn with jtm. 

I am» Ice. 

No. 5. 
From the Rev. Mr. Agutter to Lord Teignmouth. 

My Lord, A$ylnmf Jan. Qy \QX^ 

I TARB the liberty of addressing your Xj>r4ship» beciHise I 
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• 

>«ice w«s honoured with a ktter from your Zjordib^ in favour 
df the Bible Society. 

A letter was reftd yesterday at the Society for promoting 
Cfarntiaa Knowledge^ from a elergyman in W^Ies^ who is 
peculiarly well conversant in that language, that in the new 
■edition of the Bible in Welsh very unwarrantable liberties 
«re taken in altering the tnmslation. ^ this there can be 
no authority | aad it has already excited a prejudice againit 
tbe dMgns of the Sodety. Perhaps some akerations mtghl 
be desirable^ yet without an adequate authority it would esta^ 
t>lisb a dangerous precedent. 

I have the honour to be^ &c* 



No. 6. 

From Lord Teignmouth to the Rev. Mr. Owen. 

Dear Sir^ -Clapham, Jan. Ql, 1805. 

I HAD the pleasure of writing to you on Friday last^ direct- 
ing my letter to Fulbam^ not being appri^d thai you were 
At Cambridge^ and not likely to return before the end of the 
month. My letter contained one from the Bishop of London^ 
with a letter sxidressed to him irom Dr^ Gaskin^ enclosing 
^nc from a clergyman of Walcs^ I think of the name of 
Roberts. The latter complains of the alterations proposed to 
be made in the orthography of the edition of the Welsh Bible 
to be published by the Bible Society, and has been com- 
municated by a resolution of the Bartlett*s Buildings' Com- 
mittee to 4iU the Bi^ops our Vice-presidents. He may, for 
what I know, be right, and I promised the Bishop the matter 
should undergo a full examination and discussion ; but I 
think the terms of the complaint somewhat violent, and the 
mode of communication by the Bartlett's Buildings' Society^ 
aot very friendly. We want only to know the truth, and to 
do what is right. I could not, from my own recollection^ 
isrform the Bishop of the state of the tase^ but it may be pru- 
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dent to adopt hit reconnnendatioQ^ not to commence tbe 
printing until the matter has been fully investigated. I 
think all that was proposed was to correct the ortho- 
graphy, which Mr. Roberts violently, opposes, with sonie 
insinuations about Methodfets. K my letters have been 
forwarded to you, they will explain the whole matter ; and 
I should be glad to have your sentiments, with information 
as to the state of the printing ; and if so, I must request die 
fkvour of you to return them to me, that they may be 
laid before the Committee neirt Monday. If they are de- 
posited in your house at Fulham, I must get them backj 
but an oxiet mliy be necessary, perhaps, for the delivery of 
the packet, which is addressed to you, as Secretary to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. I shall address this to you 
at Cambridge, in the same way, and I will beg the favour of 
an answer to tt 

I am, &c^ 

No. 7. 

Extract of a Letter from the Hev. Mr. Ozven/ to 
Lord Teignmouth, 

My Lord, Kinffs QoUege^ Camlfridge, Jan. 15, 180^. 

The proposition subm^ted to thC' Committee, on the 
part of the Rev. Mr* Charles, of Bala, was to accept of a 
copy of the last Oxford edition of the Welsh Bible in a 
corrected form. He assured the Committee, by letter, that 
the errors in that edition were very numerous ; and that be 
.bad, with the assistance of two Welsh clergyijcien, cor«r 
rected the errors of tbe preas, aqd aipeoded the oribograpby, 
by striking out many superfluous consonants. 71ie:Com^ 
mittee could see, no wisdom in rejecting a proposition wbidi 
promised to facilitate their labQUF$, a^ produce a greater 
degree of correctness in their edition than had been found 
in the preceding ones. They therefore enjoined their Secre- 
tary to write to theSyndicif of the Cambridge University pressi 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Appendix C. xiii 

to know how far such a propositioa would be acceptable to 
thetn^ or whether they, had any alternative to propose^ 
No decisive answer was returned to thb letter. The Secre-' 
tary^ therefore^ made it part of his' business, immediately 
upon his arrival at Cambridge, to inquire for the defi- 
nitive answer of the Syndics to the proposition of the So- 
ciety. The substance of that answer was, that the Syn- 
dics being equally interested with the Society to render 
their stereotype edition correct, would be glad to print 
from the best copy which the Society could procure for that 
purpose. 



No. 8. 

From Lord Teignmouih to the Rev. Mr. Owen. 

Dear Sir, Clapham, Jan. \6^ IS05^ i 

I THANK you for your ready acknowledgment of my 
letter, and hope to receive your further remarks, when 
you have seen the papers which I transmitted to yonr 
address at Fulham ; but I will be obliged to you to return 
them to me, by the post of Friday, that I may have them 
on Saturday; otherwise they will not be in time for die 
Committee on Monday. I am unfortunately precluded from 
attending it, as I must attend a general county meeting of 
Lieutenancy at Epsom* ^ . 

Mr. Macaiilay has had some conversation with Mn 
Charles, and I find the alterations made by him to be as 
follows : Typographical errors, orthographical . mistakes, 
and the insertion of passages omitted. Mr., Charles, with 
hir assistants, examined seven or eight editions' of the Weldk 
Bible, and found the last printed the least jcorrect. It con- 
tained an innovation by the introduction of a J (which the 
Welsh language does not possess, I understand), to express 
Jehovah, and Mr. Charies followed the older editions in 
omitting it. He laid it down, as a fundamental prin«^ 
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fipk» not to change the trtosbiittiu Mr. Maoaohtf h«g 
4«Mred bim to put down what be hat . done m writhig. We 
beve, I think^ a good case, but I am <^vi lo aay eonfieli<«* 
i rather apprehend an unneceasary alarm has been raised*. 



No. a 

From Lord Teignmoutk to the Chairmtin of the 

Committee. ' * 

Dear Sir^ Clapham, Jan. 19, 1805. 

Tub necessity of my attendance at a general meeting of 
the lieutenancy of the County of Surrey, convened by my 
particular direction, will deprive me of the pleasure of meeting 
the Committee on Monday next. I must, therefore, beg the 
favdor of ycu to lay bdbre them the enclosed copy of a letlet 
firom the Rev. X Roberts to Dr. Giakiti, ^a note of Mr« Agat^ 
ler to iv€5 and a letter which t received from MnOwen in 
reply to one from me on the subject c^ the above. 

There are some passages in Mr.Roberts'a letter which de 
not merit a momentary notice from the Committee) but tbd 
part which requires attention, ia a strong protest agwinat the 
oorrected edition of the Webh Bible, proposed to be pablirii- 
4d by the Society^ A copy q£ it was sent by Dr^ G^askin ^ 
the Bishop of London, who commimioated it to me : that 
copy, with Dr. Graskin's letter to the Bishop, is with Mr.Se- 
cretar)' Owen, and the copy now enoloskl w£» forwarded i^ 
Pr. Oaskin to the Bishop of St. David's. 

The Committee will, I doubt not, concur with me in opi^ 
ition, that t^e subject of it should imdergo the fullest exami** 
nation; and^ in the interim, that the printing of the Welsh 
Bible should be sttspoided. 

' In the publication of the WelA pifale;, the Committee most 
properly constdere4'it thieir duty to make the new edition. b% 
correct as possible^ and^ con£ding in ^.j moment and abiiit< 
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^^Mr« ^alrk^ lhey:aecq)ted bisasstttttice in pcepftrjngi 
Aat edition for the press* The zeal and assidtiity ^hh whieb 
that gentleman has discharge the task, are entitled to the 
grateful acktiowledgnientt of tlie Committee ; bat the pro^' 
priety of bis emendations (as far as orthography ts cotieemed) 
has bec*i qu^tioned by a clergyman of respects^ility, whoi I> 
am informed, superintended the very edition which Mr.Chadea 
has corrected; and the Committee of a society which Ametv-i 
edly bdlds a high place in the public estimation, has given iti 
sanction to the objections of Mr. Roberts. Its opinron wiU 
naturally have great weight, and may have a prejudicial inflow 
ence on the interests and success of our society, if they should 
persevere in printing the Welsh Bible without a full conside- 
ration of those objections. , Tl?ey would, indeed, have merited 
the attention of the Committed if they had come before them 
in any other mode ; and this observation naturally suggestfi 
the propriety of the minutest investigation of the emendations 
proposed, and of the objections stated. It cannot fail to do 
credit to die caddowf iww4 imp^urtiality pf tbe Committee, and 
iheir final determination, whatever it may be, can then -be 
made with confidence^ 

Admitting tb^ judgment of the Committee to be fully satif^ 
fied with the alterations i»^de by Mr^ Charles, su<?h a coiivic- 
tion would not be sufficient to authorise the printing of the 
Welsh Bii^ with those alterations at present. The effect of 
them, we are told by Mr. Roberts, is to make the language a 
different dialect fi*om that <^ the Bible at present in use, and 
that any departiire from the established orthography will be 
particularly inconvenient to the public, Mr. Roberts, indeed, 
appears to have form^ his opinion on the supposed altera*^ 
tions without having seen^em, and to judge from other spev 
cimens of novel oithografdiy ; but it would be idle to repel his 
objections by web a remark ; it is more becoming, in my opi- 
nion, 'tomeetibem fairly, examine them coolly and impartially, 
s^nd thu3 ascertain their validity, in a firm resolution to yield 
to them, if valid* Till this examination be made, we shall 
not be properly qualified either to maintain or renounce the 
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(Hopoted amendments, and rtili lea to sUtiaty the pubiic mind 
(an ohjcct of the greatest impoctance at all tioie^ and moat 
peculiarly »o on the present oceaaion), if ultimately it should 
be thought ad vtf able to pr'mt the Bible in iu ammded form* 

I eouU say nwre on the occa»on, but I should prpbably 
only anticipate what will occur to others. I shall dicrefore 
atity say, that if I could have had the honour of attend'mg the 
CcMomittee on Monday, I should have suggested the pro- 
priety of appointing a special Committee fDr making this in- 
vestigation. I shall be very willing, for. my own part^ to as- 
aiitatit. 

I am^ &c. 



No. 10. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Owen to the 
Chairman of tfie Committee. 

King*s College, Cambridge^ Jan. ig, 1805. ' 
I BEO leave to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Committee, the result of my communication with the Syndics 
of the University pres^ on the subject of the Welsh text. 

Having laid before them the difficulties which had been 
started by Mr. Roberts, and the objection made to Mr.Charles's 
system of correction, I found them disposed to concur with 
roe in opinion, that some referee, of competent knowledge and 
character, should be resorted to, in order to decide between 
the parties. They have, upon inquiry^ discovered a gentleman 
whom they would recommend to the Committee f6r that pur- 
pose. TTiis person is the Rev. Walter Davies, of Myford, near 
Welsh Pool. He is said to be a very conaiderable. Welsh 
scholar, and a man of general erudition. Under the direction 
of the Syndics, I have written to this gentleman, in order to 
know whether he will undertake the trouble of comparing our. 
copy, as revised By Mr. Charles, with the last Oxford edition, 
as corrected by Mr. Roberts ; and upon receiving his answer, 
I shall lay it before the Syndics and the Committee. 
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It IS certainly of importance to the ititercsts of religion and 
literature, that our edition sbould have the benefit of the best 
correction. It is also of tio less importance to our public cha- 
racter, that we should authenticate our corrections by the most 
linsuspicious testimony. The propriety bf our corrections has 
been questioned, and that in terms of great seriousness and 
formality. The charge brought against us implicates at once 
the Committee of our Society, and the Syndics of the Uni- 
versity press. The mode of art)itration, therefore, to which I 
liave adverted, appesirs the only crp'edient to which ,both the 
parties irapKcated can have recourse, as well to satisfy tkeir 
cwa minds as t<^ silence the complainants. 



No. 11, 

From the Rev. Mr. Davies to the Rev. Mr. Oweiu 

Hev. Sir, ' Fet.4, 1805. 

Your favour of the 19th of January, owing to some delay 
or other, did not reach me till yesterday, February 3d. It is 
necessary I should mention this circumstance, that I might 
not appear to neglect a matter of so great importance as the 
subject of your letter. • 

I have some years ago paid a good deal of attention to the 
different editions of the Welsh Bible. It is generally agreed 
that the translation has great merit; few languages being so 
constructed as to come so near the originals. The octavo 
edition of 1746 is allowed to be an improvement on those 
preceding it. Its duplicate, in 1 752, was more n^lected. In 
the last Oxford folio edition, more innovations were adopt- 
ed than in any prior edition since that of Bishop Parry. These 
innovations were pointed out to the late Dr. Bagot of St. 
Asaph, and to the present Bishop of Oxford, and they were 
accordingly avoided in the following octavo edition, pub- 
lished by^the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, in 
(the year 1801. Corrections and alterations in the arthogr4'« 
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pby of any languag«9 whca founded on 8uh»tanttal authorkf, 
nwQr b^ tolerable in profane history ; bat by introducing in- 
x>ovationaf y^rl^l or literal, into the •i^:red code, the critic 
meddle^ wit|i e4g^*toolf. The common people^ formmg pro- 
bably the ouyoifity of the Scripture readerSf teeing alterations 
adopted, withoi^t i>eing qualified to judge of their merit, may 
thereby bo M ivito endleti aeries of ^bubta.and difficulties. 

However, I oar^not pres^me to ju^e of the merit of 
the corrections you motion in your Utter, without aeeiiig 
them. I premised this much, to shew that I am rather 
^iasaed against innovations in the translation of tho Scrip- 
tures, for the rery strong reasons just now mei\tiaBe(L 
Giant Johnson shrunk at the idea of attempting to change 
the orthography of the English language, though evidently 
standing more in need thereof than the Welsh; and that 
chiefly because in the Welsh alphabet every character is 
^apressed by a simple sound, which never varies and is 
never mute. 

I cannot w^ll guess what the alterationa in the orthogr^r 
|diy you mention conaist of. The style is so simple, yet 
^dsf ant, that I think it cannot be ii^opfoved. Hie dialect i^ 
the N^rth-^Walian^ adopting a termination of verba of thjB 
third p^rspn singular that is peculiariy South-Waliao. 
This termination, by analysis of language, may probably 
be fou94 1|(> be th<e mof t natural, and that it was npi h(iHily 
espied l>y tl>e learned traiji^ators, and conseqtiently should 
npt b^ hastily displaced. • 

1 hav-^ al\yays r^jgretted n^y watnt of knowing H^rcw^ 
Can Hebrew pronunciajkion be so. vagu^ as to account 
ntfhy several H^br^w proper names 9ist not wri^l^n .or pro<^ 
oounced ^xwtly i^ike in ^cai^ly any Iwp of thj^ livipg 
bnguagiesri ]f tjbe English trai^a^n fixMn die H^ev 
retains A BJniilarity c^f sound in thj^ proper Q^M^aes, why doci 
ibe Wefeh differ so iiiu(?h ?-r*«*. fcr i^«taiK€ ; 
Ad^^», . . .^ . ♦ A4d% 
I>av,id - - - • - -Dafydd 

fXn^\^ ^ ^ • • , . Elijii 
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£li3ha -----* Eliseufi 

Ahasuems - - - ^ Ahaaferus 

Ismh - - - * 4 - Esay 

Egypt •••*-.* Aipbt 

Nebuchadnessar - Nabuchodonosor. 
It may riot be worth while to place the fbrmet* itif tead of the 
latter in the book of Dartiel. Was not Nabuchodonosor the 
grandfatfier of Nebucbadne:fcsar> sarnamed the Great ? 

These alight alterations may have been adopted by tra^sla* 
tors to preserve peculiarity of idiom. la the New Testameaty 
ako, they are somednies to be found. Home is opposed by 
Rhttfain ; but nothing passes the English James for Jaoobus« 
However^ the originality of Hebrew names mtmM to be better 
vpreserted m the Welsh Scriptures than in several soriptoral 
tracts in that language^ wl^re Moses is rendered Moysen ; 
Soilomon^ Seiyf ; &c« 

If you will send the corrected Welsh copy to me by the 
Shrewsbury mail> I shall return it as soon as possH^^ and at 
the same tiine submit sonie obsenratbns for your further con^ 
stderation.. It would n^t be (necessary) to send oie i coply o£ 
the fast Oxford edition as it stood> for I have dne by m^ 
already. I remain^ &c. 



No. 12. 

Extract of a Letter frotrk the Bev, Mr^ Roberti td 
Mr. Thomas Smith. 

DymercMon^ near St. Asaph, fW. U> IMd. 
I 'tHTNK Uiose alterations which do not affect the meaning 
of words very exceptfomble^ as they ivill hav^ a tendency ta 
create a new and unnecessary dialect^ and conseqliei^tly grieat 
confusion in the language of the country s but I cfai^ ofar* 
ject to a principle of raiiical mutation^ which' will ah^ ^d 
change iShit original acceptation of words in all the books and* 
Bibles which we have in present use» Though it consbts inf 
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nothing more than changing the use of a single Vowel^ yet a^ 
it involves questions of negation and sffinnation^ and the 
greatest distinction in ideas which words can express I cannot 
help viewing it as a measure very pernicious in its conse- 
quences. 

* An adverbial particle^ di, is now used in composition as ail 
augmentative and negative prefix. Our innovators propose to 
express the prefix that enhances the signification of words by 
using the vowel y instead of i^ and the particle dy instead of 
4h And consequently strip. dt of its present augmentative force 
in composition. The vowels t^mdy, in the Wel^ language^ 
have very different sounds, and will i)e soon the means ot 
prcxiucing the change and effect which our innovators desire. 
The i is pronounced Uke the English long 6 in we, and they 
somewhat like m in unto^ In oar present orthography, the 
prefix di is used as an augn\entative particle^ and, consequently, 
Aose words to which it is prefixed in that sense, wiU lose their 
presoot import "when the original acceptation of the prefix, is 
changed. Diddanjfdd, comforter; JHgofseddj hatred ; Digasog, 
hatefol; Diben, purpose,or intention $ Diolchamfwt give thauks i 
Digwyddfhen^ptB ; Dilyn, follow; Diangoly safe ; D'tfyr^ plea- 
sant, &c. have their signification enhanced by the prefix di^ 
but deprive it of its emphatic force, and confine it to a nega- 
tive idea, and you will give the words an opposite accepta-^ 
tion to what they i>ow have* If the conductors of the edition 
are consistent, and make alt the alterations which their prin- 
ciple requires, the words I liave now specified, and many 
more, will be wrested from their present station in the Chris- 
tian church, and will produce a misunderstanding betweei^ the^ 
old and the new Bibles. . The Sabbath day will then indeed be 
itk 7M. a day of pain. I shall not he able to look mt^ my Bible, 
or conduct the devotion of wjf congregaiumy without htvingmvy 
wind disturbed, end my fedmgs perpetually wounded. Uke 
the British constitution^ our Welsh orthography is already ^fixed 
and established: and any attempt to overthrow the one as well 
as the other, I think equally improper. The editions of Bishop 
Parry and Dr.Daviea I cofistdev as the stsmdard of our Iw 



■ Digitized by 



Google 



. Appendit C, xxi 

guage and ortbograpfhy.. I should be very sorry^ for ever so 
many religious reasons, the worthy Committee of the British 
and Foreign BibJe Society would sanction any departure from 
them. 

I believe I can venture to write, as a. matter of positive cer- 
tainty, that the proposed deviations will not be acceptable to 
the principality. 



No. 15. 
From the Rev. Mr, Charles to Mr. Tarn. 

Dear Sir, Baktj Aug^ 28, 1805. 

Thb Rev* W* Davies has this week retprned the parts of 
the corrected copy of the Welsh Bible, which I sent him by 
the desire of the Committee. A letter, enclosed, contained 
the following intelligence, which I here copy, though perhaps 
no manner of importance may be attached to it, as every thing 
is already settled unalterably with regard to the subject h« 
writes about. 

Mr. Davies' letter. 
. ^' Rev. Sir, — Some time ago you informed me that the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge had undertaken, 
to print 20,000 Bibles, and the hew Society as many, and 
both Societies taking the edition of 1746 as a copy. I do not 
know by what instigation the former Society has given the 
edition of 1752 to be corrected by three persons, whereof I 
have ^he honour of being one 5 Mr. Roberts, of Dymerchion, 
and Mr. Parry, of Llanasoph, are the other two. Indeed, I 
approve of the edition of 1752 more than that of 1746, as it 
has fewer circumflexes, and fewer inflexions of Hebrew and 
Greek names. I do not see the propriety of inflecting Hebrew 
and Greek names at all. Dafydd without changing to Ddafydd 
Nafydd, would bear it very wellj though it may, appear 
stranger in that name than jn any other 5 but ** un yn Nan," 
and " un yn Methel,'* &c. is intolerable.*— I hear Mr. 
W. O. is. now employed by the new Society to prepare the 
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eopy of 1 748 fmr the Canibridge pres«i \ hope he is not per^ 
mitted to meddle mih Miy ikmg in ii, save typograpbiol 
tiwrSf Ac." 

I add no refleolioiu of mf. own^ m thqr can answer no u8e^ 
fill purpose; bot I thon^ pcrba|^ the Committee for con- 
ducting the press should be apprised of what was going on 
respecting the Oxford edition of the Welsh Qible. I find 
great discordancy prevails respecting the orthography to be 
adopted. However^ I am glad we are likely to jiave plenty of 
Bibles, I would just observe, that the edition of 17^t was the 
copy from which the edition of 1709 was pinted^ all the 
errors of which it had copied. The copy of n9Qj which is 
the same as 17^t, I hafebyme^ very nearly completely looked 
over and corrected \ and the orltiogiliiiAiyy upon the wbol^ is 
preferable to the copy di ijAi. Howcfver, both are mielligi* 
ble, and both will have those who wiH patronia^ them, and 
therefore it is not material which id taken. Only^ as the two 
Bibles are now a printing! and wi)l appear in the country about 
die same time^ if the orthography had been exactly the samey 
perhaps it ^wouJd) have been. as well. With due respect to 
the Committee^ I am, &c. 

The diflTcrcnce.of orthography in the two edhions" will be 
evidently perceived by looking over my fbfmei* Statement. 
Sonie words are spelt better m the copy of 17^4§5 as dynia, 
brenin, gwlaw j and not dymma^ brephin, glaw. 



No. 14. 

From the Rev, Mr. Beynon to the Bishop ofSt.Z)avi(P/.j 

My Lord, Llandih, mayrit^, hSs.' 

I AM honoured with your Lordship's favour of f estetdaj^ ' 
date I and, iii answer to the inquiry therein conta^^d^ I b^ 
leave to say, that I consider the octavo edition 'of the Wehh 
Bible,^priated for the Society for' ptomotirtg Christiait Know^ • 
ledge in the year 1752, to be much the best edition to print 
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from^ though it wants the Apoorjrpha^wllicfa may be had from 
any other edition. That printed ox. Canbbridge in 1740^ it 
more complete, or full, than the above, but not nearly so cor- 
rect. — ^There were seven editions of the Welsh Bible printed 
in the course of the last century, five of which I am possessed 
of, and havfe deen the others; and having had frequent oc- 
casions to compare them, during a long series of years, I 
think your Lordship may rely on the opinion I give in favour 
of that of 1752. — 1 prefer this edition to any of the i[bIio8 
printed for the use of churches, for the following reasons. 

The edition printed in 1620, being the first of the improved 
translation, is pretty correct, though the orthography differs in 
some instaiices from the present ; but it is become so scarce 
that there are few, if any, perfect copies to be found. 

The Bible printed in I690, and now used iii most churches^ 
is a handsome volume, but there are many inaccuracies in it. 

A young gentleman of Jesus College . was curator of the 
press under the Oxford Delegates for the last folio edition, 
printed in 1789 > but he discharged this duty so carelessly, that 
he copied the errors of that of 1690, and added others of his 
own, not to mention his having altered the orthography of 
the Hebrew and Greek proper names, to make them corre- 
.spond with the Welsh idiom. 

This, not having been done in the former editions, has an 
unusual souud ; and the alteration was not well received either 
by clergy or laity. 

With regard to the mode of printing any future edition, I 
believe it is th^ general wish that no attempt may be made to 
introduce the new orthography adopted by Mr. Owen in bis 
Wdsh Dictionary, which, t anil persuaded, woold be nniver« 
sally disliked^ and would operate almost as a prohibition to 
read the Bible. 

The safiest rule would be, to follow strictly the orthography 
of the edition of 1753, which was printed in London under 
the eye of Mr« R. Morrb, of the Navy OflSce, who corrected 
the press with unusual care, and who, from his perfect know- 
ledge of the langua^^ was every wa^ qualified for the under- 
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taking. — I am sorry to hare trespassed so long on your Lord- 
sbip*8 attention^, and have the honour to be^ Sec. 

No. 15, 

From the Bishop of St. David's, V. P. to the Bishop 
of London, V. P, 

My Lordj Alergwilly, July 13, 1 805. 

I HAVE enclosed a letter from a clergyman of this diocese, 
verj' learned in the Welsh language, which contains material 
Information for the Committee of our Bible Society. I pro- 
cured the information for the Bishop of Bangor, at his request, 
who is a Delegate of the Oxford press. He thought Mr. Bey- 
noa*s opinion of consequence, with a view to the edition of 
the Welsh Bible printing at Oxford. It seems, therefore, not 
of less consequence to the Bible Society, and will probably be 
not unacceptable to those who are concerned in superintend- 
ing the edition of the Welsh Bible printnig, or to be priatedj 
for the Society. I am, &c. 

No. 16. 
From the Rev. Mr. Owen to Dr.Gashin. 

Rev. Sir, Fulham^ 1th Oct. 1805. 

Thb Lord Bishop of St. David's having communicated to 
the Ck)mmittee of the British and Foreign Bible Sockty some, 
information which his Lordship had received from the Lord 
Bishop of Oxford, relative to the Welsh edition of the Bible 
about to be printed by the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge; from which it appears that the edition of 1 752, 
and not the edition of 1746, would be ultimately adopted as 
the standard by that Society ; I am instructed, by the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, to request that 
you will have the goodness to acquaint them whether any re-*' 
solution to that effect has yet been, passed. 

I have the honpur to be, &c. 
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No. 17. 

From Dr. Oaskin to th^ Rev. Mr. Owen. 

Rev, Sir» Bartlei^s BwUdtng^, October 8, 1803. 

I AM instructed by ttie Greo^ral Comniiitee of the Society 

Jot promotbg Christian ifno^lcdge, in reply to your letter 

of the 7th inst«, to trafismit to you a copy of the Society's 

Resolution, respecting the proposed edition of the Bible in 

the Welsh Unguagi^. 

*^ Resolved, « JlforcA 18, 1805. 

^ ^^ ITiat a new edition of the ^ble, with the Apocrypha^ 
and Service and j&ipging Psalms, in the Welsh language, be 
printed for this Society, and pu}>lished, consisting of 20,00p 
copies, according to the pattern of th^ printed for the 
Society in 1799} including all that ihat-hook contains^ toge- 
ther with the (>diQation and Coi^secration offices id their 
proper place, as printed in the edition of 1746; and that 
the same be subject to the revision and approbation of the 
Bishop of Hereford, and of the Weldi Bishops, according to 
the Act of Uniformity ; and that such approbation be pre- 
^xed to the new edition.' ' 

I am, &c. 

No. 18. 

From Lord Teignmouth to the Bishop of St. David's. 

.My]L.ord, ClafhamjOct.29j\mb. 

Wh«k I had the honour, in July last, to receive, through 
the Bishop of JLondon, your Lordship's suggestion, that the 
^tion of the Welsh Bible of 1759 should be followed by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, in preference to that of 
1746, I mentioned my intention of communicating it to the 
Society, The apprehension which I expressed to your Lord- 
ship at the same time, that the progress made in printing 
the Welsh Bible might prevent the adoption of ywr Iiordr 

d 
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ship's recommendation^ appears to have been ill founded, 
and the matter is still open for d^ision. The resolution of 
the Bible Society, " to print from the edition of 1746/* was 
founded on the precedent of a similar resolution, which was 
understood to have been adopted by the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge. The propriety of a conformity in 
the editions of the Welsh Bible, to be circulated by the two 
Societies; the conviction that the selection of the best 
edition to be followed had received the fullest consideration 
of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, and that 
the resolution of that Society had the sanction of the Bishops 
who are members of it, were the reasons which induced 
the Bible Society to follow theit precedent. Upon refe- 
rence, however, to the resolution of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, it is not perfectly clear from it, that it 
was intended to adopt the edition of 1 746, although I have 
reason to believe it was so understood. 

The Bible Society, notwithstanding the intimation in the 
Report of the Committed to the subscribers at large, that it 
had been determined ^* to follow the example of the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, in printing from the 
edition of 1 746," would, therefore, I imagine, consider them- 
selves at liberty to adopt the suggestion of your Lordship, 
as it must be their wish to pay every respect to so high an 
authority^ But as the AcJ qf Uniformity subjects the Welsh 
Bible to the revision and approbation of the Bishop of Here- 
ford and the Welsh Bishops, it would, in my opinion, be 
most satisfactory to the Bible Society (considering the pre- 
ceding circumstances) if your Lordship would condescend to 
nominate some person or persons to prepare such a copy for 
the press as would be likely to meet your Lordship's appro- 
bation, and that of the other Welsh Bishops, a sanction which 
would preclude all possible objection. 

I venture to offer this suggestion to your Lordship, with- 
out any commpnicatioo with the Bible Society. It is 
dictated by an anxious wish to adopt the most unexception- 
fihlp mode of proceeding in a matter of 50 great importance } 
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tod this motive will, I trust, apologize for the liberty I have 
takeil in offering it to your Lordship's consideration. 

I have the honour to be,^ &c. 

No. 19. 

From the Bishop of SL David V to Lord Teignmoutk, 

My Lofd^ Durham^ Nov. 30, 1805. 

Since my last fetter to your Lordship,-! have heard from 
the Bishop of Bangor 3 from whose letter the following is an 
extract : , 

^^ I have taken much pains to collect the opinions of the 
most judicious clergy, both in my diocese and that of St. 
Asaph; with some of whom I have conversed personally, ii^nd 
corresponded with many more, in order to produce a text 
which might deserve the approbation of my brethren, the 
Bishops, with whom it appeared impracticable to coififer, 
without occasioning delays of much inconvenience, by any 
other means than by submitting the result of my inquiries 
to them.: which is, an unanimous advice to abide by the text 
of 175f, with the orthography of Dr. Davies in proper 
names. But it happens, upon examination, that the text of 
175s is far from being exempt from typographical errors. Two 
clergymen therefore have been some time employed in collating 
this, with a view to correct these errors ; when it is proposed 
to submit the text, book by book, to two more of acknow* 
ledged credit in this matter. Had we had the interval of two 
or three years before us, a Committee from the several 
dioceses in !Wales had been the more regular, and probably 
Ihe most approved plan. As matters stand, this seemed 
wholly impracticable.^' 

As your Lordship will, I am sure, be interested in any 
attempt towards the diffusion of religious knowledge, I have 
enclosed an abstract of the proceedings of a society esta* 
blished for that purpose, in the diocese of St. David's. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
d e 
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No. 20. 

Extract from the Minutes of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

" 1805. Feb. 4.— The Sqb-Committec apparated on the 
glBt irf JAnuary, having <k>mpleted their inquiries into the 
0Qb|ecl referred to them, now deliver ihtir Report to the Cora- 
nittee of the British and Foreigtt Bible Society. 

« In the first instance, however, they think it proper to 
reeapitubtc the cifcumstanees which occasioned their ip- 
|>ointment. 

<f It having bc«»i resolved that a wew edStioa of the Wefc^ 
Bible should be printed by the Society 5 and the Rev. Thoitfasi 
Charles, of Bflda, having been pointed out to the Corotoftt«e 
as fully competent, from his knowledge erf the Welsh lan- 
guage, to prq^are a copy for the press, be was, after sattA 
corretpondeace with him upon the subject, requested by the 
Committee to undertake it. It was al^ determined that this 
new edition shokld be printed at Cambridge, ottder the im* 
mediate sanction of the Syndics, whose credk, no less than 
that of the Bible Society, was concerned that it «hoaW be as 
€OD>plete and unexceptkyAifete as possftrfe 5 and an a^plicatioft 
was directed «o be made to the Syndics ftyr informatioA, 
whether it would be agreeable to Iherto !«> print ttee Welsh 
Bible from the Oxford copy, corrected hf Mr. Ch^les^ and if 
they would allow the Commitllee ^ nomthaie « person to 
correct the press. 

<< On the 01 St of Jantiielry nit. the Presidetit stated lo ik» 
Committee a communication made to biiti k^ the Lo^ 
3Bishop of London, in con^uenoe of a letter wirith fcad 
been addres^d to bis Lordship by the Rev. Dr. Gaskiti, Se^ 
eretary to the Society for pt-bmoting Christian Kn^^edgei 
This address was accompatiied by aneitlHkct Of a letter fron^ 
the Rev. Mr. itoberts, ststted to be * a very respectable clergy- 
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snail ami emit|iem tVeIdh scholar, who had been employed by 
that Society in correcting the press of the la«t Oxford Edition 
of the Welsh Bible/ The extract stat^, that in the edition 
of the Welsh BiWe preparing for the press by tjie Bible So- 
ciety, improper alteration had been made * in the present 
orikography of the Welsh versi&n, which had been thought for 
teniuries not only unexceptiondcble, but a model of purity and 
correctness^ and considered as the established standard qfcri- 
Hcism and pure language.' 

*^ It further appeared, that, by a resolution of the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, it was directed, that 
Mr. Roberts's letter should be communicated to all the 
Bishops, Vice-presidents xsf the Bible Society. 

*^ The Sub-Committee conceive it worthy of remark, that, 
although Mr. RoberU positively decides upon the merit of 
the Society *s proposed edition of the Welsh Bible, he had 
never seen it, nor any specimen of it, as he himself expressly 
declares. His words are : ^ It will be an edition that will 
do much harm. The orthography of the copy prepared for 
the press is. very much changed and altered, and makes the 
language a difierenjt dialect from that of the Bible in present 
use. I judge of it by the specimens which I have seen in 
some other Welsh publications.' 

« The Comiiritt^, however, upon the receipt of the Pre- 
sid6nf9 cdmmanications, from deferetice to the opinion of 
Mr. Roberta, under tiife sanction which it had received from 
.the Society fbr promoting Christian Knowledge; from 
respect to their Right Reverend Vice-presidents ; and, above 
ail, from an anxious desire that ^he edition of the Welsh 
Bible, to be piuMished by them, should be Kable to no just 
exception, imtantly resolved, that a Sub-Committee sfhould 
be apffoint^d for inquiring into it^e glt>ands of Mr. Roberts's 
obje<5tibnr 

" The Sub-Committee hare now, therefore, to report their 
own proceedings in consequence. ^ ., 

" Mr. Charles, in the first instance, was requested to ex^ 
plain the nature and extent of 4bose corrections which he 
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bad made m the Oxford edition of the WeUk Bibles ; an4 
he accordiagly submitted to the Sub-Coqaouttee ihe aceom* 
panybg Statement ^, which contains a full explanation of 
the rules by which he was governed in making such cor- 
rectionjB. 

<* From his communications^ the Sub-Committee under- 
stand he consulted eight editions of the Welsh Bible, all dif- 
fering from each other, more or less, in orthography, of whicb> 
as they were informed, there does not appear to he amy Jixed 
standard. The variations in the Oxford edition of 1799^ 
firom the orthography of former editions^ are by no means 
few; and the Sub-Committee having, by dieir own in- 
spection^ ascertained tl^is point to the extent staled here-^ 
under— 

1799. ' 1630. 1746. 

Genesis i. 5. ••• Bore •.... Borau Boraa. 

, ii. 1. ... Gorphenwyd.... Gorphennwyd .. Gorphemiwyd. 

4. ... dyma dymma ...•• dymma. 

^ xiv. 1. ... BrenhiQ brenin ...; breniti. 

1 Kings i. I. ... — i brenhin. ' 

Judges XV. I. ... Chaniattde ..••.... Chanhiadei — 

1 Sam. xvii* 36. Ammberchi .... Amherchi ........ Ambercbi. 

— for thdir further satisfaction, they requested Mr. Charles 
to collect other instances, which accompany his Statement. 

^^ These instances f, collected from the various editions of 
1630^ 171 7> 1746, and 1799^ shew the orthographicid varia- 
tions in each. 

^« Of the alterations in orthography made by Mr. Charles, 
in conformity to his rules, as far as they are connected with a 
knowledge of the Welsh orthography, the ^ub-Committee 
will not pretend to give an opinion ; with respect to other al- 
terations, they appear to the Sub-Committee to be authorised 
by the plainest Tules of criticism, and on this ground to-be 
not only expedient but necessary^ 

♦ Vide Appendix D. f Appendix D. 
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** The Sub-Cdmmittee, however, Jeave the decision on 
the corrections proposed by Mr. Charles to more competent 
judges ; but they feel a real satisfaction in being enabled lo 
«hew, that the confidence placed by the Committee. in Mr, 
Charles has been amply justified^ and that, whatever deter* 
mination may be made on the alterations proposed by him, 
they a>re not of a nature to confirm the strictures and suspi- 
cions of Mr. Roberts. 

*^ Resolved, That the above Reporti)e received. 

*^ That a copy of the above Report, including Mr. Charles's 
^Statement, be communicated to each of the Vice-presidents 
of this Society. 

>^ That a copy of the said Report and Statement be also com- 
municated to the Syndics of the Cambridge University press, 
who are finally to decide upon the merits of the copy, as cor-* 
rected by Mr. Charles, and proposed for adoption by this 
-Committee. 

^< Ordered, that the above Resolutions be communicated^ 
with the said Report and Statement/' 

*^ 1805. March 4. — ^Mr. Tarn reported. That, in compli- 
ance with the instructions of the last meeting, he had for- 
warded copies of the Report on the Corrections of the Welsh 
Bible, with the Statement, and Resolutions founded thereon, 
to the President, the Bishops who are Vice-presidents, the 
Secretaries, the Syndics at Cambridge, and to the Referee no- 
minated by them, together with the copy of ibe Welsh Bible 
to the latter ; but as the business of copying the Welsh State- 
ment is necessarily done by one person only, he has hitherto 
been prevented sending the Report, &c. to the other Vice- 
presidents, but expects to do it in a few days. 

** Read a letter from the Rev. John Owen, who, find- 
ing it impracticable to attend, enclosed several letters, and 
informed the Committee that he had, since the last meet- 
ing, written letters to accompany the Reports above-men«> 
tinned ; and had apprised the Syndics that Mr. Davies had 
Accepted the appointment as Referee, and that the copy was 
forwarded for his inspection. 
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«« Read a letter from the Rev* W. DaYies^ of Myfofi, near 
Welsh Pool, dated 4|h of February, 1805, accepting ibe- no- 
loioation a« a Referee, on the correetiom made by Mr. Charles 
in the copy of the Webh Bible*. 

•^ Read a letter from the Rev. John Roberts, of Dymer- 
ehion, near St« Asaph, assigning some reasons for prefienring 
his complaints on the supposed alterations in the Society'^ 
copy of the Welsh Bible to his Diocesan, rather than to this 
Committee ; and containing some criticisma on die Welsh 
orthography f. 

^' Resolved, That a copy of Mr. Roberts's letter, so far as 
relates to criticism on the Welsh language, be rrfbrred to 
the Rev. W. Davies and to the Rev. Thomas Charles re- 
spectively ; and that inquiry be* made of the former, as to the 
^nost eligible sizes for general use among Ibe inbabttanta^ of 
Wales. 

" Resolved, That Mr. Roberts be requested to furnish in- 
formation respecting the number and prices of ijie small edi- 
tions of the Welsh Bible mentioned in his letter, and where 
they are to be obtained ; together with his opinion as to their 
^correctness and execution. 

'< Resolved, Tl^at when the above information is received, 
khe same be submitted to the Sub-Committee, to whom tl^ 
business of the Welsh Bible was before refenred ; and that 
-they be requested to obtain such further information as can be 
•had upon that subject, and report tfaereon. 

*< Read a letter firom the Rev. Timothy Evans, of Uanla^ 
«dam-trefeglwys, near Lampeter, Cardiganshire, enclosing the 
sum of seven pounds, as a dotiaticm from himsdf .and his 
parishioners ; and expressing their joy on hearing of the for- 
mation of this Society, and corroborating the former testimo- 
nies, as to the want of Bibles in the principality." 

^ 1805.. March 18 J.-— Mr. Macaulay stKted, that the So- 
eiety for promoting Christian Kinowledge had con>e to a reso^ 

♦ Appendix C,No. 11. t Ibid. No. 12. 

X In Connection with these cxtracfe, vide Appendix C, Nos. IS, 14, 
J5, 16, 17, 18, 19. , 
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lution, at their last meeting, to print ari edition of ^OfiOO 
Welsh Bibk^^ of the crown 8vo, size, with Marginal Refe- 
rences, agreeably to the edition of 1746, to be sold, bound, 
at 2s. iKi* a copy. He further stated, that it appeared that the 
Act of Uniformity had made provision for the due authenti- 
cation of editions- of the Welsh Bible; it being enacted, that 
noeditionof the Welsh shall be printed, till it has been ap- 
proved by the four Welsh Bishops, and the Bishop of Here- 
ford^ or a m^ority of them. These circumstances being taken 
into consideration, it was 

** Resolved, That it be referred to the Sub^Committee for 
superintending the Welsh editions, to inquire into the exact 
nature of the provisions of the Act of Uniformity above 
referred to ; to consider' the propriety, also, of conforming 
the Society's edition to that which may be printed by the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge ; as well as whether 
it msf not be right to communicate to the persons -who are 
concerned in the printing or authorising of that Society's 
editions, such of those corrections made by Mr. Charles, as 
may bci thought material 3 to ascertain, likewise, the opinions 
of the Syndics of the Cambridge University press on the sub- 
ject, atid to report thereon to this Committee at their oext 
meeting. 

** TTie Rev. Mr. Owen reported that he had received a 
letter from the Bishop of St. David's, acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the Sub-Committee's Report, with the Statement and 
Resolutions on the subject of the Welsh edition ; and express- * 
ing his Lordship's entire approbation of the manner of re- 
ference which this Committee had adopted.'' 

" 1805. April 1.— Read the following Report of the Welsh 
S4ib*Committee : 

*^ * Your Sub-Committee having taken into consideration 
the odier subject referred to by the General Committee, and 
having examined the Act of Uniformity, and an Act of the 
5th of Elizabeth,, for printing Welsh Bibles, by which it ap- 
pears,^ that the Bishops of Hereford, St. I>avid*s, St. Asaph, 
Bangor, and LlandafT, or any three of them, and their sueces-* 
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watSy are authorised and empowered to new» pemse^ and 
allow, the translation of the Bible into the Welsh tongue ; 
and it appearing that the Act remains still in force with re- 
spect to subsequent editions ; 

<< * Your Sub-Committee deemed it adTisafakto state theae 
points to the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press, 
with a view to obtain their determination upon what atepa 
they would choose to take respecting the edition oi the Welsh 
]^ble to be published by this Society. In reply to which ap* 
plication, the Very Rev. Dean Milner has informed your Sub- 
Conmaittee, that the Syndics would choose to follow the same 
edition with the Society for promoting Christian Klnowledge. 

<< ^ Your Sub-Committee have also applied to the Rer.. 
Thomas Charles, requesting him to furnish, as soon y poa- 
sible, a list of all the most important corrections, which in ht» 
judgment^ and that of his friends, it would be expedient to u^ 
troduce into a copy for a new edition of the Welsh Bible, jwith 
the grounds upon which those corrections are suggested. 

^^ ' In reply K> the above-mentioned commumcation with 
Mr. Charles, letters have been received, which your Sub*- 
Committee submit to your consideration. 

^< ' And your Sub-Committee would recommend the a{>-^ 
pointment of Granville Sharp, Esq. and the three Secretaries, 
tQ apply to the Bishop of St. David's, with a list, of sueh cor- 
rections, and to confer with him upon the subject ; and that 
they be directed to request Mr. Charles to come immediately 
to town (if necessary), as he has kindly o0ered to do/ 

** Resolved, That the said Report be received. 

<' Read two letters from the Rev. Thomas Charles, of Bala, 
in reply to the communications of the Sub-Committee. 

** Read a letter from the Rev. J. Roberts, of Dymerchion, 
dated March ISth, in reply to the inquiries of this Committee, 
respecting the two small editions of the Welsh BiUe men- 
tioned in his letter, which was read at the last meeting. 

•^ Resolved, That the Welsh Bible to be printed by this 
Society shall be conformable to the edition printed in the^ 
yegr I74is. 
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^ That the above Resolution be communicated to Mr* 
Charles^ and that be be requesied to point out any typogra- 
phical errors in the edition of 1746; transmitting a list of 
them from time to time to the Committee^ as may best suit 
bis convenienee.'* 

** 1805. April 5.— Read a Report from the Welsh Sub- 
Committee^ as follows : 

^* f Your Sub-Committee, in compliance with the resolu- 
tion of the General Committee on the 1st inst. requested Mr. 
Wilson to attend them ; and they now submit to you the 
result of their conference with him, 

^^ * Mr, Wilson, in answer to the inquiries of the Sub- 
Committee, stated that he would undertake to complete the 
stereotype plates for a nonpareil pocket edition of the New 
Testament in the Welsh langu^, in four months, and those 
of the Old Testament in eight months afterwards, provided a 
person were appointed to correct the press, who should be 
always at hand, so as to occasion no delay/ ^' 

^^ At a Meeting of the Committee of the British and Fo- 
feign Bible Society, December 9th, ld05 j 

*^ The Minutes of the Printing Sub-Committee, held on 
tlbe4th inst. (uiider whose direction the present meeting was 
4;onvened) were read, and severally taken into consideration, 
together with the letter from the Right Rev. the Bishop of St. 
David's, V. P. relating to the Welsh Bible, referred to in 
such Minutes ; when, after mature deliberation, it was 

^^ Resolved Unanimously, 

*^ To adopt the edition of 1752, with the orthography of 

Dr. Davies in proper names, as the copy for the edition of the 

Bible to b^ printed for this Society in the Welsh language, 

correcting typographical errors, and collating the text with 

' former authorised versions.** 

<^ That it be referred to the Printing Sub-Committee to 
irarry the above Resolution into efect/* 
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D. 



From the Records of the British and Foreign Plbto 

Society. 

A Statement of the Rules observed in preparing a correct 
Copy oftlie IVehh Bible, at the Request oftke British and 
Foreign Bible Society *^ 

In preparing an editiob for the pres$^ the copy of the last 
octavo edition, printied at Oxford in 179flb was that taken. 
In this copy many words and sentencesy which suuid in former 
editions, were feond to be omitted ; others, to bns cbai^d, 
•o as to alter the meaning, or to ejcpress no idea at ail. 
The edition of 1799 followed thsft of 1759> aild copies m^j 
of its errors. — In correcting the^e omissions and alteratiousi^ 
reference was constantly made to former editions, as well as 
to -the original Hebrew, which in eveiy instance has been 
consulted, ah4 the copy corrected in the following instances. 



BOOKS. 


The Copy of 1799. 


Corrections made by Mr. 
Charles, on the authority 
of the former Impressions, 


peoesis il. lO. ... 


Bedair cain^c, 
fourb ranches. $ 


Bedwarpen, 
four heads. 


xiy. 17.... 


Saffeh. 


Sqfeh 


xxxii.32. 


Yforddwyd,{nn) 
the thigh. 


Morddwyd Jacob, 
Ji^:ob's thigh. 


xliii 28: 


Yno tyngasant, 
there they swore. 


Y fnostyngasane, 
hiade obeisance. 


%\\y. 25.. 


Ichwi, 


Ini, 




to you. 


to us. 



^ A A'aluablc paper h^s recently been transmitted to me, entitled 
^* Hints for the Improvement of the Editions of the Wehh Bible.** It 
comeS; I understand^ from the pen of Mr. Charles. Thg length of 
my pamphlet prevents the insertion of this paper entire; but I shall, 
in the Notes, make a few extracts, which seem more immediately to 
py present purpose. 
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BOOKS. 


Copy of 1799. 


Former Impressions. 


Lev. iv. 30 


Waed yr allor. 


Waelhdyr alhr. 




the blood of the altat*. 


the bottom of the altar. 


Numb, xiii. 2. ... 


Bm, 


Boh, 




head. 


every one. 


xxxiii.40. 


ddfffodiad. 


Am ddyfodiad. 


, 


from the coming. 


of the coming. * 


Deut. xxix. 4. ... 


Y4ydd hvmxv, 


Ydyddhxim, 




that day. 


this day. 


— 22 , 


Yrhai a radiant. 


Y rhai a godatii. 




who shall walk. 


who shall rise up. 


xxix. 26. ., 


Dduwin dieitkr. 


Dduwiau dieithrg 




strange conjarer. 


strange gods. 


Josh. fi. H. f 


AH gwyr. 


A'r gwyr. 




and her men. 


and the men. 


ill. 4. •••••• 


Nesewch aiti. 


Na nesetceh atti. 




come near unto it. 


come not near unto it. 


xs 34, ...... 


Rjlfelasant, 


Wersyllasant, 




they fought. 


they encamped. 


xviii. 15... 


Yn disgyn. 


Ynn^fned, 




descended. 


went. 


XIX. 51. ... 


Etifeddiaeth, 


Etifeddiaethau, 




inheritance. 


inheritances. 


xxii. 22. ... 


Canwedd, 


Caniwedd, 


' 


white aspect. 


transgression. 


Jodg, Vii. 25. .... 


Tu allan i'r lorddonen, 


TuarattiWlorddonen, 




the outside Jordan. 


the other side Jordan. 


ix. 39 


Ac Ahimelech, 


Ag Abimelech, 




and Abimelecb. * 


with Abimelech. 


1 Sam. i. 26. .... 


Arglivydd, 


Fy Arglwydd, 




Lord. 


my Lord. 


ii.4 


A ytnwregysontf 


A ymturcgysasant. 




shall gird themselves. 


are girt. . 


xxiii. 26. 


Difa hwynt. 


Dala htvynt. 




destroy them. 


take them. 


xxix. 2— 


Cerdedd. 


Cerdded, 




(Letters transposed, and 


passed on. 




express no sense). 




2 Sam.viii. 2. ... 


Uaw, 


Llawn, 




hand. 


full. 


xii. 30. ... 


Meini, 


Maen. 




stones. 


stone. 
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BOOKS. Copjofl799. * Former Ijipt^ilkni. 



9 Still. ZXt. 17... 

1 Kin. ix.7 

2 Kin. nr. 3d. ... 

XTl. 3. ••• 
xviii. 31.. 

XX. II.... 

I ChroD. ix. 8.... 
xii. 7.,. 

xvi. 33. 

xxvi. 4. 

xxvii.32. 

2Chr. vi'u 17. ... 

ix. 12 

XXV. COTh 

tents. 
Ezra W. 23 

vi. 3 

Nehem. vii. 69... 

Job XXTli. 23r .... 

xli. Jl 



YPhiliitiaid, 
the Philistines. 

AW hwn^ 
and this. 

A'u bwriodd, 
threw them. 

ThvyVan. 
(No sense). 

(Words omitted)* 



At yr Arghoydd^ 
to the Lord. 

Jehqram* 

A Credor, 
and Gedor. 

Pamau'r coed, 

the tops of the trees, 

Jomb, 

Jonathan. 

(Words omitted). 



Brenin Seba, 
the king of Seba. 

Cifiawnder, 
fulness. 

Friach, 
(No word). 

Yn dri infyii ugmn. 
(Words trs^nsposed). 

Ar asynod, 
on asses. 

Hyssanip 
destroy. 



ymiistiad, . 
the Philistine. 

A'r ty hwrn, 
and this house. 

A^u briwioddp 
shred them. 

Trwy'rtam, 
through the fire. 

Wimpy dden a hm, c 

phob un o*i, 
his own yine, and erery 

one of his. 

Ar yr Arglxvydd^ 
upon the Lord. 

Ierohq$iu 

Gedor, 
from Gedor. 

Prennau V coed, 

the trees of the wood* 

lo^h. 

Jtkonathan. 

Fd y rkodiodd Dqfydd 
dy dad a gwneutkur, 

as David thy father 
walked and do. 

Brenhines Seba, 
the queen of Seba. 

Cyfiawnder, 
righteousness. 

Fruich, 
arm. 

Yn dri ugain ct{fydd, 
sixty cubits. 

Yr asynod, 
the asses. 

Hysiant, 
hiss. 

Ac mi a dalqf, 

1 should repay. 
(These words are omit-^ 

ted in all the imprea^t 

sions). 
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Pial. TiL 6 

xL 3... 

— 4. ....... 



xiii. 5. ••••• 



xif, K 



— 5. 



x?i*L 3. 



xxii* 16.. 



xxvi. 3. 



XXXI V. 12.. 



xxxym. 1 1. 



xlii. title., 



^\\y. 8. 



Appendix D* 

Copy of 1799. 

Drosom, 

for 118. 

SeHau^ 
seals. 

gweled y tlawd, 
bis eyes behold the 
poor. 

ie, canmolaf enw V Ar- 
glwydd goruchqf, 

yea, I will praise the 
name of the Lord most 
high. 

Nag oes un, 
no, not one. 

(Between the 3d and 4th 
Terses three verses are 
added, not in the other 
copies, but taken from 
Bom. iii*} 
ie, Ik nid oedd ojn, 
yea, where no fear was. 

Ac ni chei ddim am»U 

redd ynqf, 
and thou shalt find no 

iniquity in me. 

CoMfs cvm latoer, 
for many dogs. 

Canjfs . dy drugaredd 

aydd yn w^tad ojlaen 

fy llygaid, 
for thy loving-kindness 

is before mine eyes 

continually. 

A chennychf 
who have. 

Am cyfneseifiaidt 
for kinsmen. 

Meibion ConaL 

Drwy V dydd, 
all the- day. 



xxxix 

TdmcT ImpsMucaif . 

Drosqf, - 
forme. 

Seiliau,^ 
foundations. 

Y mae d hfgaid.rf yn 

gweled, 
his eyes behold. 

(Not in the other cp- 
pies). • 



(Not in- the other co* 
pies.) 



(Not in the other co- 
pies). 

Ac ni chei ddim, 
and thou shalt find qo-^ 
thing. 

Canys cvm, 
for dogs. 

Canys dy drugaredd 
sydd ojlaen fy llygaid, 

for thy loving-kindness 
is before mine eyes. 



A ckwennych, 
who desire. 

A'm cyfneseifiaid, 
and my kinsmen. 

Meibion Corah, 

Bob dydd, 
^fBry day. 
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BOOKS. 



Ixix. 35 

ljLxiT.21. ••• 

lzxix.9 

IszziT. 10«... 

CIS. 16. • 

cxl'ii. is. •••••• 



' f • •••••••••• 



Prov. XX. 5 

Rom. xiii. il.«.. 

Col. i. 21 

2Chro.xxxii. 17. 



Copy of ir99. 

Par di, 
intke thou. 

Meddiannont rfp 

have him in possession. 

poor needy. 
(Omitted). 

Vn diwmod, 
one day. 

Vwwlad, 

into bis country. 

Truan iawnytfyw, 

he is brought very low. 

Fel y moliannqf dy enw, 
as I will praise thy 
name. 

Pyfiroedd dynioH, 
men's waters. 

Gan wybod y ^wir, 
knowing the truth. 

A gymmcrodd rfc, 
he took. 

Oweledydd, 
seers. 



Former loipresttOQi. 

Pat,' 
mflJte. 

MeddiarmofU ki, 
have her in possession. 

TVuan aV m^ghemiSp 
poor and needy. 

Er tmpyn dy emv, 
for thy name's sake. 

Diiomodp 
a day. 

Vwladd, 
to slay him. 

TruoM town ydwyf, 

I am brought rery low. 

Fei y moUoMfHwyf dy 

tmv, 
that I may praise thy 

name. 

Dyfroedd dyfnian, 
deep waters. 

Gran xoyhod yr amser, 
knowing the time. 

A gymmododd efe,' 
lie reconciled. 

Gwlcdydd, ' 
countries. 



[When this paper was transmitted to the Committee^ Mr. 
Charles had not proceeded beyond this point : the variations 
which follow have been noticed since that time.] 



BOOKS. 
Ps. Ixxxi. 1.. 



Ixxxli. 4 



Copy of 1799. 

Camchyn ll^far % dduw 

Jacob, 
sing with the voice to 

the God of Jacob. 

Gwrandewch y tlawd a'r 

anghennt, 
hear the poor and the 

needy. 



Former Irapresnout. 

Ccwwch yn Uaxoen i dduw 

lacob, 
make joyful noise unto 

the God of Jacob. 

Gwaredwck y tlawd a^r 

anghenus, 
deliver the poor and 

needy. 
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Appendix D. 


kii 


BOOKS. 


Copy of 1799.- 


Former Impreasions. 


Ps. Ixxxviii. 12I. 


.% lyfeddodm, 
thy wonders. 


% ryfeddod, 

thy wonder.(So in Heb.) 


lxxxix.5 


Dy ryfeddodau, 
thy woaders. 


J)y ryfeddod, 
thy wonder. 


xci. 14 


Derchafaf tf, ' 
I will exalt him. 


(These two words are 
omitted in all the im- 
pressions of the au- 
thorised Welsh Bible; 
but are inserted in Dr. 
Morgan's translation.) 


cix. 16. ....... 


Vm) wtad, 

to his country. 


I'w ladd, 

that he might slay. 


cxxxyii. 7.... 


Y rhdi a ddywedasant, 
who had said. 


Yrhai a ddyx/oedent, 
who said. 


cxlvi. 4. 


Fy anadl, \ 
my breath. 


Ei anadl, 
his breath* 


cxlviii. 3. .... 


Yrkoll sir a goleuni, 
all the stars and light. 


Yr hoU ser goleuni, 
all the stars of light. 


Cant, iv, 8 


lochesau y Hew, 
from the lion's deii. 


lochesau y llewod, 
from the lions' denS. 



Isa. ix. 12 

xlix. 8 



Ivii. 6. 



A hwy a yfant Israel, 
and they shall drink 
Israel. 

A mi a'th gadwafyn gy^ 
fammody bobl, 

I will preserve thee a 
covenant of the people. 



Yn llyfnionfeini^r afon, 

among the smooth 

stones of the streSun. 

t 



(Thus the words ought 
to be, in the plural 
number : but are 
printed wrong, in the 
singular, in every im- 
pression of the Welsh 
Bible.) 

A hwy a ysant Israel, 
and they shall devour 
Israel. 

A mi a'tkgadwdf^c a'th 
roddaf ^ gyfammod y 
bobl, 

I will preserve thee, and 
will give tkefifbr a co- 
venant of the people* 

(The word^markedwerd 
omitted in every \m* 
pression, as well as 
1799.) 

Ynghabol feiniW (tfon^ 

among the polished 

stones of the stream^ 
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aOOtt Copjoiifffe. I Former Inprei^Qte. 



Jer. sxii. 26. •••• 

. xxxi. 10* ••• 
«xxYiiu2S.. 

li. 56. ••..... 

— 58 

tarn. ti. HK 



£zek» S* !• ••••••• 

til. IS 

Xi. 15; .... 
xii. 5. »«.. 

xvi. 3. «.«• 



— m. 



sx. 9. 



and thy judgmeai Ibai 
bare thee. 

Jti cMsgl hi, 
will gather her. 

A iosgir a thath 

shall be burnt with fire. 

Oiny9 yr anrheiikt^, 
because the spoilers. 

J^i ^uchel/urictti, 
and her high waJtsi 

A ostyngi M t ht eupenau i 

la/WTp 
haag down tbeir head*. 



Ar y dratd^ 
on the feet. 

/ idynion, 
t»men. 

O amgylchg 
roundabout. 

Vw holl elynion, 
to all their enemies. 

Trwy\ gwekdyddj, 
among the seers. 

Cloddia i mi, 
dig to rae. 



Wrth Israel, 
to Israel. 

AUhfamedigaeih, 
and thy judgment. 

Mediyr Arglvydd, 
saith the Lord. 

Ynghanol y cenedloedd, 
in the midst of the hea- 
then. 



A'tk/am ath agmrodd, 
aad thy mother that 
bare thee. 

A'i c^gl ef, 
wiU gather him. 

A hsgi d than, 
thou «halt burn with 
fire. 

Canysyr amrheithiwr, 
because the spoiler. 

J^i huehelbyrth, 
and her high gates. 

A OBtyngasantettpefnau. 
i lawr ary ddaear, 

haog down Ihflir beads 
to the ground. 

(The words Qiarked are 
omitted in e?ery im- 
pression). 

Ar dy draed, 
on tby feet. 

I ddrygioni, 
to wickedness. 

O'ch mmgylch, 
round about you. 

Vw holl eilunod, 

to all their idols. ^ 

; Tnvy'r gwledydd, 
among the countries. 

Cloddia i ti, ' 

dig to thee. 

(Tnis is wrong in all 

former impressions.) 

Wrth lamsaletfi, 
to Jerusalem. 

A'th enedigaeth, 
and thy nativity. 

Medd yr Arglwydd 

Dduw, 
saith the Lord* God. 

Yngolwg y cenedloedd, 
before the heathen. 
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Ezek. xxjLSL ••«• 
xxxi.J. .«• 



^1«.» 



XXXll 



— 8. 



>11« 7«*«» 



flxxiii. IS. 
xlvi. H.*** 

Dan. ill. 2. «••••«• 

vii. 13. ....• 

nos. ill. !• ••••*••• 

iv. H. • 

X. 14 

Amos ii. 8: 

iii. 6. •••••• 

V, 1.....,..; 

""•• 23» ••••• 



Appendix D. 

Copyoft799. 

^Choanant ysgelerder^ 
pKTce widredness. 

Meid^r Arghvyddf 
ssdth the Lord. 

be in«de her. 

A i^ioed MdoMf 

wkh the trees oTBdom. 

A thywalUaf eu sir 

(Ditto) 

poMT Qot thestanth^sre- 

Ei hMgfffimamder, 
all hii righteousness. 

Tmvff dded4fdragywyd' 
dol, 
by a perp^^ual ordi- 
nance. 

4 g^ifoda^ai N^uchoA- 

enosdr, 
which Nebuchadnezzar 

had set up. 

Mewn gwelcdigaeth nos, 
in the night vision. 

Dos aliarh 

gO-OUit. 

Gifda phuteindra, 
with whoredom. 

Ym n^sgy hobl, 
amonf^ the people. 

Ar bob allor, 
upon levery altar. 

Yny^ddaear, 
in the earth. 

A roadafi'ch erl^, 
whick I gi?e against 
you| 

Dy ^riadau, 
thy Torers. 

f 2 



xliH 

Fanner ImpienioBs. 

Gfumaru ysgekrder, 
commit wickedness. 

Medd yr Arglwydd 

Ddmv, 
fitith the Lord God. 

Ownaeikwnhi, 
I made her. 

A chocd Eden, 

with the trees of Eden. 

A tJiywylUtf €U sir 

kmynt, 
(Ditto) 
and make Ae sttn 

thereof dark. 

Ei koU gyfiawnderattg 
all his righteousnesses. 

Trwy dds^^fim iragy* 
v^dol, 

by perpetual ordi- 
nances. 

A gyfodasai Nehuchod' 

onosory brjenin^ 
which Ncfbuchadnezzar 

the king had set up. 

Mcwn gweledigaetkau 
nos, 
in the night visions, 

Dos etto, 
do yet. 

G^da phtueiniaid, 
with whores.. 

Ym mysg dy bobl, 
among thy people. 

Wrili bob allor, 
by every altar. 

Yny ddinasp 
in the city. 

A godaftch erbyn, 
whicb I Uke up a|pinsi 
you. 

Dy ganiadau, 
thy songs. 
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xliv Vindicaiion of the Bible Society^ 

BOOKS. V Copy of 1799. | Fonncr Imprassk^ 



Zecb. ii. 7 

Mark X. 25 



John ▼. <?7.. 
Ti.57. 



Acts i. 3. • 



Till. 27. — .. 
Roro.xiul M 



1 Cor. T. 11 M 

iiv. 4. .... 

2 Cor. ii. 1. .„.,, 

iv. l^. .••• 

Gal. iii. H. •«•••• 
Phil. iij.lG. ,..... 
Col 1.4. 

— 23 

— ?8 

Heb. iv. S 



Merch^Si<m, 

the daughter of Sion. 

/ deyrnas nrfoedd, 
to the kingdom of hea* 
ven. 

Yn Fab y dyn, 
the Son of man. 

f^i$ bwrir efallan ddim, 
shall in no wise be cast 
out. 

Ynfivy, 
greater. 

Arwyddion vm mhlith y 

bobl, 
signs among the pedple. 

Zandace, 

Er trugaredd Duw, 
by the mercy 'of God. 

Neu yn gribddeilwyr, 
or extortioners. 

Adeilddu ei hunmn, 
edify themselves. 

Woim tristwch. 
(No word). 

Yn llygru, 
perishing. 

Trwyfydd. 
(No sense). 

Hua reoL 
(No sense). 

Ymy cariad. 
(No sense). 

Selio, 
sealed* 

Cyjiawnom, 
we may fulfil. 

Vw orphwytfa, 
to his rest. 



Merck Babilan, 

the daughterof Babilon« 

I deyrnas Duw, 

to the kingdom of God. 

Yn Fab dyn, 
a Son of man. 

Nisbtoriaf efallan ddim, 
I will in no wise cast 
out. 

Ynfyw, 
alive. 

Ativyddion maxvrUm, 
great signs. 

(This word is left out 
in all the impressions). 

Candace* 

Er trugareddau Dvno, 
by the mercies of God. 

Neu yn gribddeiliwr, 
or an extortioner. 

Adeiladu ei hunan, 
ediBeth himself. 

Mexvfi tristwch, 
in heaviness. 

Er Uygru, 

though our outwardman 
perish. 

Trwyffydd, 
by faith. 

Un reol, 
one rule. 

Am y cariad, 
of the love. 

Seilio* 
grounded. 

Cyflwynom, 

we may present. 

iV wpkwyrfa, 
tp the resu 
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BOOKS. 
Heb.viii. 1... 

1 John V. 10., 



Jk6V* it, 5« «•••• 



Appendix D. 

C<^y of 1799. 

Y mae gennym y fath 

archqffeiriaid, 
we have such high 

priests. 

Yrhwn nidywyn credu 

yn NuWy 
he that believetfi not in 

God. 

Yn eistedd, 
sitting. 



Former Imprassions. 

Y mac genym y fath 

archoffeiriad, 
we have such an higb 

priest. 

Yr hvm nidyw yn credu 

i Dduw, 
he that believeth not 

God. 

Yn llosgi, 
burning. - 



Sdly. Eight different impressions * were consulted : upon 
comparison^ they were found in the spelling to vary so 
widely, that no two copies exactly corresponded. In this 
case, the etymology of each word was invariably adopted^ 
as the only fixed and safe rule to proceed by. In adhering 
to this rule in all cases, a few mutations and omissioni^ of 
letters were necessary to be made, in words where the etymo- 
logy required them. But it is to be observed, that these 
mutations and omissions alter not the meaning of the words in 

♦ " TheHon.Society for propagating Christian Knowledge, in the course 
of the last century, caused to be printed five editions in octavo. The 
first impression was printed in 1717, by John Basket, the King*s 
Printer, under the inspection of a respectable Welsh clergyman, the Rev. 
Moses \yilliani8, Vicar of Difynog, in Brecknockshire. The second 
edition was^printed at Cambridge, in 1746, by John Bentham, Printer to 
the University. The third edition was printed in Loudon, in 1752, by 
Thomas Basket, the King's Printer. The fourth edition was printed in 
London, in 1769, by Mark Basket, the King's Printer. This edition 
is printed with a larger letter than the preceding ones, and the scripture 
references are inserted at the bottom of the page, instead of in the 
margin. The fifth and last edition was printed at Oxford, in 1799. I 
have taken some pains in collating these several impressions, together 
with the folio of 16W and 1699, and the duodecimo of 1630. Occa- 
siopally also I have consulted the first impression that ever was printed 
of the wAafe Bible in the Welsh language, in 1588, under the inspection 
of the pious William Morgan, D. D., Bishop of St. Asaph. These are 
^e most authentic editions of the Welsh Bible that ever were edited.*' 
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the snaHtft degree; for the werdf are generally nndersiood 
according to their etyinology, and not according to Ihe mode 
of spelling which has been adopted. It has no other effect 
bat that of marking the import of the word with ^ore facility 
and precision. It is to be observed also, that most, if not all, 
the alterations made, occur in one or the other jbf the pre- 
ceding impressions of the hiiM. 

For instance ; where two tees or two arts bccar, and the 
etymology reqoifts Only one, the Mtperfluous <one hae been 
omitted ; as in t4ie words bivytta, parottoiy carreg, one / 
and y has been expunged ; which accords with the edition of 
17 17) as may be seen in Gen. u. 16, 17; iii^l^ 3, ^; xxiv.31; 
Kxod. xii. 39; xxiii. 20. But the two tees are preserved in 
tlettyy attaly tSe. because the etymology requires it. The 
copy of 1 799 is not uniform throughout in inserting the two 
tees \xi the same word : the word parotai, for instance^ is 
spelt with one t in Gen. xxiv. 31, and with two in Exod. 
xii. 39; xxiii. 20. 

Where two isms or two ens occur, one is frequently ex- 
punged, for the same reason. This alteration has been made 
in many instances in the copy subject to correction $ as in 
the words yma^ dytoa, yito^ d-c. which woisds are spelt 
yrnma^ iymma^ funo, &c. ia tl)e editions ^ d^ao, ITi?^ 
17^; as may be seen in Gen. ii. 4; xix. id; jocidi. 99; 
x!ix. 31. The word gorckymtftt, in the edition of 1746, is spdt 
^mh two ems; but in those of 1717 anil 1799 it has only 
one m» Many other instances of a similar nature might be 
mentioned ; but wherever the etymology does not r^quiee a 
double ktter, one is every^wfaoreexpxmged, astonlyan^inoum*' 
brance to the language. 

Where the privative particle 31^^ m compound words, has 

* " Di is a privative prefix, and has the forcerof ^.in * dismember;* 
in in .* indelicate/ ' Di, partifula,privativa,Xat* w;,Or. <h w. «»iw, sine.* 
J)r. DavUs, Xjy, when prefixed to words, gives them a frequentative or 
iterative force. ' Djf, pr^positio in con^po|itione aifgrnentans et intea- 
dens sign^cationem.' In the application of these ,partides,^no attempt 
at uniformity ha? been. observed *'-^via. in tjie foj^to editions of the 
Welsh Bible.) 
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Apptndix D. xlvii 

^e(» -InlertQcl itisteird ef rtie ^oskive cfy, the etynoology and 
tile import of the ^rd dcouaded eorrectioa kit re^toriog U^ 
pikitiche ^ to its proper pkce» Thi«^ hfts been done iiOL the 
^dkioo of 1 799» in soioe iii^^tattbes^, but ii i^ not cooaisleni with 
itself where the mutations are made. la the weed dytifeijkisf 
we ftad the proper oHh^d^a^^y of (be wqikI nesteped^ aonord- 
i»g to it^ etymology, W'hkfef i© the ediiion* of 1630, IJlfi 
and 174^ » dinoetii; as may I>e saen in Iier. xviii. ^> ?> 8 1 
PsucMxvU, 7* But there ia equally and exactly the same 
. i^ion for tfik i»i»toliMi in^ dyt9sg'» d^(^Mefp d^^ha, dj/ftriif, 
dyddanu, dj/dAcm^ iygwydd^ dyeithrj and kt inmimeraUe 
other instancesg, m\i\ch woirds $i»e Sfptlt usually with.»the 
particle di prefixed, cootmry to the etyiiiology o€ the woKfaf, 
and^ Ibw geaenal im{>ort Thia tndi^tably proves a great 
lAeonveniaeucy, and rendisra the ceadtng often, to ttiy certain 
knowledge, unintelligible to the cf^mmon people. Ja thQ 
kat word, dpHtkr^. tbia ioaceuracy of misplacing the par- 
%kte$ it parteularly mooavenlent, aa there is another word 
apdll in the «aitte masmuBer^ which has a very difierent meaxt-- 
ing : JSieiMr means ^^ without exeepition }" but Dyeitfmy as It 
ought to be spelt, means^ '^ a stranger,*' and should not be 
written Dieithr. 

In like nai^mer am *, which in composition answers to 
(irciiTn, has often been put instead ef the negative particle 

"•^ " "Am, pro, propter, quia, €o quod, fcircum : Or, «/«ts in composi- 
tien&vieitatupin sigiiifieatiene Or. voch ttji^t^ fttpt.* JDr. Barnes.^ 

*^ ' J^est pattiddai ptivatitrai ufc Orcein a^ iw, «vu;» «t Lat hC^^Jh'. 
DdviesJ* 

' ** Hiese^ particles liavt been indificniiiiQately u»ed as preSxes in the 
^ifferenfe iiaprcaskHis of the Wcksh Bible.'* 

^ The particles ym and yn, by beiag us«d indiscrimkiat^ly, cause a 
oonsiderabfe variation. Ym, prefiiiad U^ verbs and verbal nouns, makesf 
a flection oi the aetion on tiieagent. ^ Ym, partieiila verbis in eompo- 
ahione prsfixa, ipsa verba tnuU^ens. i& signi&catioaem HebrsKomm i» 
HithpaeL'---*X>f^ Dorok^ 

** Yn sigoifies, i«, at, in the way of, for, ptr ike use if, into. * Yn, m 
Gr. •».'— IV* Dsoiet. Though the import of the tvro particles is very 
distinct and qlear, yet in numberU$s instances the ym has been used 
instead of the ^n, when the initial of the £E»llowing is the consonant m>** 
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an^ which in composition has the force of this English un ; 
as, anhael, ** ungenerous ;" anharddj " undomely/' Thus 
mmmhlantadwtf is put for anmhlantadwyy ** childless ;** am" 
march is put for antnarch, <' dishonour/' This inaccuracy 
also has been corrected. 

The radical w, in the word gwlaw, 'has been omitted in- 
variably in the copy of 1799; spelling it glaw, instead of 
gwlaw, to the entire destruction of the word, and rendering 
its meaning very uncertain, but as it is determined by the 
context : for law, and lawio, means. ^^ hand, to hand ;** but 
gwlaw, gwlawio means, ^' rain, to rain i" so that, by omit- 
ting the radical tc/, the word is entirely changed* This has 
been corrected in conformity with the edition of 1746 ; and 
in conformity with the same copy, the letter h is expunged in 
the word brenhin, which ought to be spelt Irenin, according 
to the etjmaology of the word. 

When a noun has but one n in the singular, and two are 
inserted in its plural form, one is superfluous, and has been 
expunged ; because au is the plural termination, and not nau : 
for instance, pennau, prennau, &c. have been corrected, and 
spelt penau, prenau, &c, 

3dly. The letter j" * is not in the Welsh Alphabet, nor is 
its appropriate sound to be found at all in the Welsh language. 
In conformity with the copy of 1630, it has been entirely 
omitted, and the letter i inserted in its stead, as in the words 
Iehofah, lacob, loshua, lerusalem, lehosaphat, &c. It 

♦ ** The letters J, K9 Q, X, and Z, are not in the Welsh Alphabet. 
* Utimur solummodo in vocibus exoticis scribendis ; et sonum K expri^ 
.mimus per C; Q per CW; X per CS; Z per 5.' — Dr. Davies. The ap- 
propriate sound of the J does not occor in ^y word purely Welsh. In 
the three first impressions of the Welsh Bible, in 1588, 1620, and 1630, 
this letter is not once used : but the letter i is invariably inserted in 
Iehofah, &c. The letter j I find first introduced in a small octavo 
edition, printed by John Bill and Co. King's Printers, in 1678. Afbtr^ 
wards we meet with it in the folio edition of 1699, edited under the in- 
spection of the learned W. Lloyd, D. D. Bishop of St. Asaph ; and it haa 
been presei*ved in every succe^ing edition. The letter x is used in all 
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Is apprehended that the letter i agrees as well in sound v<rith 
the Hebrew yody and the Greek iota, 

4thly, Frequently a gbveming iwun ih the plural is fol- 
lowed by a verb in the lingular number : in a few instances^ 
this has been altered ; but this is not always requisite^ where 
the. primitive verb oeddis used, which in itself is neither sin- 
gular nor plural, but apiplicable to both ; but when the plural 
noun is not expressed, but understood, the v^rb should be in 
the plural number. 

5thly. The punctuation of the copy of 1799 was found 
more correct than any preceding one, and has therefore been 
corrected only where the editor has inadvertently deviated 
from his general rule. 

the. impressions I have seen^ excepting those of 1717 knd lf46i in 
these copies, cs is inserted in its steady in such words as Exodus^ Ar^ 
taxerjves, wtiich are spelt Ecsodus, Artacseraes, 

<' The letter ;ar is used in all the cqpies, in exofic names, as Ezeciel 
Zechariah, &c. Would it not be desirable that these should be either 
rejected or adopted in all future editions ?-^and if adopted, should they 
not he added also to the Welsh Alphabet P*' 



Mr. Charles concludes with many speciifieBs of variations in spelling; 
but, for the present purpose^ a sufficient' number has been adduced. 
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Appendix Di ^ liii 

^^ Resolved^ That a Copy of the above Report^ including 
Mr« Charles's Statement, be communicated to each of tho 
Vice-Presidents of this Society ; 

^' That a copy of the said Report and Statement be also 
communicated to the Syndics of the Cambridge University 
Press, who are finally to decide upon the merits of the copy 
as corrected by Mr« Charles, am) proposed for their adoption 
by this Committee. 

f^ Ordered, That the above Resolutions . foe communicated 
with the said Report and Statement, 

^^JOHN OWEN,Sec/^ 
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^* Tiut Rev. Mr. John, one of the Danisb missionaricB, writea 
from Tranquebar, Februaiy 1, iSM: * Our religious books 
and treatises are distributed and read throughout the country^ 
and many more are asked for than we are able to give,' 
Latterly he had sent a number of English and Tamul books 
to Jaffna, where Christian David, who had been brought up 
in the Tranquebar school, and was a catechist at Tanjore, 
had been placed as a sort of catechist by the Hon. Governor 
North. One hundred and thirty-six thousand Christians, 
and thirty-s^x churches and schools, he says, are in need of 
provision, and Heathens are every year baptised. More cate«» 
chists and sobooUmasters had been desired from Tranquebar, 
than they could furnish *." 

^ In the district of Jaffnapatam, the Protestant Christians in 
1802 amounted to 159»890. It is probable that a much 
greater number than this district contained, were to be found 
in the remainder of that line of coast^ which was occupied by 
the Dutch. The English liturgy is said to have been trans-r 
lated into the Malabar language, the language spoken by the 
Christians of Ceylon, and to be used by them \" 

The conclusion of this paragraph I must not omit: ^' The 
whole of this account must prove highly gratifying ; and we 
have no doubt that the venerable Society of Bartlett's Build- 
ings will exert itself to realize the fair promise which it 
fffordsj." 

♦ Report of Bartletfs Buildings' Society, 1808, p. 143. 
- t See Christian Observer, 1802, p. 329. t Ibid. 
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L^t «s neiEt turn to the scene of our missions in India. 

** The increase of tbeTamulian congregation had been con-, 
siderable. The nnissionaries at Tranquebar, and Mr. Gerick6 
at Madras^ bad kindly fumishell them with Tamultan books, 
to the utmost of their power , hut not adequately to their wants ; 
and they had been supplied with Bibles from Tranquebar, for 
the Tanjore and Paiamcotta missions */' 

** The Syrian Christians in Malayalaf still nse the Swiac 
language in their churches ; but the Malayalim, or proper ' 
Malabar (a dialect distinct from the Tamul) is the vernacular 
tongue. They have n>ade some attempts to translate the 
Syriac Scriptures into Malayalim 5 but have not hitherto had 
the suitable means of effecting it« When a proposal was 
made of sending a Malayi^lim translation to each of their 
fifty-'five churches, as a standard book, on eondition that 
they would transcribe it, and circulate the copies among the 
people, the elders replied, that so great was the desire of the 
people in general to have the BiSle in the vulgar tongue, that 
it might be expected that every man who could write would 
make a copy on ollas (palni leaves) for his own family. 

** It ought to be mentioned^ to the praise of the present 
Bishop of the Romish church on the coast of Malabar, that 
he has consented to the circulation of the Scriptures through- 
out his diocese. The Malayalim translation acquires firom 
this circumstance an increased importaiice; since there will 
be now upwards ctf €00,000 Christians in Malayala, who are 
ready to receive it. The translation of the New Testament 
(which it is proposed to print first) has already commenced, 
under the superintendance of the Syrian Bishop. Tlve true 
cmue of the low state of religion anvongst the Romish 
churches on the sea coast and in Ceylon, is their want of the 
Bible. It is doubtful whether some of the priests know that 
such a book exists. It is injurious to Christianity in India, to 

* Report of Bartlctt's Buildings' Society, 1804, p. 144. 

t ** Malayala comprehends tht mountains, and the whole region 
witliin them, from Cape Comorin to Cape Illi ; whereas the province 
of Malabar, commonly so calkd> contains only the northern district, 
not including the coimtry of Travancore/* 
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call men Christians^ who know not the Scriptures of tbelf 
religion i they might as well be called by any other name. 
Oral instruction they have nonCj even from their European 
priests. The best effects may therefore be expected from 
the simple means of putting the Bible into their hands. AU 
who are well acquainted with the natives, know that instruc- 
tion by hooks is best suited to them. They are, in general, 
a contemplative people, and patient in their inquiries ; curious 
also to know, what it can be that is of importance enov^h to 
be written ; at the same time that they regard written precepts 
with respect. If they possess a book in a language which 
they understand, it will not be left long unread. In Tanjore 
and other places, where the Bible is freely given, the Pro- 
testant religion flourishes, and produces the happiest effects 
on the character of the people. In Tanjor^ the Christian 
virtues will be found in exercise by, the feeble-minded Hui-> 
doo, in a vigour and purity which will surprise those w*ha 
have never known the native character but under the greatest 
disadvantages ♦.'* 

' '^ At Tritchinapoly is the church first built by Swartz, and 
called by him Christ's Church. At this station there are a 
great number of English, civil and military. On Sunday 
morning, I preached from these words : *^ For we have seeij 
his star in the east, and are come to worship him.'' Dr* 
John, who followed me thither, preached aft^wards to the 
Tamul congregation. Next morning a serjeant called upon 
me, who said he had seen the heavenly light in the Elast, and 
wanted Bibles for the religious English solders. There is c 
great cryfot' Bibles in this country, both by the native and 
European Christians. Mr. Pohl^, the German missionary 
here, told me, that he could dispose of 1000 Bibles f." 

♦ Dr. Buchanan's Account of the Syrian Christians in Travancorey 
, See also Dr. Buchanan's Sermon, delivered June 12, 1810, before the 
Society for Missions to Africa and the East, pp. 32, 33. The Malayaliim 
translation will aiFord the Scriptures to " a nation ff Christians, who never 
saw the Bible; and whose minds are already disposed to ^ead the book,. 
which gives an account of their own religioa." p. 33* 

f Dr. Buchanan's Narrative. 
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* 
The Danish Missionaries ^^ observe, that if the Indian 

nations were, to be blessed with the Holy Scriptures, or at 
least with ihe New Testament and some parts of the Old, in 
their different languages, the fruits of this charity would be 
Inestimable* They had themselves lately published in Mala- 
bar the Proverbs of Solomon, and the Book of Ecclesiasticus, 
separately : and it * was surprising with what eager desire 
Christians and Heathens applied for copies *.*' 

The Danish Missionaries write from Tranquebar, that they 
are anxious *^ for the receipt of printing-paper, as their press 
was constantly engaged in workirfg off books for the use of 
the Malabar .Christians, and lately for the new congrega- 
tions, which in great numbers had recently been baptized 
by Mr.Gerick6, many of whom not having yet been able 
to get books enough for their instruction, had written the 
Catechism and Prayers on Palmyra leaves, which they had 
rehearsed to Mr. Gerick^ in a manner beyond his expec- 
tation f/' 



Na2, 

Extract of a Letter from a respectable Lutheran Mi- 
nister in the Government of Esthonia. 

March 13, 1806. 

1. «^ German and Swedish Bibles or New Testaments have 
never been printed in our country, but must be procured from 
foreign parts, which makes them very expensive. 

2. *^ Among the poorer classes of our countrymen, the 
Holy Scriptures are so scarce, that perhaps, out of one hun- 
dred families, hardly five will be found in possession of a 
Bible or New Testament. 



♦ Bartlett's Buildings' Society's Report for 1808^ p. ITS. 
t Ibid, for 1804, p. 149. 

h 
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3. ^^ The scarcer Bibles are, the more diligently they are 
read by the people, when they can obtain them. 

4. *' Throughout the whole province of Esthonia, there is a 
great want of Bibles* chiefly among the Swedish and Estho- 
nian peasants. 

5. ^^ There is in general neither a public por private insti- 
tution, for the express purpose of relieving this want by a 
gratuitous or cheap distribution of Bibles, except a few small 
legacies, which have been left to some churches for sup- 
plying the schools with Bibles. 

6. *' Many, who are destitute of the Bible, express a great 
desire after this treasure, which desire is increased when they 
find it in the possession of others */* 



Na 3. 

Extract of a Letter from a respectable Person in 
Iceland. 

'* Tub common people in Iceland are not behind those of 
the same description in Denmark, in regard to religious 
information. This is owing, in the first place, to their gre^t 
desire for reading and knowledge in gei^eral: scQondly, to 
their excellent religious exercises, which are held in every 
house from Michaelmas to Easter. 

^^ Among other devotional books, the Bible, and particu- 
larly the New Testament, is read before the family in every- 
place where this precious book can be had. It is very lament r- 
able, however, that this is not now to be obtained even for 
money. When it happens to appear at an auction, it sells at^ 
an enormous price. 

t( Never will Iceland forget her dear Stistrup, who at his owp 
expense bought and sent to this place a great number of 
Bibles and New Testaments, to be given away gratis. This 

♦ Socond Report of Bible Society, p. 163. 
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.has now ceased, however, for the space of sixty years and 
upwards, and the most of these Bibles are now worn out, I 
remember frequently to have heard the best farmers in the 
parish warmly contending which of them should have the 
loan of the Bible> which was sent to their parish for them*- 
selves and their children^ The older edition of the Scrips 
tures is not to be had at all ; the printing-press of the island 
is no longer in order ; we therefore cannot do any. thing to 
supply this want ; and the common people in Iceland will, 

- within ten years, be entirely deprived of this blessed book^ 
which is so dear and precious to them. 

** You will see from this, my dear Sir, how infinitely obliged 
and thankful I and my countrymen will be to the dear bre- 
thren (the Bible Society) who of their benevolence offer to 
favour us with the New Testament in the Icelandic ♦.'* 



No. 4. 

Extracts of Letters from Highland Ministers ^ written 
in conseque7ice of a circular Letter from Lord 
Teignmouth, announcing an intended Edition of 
Gaelic Bibles f . 

OciolerQ6, 1807 . 
** Being favoured with a letter from Lord Teignmouth, 
President of the British and Foreign Bible Society, I gladly 
embraced the earliest opportunity of acquainting my people 
with its important contents ; and they have, with heartfelt 
gratitude to the worthy Society, and I trust with unfeigned 
Uianks to the God of all grace, subscribed for three hundred 
and ten copies of the Gaelic Bible, and two hundred and fifty- 
' nine copies of the New Testament. The Scriptures in that 
language being very dear, and very scarce, I do not suppose 

* Third Report of Bible Society, p. 34. 
t Fourth Report of Bible Society, p. 36. 
h 9 
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that, among four thousand souls under my pastoral care, there ^ 
were a dozen Gaelic Bibles." 

October Q7, 1807- 

'^ I request, if possible, that tbc Honourable Society will 
not disappoint us of any of the numbers subscribed for : -as 
all the people are roost anxious to get the books ; and exceed* 
ingly grateful for the kind dispensation of Providence to- 
wards them, in affording them at last an opportunity of 
providing themselves with the Holy Scriptures in their native 
mother language — a thing long wished for over aUthe High-- 
lands of Scotland*^ « 

December 7, 1807*. ' 

** I had the honour of receiving some time ago a letter 
from Lord Teignmouth, &c. Many of the poor Highlanders 
of Glasgow, upon hearing of the cheapness of the Scripture* 
in our native language, expressed their heartfelt gratitiide^ 
with tears of joy in their eyes J* 

0€toler96,l807. 
, *' I have endeavoured to impress the minds of n>y people 
with a just sense of the benevolence of the Society, and of the 
inestimable benefit of having the Scriptures, it may be said, 
without money and without price, in their native tongue; 
and I have the pleasure to offer the Society their warmest 
thanks, for the truly Christian donation intended for them^ 
Does history stain her page with the sanguinary achievements 
of the enemies of mankind, and will she forget to record the 
name of that wise and benevolent Christian who projected 
the plan of the fiible Society, and contributed his labour of 
love towards promoting its excellent design >"^ 

No. 5. 

Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman in Nortk^ 

IFales, 

Fei.QjlSos. 
^^ There are none of our poor people willing to live 
and die without contributing their mites toward forward* 
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ing so glorious a design. Their zeal and eagerness in the 
good cause^ surpasses every thing I have ever before wit- 
nessed. 

** On several occasions we have been obliged to check their 
liberality, and take half what they offered, aud what we 
thought they ought to give. In very many instances, servants 
- have given one third of their wages for the year. 

'* In one instance, a poor servant-maid put down one 
guinea on the plate, being one third of her wages : that it 
might not be perceived what she put down, she covered 
the guinea^with a halfpenny. One little boy had with much 
trouble reared a brood of chickens ; when the collection 
came to be made, he sold them all, and gave every farthing 
he got for (hem towards it : and this was his whole stock, 
and all the living that he had. Innumerable instances of a 
similar nature might be mentioned. Great joy prevails uni- 
versally at the thought that poor heathens are likely soon to 
be in possession of a Bible ; and you will never hear a prayer 
put up, without a petition for the Bible Society and heathen 
nations ♦/' 



No. 6. 

*' We ourselves have heard an eye-witness describe the 
emotion with which the sacred volume was received there " — 
(i. e. the editions of the Bible Society received in Wales.) 
*^ Far from being satiated with the contributions formerly sent 
from the Bartlett*s Buildings* Society, when the arrival of the 
cart was aimounced, which carried the first sacred load, the 
Welsh peasants went out in crowds to meet it : welcomed it, 
. as the Israelites did the Ark of old ; drew it into the town, and 
eagerly bore off every copy as rapidly as they could be dis- 
persed. The young people were to be seen consuming the 
whole night in reading it. Labourers carried it with them to 

♦ Fii-st Report of Bible Society, p. 60. 
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the fields that they might enjoy it during the intervals of their 
labour^ and lose no opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
it8 sacred truths. By these^ and by the truly apostolical exer- 
tions of the Bishop of St. David's^ the good seed is scat- 
tered on these inhospitable mountains, and promises a glo- 
rious harvest to God and to their country *." . 



No. 7. 

Extract of a Letter from the Secretaries of the 
Dublin ^^ Association^ SCc.'* 

October 10, 1804. 
^^ We have the pleasure to state to you, that the Association, 
in the course of the last year, distributed or sold, 3,000 Bibles, 
6,607 Testaments, 2,328 Prayer-books, and 17^934 Moral 
Tracts, independent of the numbers mentioned in our former 
communication, at an expense of 9^2/. 93. and that the 
demand for them is progressively and rapidly increasing. f J* 

* Christian Observer, July 1810, p. 451. 
t Second Eeport of Bible-Society, p. 168. 
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Exty^acts of Letters. 

N&vemher 15, 1791» 
" When I was in Wales last, I heard great complaining . 
amongst the poor for want of Bibles, and that there were 
none to be had for money. I have thought much of the 
matter of late, and it has impressed me much : for is there 
any poverty like unto their poverty, who have not the Bible 
of God ? I have taken some steps towards procuring a cheap 
edition oi Welsh Bibles, to be sold at a reduced price. But 
my plan, thus far, is rather immature, and in no great degree 
of forwardness. But, with God's help, which I earnestly 
entreat, I resolve to go on. I wish to know from you what 
size Bible would the generality of people wish to purchase, 
and what number will be wanted ; and every other informa* 
tion which you can furnish me with will be thankfully re- 
ceived.*' • . 

December Q7, 1791. 
^* I wisTi I was near you, for further conversation about the 
intended edition of the Welsh Bible. Our plan cannot be too 
mature, before we attempt to execute it. Would it be ex* 
pected to ask the Society to publish .any certain number of 
Bibles, and what number? Suppose we say 10,000, and 
engage to take and pay for 5,000 as soon as they are printed. 
Would not this be a step that would weigh with them, and an 
inducement to undertake the work? I would undertake to 
procure one half of the money necessary for that purpose, till 
the Bibles-were sold, and that number would soon go off. And 
should the Society refuse to assist, which I hardly think they 
will, I think it is ckarly our duty to proceed, and trust kind 
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Providence, and not consult flesh and blood. The under- 
taking is certainly very great; but we have encouragement to 
hope for help and success. One of my dear people here very 
generously offered me a. very considerable sura; but I was 
not at liberty yet to accept of any. Let me once more hear 
from you upon this subject, and furnish me wjth every parti- 
cular direction you can think of; then I shall make a trial of 
the Society." 

*^ I wrote in few words to let you know that I have lost 
no time, nor neglected any probable means that I knew of 
towards procuring an edition of Welsh Bibles; and, upon the 
whole, have met with no material discouragement, but rather 
the contrary. Mr. T. said that he had no great influence in 
the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge ; but a friend 
of his, who had, would lay this business before them : axx4 
said farther, that, in case the business was undertaken upou 
any other plan, he would encourage the design with some pe- 
cuniary assistance (by way of loan, I suppose). Since I re- 
ceived this account, I have written to desire that the matter 
might be laid before the Society ; and what will be the result 
and issue of this application, time will discover; and when 
I shall hear any thing more upon the subject, is utterly un- 
certain ; but as soon as any information arrives, I will com*- 
municate the whole to you/* 

May 6, 1792. 
— — " Now about the Bibles. It appears to me, by the letter 
of Mr. M.* that all he requires is nothing more than a long 
list of names, as a satisfactory proof that Welsh Bibles are 
much wanted, which the Society seems to doubt. To procure 
this will not cost you much trouble nor expense. And whea 
this is presented, Mr. M. entertains confident hopes of suc- 
cess on some plan or other, as the main obstacle would theif 

* As the names of two gentlemen are introduced in this corre- 
spondenee, I have, for the sake of perspicuity, inserted in their place the 
ktters M. and JV. , 
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1)6 removed. AnA surely - this is far less hazardous^ tfiaA 
engaging' to take and pay for six or eight thousand copies, 
which would require a very serious sum. Yet even now I 
«xpect we must stand to our former engagement, that is to 
«ay, to pay down for four thousand. It is my opinion, yon 
should lose no time m procuring as long a list of names a^ 
you can* And would it not be expedient to receive subscrip'^ 
lion-money firom as many as can advance it? and I think 
ft would be the easiest way for all, especially the poor. 
Yet, perhaps, it would not be right to insist upon this ; for it 
would inevitably lessen the number of subscribers very mate- 
rially, which in the present case is a very great object. What if 
yon were to take the names of all that offer ^ and subscription-^ 
money from as many «s you can. I see no inconvenience 
that could arise from this plan, and the utility of it \i evi- 
dent: the money so advanced would be ready towards paying 
for the Bibles to the Society, if they pubiish, or towards 
defraying the expenses of an edition upon any other plan. 
Abottt the mode of procuring names and money, you must 
judge of the best plan. It is clear that there should be one 
receiver-general in North Wales, and another in the South, 
and agents employed under them in districts: that none 
should be so employed but men that are capable and very care* 
fill to keep the most clear accounts : and that a day should be 
appointed when they are to deliver the names and money to 
the receiver-general : and after that day, they might continue 
to collect more subscribers, &c., though the first list was sent 
to London. I only offer a few thoughts, just as they occur 
at the moment; make what use you please of them, and nd 
use at all if they do not suit you. I have tried to procure 
more Bibles from London, arfd received for answer that none; 
could be bad. I will tryagain.'^ 

May 10, 1792, 
*^ I can say nothing yet decisive respecting the fatb of my 
application to the Society for Bibles ; only that I have done 
what they requested, viz. have given them security that X 
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/ibtU be re«pon?ibk for 4,000 copies as s<K>nr as p.nbUalie^ } 
fixptd they will undertake the work ; a^ if aot, I have pror 
jmise of considerable ajBsUtai^ce upoi^ another fim» Tbe $o* 
ciety have 300 Wel^ Bibles aow on (heir baiidsi and I eiqpecy^ 
they %it purchased by Mr, ^/i| dlreetiofi ere ibis, He reoeivedt 
fix weeks i^o, from me 40L towards p^yiag for iheni : tim 
jnoney you will return to me. as spqn'af couyqaifat ^g^ dei^ 
are coi^e to hand ; fqr M W^' ^ borrQW<4«\' 

^< The Soci^y hare accepted of my profiosals respecting a 
pew ^tiou of Welsh ^Ides, and will undfitake the work | 
but Mr. N. complain^ of their being excessively difaiery mid 
slow in their motvms, ai^idjifids tfuy win^t he put mt qf$heir 
pace i but that Mf. JkT. 9mits noi^ng that can forward tbt 
business, I have giveii them security that 4^QQ0 copies shal^ 
be paid fpr as soon as rea<jiy for sale^ lu thi^ yoq wijl ^s&istr 

" I have done all in my poweir toward^ proburing an edition 
pf Welsh Bibles ] but t)ms far wjthqut xz^ich success. Several 
letters passed betweep Mr« ilf. and myself on the subject; 
and here yo^ h%i:e ^ copy of hi§ last, whieb. can^e ^o band 
yesterday, ^^ 

^f ^ I am wry to have it still to say, that we make but little 
progress in the busiiness of the W^l*b Bible§* The Society 
^re not well persuaded that a large number coi^d be got off j^ 
fi^nd they ^re not much inclined to incur the great expense 
>vhich an edition of the Bible would cost them, being, as they 
reason, from l,50Q/. to 2,O00/., without reii|ibursement, that 
is, the defect between the prince cost and the sale, including 
binding. I thought of undertaking th? work by private sub- 
scription, that is| of engaging persons of more ability than 
mysel/ to advance tbe funds* I also contributing what might 
be proper for me; but the tinaes fire now very badj and one 
^r ^wo of the gentleoien to whqm I nientiouf d the matter^ told 
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iiie they would rather subscribe a sum outright than join iii 
the risk of a whole edition. Thus then is little prospect of 
succeeding in this way at present; Do you think you could 
bollect any number of names tha|t would engage to the extent 
of six or eight thousand copies of the Bible ? If 8o> I nill 
bonceive we might get the work through,, either by the Society, 
or by private undertaking ; I mean, if we could get six or 
eight tbduaand copies engaged for at their reaf costr ShrewSr 
buiy might be a good place to print } we could fettle, I sap« 
pose, with the King's printers.*' 

' «^ Thus I have, given you a literal copy of Mf.^/i letter, 
so far as it relates td the Bibles ; that you may be better able ^ 
to judge what further steps are best td be taken relative to this 
bumiibs8> which I «xpeetied would have been iti greatek* for- 
wardness before this time« Mr. Mi. atone p^idd gave the 10 
understand, that tbeSooi^y would undertake the iK^ork^ It' 
appears, at pvesen^^ that the most probable aieans of ^uccess^ 
vritl be by your collecting- the. grealcst number of subscribera 
you possibly can, toad that immediati^ly. Atid as this pro*' 
pk>9el has beeii made by Mr. M., it is^ my opinioa it ought t&' 
be adopted without anyhesilatioB; for it is a trial ihade of the 
propriety of our app^<Mlon^ And if a considerable number 
of subscribers cannot be obtained, the business must be given 
ftp. Therefore you and yoirt* friends throughout all Wates 
shoufd^ join your stMigtb, md mAt one grand effort, wd 
ytm win ^ceeed.** 
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G. 



Extract of a Letter from the Society ** Pro Fide et 

' Christianismoy^' at Stockholm^ addressed to theReix. 

G. Brunmarkf Chaplain to the Szvedish Embassy at 

the Court of St. James's:, dated Stockholm^ MaySi^ 

1804. 

** Vow will be pkased> Rev. Sir, to eommimicate this ia^ 
tellig^PGe to ihai most noble ^itish Institution; and» at 
the same titnc^ express to them the intimate share which the 
Society < Pro- Fide et Chrislianismo' take in sentiments and 
operations sa honourable and useful. . Wishing sincerely that 
the Lord God amy bless and give furtherance to their bene- 
volent views and labours,, which' tend sq. eminently to give the 
light of salvation to benighted or heatheo^ nations> we rem^n^ 
&c**' (First Report of Bible Society, p. 51.) 

** The Society * Pro Fide et Christiani^mo ' embrace thia^ 
oppprfunity of thanking the Rev* Mr.Brunmark for the trans- 
mitted copies of the second and third Report of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society ; and it is with' great satisfaction they 
perceive such strenuous exertions by the friends of Christianity^ 
in diiFerent parts of the world, in behalf of the good cause. 
In this respect our society have long and attentively contem-* 
plated the praise-worthy endeavoursof the British and Foreiga 
Bible Society, to further the knowledge of the Gospel of Sal- 
vation I and you will be pleased, sir, to express to them th^ 
cordial and sincere regard we entertain for their Society**' 
(Fourth Report of Bible Society, p. 29.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



Appendix G. ^ Ixbd 



Extract of a Letter from Stockholm^ dat^d Feb. 20, 
J 809: addressed to the Foreign Secretavy of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 

" The Evangelical Society in Stockholm wishes, to the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, grace and 
peace from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful Witness and the 
Prince of the kings of the earth ; that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood. 

** Honoured and beloved brethren, it is for the first time 
thfit we seek access to your venerable sopiety. Wc reg^ 
you with reverence : you have undertaken a great work, and 
your exertions and sacrifices are worthy of the grand aim 
tf bich yoii have in view« 

** You extend your operation over the remotest parts of the 
globe, and the islands of the sea. AH that remains of the 
diaughter of Zion in Christendom rejoices in your light: ar 
glimpse of .cheering light penetrates their huts : they perceive^ 
in the firmament of the churcti some morning stars^ and 
among these your society shines most conspicuous. This sight 
gladdens their hearts, and they wait with patient expectation 
fpr the approaching rise of the Sun of Righteousness. Even on 
the mpst distant nations, Mahometan as well as Heathen, who 
are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, this light 
now begins to dawn. 

<' It is impossible for u^ to describe the feelings of admiration 
which filled our minds, when we attentively perused the last 
Reports of the British and Foreign Bible Society. They cannot 
but excite esteem for all those men who labour in this cause 
with au'ch unwearied diligence, and consecrate all the powerr 
of art and science to the service of Crod ; and for a public which^ 
so generously aids these endeavours. Mr. P., to whom we are 
indebted for the eommumcations of the above Reports, haf 
drawn our attention more Uian ever to the gi^at want of Bibles 
which exists in various paQs of our country, cbiefl]^ apnong tb# 
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lower ehifet of the people ; at the tame time reminding us of 
our duty ^to relieve this want, and recommending means for 
the attainment of this desirable object. 
' ^* This he did by an addreM circulated in mamiscript among 
the friends of religion in this metropotisi which gave rise to 
the establishment of a society^ denominated, ^ The Evange* 
lica! Society/ which, we are happy to state, has received the 
fiill approbation and sanction of our most gracioua King/', 
(Fifth Report of Bible Society, p. 34.) 



Extract of a Letter frank the Cdmmitiee qftheEvan^ 
gelical Society m Steckhotm, dated March 39, )«lft 

«* The time for the solenm amuial Meelit% of the BritiiAe. 
and Foreign Bible Society approaches | and the CofnmYttsee of 
Ihe Evangelical Society fed the value of being brought into 
the remcmbraince of such a respecHable society tdo highly to 
auffer this opportunity to pass without testifying tot them it» 
esteem and graatude for all their kindness ta m.'^ ^^stfi 
Bepod ci BiUe Society, p. 6f .y 



Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Schvenery dated 
Nurenberg, June 17, 1805t. , . 

^^ We rec^ved your imetealiog aeomnt of the last General 
MeettQ^ of the Honourable British aad FbreigaBibiftSlocieC]f^^ 
only two days before the General Meeting of our CommtlMI 
(m« of die society atNurenberg^ since tvansferred te BadeV 
which was held on the Bthof Juoe. AH fresait.<q>ebl|^ nut^ 
nifested tbeir joy^ and not only wished tO)have.baen eyft-wki* 
nesneS) but ^dso to unite tbemselvca in the;^ same extcttstv^ 
WByfwUhmttftgardta^ieird^eretdjrdigkmsi^^ Tkia. 
late 09curre»ce inX<ondon proved a. peeuliairenooinagsmcnA. to: 
^^Mia^^aeen bythe^folbwing reioluiionas f Tlwilhiar 
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^coont fhoidd tmolediflfeely tb priafecd ami ^Bpeoed Hurough 
Germany/ wiikh his afaready bem exteuted^ ^/^ (Sacoiul 
Jleport of the Bible Sodety^ p* X4d*) 

Extract qfa Letter from the Secretary to the Religious 
Society/ at Basle, dated March A, 1$0& 

'^ Assure the Honoured Bible Socie^^ in the name q/us allp 
<of our bearl£^t gratitude, and of the sincerity with which we 
pray God to reward them with ht$ richest blei«i»g/' (Se- 
HMMpid Report of Bible Society, p, i 50,) 

-- * . - 

Extract of a Letter from the Bible Society at Basle, 
dated July I, 1809. 

^^The more painful our sensations are at seeing ourselves 
almost separated from you by the long interruption of all 
communication, the greater was oqr joy at the receipt of yoUr 
letter of the 18th May/' '^ It is a real balm of consolation to 
us, grieved as we feel at the overflowing of infidelity and the 
shameful contempt of the Word of 6od, to hear of so many, 
from among difierent nations and denommaiions, who do not 
bow their knee before the Baal of our age, lut, animated ly 
fke highest veneration and love far the Messed Gospel of peace, 
endeavour to communicate to others that light, ly which they 
g,re themselves ittumined and cheered,, and who prepare, the 
way of the (iOrd, not only among nations professing his name^ 
but even to the most distant parts of the world. We request 
you to return to this truly respectable Society our sincerest 
thanks for the generous support repeatedly afforded to ouff 
German Bible Institution I assure the pious Managers ani) 
Friends of Ma/ excellent Jnsiitution of our truest esteem and 
warmest joy at the blessed success of their 4ic/tvf ejper/ipni*'^ 
(Sixth Report of Bible Society, p. 14.} 
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Drl TiMf^ Director of tfaeOrphan Houie, ia the ctty of 
iHatky in Saxony, condadet bis acooiiat of Baron Canstein's 
Bible Institution in the following words: . 

'< Should the Honourable British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety feel disposed to make use of our Bible Institation,ybr 
-ihe aitainmeni of their noble and benevolent designs ^ they need 
only command^ and I shall feel exceedingly happy to execute 
their orders.*' (Second Report, p. 165.) 
t He wrh«s ligain, Jan. 25, 1B06. ^ „ 

•* The resolution of the muck respected BiMe Society in 
Xmrfon, wHh rega?^ to the use vt^bich they intend to make 
of the editions printed in theCanstein Bible Institution, and 
the agreeable accounts which you have had the goodness to 
connminicate to n)e upon this subject, call for my most grate- 
ful acTcnowfedgments, both to the highly esteemed members 
collectively, and to yourself in particular; and I ardently 
wish that the Lord may direct these resolutions to the ex- 
altation of his Name, and crown them with rich blessings/* 
(Second Report, p. 165.) > 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev^ Mr. Gtogan^ 
\' Kcsningsberg. 

** The plan of the Society of religious philanthropists in 
London, to have Bibles printed in all the European languages, 
and partly to distribute them gratis, partly to have them sold 
at very low prices to indigent Christians of all nations. Is of 
so generous and laudable a nature, that they will undoubtedly 
receive the tvarmest thanks for it, both from their contempo-- 
Tories and from posterity.*' (Third Report, p. 31.) 

S 

, ^Extrdtt of a Letter from the Rev. P. J. Hicmer, at 
Lesnoi Karammh (on the JSanks of the Wolgaj^ 
dated March' 19, 1807. 

*^ It is now just a year since I wrote to you last. The rcso- 
qtions passed by the honoured Bible Society, in consequence 
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of that letter^ have exceeded my utmost expectatioas, and filled 
ine «pith the most profound veneration f(Mr its members, who 
<]isplay their faith so conspicuously in their works, whilst at 
the same time they have powerfully incited me and many 
•others to return thanks to our Father in heaven/' 

^' I am indeed struck with admiration at the great woiic 
which God is ^carrying on in England, and at the zeal which 
the numerou£f societies in that country^ all animated by one 
spirit, display for the propagati6n of the Gospel throughout 
all parts of the' globe« It appears to me, as if our blessed 
Saviour, in these days of general fallbg off and tribulation 
upon earth, were hastening to manifest himself to his people 
in his re-appearing ; and that, as his Gospel must first be 
preached throughout the whole world, he has produced these 
lextraordinary efforts, through the influence of his Spirit.** 
fourth Report of the BiUc Society, p. 34.) 



Extract of a Letter fram ^ Ctergym^m in Esthdnm. 

^^ Should it please tiie firitish and Foreign Bible Society U» 
]end us their generous aid 'm procuring a fund for such an 
institution (a Bible Society), I have not a moment's doubt 
(that many gentlemen in our parts would thereby be excited to 
take an active part in such a benevolent design.^ (Second 
Beport of the Bible Society, p. l65.) 



Extract of a Letter from a respectable Minister in 
Hollw4, dated Oct. 26, 1804. 

^^ We Kljeice at the laudaHe pUm of the aociety whidi hai 
been lately estabUshed among you, for rendering the word of 
<jod accessible to the indigent; and we pray that the Lord 
may give his richest blessings to their benevole^#ii4eavouc8#" 
^First Bc|>ort of the BtMe Society^ p. M.) 

k 
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JSxtract of an Address to the Christians in the Prus^. 
sian States^ received from the Rev. Mr. John Ja^ 
nicke^ dated Berlin, }{ov. 28, 1 805. 

f f In that highly favoured country, where for a considerable 
time past the spirit of active Christian charity has been awak- 
ened, and a fire l^indled by the Lord, which already shines 
into the remotest parts of the earth, in the powerful kingdom 
of Great Britain^^ a Society has been formed, consisting of 
Christians of all ranks and religiotis denofninationsy for the 
laudable purpose of propagating the word of God to the ut- 
most of their power by cheap distribution among the poor/^ 
(Here follows an extract froqi the First Report of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society.) 

** No fire bums upon the altar of the Lord without apread- 
^ng its flames around. Thisfre has also extended its flames 
The zeal of Christians in England has also infused itself intp 
the hearts of Christiaus in Germany, 

** Already in the German Empire a society has been formed;^ 
actuated hy the same spirit and for the same purpose as that 
^n England/* (Second Report of Bible Society, p. 1520 



J^xtract of a Letter from a Bomaii Gi^tholic Clergy- 
man in Szvabiay addressed to the' Rev. C. F. Stein^ 
kopffy Foreign Secretary to the Bible Society , dated 
July ^9, 1805. 

^^ I feel the highest T©gard for the wise and prudent zeaf^ 
pf the English Bible Committee, because it is my own desiret 
to see the pure and genuine word of God spread V and (t) am 
so entirely against ^11 corruption of this invaluable treasure, 
that I my self would prevent it by all means in my power.'* 
(Second Report, p. 1570 

From the same, dated Pec. 12, 1805. *^ The ardent lovci 
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l6 the sacred word of God, which animates all the members 
of the English Biblfe Society, and the 2eal which presides over 
their meetings, and spares no expense for the spreading of the 
Gospel, have filled my heart with gratitude, love, and joy. — 
Givfe my warmest thanks to the Committee for their great 
kindness J and inform them that I cheerfully acquiesce ih 
their resolution of giving liie 1000 copies of the P^d/^5fan^ 
Neiv Tisiament. 

**This is not only giving a new impression of the New 
Testament, but also evincing the spirit of the prinoiitive Chris- 
tians, as St. Paul expresses it in the Second Epistle to the Co- 
riiithidhs, ix. Uv 12.'* (Second Reporti pi 158.) 

Extract from aii Address of the Bible Sociity estd- 
blished at Philadelphia^ to the AmeHcan Public. 

*^ Its origin is unquestionably to be'attributed to the ^j^am- 
ple offered, and the efforts made, by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, instituted in London about five years since* 
The plan of that Society^ now that it is delineated and car- 
ried into effect, is seen to be so important^ So practicable^ and 
producti'ue of so much goody that we hardly know how to ac- 
count for the fact that it was not sooner devised and exe- 
cuted. Centuries have elipsed since the revival of letters and 
the art of printing have rendered it an enterprise less difficult 
than nlany which have been achieved, to furnish Bibles in all 
the languilges, aiid to distribtite them into all the parts of Pro- 
testant Christendom t yet during that period^ millions of 
those, who have borne the Christian name, have lived ,and 
died without a Bible, /or the want of some «uch association 
as has lately been formed in Britain/* (Fifth Report, p. 40.) 
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Extract of a Letter from Steniack, Nova Scafia, 
dated Nov. 14, 1808. , 

^ What 8 mmtnd bfeMing ta mtakind it t&e BriUiBli and 
Toreign Bible Sotiely likely lo prove 1 and such a blessmg 
may it pvo^e, to the uteoH extent of the wiskes of its memberv 
Mid the prayers of its friends I Translating the Scriptures of 
Ifttth into the laagui^esof all natioairaBd circulating them in 
all part»of the worM> it server as a substituU for the miracu- 
lous gift of tongues^ which so gready accelerated the progress 
of the Gospel in the days of the Apostles^ What,, in the I'me 
of mean^, so likely to hasten forward the glory of the latter 
days )- The umversal diffusion of the pure word of God ia* 
the heavenly leaven,, which will gradually regenerate the mass^ 
of human society.^ ** I admire the simplicity and inoffen«^- 
sive nature of the means employed by the British and Fo^ 
ueign Bible Society."— (Fifth Report, p* 67^ 

Extract of a Letter from the €orre9pomlUg Secret 
tary cf the Ma^acimsseU'r Bibit Satiety datei^ 
Boston^ Jan. 9, 1810. 

^ It M impossible to form any coopception of the immense 
good which tb«^ mere formation of your Bible Society in Lon- 
don may ultimately -produce^ by awakemng the attention^ as^ 
wdl as aiding the execticms, of the whole Christian worId»^ 
Tlius^ by a single, and at first inconuderable movement, doe^^ 
6od,^ in hia wonderful providence,, commence the accom- 
plishment of the mig^est designs..'^ — (Sixth Beport, pw 7&) 

Extract of a Letter from the Dublin <* Association 
Jor discountenancing Vice, SHc.'' dated Dublin, Feb. 
14, 1806., 

<^ We have it in direction from the Association for discoun- 
tenancingVice, &c«,.to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
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the dist Jairaary lasfy and to^ veqoest you to eirpress to the Bri-' 
tish and Foreign Bible Society the gratefo) sense the Asso- 
ciation entertain of the liberality of their resolution transmitted 
bjr you *.**-^(Secoiid Repo?t oi WsAt Society, p^ 169^) 

'Extract of the Resolutions of the Synod of Glasgow 
and JyVy dated April H , 1 805. 

^^ It was overlured to the Synod, that, in ordier to promote 
the laudable object which all the Sociefiea (connected with the 
Bible Society) have ia view, a collection should be made 
throughout all the parishes within their bounds, on such (lay» 
as may be judged by the Ministers most proper for their re*- 
spective parishes, between and the.Meeting of Synod in Oc- 
tober next. 

^*^ The Synod having considered said overture, highly ap- 
proved of the same, and appointed accordingly. They or- 
dered copies: of this statement to be printed and sent to the Mi- 
nisters of the different Churches and Chapels within their 
bounds, to be read from the pulpits, and the collection to he 
recommended with suitable exhortations ; and also that a few 
copies be sent to each Minister to be distributed among hid 
people.**-— (First Report, p* 35.) 



Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Balfour , dated 
Glasgow^ April 27, 1805: 

^^ Their noble design of printing and circulating the Scrip- 
fnre» in all languages and countries, as far as their funds will 
enable them, hath met with the general and warmest appro* 
lation of all religious denominations in this place and neigh- 
bourhood. Of Ibis, I suppose, the London Society bath bad, 

* Tbe Bible Soeiety had assisted them with a supply of Testaments^ 
allowmg la ^e purchase all the advantages which itseif possessed from 
ts collection with the University Press. * 
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or will have, many substantial proofs/' — (Second Report of 
Bible Society^ p. 169-) 

•* By appointment of the Presbytery of Glasgow, the following 
paper is ordered to be read in all the Churches and Chapels 
within their bounds. 

*' At Glasgow, the sixth day of February, eighteen hundred 
and five years. 

•' The Presbytery of Glasgow being met and constituted, 3 
circular letter from the 'British and Foreign Bible Society at 
London, signed by their President, Lord Teignmouth, was 
produced and read/' [The paper then states the object of the 
Bible Society ; adverts to its plan, notices the advantages of 
printing in stereotype *, and the prospect of benefits to be de- 
rived from the Society in various ways : it then proceeds thu8.]( 
^* The Presbytery of Glasgow, after reading these important 
and interesting communications, considering the great object 
of this benevolent institution, and that those who conduct it 
are not more distinguished for ranky than for character and 
ta1ei!^ts, unanimously resolved to co-operate with the British, 
and Foreign Bible Society of London, and to invite and exhort 
the people within their bounds to come forward with a cheer- 
ful and liberal pecuniary aid : they therefore agreed, that the 
Collection for this society be made at the several Churches 

♦ By the method of printing in stereotype. Bibles may t)e struck off 
as they are wanted : these impressions can be obtained in any quantity, 
and afforded at a rate far 'cheaper than the common mode of printing 
will allow. We have therefore in this invention a great pledge for the 
purity of the Scripture Text: corrupt v^rsioj^s will scarcely be able to 
find purchasers. " Of the advantages of stereo-typography, chiefly .in 
regard to cheapness, a statement is furnished by Mr. Wilson. Of 
these, accuracy and duration are two. We shall prize the discoveiy the 
more highly, when we learn (by a letter from Mr. Carey, dated Sept. 27, 
1304) that, under the ordinary system of printing, it would require 
250,000/. to give every twelfth person in Bengal alone a New Testameftt, 
even at the cheapest rate.'* — Wrangham's Sermon before the University 
of Cambridge, May 10, 1807, p. 46. 
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ptad Chapels of Glasgow and its neighbourhood, on the last 
Sabbath of March ; and at the Churches and Chapels in the 
country, any Sabbath that the respective Ministers may judge- 
proper before the Meeting of Presbytery in August.'* 

Act and Recommendation of the Presbytery of Edin-^ 
burgh, Jan. 29, 1806. . ' 

" The Presbytery of Edinburgh having, upon a motion, con- 
sidered the objects of the society, under the name of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, for the purpose of circulating 
Bibles at home and abroad, give their cordial approbation to 
this institution ; and thpy did, and hereby do, appoint a Collec- 
tion for/ this society, to be made in all the Churches and 
Chapels within their bounds, on Thursday, Feb. 27, being the 
jday appointed by the King to be observed as a National Fast 
through Scotland on account of the present state of the kingdom. 

f* The society for whose benefit this collection was appointed, 
was established a few years ago at London, and consists of a 
large number of respectable men, belonging to the Church of 
England and the Dissenters, who are warmly attached to the 
interests of the Christian Religion, and the prosperity of their 
country." (Second Repoirt, p. ifO,) 

The Directors of the ** Society for propagating Christian 
Knowledge" in Edinburgh, constituted by Royal Charter, in- 
serted an advertisement in the E^dinburgh Advertiser for 1Q05, 
pf which the following is an extract. 

" British and Foreign Bible Society. 

** A Society having been lately formed in London with the 
above designation, under the patronage and direction, of iome 
of the highest Dignitaries of the Church of England, and of 
many other pious and respectable characters, both oftheEsta^ 
blished Church and Dissenters, in that country, the exclusive 
object of which is to diflFuse the knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, by circulating them in the different languages spoken 
through Great Britain and Ireland^ and also^ according to the 
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extent of its fuods, in the laoguages 4>f foreign ca«atrks ; tiic 
Committee of Direaors of ' the Society ki -Scotland for propa^ 
gating Christian Knowledge,' kighU/ appr&mng t^ the object 
of this admirable Insiituiion^ which proposes one of the lest 
conceivable means, for the speedy and universal diffusion of 
the Gospel, and perfectly satisfied with the security which it 
mffords for a wise and faittfnl application of its funds, 
have resolved, most cordially, to unite their efforts with those 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society in promoting so desir- 
aWe an end 9 and for this purpose they have appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen of their uumher — tnz.tbt Rev. Dr. Hunter^ 
Mr. Bfack, and Mr. Jones, Ministers of the Gospel at Edin- 
"burgh 7 Robert Scott Moncrieff, Esq. of New-Hals; with the 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Society —a Sub-Committee to 
correspond wi<h the Bible Society in London, anc| to adopt and 
pursoe such measure? as may be thought proper, in order to 
obtain contributions and collections in Scotland, for promoting 
the great object of thatinstitutron.'* — (Second Report, p. 173.) 

Edinburgh BiMe Society, 

Jitf/jf 31, 1809. 

" At a numerous and very respectaMe meeting, hdd this 
day, &c. the following resolutions were read and agreed.toi 

*' 1 . That the present Meeting do most highly approve of the 
ebject and exertions of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 

*^ 2. That an institution, to be named, * the Edinburgh 
Bible Society,* be formed in this city, Sec.** (Sixth Report of 
Bible jSociety, p. 11.) 

East-Lothian Bible Soci€ty^. 

Haddington, Oct. 94, 1,809. 
" At a respectahie meetingr&c* — after prayer H was resolved 
unanimously that the present meeting, approving of the object 
pf the Briiifh and Fojreign Bible Society, and other institutkms 
fyf the same kind, do form themselves Jato a Society, lo^ 
called the East-Loibian Bible Society^ <&c/' (Sixth Report, 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. G: King, datf^d 
Trinity College, Cambridge, Dec. 18, 1809. 

^'«The Master has again commissioned me^ in the name of 
our socieity^ tq convey our most cordi^J wishes for Uie increas- 
ing prosperity and success of an institution, ^h\c\i, considering 
the magnificence of its design, the extent if its oijecfs, the 
incalculable good it is now doing, and which, under the 
ilessing" of the Almighty, it may continue to profkote, to the 
unspeakable happiness of the most distant generatidns,'em nevkr 
^ too highly admired nor too warmly supported.^'-^{Slxth Re- 
port, p. fs.y 

Kendal Auxiiiary Bible Society. 

^^ At a respectably Meeting, 8cc. held the I5th day of Ja* 
noary, 1810, Resolved unanimously, ^Tbat the present M^et* 
ing lio l^ghly appt&ve of the plan and objects of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in London/ '^— (Sixth Report, p. S7w) 

Bristol, Feb. 1, 1810. 

^^ At a numerous and respectable MeeAng of the Ciergy 
^nd Iikb^bitahts^ &c> the following Resolutions were moved 
by the Rev, J. A. Small, D. D., seconded by the Rev. Thomas 
^roughton, and unanimously adopted : 

*^ 1. That the oi/ec/, the cprntitution, and the proceedings 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, have the cordial ap^ 
probation of this Meeting. 

** 9. That a Society be formed in this city for the purpose 
of aiding and co-operating with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, &c." — (Sixth Report, p. 40.) 



Sheffield, Feb. 5^ laitT. 
^^ At a highly respectable Meeting, kc. it waa unanitnouiljr 

1 
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ivsolvedy ' That this Meeting highly mpfrtmes ofihe plan and 
pbjecis of tbr British and Foreign Bible Society/ S^c.** — (Sixth 
Beportj p. 43.) 

Proceedings at Manchester, 

(From ibe Manchester Papen^ D)^. 2S» 1909,) 

*' We, the undersigned, being well pt^rsuaded that the de- 
$igns of the above Society (the Bible Society) ar^ erninently 
pure and univer$(il^ independent qfaU considerations insect or 
party t and calculated to advance thf true interests and etemaf 
tcfpiness of mankinds ^o hereby request the notice of the pub- 
Ifc to a proposal promising to extend so great advantages and 
blessings to the people of this country and to foreign lands^ 
and beg leave e^nestly to invite all those who n|ay be friendly 
to the cause, to meet at the Police-office, on Thursday next, 
the 4th day of January, 1810, for the purpose of taking the 
application from the British and Foreign Bible Society into 
xonsideration, and adopting such measures as shall appear 

niost advisable in tbc judgment of the Meeting* 

« ■ 

** (Signed) Rev. Dr, Blackbume, Warden of Manchester, 
Rev. John Gailiffe, Fello\y of the Collegiate 
Church, &<:/' 

(Sixth Report, p. 68,) 

The following Extracts are taken from' I^etters written by 
the Missionaries of the Bartlett's Buildings' Society, and ad- 
dressed to the Rev. Mr. Brown at Calcutta, who is Secretary 
fo the (>>rrespqndin^ Committee of the Bible Society in Beiigal; 

Extract of a Letter from the Jtev. C^ John, dated 
Tranquebar, Nov. 15, 1809. 

" I have received your official Letter of the gd. uU. with the 
highest and beiurtfelt pleasure, and sympathize fully with the 
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^iid and blessed object of the honourable British and Fo- 
i^ngn Bible Society, and accefpt of the invitation of the respec- 
table Corresponding Coiiimittee to unite with them in obtain-^ 
Ing th$t great object^ which t. joyfully will do as my poor 
abilities may permit/'-^'* May ojir gracious Lord reward and 
bless the xhost beneficial institution of the Bible Society, and 
the Correspouditig Committee, with the most desirable suc- 
cess ; that all friends of CbKsl ihay be rejoiced by seeing that 
the light of the Grospel pervades now many more nations than 
before with the best effect to their salvation/"^ 

Extract of a Letter front the Rev. Messrs. itothoff 
and Horsti dated Tatijore, Nov. 17, 1809. 

^< With the most lively emotions of joy and gratitude^ wd 
adore the loving-kindness of our dear Lord, who bath dis- 
posed the respected Bible Society to afford us their benign 
assistance for diffusing the divine light of the Holy Scrip- 
tures among so many thousands of souls, who are perishing 
for lack of knowledge^^ May the Lord crowa the pious de- 
signs, of that worthy society with the most ample successi 
and themselves with righteousness, life, and glory everlasting/' 

The ttev. Mr. Pohli writes froni Trichinapoly, Nov. 3(0, 
1809, in these terms : 

<^ I shall always be happy to hear of the progress of the work 
of God in your hands i and may the Lord our God be aiaong 
you, and mily he prosper the work of your hands.. I cHnnmit • 
you arid the respected Coriimittec to his Grace, and recom- 
mend myself and mission to yout kiildriess^ love^ arid prs^ers/'. 
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Extract qfa Letter from Mr. De^emges to the Bev^. 

Mr. Brown of Calcutta f Secretary to the Corre- 
. sponding Committee of the Bible Society}^ written a 

few months ago from Fizagapatam. 

^'I FEEL myfl^Tf deeply indebted to the Committee for the^ 
kxtevek they ti*e in fcer Tdinga trattslatioii, tod for their li- 
berality fa ftflbrdibg me the pecuniaty as^rstance tiece^iary t& 
txpedtte fhe w^k by enftploymg iuitabte cto-opetatOfs. 
^ Your lifatriirily to Anottderayei* » w^as ^fmdanf, and I think 

♦ I copy fytm It recent pbbfecation die following account of dtt« ex- 
trooi^MHrytaHat^^-i^AMiiiratfeanyOFBbdMaBrahiiuii^ iTbMC tttty 
7<tt» ^HP» ^«aa v^ wUimntmi m a regiment of .TtppooTt troop*; an^ 
after lua ^th, in a similar employment under an English officer. Hav- 
ing, an earnest desire to obtain eternal han>infst,Jie waa advised by an 
^der Brahmfa^ to repeat a certainprayer touir hundred thousand times. 
Thb stvmrtaak he undertook, and perfonnedit in li pagod^ togetb^ 
^Ib mttty ik^uhlg ceremonies^ taking caretd ext^MftlM number pre- 
aaribid;*. AAbrak aaantba^ dotting no ooftift>fi at alt^oiw.tiesiBr ]^ 
borioi|w epB^i^o^ bar iMohrtf) t^. jpetniw to hit fMmly ailpfon^, and 
live as before. On Ws way> hoac^ he mft with a BomAn' CathoKe 
Christian^ who conversed wiU^ him on reHg^ous subjects; and gave hmt 
two books on the Christian religion, in the Tetinga langttage) to read: 
These he peruead with muah attention, admired their contents^ and 
resolved to make fixrther in<}uiries into the religbn of Chitst; and, if 
satisfied^ to accept of it» He was then recommended to a Roman priest,, 
who, not choosing to trust him too much, required him to go home to 
his relations^ and return again with hifi wife. He obeyed this direc- 
tion ; but found all his fnends excee^ngly surprised and alarmed by 
his intention of beconung a Christian^ and thus Imnging reproach upoa 
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t^ rtqpwtttcl to enooumge hint iii b'ra good work* Ho etw^; 
gugcs in Ms^ <^coupatkm with all bis heart and foul 4 atid by 

his faste. To prcfveai thky they offered him a large sum of money, and 
t^e 9ole management of tl\e family estate. These temptations, however, 
made no impression on^ him. Ifle declared that he preferred the salva- 
tion of his Soul td all worldly consideratibtfs ; and even lefi his wifb^ 
hind him, ^ho was n^ithefi' tnt;!irie<f liOt {^e^nhitt^d fo aceom^aiiy hkii. 
KiB r^ti64U$d to tbe fAe^ i^rho* stiM besitatbig to nsceive him m a cimh 
iiart, he p^ed t^ deltv^ up* ^is l^rahmiij ^ea^y aqd to cut off his 
h^T^ter which no Brahmin can return to his caste. The priest per* 
ceiving his constancy, and satisfied with his sincerity, instructed, and 
afterwards baptised him : upon wfiich his heathen nkijae, Subbaraye^y 
was changed to his present Christian name, Anunderayer. \ ' 

* «^A f6Wid(Mh^affertl^^ thej^ftestwds caHed awsy to Goa; atnd 
baTiDgjuat recmtcid aietlt r ^om a Pad^ie^ at P^odicheni^ t» seftd luia 
a.TelingaBrahmiBy, he advised Anunderayer to go thither; inlbrmins 
him, that there he would find a larger congregation, and more learned 
l^adries ; by whom he would be further instructed, and Kis thirst to% 
knowkd^e be much gratified. Whea he arrived at I^ondicherr/, he? fetf 
disappointed in many respects : yet ther^ he hod the ple^Cii^ ^ iAbet< 
lAg iiis^fe,. ivhiy b»l GMiffifcre»k jmbh knoop her rela^oxis and at fast 
f^iin^d the re^Qlu^u: of joining bim. He thetl proceeded to Jtan^pie^ 
bar,- haying heard that there was another laf<ge congregation, ministers^ 
Schools, the Bible translated, with many other books, and no images ia 
their churches, which he always much disliked, and had even di^puteif 
\^th' tl*e Roman priests on th^ir ihtpropriety. The worthy Mmlsters al? 
l^ranqoebar wtre^t first suspicious of him ; but, by f ^Kp«attfd doiitei^'* 
tittiia*;vdth biHi,, dmring several nDooths ib^x he re&ided ftwing ib^iiiU 
^t ,wfDe vftt s^afied ^h hiiii> and admitted him to the Lprd> table*. 
He was diligent in attending Uieir religious exercises, and particularly 
in the study of the Bible, which he had never seen before, fie began 
ixi make translations fr9m the Taihul into the Tclinga langua^ whick 
life wtites elegantly, as weH as the Mahratta. His friendte wouM readily 
have recommend^ him to some secular employment at Mad^ras or 
Tai^ore; but he declined their offers, being earnestly desirous of em« 
ployment only in the service of the church. 

* ^fiftvlttg beard of the Missiomries at Viiai^ipfttaia^ he expressed « 
sttoilg doinanito viait them, hoping that he might be ilaeliil amofig the 
faUnga ttatioik, cither in dmrch or schooL 

*= <^^ liow ^ily cafri»9 on the devotional exerciste of the n»tite%^b« 
flto iMIiikIng the way to Zioo. He frays in pnbbs with fluency,, fer* 
vencyi and zeal^r he.pfeadiea the Gboapet ta siDn^ts HCitbjiirdBat acal^ 
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being always within my call, I am able to consult him on ali 
occasions. This advantage I could not enjoy by employing 
any other Brahmin. I communicated the circumstance to 
him^ and he received it with the humility and gratitude be- 
coming a Christian. He desires me to present his profound 
mlams. He has copied the correct sheets of St. Mark's Gro- 
spel ; but as he renders me more essential service by translat- 
ing from the Taaml, and by answering all the questions I poi 
to him white I am translating myself, I shall not be able to 
employ him again to copy. That part may afs well be accom- 
plished by other Brahmms whom I employ under his superini- 
tendance. 

^^ Anunderayer wishes to communicate in writing the lively 
sensations of gratitude with which he is filled for the interest 
you take in his own and bis countrymen's spiritual and eter- 
nal welfare. He is now, on a visit to his relations ; as soon' 
as he returns^ I will send you his sentiments in Tetinga^ 
with an English translationrv 

** Ancmderayer has completed the translation of the four 
Oospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and St. Paul's E4>i8l3e tor 
the Romans, from the Tamul. These I always eidnsi^' wheir- 
tver any difficulty arises whift I am translating, and they ren- 
der »e great assistance.r St Mark's Gospel is complete, and 
I hope to transmit it to you in the course of this month. I 
think I may safely promise you St. Luke^s Gospel before your 
second meeting in the ensuing year.^ You will pereerve thai 
the work proceeds but slowly f but^thts cannt>t be avoided, nr 
I have determined noi to send you one verse which has not 
been minutely examined three or four times,^ by Anuaderayer 
and myself in conforenee. 



ke labours from morning to nij^t^ asnsting in- th^ ti'aaakttioii -of t^e 
four Gospels, and in examining manuscripts of religbus tracts, that h» 
may put the word of salvation into the hands of his country meo. Ke 
is blessed with a suitable partner, who adorns thci doctrines of Oo4 her 
Saviour ; and who has been received into- the cbwch by the sa^i^oi^. 
Ainimce of baptism." CAritt, Ofcicrtr./or 0<^r 1810^ i>i 047. . -^ 
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'* The Tdinga translation will reap great advantage from 
Ae Telinga language, which richly furnishes the translator 
with words, phrases, and sentences for his purpose. The soft* 
ness, elegance, aud refinement of the Telinga language are 
generally acknowledged, and I can safely pronounce it, from 
my own "attention tait, regular in construction, replete with 
sentences, clear and strong, and abounding with the roost 
beautiful figures of spe^h." 



No. 2. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. C. John, the senior 
Minister of the Royal Danish Mission at Tranque-^ 
bar ; dated Tranquebar, Nov. 15, 1809, and ad' 

■ dressed to Mr. Brown, 

^^ The pious and generous charity t>f the Bible Society for 
granting the treasures of the Holy Scriptures to the natives 
;freely as a present, comes now in the most seasonable time ; 
300 of the Old in quarto, and 300 of the New Testaments in 
Tamul in octavo, besides the sets of the New Testament which 
may be bad in the Vepery mission, are still in our stock at 
Tranquebar, and we shall be most happy to offer them to the 
disposal of the Corresponding Committee, and shall also un*-' 
dertake with pleasure a more extensive distribution amongst 
Ihe Christiatis, heathens, and any religion in all the countries 
where the Tamul language prevails and is spoken. Before 
Itbese are distributed, we may have time to correspond when a 
new edition will be wanted. 

<^ I have also inquired for translators of the Holy Bible 
into the Telinga and Mahrattian languages. In the former our 
pious Christian Brahmin Anunderayer has already translated 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, and will probably continue the 
ether Gospels, and he is also able to translate tbe Holy Scrip- 
tiires into the Mahrattian. But as tbe honourable Bible S<h 
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netjr imdMbtfldljf wi^hft ihtt Uraatlntiont JVUljr tf« «0OTted ss 
fMNi as poiMbk, feraral parte if the Holy Scripturet ip ik^ 
OM and New TcsUimiit may be truflei) la Idojoe ihap we 
f rantlacor. I have for my aaaialtnoe 10 Indian lk/?ratare^ aii4 
in my performance of religpout bookf for fcbpoU and bea<> 
Ibeos, fiqcc aixtecn years, a vary learaedj and I may 9ay ifi 
tnilii, a very rirtuoiM and bbaest Brahonn, and a graajt ftiaiid 
of Anunderayer^ who is now translating otur Tampt adiioob- 
books into Telinga, which I intend to send to the Rev. Mr. 
Desgranges at Vizagapatam. He oflTers to translate the Epis- 
tles, in the New Testament^ meanwhile Anunderayer conti- 
nues his translation till the Acts of the Apostles, and he will 
also communicate his translation to the perusal and approba- 
tion of Anunderayer. An able Mahrattian Brahmin is alao 
to be bad, who will translate any part of the Holy Scriptures 
given to him ; but I beg yoi; to inform me, if not already 
translators into the Telinga and Mahr^tiai^ have beeq ^m- 
p]o3red by the Corresponding Committee. The Portuguese 
Old and New Testament wonld^also be most aecept^le, and 
a blessing not only to Poituguese Protestants, but el^ to 
many Roman Catholic Pad«4es and Christiaiis at Madras, St. 
. Thom*, Sadras, Pondioherry, Cuddalore, Portonovo, Tranqne* 
bar, Tanjore, Mana, Ceylon, and in short in all the other 
chief plaees. auto Goa and Bombay. Many of tfia Ro#an 
Catholics are not so averse to the reading of the Bible as be- 
fore, and even many request them from us. Of the OW Tes^ 
tament we can dispose of (k)0 ' at 3 pagodas or 9 aicea rupeea, 
and a new edition of the Psalms is under our press, Whiefc 
will be finished next January, at 1 tt^^eft rupee. Of the New 
Testament we have only lae at i pagbda. Three hundred 
Psalms we have in Tamul still at 1 st<j<3a rupee, and fiOO Pro^ 
verbs of Solomon whh Siraeh, at « sicca rupees. ' This will be 
a great and seasonable relief in the present afflictions of our 
Danish mis$ion, during the war, in which we get no remki> 
tances at aH, neither from Copenhagen, nor Xjermany %' bW 
oqly a monthly allowance of flOO pagodas from the Honour* 
abte Government at Madras^ fdt* whieh feasor we ba^ bee* 
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dbliged to iend away, with the greatest grief, about half our 
charity children, and to refuse tii^se who cry for reception/* 



No.3. 

Extract from the *^ Second Memoir of the State of 
the (Oriental) Translations^ in a Letter to the^' 
Baptist Missionary Society^ from Dr. Carey and 
the Missionaries at Seranipore. Nov. 1809. 

^* Dear Brethren, 

'^ Two years, have nearly el^sed since we laid b^re yon 
and our Fellow-christians in Britain and America, the state of 
those trtnslations in which we were engaged. We now pro- 
ceed to gi?e a second statement, describing the progress of the 
work during these, two past years ; in doing which we shall 
adhere to the order laid down in the first. 

^^l.Tht Bengalee comes first then before us; respecting 
which we have the satisfai^tion of stating, that, after fifbeik 
years' labour, the whole of the Scriptures is completed in this 
langui^. To the Ood of mercy we desire to ofler our grate- 
ful acknowledgments ! 

*^ As it affords opportunity for farther improvement in the 
translation, we may observe tb^t a third edition of the Bengalee 
New T^stami^nt in folip is printing, principally to be used in 
pa%lic worship^ We print only an hundred copies. 

^< 9. In the Orissa language the New Testament is printed^, 
and nearly the whole of the book of Psalms. Hie New Test a- 
tmttit contains gjd pages in octavo ; and the expense attend* 
ing this edition of lOOO copies, including paper, wages, wear 
of type^, kc. kc. amounts to about S500 rupees, or 457/. 

'^3. In the Tdinga language the Ifcw Testament waits t(> 
be revised and print^, the whole being translated^ and a be- 
ginning made in the Old Testament. 

*^ 4. In the Ktmata language the progress is nearly the 

m 
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Mme as in the Telinga ; ibt New TeiUiiient being ready foe 
lenaioii) and. a commencement made in the Old. In oaic 
last Memoir, we mentioned Ibat tbe alpbabets of tbese two 
last countries are so nearly allied as to require only tbe ad- 
dition of a letter or two to the Telinga in order to adapt it to 
tbe Kernata. These additions to the Telinga we can easily 
make ourselves. 

** 5. Relative to the Guzerattety circumstances, principally 
of a pecuniary nature, have compelled us to put a stop to the 
printing of the New Testament for the present, and to slacken 
in the work of translation *, 

^^ 6. In the Mahrattit language, circumstances not greatly- 
dissimilar have compelled us to proceed slowly with regard to 
printing. The four Gospels, however, are nearly printed off, 
and we have now a hope of being enabled, to make betler 
progress* It was observed in our last statement, that the wiiole^ 
of the New Testament was translated into this language, and: 
part of the Old. 

^< 7* The operation of tbe same circumstances has also^*. 
focted the printing of the New Testament in tbe Hmdoosfhamee 
language. We have been enabled, however, to complete the 
better half of it, and hope so<m to be able to finish the whole. 
Tbe call for the New Testament in this liuiguage is constantly 
increasing, and, we have reason to believe, the version will 
be generally understood. 

*' 8, The Punjabee, or lai^uage of tbe SedtSu The whole 
New Testament w&its for revision^ A fount of types is com- 
pleted in this character, and a conimencement made in the 
printing. 

^^ g. The Sungskrit^^ln our last we acquainted you wi^ 
our having begun a. translation in this extensive, copious, and* 
highly venerated language. We can now add that the whole 
of the New Testament is printed off, and that we have pro-, 
eeeded as far as the middle of £xodus in pipnting the Old. 

' * The liberal contributions which have been lately made^ and re* 
mitted, from the north of Britain, from the Bible Society, and fronts 
Aq^ericai will, yre trust, i^emedy this incoQvei^nce. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Appendix ll. kci 

,11te Nevtr Testament contains sbmewkat more tbiin SOO quarto 
pagea^ and the expense o£ primting this editioni of six hundred 
copies^ has beea about ^OOOrupees^ or 500/. Both the trans* 
latiog and the priming of the Old Testament are advafictng 
with a considerable degree of vigour. 

** 10. Relative to the Burman — Our brother Chater and 
F. Carey are assiduous in- stiidying the languagCi The former 
has begun translating, and ihe latter was about to commence. 
Under the direction of our Burman pundit we have cut a neat 
fount of Burman types; so that every thing is ready for 
printing as soon as our brethren shall leel warranted to send 
any part of the Scriptures for the press. 

**11. Relative to the CAiwe^tf— The encouragements given 
to the study of this language by three of our youths, have not 
only contributed to their proficiency, but, with other ci^cum- 
stancesy have tended to accelerate the translation. . Providence 
has furnished us with a Chinese foundery, if it may be so 
termed. More thad eighteen months ago we b^ah to employ^ 
under Chinese superintendance^ certain natives of Bengal, for 
many years accustomed to cut the patterns of flowers used in 
priht^g cottoiis, . and have found them succeed beyond Our 
expectation. The ddicate workmanship required in their 
former employ fits them for cutting the stronger lines bf the 
Chinese characters, when they are written, and the work su« 
perintended^ by a Clunese artist. 

. ^' Some, months ago we begah printing iL newly revised 
copy of the Gospel by Matthew, to the middle of which we 
are nearly advanced. The difficulty of afterwards correcting 
the blocks causes us to advance with dow and careful circmn-- 
spection. The whole New Testament will be printed in 
octavo, on a size resembling that of Confucius, so common, 
and so highly venerated among the Chinese^ Two pi^es are 
cut on one block. When printed oflT, the page is folded, so 
as to have the two blank sides inward, in the manner 'of 
die. Chinese. The blocks are made of the wood of the 
Tamarind tree." . 

** 13* Previously to our sending the last Memoiri we had 
I in 9 
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•onplctcd faants of types in the Bengalee, Nagree, OrisM, 
end Mabratta characters^ betidea the founl of Permn whidi 
^1^ rtceifed from England. To these, three «oie have sineeL 
been added; namely, the Punjabee, the Chinese^ and the 
Barman/^ 



No. 4. 

"Thb religious society established at Basle, purchased 1500 
copies of the French Protestant Bible, partly by their own 
funds, and partly by the lOO/. remitted from this society; of 
these copies several hundred have been distributed in Lau- 
sanne, Montmirail, Besan^on, Strasburgh, and some even in 
the interior provinces of France *." 

JExtract of a Letter from the Committee of the German 
Society in Basle, dated Oct. 17, 1808. 

<' From the sale of axonsidetable number of French Bibles^ 
which we disposed of very cheap to some truly excellent 
French ministers at Languedoe, We have been enabled to pro-* 
ceed to a new edition of the French Testament* At first we 
endeavoured to collect a sufficient sum e-money for the print- 
ing of the whole French BiUe ; but as we could not succeed 
to the fdl extent of our wishes, we were oUiged to confine 
ourselves to the New Testament* This we intend to disposa 
of at the lowest price, from whence we may hope for an ex- 
tensive sale and circulation f." 

Extract of another Letter, dated March ^0, 1810. 

** Your two last letters gave the sincerest pleasure to every 
member of our Committee, containing, as, they did, such new 

♦ Third Report of Bible Society, p. 3, 
\ Fifth Report of Bible Society, p. Sft. 
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propfs of the noble spirit of Christian liberalit)^, which per- 
vades yoor excellent Bible Society ; and I am commissioned 
' to inform you of the safe arrival of the two donations of \O0k 
and SO0/.5 <uad to give an account of the application of the 
same. We immediately ordered 1000 copies of the Frtoch 
New Testament to be sent to the Protestant ministers in the 
southern parts of prance ♦/' 

'Extract of another Letter ^ April 4, 1810. 

** From the south of France we have received the pleasing 
intelligence^ that even Roman Catholics secretly desire to ob- 
tain our Testaments^ and read them with -eagerness and grati- 
tude f/' 

. Another proof that the Scriptures are eagerly read^ even by 
CathoIic95 upon the Continent^ is contained in the following 
y^ry interesting letter. 

Translation of a Letter from a Roman Catholic Cler- 
gyman in Germany.^ dated October 1809, addressed 
to a Protestant in Switzerland, and transmitted to 
the Bet. C. F. Steinkopff. 

<^ Blessed be God^ at last we have a ^beap Bible for the peo- 
ple of our persuasion. Notwithstanding the many difficulties, 
the printing pf it is now happily completed at Ratisbon, and 
several thousand copies are now circulating in various Roman 
Catholic provinces of Germany. The two first editions (each 
comprehending several thousand copies) are already disposed 
. of, and the third will soon leave the pr^ss. I myself distri- 
buted no less than 630 copies. In the Bisbetpric of Costanz, 
eight clergymen have publicly announced the excellent Ratis- 
bon Bible institution^ ^nd most earnestly recommended t^e 

* l&xth Rcpwt of Bible Society, p. TS. 
t ^l>id. p. T4. 
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TtBidiog of the Holy Scriptares. Immediately after thdr ser^ 
mons, numbers applied; fiOOO copies were not sufficient to 
satiny them all. Professor Sailer (a celebrated Doctor of Di« 
▼inity, who, on account of his scriptural principles, is held in 
high estimation not only by Roman Catholics, but also by 
Protestants) recommended, in a sermon preached at Laudsbut 
(which is an university in Bavaria), this most excellent of all 
books ; and he afterwards wrote : ' The Bible is now read by 
students, by the people, and even by children/ He also sent 
600 copies to his friends in the Roman Catholic cantons in 
Switzerland, and I did the same to mine in Austria, where, to 
my certain knowledge, they have been most joyfully received 
and eagerly read. Should God condescend to give us his 
blessing, for which thousands daily implore him, much good 
and edification may be expected in our Roman Catholic coun- 
tries. Assist us with your prayers, beloved friends and bre- 
thren, that our blessed Saviour may pour out his Holy Spirit 
upon all to whom we send this sacred volume ; for w^at can 
the dead letter effect without the enlivening Spirit ? If we 
make use of the means, God will not withhold his blessing. 
Ob that the earth might soon be filled with the knowledge c& 
the Lord i But, alas I still darkness covers the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. Misery and wretchedness abound; 
mankind groan under the iron yoke of infidelity ; yet they will 
not come to themselves, they will not acknowledge the hand 
of the Lord, they will ngt smite on their breast, they will riot 
relent, but multitudes seem to harden themselves, and to re- 
volt against the scourge that chastises them. That the Lord, 
to whom all power is given, in heaven and on earth, will do 
every thing to bring back the children of men, for whom he 
bled and died, may be confidently expected : but when men 
despise his grace, and abuse his long-suffering, we -must trem- 
ble lest he should remove the candlestick to other nations.'* 
Remark. 
Several Protestant Divines, it is said, have seen the edition 
of the New Testament printed by the Roman Catholic Bible 
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^ciety in Ratisbon, and consider it a faithfol translation from 
the original Greek ♦. 

No. 5. 

Extract of a Letter from a respectable Officer in the 
Royal Navj/y dated Gibraltar ^ July 7, 1 809. 

*"* I HAVE received your letter of the 3d ult. as also the Testa- 
ments you sent me^ as well as the Bibles. I keep no account 
of the numbers I distribute, nor the names of those I give 
them to J for the most part I give them to people I never saw 
before^ and perhaps shall never see agaui. I consider myself 
something like the ploughman scattering the seed upon the 
earth : the increase must be the work of God. 

** The persons to whom I have given Spanish Testaments 
have frequently been strangers residing in distant parts of the 
country. Some I have given away in the villages, and some 
upon the highway, and not a few upon the water. 

*^ r have given away several to the priests,, and they always 
received them from me with apparent joy and satisfaction. I 
have at the same time given Testaments to others who were in 
their company, which they approved of and thanked me for. 
The Portuguese Testaments will be distributed amongst their 
squadron. ■ The officers are personally known to me : they 
are now in the bay; I sent them a part of the last, which 
they thankfully received ; the rest I sent on shore to some 
poor labouring people of that nation, who were overjoyed with 
the present. God has said. He will set Christ's empire in the 
sea ; and we have great reason to bless God^ who has put it 
into the hearts of his people to send the Scriptures into our 
navy. Truly the voice of the Lord is upon the waters ; the 
night of death is far spent, and the day of Gospel light is at 
handf/' 

* Sixth Report of Bible Society, p. 75^ 
t Ibid. p. 9. 
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No. 6. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. F. S. Huber, 
dated Catharinenstadty Jan. 4, 1808. . 

^' The Bibles and Testaments, which were sent by the En* 
glisb Bible Society, as a present to the German Colonies near 
the Wolga, are safely arrived, and have been distributed 
amongst a number of poor people, by whom they were re- 
ceived with great joy and gratitude. My journey was attended 
with trouble and expense ; but I felt myself amply repaid by 
the joyful sight I witnessed, and by the many tears of grati- 
tude which I saw flow. Indeed, when I heard many an ho- 
nest godly man pronounce his blessings upon his remotebene- 
factors, I felt so delighted that I could have gladly mside 
again this troublesome tour. Some very worthy people came 
on purpose to express to me their feelings on the occasion ; 
* Pray,' say they, ' do not forget to return Our most respectful 
thanks to this excellent society ; and tell them we feel quite 
constrained to implore t particular blessing * upon them •/* 



No. 7. 

*' The Naval and Military Bible Society has been furnished 
yrith large supplies of English Bibles at the cost prices f." 
^^ With a view to the particular supply of soldiers and seamen^ 
the Committee are engaged in making arrangements for the 
^ppoiptment of agent$ at all the military and naval depdts,for 
the >ale of Bibles and Testaments at reduced prices. Of the 
extent to which the Scriptures have been thus disposed of, or 
gratuitously bestowed, the Society will be enabled to juc|ge> 

* Fifth Report of Bible Society, p. 61. 
t Sixth Report of Bible Society, p. 17. 
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fromtthe follomagffacti^TT^viz. .That, wUfun-tHo .^asttiyaji^ajSj 
no Jes&.a.nuinber than iive thpqsand tlir^e hMiKlred^^^d^^eyen- 
ty-sewnBibteS and TQitamentSvhaye beendistfibiUed by one 
correapondem only pf your CommltUje, principally to ^e 
army and navy, .with a 25fiaUai3Ml discjrimination yyfeiGh ,.are 
entitled to tbe^ highest commendation, , and which haye ,r^- 
ceivedftbe most pordial thwiks of yout Qwinijtt^e**'* 



No. 8. 

]£.'xtr<ict of 41 ^LetUr fromtCapt..^ » (Slonehouse. 

• ^^ It is impogsihter to ^ive you an.adequate descrjpti^p of. t^e 
anxiety that \yas.manifejsjied by^thepoor Spaniac^s to getpp§- 
jsesaion of .a Testament x .many sought. them with, teitr? iand 
earnest entreioi^s ;..ahd although IhaH ;»early enough for th^pi 
jall^ ypt it was with (tf ffiauUy> they vyere pacified, uatilihey le- 
.eeived from my hand the .Word of eternal life. Singe^ whicji 
I have witnessed. ^the.mojBt pleasing ^ght that, ever my.^yes 
Jbeheldf?-^early a thousand poor Spanish ..pria^oi^ers, sittlijg 
ro>und the prison walls-r-doing .what ?. reading the Word of 
(xod^with an apparent^eageirness that would b^ve put;,mf^ 
professing Christians to the blush f.'* 

No. 9. - 

Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman at Plymouth^ 
dated September 8, 1 808. 

^* I was much pleased this morning with the receipt of yijur 
favour, inasmuch as it brought with it the approbation of the 
Committee on my distribution of the Spanish Testaments 

♦ Sixth Report of Bible Society, p. 19. 
t Third Report, p. 39. See also Fifth Report, pp. 50, 51. 
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among the crevr of the frigate. I have never felt a gfoW of 
more pleasing satisfaction than in this service. "iHiere iteeded 
not my visiting the ship in order to disperse the Testaments 
properly, for ray house hath been surrounded with appKca- 
tions from the men themselv^ft, and I s(]f>pose not lest than 
300 of them have been at my door upon the occasion. Verf 
providentiaHy for the purpose, an interpreter, who resides in 
Plymouth, I met with in the early stage of the arrival of the 
frigate. He undertook to see the commander of the ship, and 
Irought with him the priest of the ship, who came to my 
house, accompanied with several of the officers. From the 
liberality of this man, the ship's company were not only per- 
mitted to accept of the Testaments, but h^ accepted two copies 
himself in their presence, and recommended the perusal to the 
toen: and the earnestness with which they seek them, the 
pleasu^ expressed in their countenances when givfen to them, 
and the immediate use made of them, in literally reading them 
as they pass the streets, is astonishing. . The greater part kiss' 
the book on receiving it, and clasp it to their bosdhf ; ' atid 
many, before I was aware of it, ciught ihy hland 'm the act of 
giving it out, and kissed it also; even the priest, who is a ve- 
nerable looking man, did the smne. The interjlreter hath se- 
veral limes wept on beholding the earnestness of the people 
'for hiavjng the Word of God. Many begged copies ibr 
their friends at home *." 

♦ Fifth Report of Bible Society, p. 4a 



Digitized by 



Google 



Appendix L xcix 

I. 



^M,R.Ckripk^ laments the wapt of, more assistance at Taji- 
jprie, * Hqw bftppy.^ thing, he gbserves, would it be, if God 
w€;re to furai^h a faitjifo) Missionary for the assistance of Mr« 
KplhofF* arid another, or tiyo fpr thjB congregations 8authwar4 
of Taiyare, It is cjelight^l to see the growtji of theTanjore 
I^sfpp^ ^pd the spntbern congregations dependent on it* 
X^ iph4l>.iunts of >yhole villages flock to it/ What a pity 
^bere are not labourers for siich a great a^nd delightful harvest ! 
At Jafl&?^ * and all t;he co^ of Ceylon, tjbiere is another great 
harvest. We have sent such o^our natjve Catecbists as could 
be spaced, but niany are req^uired for tjiat extensive work/ '[ 
(Report pf BarUet^'s ftuildings' Society^ 1903^ p. 139,) 

^.^Tb^;-^ seeojis.to b^, these wo^rthy Missionaries (the Danish) 
pb^rve, an evident and gradual preparation in India for the re- 
ception of the Gospel* If a iufficient number, ofpiotts labourers 
c0iifd be, sqnt, inffi their vineyard^ the happiest effects^ they 
doubt not, would soon appear.'' (Report for ^803, p. \^U\ 

The following account, wliich I quote from the Christian 
Observer, is taken from a letter of Mr. Gerick6, the principal 
Missionary in the East Indies of the Society for promotilig 
Christian Knowledge, dated Vepery, near Madras, Jan. is, 

♦ It appears that there are probably more than three hundred thou- 
sand Christians on the coasts of Ceylon. " What a field is here opened 
for faithful Missionaries !** " Letters of a recent dafe, from a gen- 
tleman then on the island, state that the schools begin to wear a tery 
favourable aspect, and that there is good reason to hope that in a little 
time genuine Christianity may be diffused throughout the British ter- 
ritory. . . . We have heard that the EngUsh Liturgy has been trans- 
lated into the Malabar language (the language spoken by the Christians 
of Ceylon) and b used by them/' (Christian Observer, Vol. L p. 32^9.) 

n 2 
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1803. I presume that this U the letter noticed in p. 145 of 
the Bartlett'8 Buildings' Society Report tor 1804. 

** When in my journey I caipe near to the extremity of the 
Peninsula, I found whole vill^tges waiting anxiously for my 
coming, to he further iustiructed and baptized. They had got 
acquainted with our Native Priest in that country, and the Ca* 
tjchtsts ahd ChriAians, and hiid'l^rned from tfa^m the Cate- 
chisni, wtiich those who could writ^, copilEid, to l^athit tbem^ 
sdves at! their leisure. When they heard of tiny coit^ikijg^ they 
^roRe th^ir idols to pieced, and co'nv^tt^d th^ir tJ^ttoplfes' ittt<i 
Chriistrah chui'ches, ih which I instructed and baptised them 
(fo sbmfe about SfOD, iii othei^s about 300); fo^nWd th^em into' 
Christian congregations, procured for them Gateibhi^ts^ atid 
Schoolmasters, tki& ihade" them- chooise in' each ]Mace four 
adei^s. These ex^ples awakened' the wWl^ dounti^y';- and 
wh^ti I wars about tlo ledve it, the itthabftaifts^ of rtatoy moi^-^9- 
fages iehi messages to' m^, beggittg of ttit (6 reilnafm a c6tipfe of 
months longei^ \ti tfie codnttyj atid id do iH thetr viflagea the 
good work I had done in those of their neighbours. My si- 
tu^oA riot allowing this, I r^comfnehd^d thtitt t6 flfrt' Native 
Pf ieits arid Caftefchists, thdt Uri thtr€ ; ahd siflc^ that th^e have 
been irisftrticted afirf bipti^'d 2/6to people mo^, an* eighteen 
ihbh cbngVega'Cibhs have beeri fdatvhtd" (Ohtiitmii Observer,. 
Vd.ii. p,568.*) 

" It seems, Mr. Gerick^ observes, that if we bad faithful and 
discreet labourers for the vineyard of the Protestant Mission on 
this coast, to send wherever a door is open unto us, -rapid would 
i>cthe progress of the Gospel. Our nativeTeachers, thoughsome 
of them may not be inferior to us in the knowledge of the great 
friiths of (he Gospel, and in the manher of communicating them, 
still their discourses carry not th^t weight with them, that is felt 
when we speak to the natives. They never gain that confidence 
that is placed in anEuropean, when they are once coinvineed that 

* kei Also the Hfefori of the Sdcieiy fdr proriibtihg Christiiti Kjio\^- 
JcB^e, for Isbij p. lii. Vthj di-e not th^ letters fVom India coll^cttd 
indpublishccl> Thfe^ cBuld hardly fail td lexcite gfenferal attfehtion, and 
t» pfocbrfeiii accfessibh tb thfe Sbbiety's furifli.^ 
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ht ii actually^ what hcf exhorts them to be. Without goad Mis- 
sidnariesjtrue disciplesof Jesus Christy from home, the work of 
the Mission, it seems^ would lose its respeetSibiliiy, even though 
the native Teateherswere good men; and Missionaries without 
the spirit and mind of Christ, and as full of the world as the 
Hativesarey would soon make it the most graceless thingimagin? 
able/' (Report of Bartlett's Building?' Society, 1 804> p, Hf.) 

*^ Catechists and Schoolmasters^ to a- certain> extent, with 
Malabar Bibles, Catechisms, and other Books, had been fur- 
liished^ bikf ihere was great need of other Missionaries, '' 
(p. WO.) V 

The Rev. Mr. Holzberg, in a" letter dlated 12th Oct. isoa,' 
reports that Mr. Gericke died at Vellore on the sd day of that 
month. 

, . ** The Society,*' he observes^ " had Ibst a most faithful ser- 
vant, the Mission its second pillar, and all India a benefactor 
a(nd' an eitainent cxampkof piety and vittu«." (Bartlett's 
Btiih*i»gs' Report, 18W, p» 1^.) 

•* The Rev.tbe DanishMissionaries^ inr a letter,, dated artTrao- 
^oebar, lOtih Oet. IdOd, report the most afflicting and inrepara- 
bte loss they anidthe Mission had suffered^ by the death ef their 
ever deafbtothet afnd senior, the Rev* Mr. Gerick^.'* (p. 152.) 

<* By Ihe death of Mr. Gericke, the Vepery Mission has lost 
flOt only its shepherd, btU also its stippcnrt; and the situation 
of the English, Portuguese, and Malabar congregations would 
be deplorable till another Missionary should arrive and be able 
to take the charge.''. . • ." Mr. KolbofF had already the charge, 
not only of the extensive Tanjore Mission, and of the many 
old atid new congregations beyond Palamcotta, but also the 
additional attendance on the new English garrison, in the 
fort of Tanjote." 

*^ Th^y had no ability to alleviate his hard labours otherwise 
ihanbyCatechists, books, and correspondence: for, besides-theic 
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three musionary churches, they had lately hed the careofthe 
Danish congregations, and Mr. John's health was on the de* 
oline. Theif therefore eantesily solkit thai the distressful si^ 
tuation of the English missions may ht taken intoeonsi" 
deration, and the most eflSsctual measures adopted for their 
preservation; otherwise what had been gained jwoqld- be Iost> 
and many thousand souls would be most deplorably circum^ 
stanced both in their spiritual and temporal concerns.*' (Re- 
port of Bartlett's Buildings' Society, 1804, p« U3.). 

** ^* A Mr. Schneyrogel had been sent to ihtm (the Danish 
Missionaries in the character of a Catechist, who had made a 
good beginning in Malabar and Portuguese, and was serviceable 
in both languages. In the want of ordained ministers, such 
assistants were of great use in the missions. In case of t^ 
death of a missionary, such an one could preserve the property 
of the mission from falUng into in^proper hands, andi could 
continue the work as a reader, or preacher and catechist, tcU 
an ordained missionary shoul<t arrive. Mr. Kolhoff, they ofa» 
serve, would be greatly assistedby ope or twp.of 3uch d^sislaniSf 
when he could occasionally send to Palamcotta and other dis- 
tant congregations with less difficulty and expense than when 
himself went. The large town of Negapatnam, hereK^re a 
favourite place with the late Mr. Giericke, havixig many Dutch,, 
Portuguese, and Malabar Christians in it^ was destitute p£ a 
Minister. The Danish Missionaries occasionally visited that 
poor flock, who were all anxious that a missionary might be 
stationed amongst them. In Ramanad a fine church and par- 
sonage had been built by the charitable C3o]onel Martens, in 
the hope that a missionary might be placed there. The ex- 
tensive mission of Palamcotta had severely sqflfered since the 
death of Mr. Joenicke. The country priest Sattianaden at- 
tended it, but he had a heavy charge of a nuxnherof cQngrega- 
iions, under the superintending direction, of. Mr. Kolhoff. 
Vcllore, Pullicat, and other places, were without a shepherd* 
They were addressed on every side, as well as from their En- 
glish brethren, to support the poor, to instruct the youth, and 
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latakc chiiEge of forsaketi congregations, but they were un- 
equal to attend to theke institutions. The missionaries, there- 
,fore, -had had it in cotitemplation to make six 6f the most able 
of the- Catechists country priests, h'keSattianaden; hut not 
y^t knowing what support cotild be furnished for them, the 
ihatter remained in suspense." — (Report of Bartlett's Build- 
ings' Society for 1806, p. 150.) 

Upon this statement, tl^ folio wi rig remarks are made by 
the Christian Observer. 

^* We trust that it will not remain long iri suspense, but that 
4he Society, iiiideterred by considerations of expense, will pur- 
sue every possible and proper expedient, not only for prevent- 
ing the ferther decline of the interests'* of religion "in India, 
i)ut foi^ advancing^ and confirming those interests. The libe- 
rality of the public, we • are confident, will most cheerfully 
answer to any «alU which nnay be made on it for this purpose ; 
and if, which we do not apprehend, there should eosist any 
thing in the comtitutUm of the Society inconsistent with this 
rnggestiinif Xhtn we can have no doubt that it becomes the 
duty of Christians in general, by means of a subscription, to 
supply the funds, which may be requisite for enabling the Da- 
nish missionaries to provide for the spiritual wants of our Indian 
brethren, who appear to be in such imminent danger of pe- 
rishing for lack of knowledge." — ^Vol. V. p. 715. 

Dr. Buchanan presents us with the following remarks, made 
during his journey, in 1806, from Bengal to Cape Comorin. 

" Next day I sat some hours with the missionaries (at Tan- 
jore) conversing on the general state of the mission. They 
want help : their vineyard is increased^ and their labourers 
are decreased. They have hitherto had no supply from Ger^ 
many in the room qfSwartZy Joenicke, and Gerickij and have 
ho prospect of supply." 

Aftier drawing a most beautiful picture of the assemblies of 
the Christians in Tanjore, he proceeds thus : 

" Soon after leaving Tanjore, I passed through the woods 
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mhabited by the CoDertes, or Thieves, wbotapenow hnmznitei 
by the Gospel. They were jclmmonms'jw a minister: they 
have churches,' iut no'Eurcpean9Unister.'*'^^eeChnsXiSLn Oh* 
server, Vol. vi. p. 336. 

I wish I coold add/ that these Awants bad been duly suppiied. 
In the Report of the Bartlett's BuUduigs' Society for IS09, I 
find the following paragraph : 

'* The great necessity of a fellow-labourer in the concerns 
of the extensive Tanjore mission, had led him (Mr.<KoIhoff) 
to request of Mr. Pohl6, that, if he coaM spare: Mr.iHorst, ' he 
-would consent to his removal- to TuAjore, which he bad ac- 
cordingly done, and Mr.Horst had been of great v^se in the 
schools and congregations of thai mission. The distant parts 
of the mission in the Tina vdly country were still badly pro- 
vided for> especially as the'decliAingstateof the country pn^t^s 
health, and his advanced age, had renderdd'it aecessary^to reoull 
him to Tahjore. Palamcotta required the constant residence 
of a missionary, who would also 'find,; in those congregations, 
sufficient employment • for two country priests >and'a ^ue- 
chist." — (Report of Sdoiety.for prompting Christian ^Know-. 
ledge for. 1809, p^ 174.) ' 
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1^ Wh^teveb imagmations yoa may have entertamed touch^^ 
ing the infallibility of your church, yet it is not so much as 
pretended that each sipgle Christian is infallible. There is no 
particular man amongst you, but what must own that it is 
pi^psible he may be misjtaken ; or what other reason c^p be 
given why; in those places where the pope has mpst power, 
^ven your learned men are not allowed, without ^ particular 
licence, to read the books of heretics, as ypu term Uaem: 
pcither are you permillted to read the Holy Scriptures, no, not 
even youroiyjQ vmlgtr translation of jthem (as it i^ qommofiiy 
cnUed), althopgfa many of you understand the I^atin tongue j 
<^X to epter into any free debase with us touching such 
matter3 as a»« in controversy between us* What (I say) is^^or 
can be, the reason of these and S(uch libe prohibitions that are 
Jald upon you, but oidy Ihis, that your ecclesiastical governors 
Sdt^ i^ery sensibly that ^bene is not one single mai^ of you bujt 
may possibly be deceived, and Jed into error, and even into 
h^esy I If then there be no single man of you but what may 
be mistidiLen, is it not the duty of every one of you to tajee ^M 
the £are he can that he be not deceived in any one thing upon, 
which, bis .fi^mal salvation depends ? And if you will take su<A 
tbiog^ upon trust, without inquiring the best you can into 
them^ u it naty at ieastj possible that your own priest may 
himself be mistakeUy and thereby deceive yoity as well as J, or 
a$9y other ^ourckrgy f' — Rsligiaus Tracts dispersed by the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge^ Vol. A* Tract 14> 
pp« 56, 61* By jkchbi$hop Synge^ 

*^ For if this be a good principle, that no man is to examine 
his rdtgion, but to Uke it. as it is, and! to believe it, and real 
satisfied with it; ith«i every ifian isto «»naan in the neUgioa 
be firsi lights vpen> whether by choice^ .or^tbe chanee of hit 
c^ocaJ^Mi^ Eor besought AoiAo chaxige but upon Jreaaoo ; Jmd 
leaooa bcoanlupreiione^iualess he be allowed to ezaminerhit 
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rdigioai and to compare it with otbcray to tee wWch b best, 
tnd ought in reaton to be chosen hj hhn. For la him that 
will not search into the reasons and grounds of any religion, 
all religions are alike ; as all things are of the same colour to 
him that lives always in the dark ; or, if he be rn the Kgh^ 
will not open his ^yes, and use them to discern the dkfkxem 
colours of things. But this is evidently unreasonaMe at first 
fight. For at this rate every man that hath^once embraced an 
error, and a false religion, must for ever contiitue in h ; be- 
cause if he be not allowed to examine it, he can never have 
reason to change ; and to make a change without reason is 
unreasonable, and mc;re levity and inconstancy. 

^^ And yet, for all I can see, this is the principle which the 
Church of Rome inculcates with great seal and earnestness 
upon their people, discouraging aU doubts about their religioir, 
as the temptation of the devil ; and all inquiry into the grounds 
and reaswis of ii^ as an tnclinalion to heresy 4 What else d^ 
they mean by taking the Scriptures out of the hands of the 
people, and locking them up from them in an unknown 
tongue 3 by requiring them absolutely to submit their judg^ 
ments and resign them up to the Churchy and to believe as she 
believes, though they know not what that is ? That is, to be- 
Ueve as their priest tells them§ for that is all the t^c&ing part 
of the Church that the common people are acquainted witbv 
And it is not sufficient to say, that when men are in the truth, 
and of the right religion, and in the bosom of the true Chnrcb^ 
they ought to examine and inquh-e no further. This is ma^ 
iiifestly unreasonad>le, upon three accounts. 
' ^^1. Because this is a plain begging of the thing vn ques- 
tion, and that which -every Church and every Religion does 
with equal confidence pretend to, that theirs is the only true 
Church. And these pretences are all alike reasonable, till 
the grounds ci them be examined, and compared together. 
And therefore it is the vainest thing in the world for the 
Church of Rome to say, that all religions in the world ought 
10^ be cxaminedbot their own, because theirs, and nOnfe else, 
is the true religic^^ For this which thqr say so . coofidcntly' 
#f it, that it is the tru^ religion, no n^an can know till he hath 
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examined it, and searched into the grounds of it, and consi- 
dered the objections that are against it. So that it is fond 
partiality to say, that their religion is not to be examined by 
the {leople which profess it, but all others ought to be examin- 
ed. Because every religion and every church may (for aught 
appisars to any man that is not suffered to examine) say the 
same for themselv^^, and with as much reason. And if so, 
then either every religion ought to permit itself to be examined, 
or no man ought to examine his own religion, whatever it be« 
And, consequently, Jews and Turks, and Heathens and Here- 
tics, ought all to continue as they are, and none of them to 
change; because they cannot reasonably change without ex-^ 
amining both that religion which they leave, and that which 
they a9[ibrace instead oiit, 

^* «. Admitting this pretence were true, that they are the truC: 
church, and have the true religion ; this is so far from being 
a veason why they should not permit it to be examined, that, 
en the contrary, it is (me of the best reasons in the tucrld^ loth 
why they should permit it to be examined, mnd why they may 
safely suffer it to be so. They should permit it to be tri^d, 
that men may upon good reason be satisfied that it is the true 
Mltgion : and they may safely do it, because, if they are sure 
that the grounds ^ their religion he firm and goody I am sure 
ihey will be never the worse for leing examined and looked into^ 

^' 3. It is certain among all Christians, that the doctrine 
preached by the Apostles was the true faith of Christ ; and 
yet they never forbad Christians io examine whMher it were so 
or not: nay, on the contrary, they exhorted every one to try 
and examine their religion, and whether that doctrine which 
they had delivered to them was the true faith of Qirist. So 
St« Paul, S Cor. xiii. 5« Examine yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith; prove your own selves. And again, 1 Thess. v. SI. 
Prove all things; holdfast that which is good. And so like- 
wise St. John, 1 Epistle iv. 1. Beloved, believe not every spirit^ 
hut try ihe spirits whether they be of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. And St. Luke^ 
Actsxvit. 11. commends it as a noble and generous quality in 
the Bereans, because they examined the doctrine which the 

OS 
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Apostles preached^ to 8«e whether it w#re agreeable to the 
Scriptures: TktsCy sajrs he, wtre inMrt n»hle than those tH 
Thessalonica, in that thisy received the iv&rd with aU rea^mss 
of mind, nnd searched the Sdriptutes daily, whether those 
things were so. 

<^ We desire no more of the Church of Rome, but that^fae^r 
encourage their people to search the Scriptures daily, and to, 
examine whether their doctrine be according to them, I 
would fain hear a pope commend to the people the searching 
of the Scriptures, to try their doctrines by it, and praise them 
for doing it. But it is a great iJvhile since the pope hath de^ 
clared bis dislike of this generous disposition in the people of 
s^r^hihg the Scriptures^ A mean and servile Ij^rit, that wiU 
trust him and the Church, without ^ver desiring to look into 
the Bible, is far more acceptable to him, and mH hrte his 
fttrtt much better. 

^ You see then, upon the whole matter, that it is a greaeJ* 

less and suspicious pretence of the Church of Rome, that ie*- 

cause they 0re infallibly in the right, and theirs the true reU^ 

-gion, therefore their people ought not to be permitted to exa^ 

fnineit. 

*♦ The dobttine of the Apostles was, undoubtttily, the true 
ftith of Christ, and yet they not only pcrtnitted the people to 
ekamlne it, but exhorted and enc<ouraged them so to do> and 
comn^iided them for it. And any mm that haih the spirit of 
a inan, U^yHdahkbr to submit to this slavey, md breah with 
the pope upon thii ^gk point, and tell him iMffbf: ffyouf 
religion be too good to he examined, I doubt it is too iadtoH 
Mieved. 

^\Ifit he said that the allowing of this Hbwty U ihe lem 
9o make people perpetually doubting and unsettlei, I Hetter^ 
ddny tidsi and affirm that ititapt tobavethecc^trtity effect j 
there being no better ^^y itk the wopM to eiSMfcllA afty maa 
in the belief ^f yelrgion, than to let him ke ttrtit ^bere arfe 
Hrtry g^ekl grbufads and teasoti^ for wbat l»e befievfes^j tvMeh^rto 
<i»an =cah s^e that is wot permitted to e^at^rnie wheth^^they h^ 
ISO t)r not/* Vol ij. tract U. pp. % 40, 1 1, \% li.'By 4r0h^ 
bishop Tillotson. 
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*' This true sense of God's word is not.to be found in the 
perplexed and crabbed commentaries of the schoolmen and 
philosophers : hut by a diligent comparing of Scripture wiih 
Scripture; endeavouring to follow in all things, and above all, 
the Spirit of God himself, who, by his divine illumination, 
teaches what ought to be avoided, and what ought to be em- 
braced ; what is profitable, and what is to be rejected. And 
since we are surrounded on all hands with the emissaries of 
the Church of Rome, who, too much laying aside the pure 
word of God, obtrude the dotages of human wit and invention 
upon unthinking persons — ■ * , 

General Rule for the Lower People. 

^^ The rule for the unlearned and ignorant in religion is thia : 
Let e^ch man improve bis own judgment, and increase hia own: 
knowkdgei as much as be can : and be fully a8«ured that God 
will expect no more. In matlers for which he must r^ltf m 
authority y let him rely on the authority of that Church, which 
God's Providence hath placed him under, rather than another 
which he hath nothing to do with 5 and trust thoae whiky^hf 
encouraging free inquiry^ appear 4q love i^uth^ rathir than 
such as, by requiring all their doctrines to he implicitly ohefyed^ 
seem conscious that they will not bear to b^ fai$'ly trie^d, JHuf 
never let him prefer any authority before that which is the 
highest of all authority, the written UM)rd f/* God. Thiti, 
^ therefore, let us all carefully study ; and not doubt, but that 
whatever things in it are necessary to be beUeved, are ^usy 
to be understood. This let us firmly rely on, and.tru^ to its 
truth, when it declares itself able io, make m wise unio salva*- 
tion, perfect and thoroughly furnished unto all good works f.'* 

* A Letter from Mr, •Onmdler, dated TranqucUr, 1715 ; puWished |q 
iT18,l)y the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge. 
* t Extract fVom Arichbishop Seeker's Discourses, by the latQ Bishop of 
London, and printed in the sixth Volume o/thc Tracts of the Baitletfa 
Builcliagt' Sodety. Tract?, p. 3a 

N. B. T^i^ Tract is eontained in the same.Vohime with the DkHogoes 
QfMr.SikesJ 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Sir, 

Permit me, as a minister of the Gospel, to express to 
you my unfeigned admiration of several passages in the.Anti* 
jacobin Review of January and" February last, in which the 
authors of that work point out the excellencies of a little Uact 
entitled, *♦ A Dialogue between a Minister of the Church of 
England and his Parishioners, concerning the Christian's li- 
berty of choosing fiis Minister.'^ I have learnt, as a first 
principle of my own religion, and I have even diligently taught 
my flock, that ministers (as the tract in question says) being 
** appointed of God," man evidently can have no right what- 
ever to change God's appointment. I also agree with the au- 
thor of the tract, and with the Antijacobin reviewers (for these 
two parties and myself seem of one mind on every subject), 
that the foundation of all the present schisms of the church 
has been laid in the disbelief of this most essential doctrine ; 
<< a doctrine " which, as is justly observed by the reviewers, 
^^ is as necessary to salvation as any other article of the creed 
0f Christians/' 
• The Antijacobin reviewer remarks : ** We cannot recollect 
having seer> in any modem publication, this view of the sub- 
ject/^ I likewise unite with the Antijacobin in this senti- 
ment 5 and I now address myself to the Christian Observer, in 
the hope that I may induce the conductors of it to assist in 
promulgating anew this ancient doctrine of the Christian 
church, to our oblivion of which I scruple not most confi- 
dently to assert, that the alarming increase of heresy and irre- 
, ligion, in the present day, is eiclusivdy to be referred, 

Tbe writer of the tract in question, whom the Antijacobin' 
reviewer so properly honours on account of it with the name 
of ** a master in Israel," m6st happily illustrates his subject 
by means of the following passage in a supposed dialogue be- 
tween a Minister and his people. 

** Minister. — Did you ever hear of people choosing their 
own father and mother ? Does not God choose them ? 

*« Answer. — ^Aye, surely. 



Digitized by 



/Google 



Appendix K, cxi 

m 

^^ Minisier.-^utt so God does in his charch ; and, there- 
fore, in the words of St. Paul, I tell you, though you may have 
ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fa- 
thers } for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the 
Gospel ; wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me/* 

A private Christian, as the tract proceeds to shew, ought no 
more to leave his appointed pastor, than a child ought to leave 
his parent. *^ The plea of edification " is, as those reviewers 
appear to hold, in all qases a senseless plea ; it shews, as they 
say, that a man '^ has a zeal for God which is not according 
to knowledgje/' It converts the church from a visible into 
an invisible body. And thus, as they add, '' is our ancient 
and venerable mother bereaved of her children, and the zeal 
even of her own hous^ hath eaten her up." 

But excuse me. Sir, if at the mention of these affecting 
words — ^I mean the words, ^< thus is our ancient and venerable 
mother bereaved of her children,*' — I can no longer suppress 
my feelings, nor disguise my indignation at the inconsistency 
of those Antijacobin reviewers, whom I have been afiecting 
to praise. I, Sir, am a Catholic ; I am a zealous old-fashion* 
ed Catholic priest. I am a true descendant from St. Peter. 
Can the Antijacobin deny it ? Do n6t the Protestant clergy 
derive their rights, such as they are, from us ? How came the 
Protestants to separate from us ? Was it not by following that 
very conduct which the Antijacobin now prohibjts on pain of 
damnation ? The children at that time refused to follow their 
spiritual fathers. The people would not be bound' to abide, 
each of them by his own appointed parish priest ; though he 
was the priest whom the pope, or chief father of the church, 
set over them ; and hence arose that most horrible of all 
schisms, which has been the parent of every other schism— I 
mean, the Reformation. 

We often hear of persons kicking dotvn the ladder by which 
they rose; and never was this observation more strikingly 
verified than in the case which I am now considering. The 
Protestants prevailed by insisting on the right of private judg 
ment. These presumptuous reformers questioned the doc« 
trines, they examined the characters, they even exposed the 
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vic€65 of the ihen regular clergy^ What a schismatic and he* 
rctk was Luther in this respect 1 And now, if merely a Uttte 
trifling preference is given to oue preacher over another ; if a 
jnan^ for the sake of a better sermon, happens at any time to 
step into any other than his own parish church, these fol-- 
lowers of Luther affirm that the gtjtlt of schism is incurred^ 
and that the wandering hearer immediately comes under God's 
condemnation* 

But it will, perhaps, be said, the times are changed ; that 
^Catholic clergy were wicked, and were also erroneous in 
their doctrine, at the era of the Reformation ; but that now the 
dergy of the Church of England are altogether exempiary and 
ortfaoiloic. But, Sir, { understand that this is the very point of . 
which it is the object of the tract in question to forbid the ex* 
aminatlon. The tract teaches thafa priest is a priest, and that^ 
becjEnise he is a priest, his doctrine cannot but be good, and 
edification cannot fail to follow, I insist, therefore, that the 
Antijaoobin reviewers are now br^mding t^at tenet as heretical, 
which is the very t^net by which they rose. *• The principles 
of these doubte-tninded ttien,'* saj'^ the Antijaoobin, " are> 
as they necessarily must be, a bundle of inconsistencies*" I 
say that •* the principles of the Anrijacobin atie, fts they ne- 
cessarily must be, a bundle of inconsistencies.'* fn alM>rt, I 
humbly venture to suggest that the clergy of every Protestant 
church aire bound to let thetr doctrines atid thetr eharacters 
be 'Canvassed by others, as onrs once were by them ; and that, 
since the event of the Reformation, the principle of blind 
obcdknce to the «iere authority of a priest, however mischie- 
vous may be his faith or scandalous liis life, no longer exists, 
except among us Caiholies. TTie Protestants, who do not 
allo^vs^ of -any right of private judgment in this respect, are 
bound, as I conceive, to renounce the name of Protestants, 
and to return to that ^'^ ancient and venerable another, who 
has "been so long bereaved of her children.'* 

i am,Sir, 
V Your obedient acrvant, 

PETtR <yLEARr. 
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Specinwn of St, PauVs Epistle to the Romans, 
translated by Sabat. 

No. I. Chap. i. 17- 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

13 U W 9 

^^^ASU ^^ J<iL— >JI o' *-V ^ '-V 

13 



1 3 3/4 

Therein | the righteousness | of God | is*" revealed | 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 * 12 

from faith | to faith | aa it is written | the just | shall live 

13 • 
by faith. 

No. II. Chap. ill. 10. 

7 6 5 4 3 2 I 



9 8 



As I it is written | in his word ] there is not any man | 

6 7 8 9 

just I neither all j nor one. 

P 
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No. III. Chap. viii. 9. 
* < 3 s 1 

IS U 10 9 8 7 c 

^Jv' ^ ^ (iHi aWI ^jj ^ c:^^Uu^( ^^1 

K 14 13 

• 9 34 5 « 

But ye are not | of the flesh | but | of the Spirit if \ 
there dw«lls \m you | the Spin/ «f God | and ^ver | 
has not | the Spirit | of the Meiah | has no annexion j 
witb him. 



. ' L * 3 , . , 



No. IV. Chap. X. 9. 

4 3 _ 

» 19 .11 10 9 8 "7 

'",0 J, , - ^ ^ ^/,^ 

15 14 

193 4 

IT that I thou acknowledge | with thy tongue I the Lord I 

67 ft ft 

Jesus J and believe ( in thy heart [ diat |<5!i J raised' Aim I 

19 13 14 15 

from j among | the dead | thou art sned. 
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Extracts of Letters, printed in the last Report of the 
Sunday School Society. 

Tit ley Court. 
1. ^^ Most of my Scholars c4n repeat the Church Catechism. 
During Lent they say it every Sunday to the Clergyman of the 
parish, after the Second Lesson has been read, and he always 
expresses himself much pleased with their accuracy. . I have 
been in the habit of rewarding the most diligent and well-dis- 
posed with a present of a Testament or a Bible, particularly 
when they have gone off to service, as a testimony of their 
good behaviour. Bibles are of course what they are most 
imxious to obtain.'* 

Darlaston. 

S. ^' I will thank you to present my respectful compliments 
to the Committee of the Sunday School Society, and my 
thanks for the kind donation of 148 Spelling Books, and 30 
Testaments. Our Schools, four in number, still continue in 
a flourishing state ; and I hope that much permanent good 
will arise to the parish from their establishment. fVe are 
much in want still of Bibles.** ' 

Burford. 

3. ^^ The population of this place may be estimated at about 
fifteen or sixteen hundred persons ; out of which it cannot be 
computed that more than one out of every four go to any place 

of religious worship As I have taken charge of the 

morning duty of this Church on Sundays, I conceive myself in 
duty bound to exert myself to correct this defect. In order to 
effect this, I am distributing some small tracts, partly procured 
frvm the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, of 
which I am a Tnember : but your Society would give.me great 
assistance^ if they could spare me some Testaments and books 
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to learn to read in, for the encouragement of such as I n>ay 
be able to recall to their duty." 

** I take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to the 
society for the assistance I received from them for the parish 
of Tancraswike, Devon, in 1801. I am happy to say, that, 
by the help then afforded me by your Society, and from other 
sources, I was enabled to instruct, and bring to a regular ai^ 
tendance at Church, about thirty parish apprentices, and half 
as many other children, in a thinly inhabited parish. 

Buckland. 
4. " About a year ago I was instituted to the Rectory of 

. I found the parish in such a state of ignorance and 

disorder, from a variety of causes, that, out erf 300 inhabitants, 
scarcely 30 kadheen taught to read: and, except among ike 
five prhtcipcA farmers , not more than five Bibles were to 60 
seen in the houses. No Sunday School bad been hxstitated, 
and the only means of instruction was for the cottagCTS to send 
their children, at two-pence per week, to two little schoob under 
the care of women. By constant caiechhhtg in the Church, 
and some encouragement to the poor families, the number of 
the children who can read, is considerably increased : but they 
are so often engaged in' the fields during the week days, that I 
thought little progress could be niade without a Sunday School. 
" The chief object of my present application to the society 
is, through your kindness to solicit their assistance towards 
the donation of Bibles, Testaments, and Spelling-books,^^ 
which the poor, children are exceedingly anxixms. The few I 
have been enabled to distribute have been received with such 
an impression, as gives me the greatest encouragement to h(^& 
that a perseverance in this respect will be followed by the hap^ 
piest effects.'* 

Dingestouf. 
5, *^ I have much pkasnre to inform yon, and the Gentlemen 
of the Committee, of the increasing prosperity and stxccess to 
the Sunday Schools at Dingestow, Monmouth, and Ruxton.— * 
I have the opportunity of hearing the poor chiWrcn at J)ingcs- 
tow most Sundays in several things— the Church Catechism^ 
Collects, and several portions of the Holy Scriptures. Many 
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No. V. Chap. XV. 29. 
6 54 5 9 i 
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JS- OjOJs. 1 »«/ ifOj I// 
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13 3 4 5 6 

And I am sure | when | I come | unto you | I [ shall [ 

7 8 9 

come I In the fulness | of the Blessing | of the Gospel | of 

10 
l;he Messiah. 
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instances of r^rmation are to be seen : ,and the improvement 
in their general demeanour is undeniable* 

*^ The children that attend are very poor — far from being able 
to pnrehase Bibles for themselves. Some of those that carry oa 
the school at Raxton told roe lately, that they have about forty 
poor children there taught and clothed too : they are all abfc 
to read tolerably well, lut are destitute of Testaments and Bi- 
hies. I was de^red also by then>, v^y muck to solicit your So- 
ciety to favour them with Testaments and Bibles, if posfflble/* 

Buckland. 
§• ** Yesterday 1 received the parcel forwarded by yocrfrom 
Ae Sunday School Society. They have arrived most season* 
d>ly, as my stock was nearly exhausted^ The number of chil-> 
dren in both the Schools last Sunday exceeded eighty, wbkb 
bearrf a very large proportion to the population ctf the parishy 
which in the last survey did. not amount to 300. It is impos- 
sible for me to describe the deplorable ignorance of this part of 
the country. If the divine blessing should accompany my 
desires and efforts to establish a permanent Sunday School in 
my parish, I do not doubt of seeing many beneficial effects 
arising from such an Institution. I am askam^ to solicit any 
farther aid from the Society $ but the demand for Bibles as 
well as Testaments is so great, that I cannot help being a fiir* 
tber petitioner for a few copies. With many thanks for your 
kindness, and fervent prayers for the success of all your la^ 
lours for the glory of God, I am, ice,'* 

Brojnfield. 
7*^1 beg leaveto return thanks to you foryouratt^ntion tomy 
application, and to the Sunday School Sode^ for their donatiou 
of Testaments and Spelling-books, sent some time ago for the 
use of the school established under my superintendance in the 
parish of Walpole* I have deferred m^ingthis acknowledg** 
ment before, that I might be enabled to make some report of 
the progress the children have made, and of the beneficial ef- 
fects already produced, which are equal/to what I had reason to 
expect. Of thirty-five childreuj of which the school consists^ 
nine can read well in the Btble^ say the Church Catechism, and 
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answer the questions relating to the Bible History containec! 
in the Spelling-book. Eight, who merely knew their lettersj 
can read the Testament and almost say the Catechism ; and 
the rest are making as rapid a progress as can be expected 
from children very young, and who receive instruction only 
one day in the week/' 

Chipping Norton. 
S. ^^ The general benefits of the school are already seen in 
the parish. Before it was established, the Sabbath was gene* 
rally spent by the youth in such sports and pastimes as were 
highly unbecoming the day : and so little attention had been 
paid to their religious instructioti, that no more than fourteen 
children (boys and girls) could be found to say their Cate-^ 
ehism at the usual season. But now the village is still and 
quiet: the children go orderly to church s and the school- 
master tells me he shall send me between thirty and forty the 
Sunday after* next, which is the day the season for catechising 
commences.'*, 

9. *^ I have received a letter from- my friend and rejatioii 

the Rev. , Rector of — ^^ , desirir^^ oil lo acquaint you 

that the Sunday School at Buckland, Heru, continues to ilou- 

rish, in opposition to many obstacles * . • . When Mr. -^ » 

first came to the parish, very few could read, and a Bible or 
Testament would scarcely be accepted .... Few houses are 
now without the Bible, and every child that can read is in 
possession either of the Old or New Testament . . • • About 

three or four weeks ago, Mr. procured more than forty: 

Prayer-books of different prices, and sent them to a shop to hi 
distributed among the poor, at very ' reduced prices, foi- he 
knew, from former experience, that they would scarcely accept 
them as a present. In a few days all but one were sold, and 
on the next Sunday he had the pleasure of sieeing them in the 
hands of some of the poorest of his congregation.*' 

FINIS. 



Piktied bj CUextou uuH IfendersoD, Johnson's Court, London. 



Digitized by GoOgl^^^Q ^L 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



/■^- — • — 'gitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



